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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend John I. Caples, Jr., 

Jesus Name Apostolic Church, Wau-
kegan, Illinois, offered the following 
prayer: 

Our Father, we thank You for the 
blessings and the prosperity of our 
country. You have told us, as parents 
tell their children, to make wise 
choices; however, when you don’t know 
what to do, seek guidance. Your Word 
says that if My people will humble 
themselves and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways that You would 
heal their land. 

Teach us the value of unity, because 
‘‘a house divided cannot stand.’’ Teach 
us the value of oneness, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. These three are one. 
Teach us that the well-being of the 
country as a whole is more important 
than any portion alone. 

You have told us that when the right-
eous are in control, the people rejoice. 
We invoke You to guide our leaders as 
You did King Solomon. Give them wis-
dom to govern so great a people and so 
great a Nation. These things we ask in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. BARRETT) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND JOHN 
I. CAPLES, JR. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) 
is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I am 
very honored to have welcomed Pastor 
John I. Caples of Jesus Name Apostolic 
Church to open the House today. 

I first really got to know Pastor 
Caples after the murder of Jarreau Pat-
terson and David Mackins, just 16 
years old. It was Pastor Caples that 
brought together the families of the 
murdered with the families of the mur-
derers that ended a cycle of violence in 
my community. 

He helped restart an athletic pro-
gram. And with assistance from the 
wider community, he built a basketball 
court in just 8 weeks to relieve some of 
the tensions of the community. He 
then started the Family First Center, 
first in a basement, now three stories 
tall, reaching out to help at-risk youth 
turn away from violence and gangs, but 
especially despair, saving one heart at 
a time. 

Pastor Caples tells us that the gov-
ernment can’t do it all, but it can 
change one heart of one child at a time 
and make the most difference. He is 
one of the men I admire most whose 
ministry saves lives. He changes 
hearts. And most importantly, he re-
turns the soul to a community that is 
in need of a very big heart with hope. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

CONGRATULATING NATHALIE 
MCCRATE, CONGRESSIONAL ART 
COMPETITION WINNER 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate 
Nathalie McCrate on winning the Con-
gressional Art Competition for Flor-
ida’s 22nd Congressional District. 
Nathalie is a tenth grader at Jupiter 
High School, and her winning art work 
titled ‘‘The Brink’’ puts viewers on the 
edge of a forest looking out at urban 
sprawl. The contrast between the nat-
ural and the man-made is sharp in 
Nathalie’s work, and she has a great 
future ahead as an artist. 

Madam Speaker, as you know, the 
Congressional Art Competition is in its 
27th year. This tradition brings to-
gether the work of young artists from 
all over the United States to hang in 
the United States Capitol. And I’m 
proud that Nathalie’s will be among 
them. 

I congratulate Nathalie, her parents 
and teachers, and all of our students 
for all that she has accomplished. 

f 

SOARING GAS PRICES 

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, this 
quote from Daniel Webster appears 
above the Speaker’s rostrum right up 
at the top of the Chamber. And it says 
this: ‘‘Let us develop the resources of 
our land, call forth its powers, build up 
its institutions, promote all its great 
interests and see whether we also in 
our day and generation may not per-
form something worthy to be remem-
bered.’’ 

As families struggle with soaring gas 
prices, our Nation’s energy solutions, I 
think, lie on Webster’s words. House 
Republicans have offered a plan to 
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lower gas prices by developing the re-
sources of our land in an environ-
mentally safe way. This is an approach 
that is supported by some 60 percent of 
the American people in a recent Gallup 
poll. But the majority won’t listen. 

Instead, they let gas prices surge 
even higher by refusing to schedule a 
plan to break America’s dependence on 
foreign sources of energy. Mr. Speaker, 
I think American consumers deserve 
better. It is time to develop the re-
sources of our land and bring down gas 
prices on behalf of American families 
and small businesses. And that, as 
Webster said, would be ‘‘worthy to be 
remembered.’’ 

f 

THE SECRET RESOURCES OF IN-
TELLECTUAL CAPITAL, CRE-
ATIVITY, AND INNOVATION 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I am so 
pleased my friend, Mr. BOEHNER, made 
reference to the idea of ‘‘promoting our 
resources,’’ a quote from Daniel Web-
ster. 

What is the single resource that 
America has, the only resource that 
America has that can really bring 
down the price of fuel and break our 
addiction to Middle Eastern oil? There 
is one secret resource that we can pro-
mote. And that is the resource of intel-
lectual capital, creativity, and innova-
tion. We know that just poking more 
holes in the ground cannot solve this 
problem. We have got 25 percent of the 
world’s oil. We have 3 percent of the oil 
in our land. 

What can solve this problem is inno-
vation, innovation like the A123 Bat-
tery Company in Boston that is going 
to allow us to drive electric cars, Phoe-
nix Motorcars, Inc., that is going to 
have an electric car that will get 100 
miles just on an electrical charge, the 
Sapphire Energy Company that has de-
veloped a gasoline from algae-based 
sources. We need to develop the re-
source of intellectual capital. 

The optimists on this side of the aisle 
are doing that. The pessimists on this 
side of the aisle want to remain ad-
dicted to gasoline. That is a path that 
is doomed to failure. Let’s be optimists 
and solve this problem. 

f 

WHERE IS THE MAJORITY’S 
ENERGY PLAN? 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, what is the deal? Lately 
when I’ve been in South Carolina, I 
have been talking to a lot of frustrated 
folks. And they are frustrated because 
they are watching their hard-earned 
paychecks burn up in their gas tanks. 
And I’m frustrated because I know 
there is no energy plan to help these 
families. 

Two years ago the Democrats said 
they would introduce a commonsense 
plan to help the energy crisis. And 
today, when the Americans need it 
most, when they’re paying $4 a gallon 
for gas, there is no energy plan. Yet I 
stand here today week after week, as I 
am doing, asking my friends on the 
Democrat side, ‘‘Where is the plan?’’ I 
have only seen plan 1, and that has 
been drafted by the Republican party. 

Are my Democrat colleagues not 
hearing the pleas of the American pub-
lic about high gas prices? Do they not 
travel to their respective districts and 
talk to their citizens? Have they not 
heard the public’s frustration? Or do 
they choose to ignore them? 

As Members of Congress, it is our 
duty to solve the problem. And it is 
just not good enough to tell them, ‘‘We 
have no plan.’’ 

f 

THE NEW GI BILL 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, in the 
coming days, the House will once again 
consider the new GI Bill which restores 
the promise of a 4-year college scholar-
ship for Iraq and Afghan veterans, 
similar to the educational benefits 
available after World War II. The origi-
nal GI Bill of 1944 allowed millions of 
families to achieve the American 
Dream and set the economy on the 
right course after a draining war. 

After World War II, for every dollar 
spent on the GI Bill, $7 was returned to 
the economy. The new GI Bill will 
spark yet another American economic 
recovery, one that is needed during 
this time of economic uncertainty with 
skyrocketing gas prices and food prices 
and devastating job losses. 

But even more importantly, it will 
fulfill our promise to our military per-
sonnel that if they serve their country 
in war, they will receive a quality edu-
cation at home. The current benefit 
simply does not live up to that prom-
ise. Mr. Speaker, while President Bush 
and his Republican allies remain 
strong advocates for continuing the 
war in Iraq, it is important that they 
join us in keeping this important 
promise to our Nation’s troops. 

f 

b 1015 

BRING DOWN GAS PRICES BY 
INCREASING SUPPLY 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, one day 
we will end our dependence on foreign 
oil and empower our economy with al-
ternative sources of energy. But until 
that day comes, we have to do every-
thing in our power to strengthen our 
economy by making energy more af-
fordable by increasing domestic Amer-
ican production. Roughly 70 percent of 

what we pay at the pumps comes from 
the price of oil in the global market, 
which is driven by relationships be-
tween supply and demand. 

To lower gas prices, we have to use 
American energy resources. Right now, 
the U.S. produces 41 percent of the pe-
troleum we use. We can do much better 
than that. Just by opening up a small 
portion of Alaska for oil production, we 
can recover 15 years of Saudi Arabian 
crude oil. By streamlining rules for en-
ergy exploration off the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, we can access roughly 115 
billion barrels of oil, enough oil to 
power 60 million cars for 60 years. 

With gas prices over $4 a gallon, this 
Congress must act. We have to increase 
supply. Doing anything else would be 
irresponsible. 

f 

AIRLINE REORGANIZATION 
THREATENING MEMPHIS BUSI-
NESS COMMUNITY 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing’s Memphis ComercialAppeal had 
distressing news for our city. Delta 
Airlines had canceled part of its con-
tract with Pinnacle Airlines, an airline 
that had 1,000 jobs in our community. 
The stock price fell 25 percent, and the 
newspaper reported that stockholders 
are concerned about the continued ex-
istence of the business. 

If the merger takes place and Delta 
and Northwest merge, it is entirely 
possible that Delta will cancel the re-
maining portion of Pinnacle’s business 
with Northwest Airlink, where they 
serve many customers through North-
west Airlines. That would be dev-
astating to the Memphis economy and 
possibly cost us thousands of jobs. 

I am very concerned, and plan to call 
Delta Airlines to find out why this con-
tract was cancelled, what possibly 
could happen, how this merger would 
affect those 1,000 people, and if possibly 
re-regulation of the airlines is in order 
to make sure that abrupt changes in 
contracts that might cause irreparable 
harm and immediate damage can’t 
take place if they threaten an industry 
and an employer in my district such as 
Pinnacle Airlines. 

Mr. Speaker, I am concerned about 
the future of this large business in my 
community, and plan to look into it for 
the benefit of the employers and my 
overall business community. 

f 

TAKING NEEDED ACTION ON 
ENERGY 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this 
Congress has placed a significant bur-
den on American families. Now they 
are having to decide whether to buy 
food or gasoline. The price of both has 
increased significantly in the past 6 
months. 
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Now back in my district they are 

having to defend themselves from op-
portunistic, gas-grabbing criminals. 
Thieves are actually posting Internet 
videos discussing how to steal gas from 
cars. The kind of information that used 
to be shared in the prison yard has 
made its way into the ‘‘broadcast your-
self’’ genre of Web sites. It is shocking, 
but it is not really surprising, because 
we have ignored the issue of providing 
a supply of energy in this country. 

Americans may have given up on 
waiting for the majority party to ease 
the pain at the pump, so Americans 
may just file this under ‘‘desperate 
times call for desperate measures.’’ 

The Speaker may be able to ignore 
the Members who have asked for some-
thing to be done to address gas prices, 
primarily on the supply side. Eventu-
ally the consequences of the blatant 
disregard for rising prices is going to 
come home. Let’s hope, let’s hope, that 
this Speaker, this majority party, will 
take action before our families get 
robbed by thieves in the middle of the 
night. 

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ORANGE COUNTY 
WATER DISTRICT 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday, 
June 14, the Orange County Water Dis-
trict will celebrate its 75th anniver-
sary. Along with the other members of 
the Orange County delegation, I intro-
duced House Resolution 1199 to honor 
this significant occasion. 

The Orange County Water District’s 
75th anniversary is particularly mean-
ingful as it comes just months after we 
opened up the largest groundwater 
treatment replenishment system in the 
Nation on January 10, 2007. The replen-
ishment system is on the cutting edge 
of water reuse technology. It will pu-
rify 70 million gallons of water a day, 
providing clean water to over 100,000 
families in Orange County. 

The vision and the initiative by the 
District in establishing the ground-
water replenishment system is the rea-
son it received the 2008 Clair A. Hill 
Award and was named the Public 
Water Agency of the Year in 2008. 

The District is a leader in identifying 
and creating new and exciting options 
to meet the water needs of California, 
of the Nation and of the world, and I 
hope that this resolution will make its 
way to this House quickly. 

f 

WE HAVE A PLAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Americans are puzzled; puz-
zled why gas prices have topped $4 per 

gallon and why House Democrats have 
done nothing. They are puzzled why 
America sits on an estimated untapped 
reserve of 175 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas and 1.1 trillion barrels of oil, 
and yet we remain increasingly depend-
ent on foreign oil. 

The American people should know 
that there is a plan in Washington for 
energy independence. Republicans have 
a comprehensive strategy of explo-
ration, innovation and conservation 
that will set America on a positive 
track. We have the tools and capacity 
to put our plan into motion. All we 
need are Democrats to step forward, 
join us, and tell the American people 
that Washington is no longer going to 
stand in the way of energy exploration 
in this country, that the short-term 
and long-term strategic and economic 
value of investing in America is our 
first priority. 

Republicans have a plan. What re-
mains to be seen is what the Demo-
crats will do. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

FALSE REPUBLICAN RHETORIC ON 
ENERGY SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, we 
have been hearing a lot of talk this 
week about high energy prices. The Re-
publican talking point for the week is 
that Democrats are causing high gas 
prices because we won’t allow drilling. 
That is false rhetoric. 

It is the oil companies that are 
choosing not to drill on 80 percent of 
the leases already available for drilling 
in Alaska. It is the oil companies that 
are choosing not to increase drilling in 
the Naval Petroleum Reserve, one of 
the largest petroleum reserves in the 
Nation and one that President Clinton 
made available for drilling. 

Meanwhile, it is the Democrats who 
have put 70,000 more barrels of oil per 
day on to the market by halting ship-
ments to the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve. It is the Democrats that have 
passed legislation that would allow 
OPEC to be investigated for price fix-
ing, legislation that the President has 
threatened to veto. 

It is time to stop the rhetoric, Mr. 
Speaker. I challenge the President to 
demand fair play from OPEC and the 
Republican Party to stand up for the 
American people and not Big Oil. 

f 

FAILED ENERGY POLICY 

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would just echo what my colleague 
from South Carolina said. Where is the 
plan? 

If the Democrats do not have a plan 
to lower energy costs for the American 
people, please bring some of the Repub-
lican proposals that we have already 
designed and which will begin to bring 
immediate relief. 

The other night I had a teletown hall 
meeting and I was listening to the peo-
ple in the 19th Congressional District 
of Texas. One person said, Congress-
man, I have to drive 100 miles every 
day to go to my job. She said, my gaso-
line has gone up, but my paycheck has 
not. 

The most disturbing news was the 
gentleman who said, Congressman, I 
have to get dialysis three times a 
week. I have to drive 70 miles each 
way. He said, now I am down to trying 
to decide whether I am going to be able 
to buy food, gasoline, or the treatment 
for my diabetes. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Demo-
cratic majority, who promised the 
American people a plan, to bring that 
plan to this House floor, instead of im-
portant legislation like we voted on 
yesterday, supporting the goals and 
ideals of the International Year of 
Sanitation. I know the American peo-
ple are going to be very comforted that 
this body took up that legislation, and 
not energy legislation that would have 
brought relief for high energy costs. 

f 

HISTORIC JUMP IN JOB LOSSES 
REQUIRES IMMEDIATE ACTION 
(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, every month this year the 
Bush administration and the Bush 
economy has shed more jobs than it 
has produced, leaving millions of 
American workers competing against 
each other for the remaining jobs. We 
haven’t seen this many people enter 
unemployment so quickly in over three 
decades. 

Today, the House will consider pro-
viding up to 13 weeks of extended un-
employment benefits to workers who 
have exhausted the 26 weeks of regular 
benefits. The bill will provide relief to 
American families struggling through 
these tough economic times. 

Unemployment benefits are also im-
portant to economic recovery, with ab-
solutely every dollar of the benefit 
checks going right back into the econ-
omy. And while the economy continues 
to weaken and costs for gasoline and 
food skyrocket every day, the need for 
government help is clear. 

Unfortunately, our Republican col-
leagues continue to oppose these ef-
forts to assist millions of out-of-work 
Americans, even though they sup-
ported a similar extension in 2002, 
when job loss numbers were not nearly 
as bad as they are today. 

Mr. Speaker, as our economy con-
tinues to face tough times, Washington 
should explore every possible option to 
help those struggling. That is exactly 
what Democrats will do today in Con-
gress, extend those benefits. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia). The Chair will re-
mind all persons in the gallery that 
they are here as guests of the House 
and that any manifestation of approval 
or disapproval of proceedings or other 
audible conversation is in violation of 
the rules of the House. 

f 

SUPPORT THE NO MORE EXCUSES 
ENERGY ACT 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on Monday 
the Investor’s Business Daily printed 
an editorial entitled ‘‘The Drill Noth-
ing Congress.’’ Here is a short quote 
from it. 

‘‘It is a problem driven by domestic 
supply restrictions imposed by the 
Democratic Congress in the face of 
growing worldwide demand. The Demo-
crats preach energy independence 
while they do everything in their 
power to prevent it.’’ The problem they 
are speaking of is $4 a gallon gasoline. 

The American people are fed up with 
a Congress that can’t seem to respond 
to one of their most basic concerns. 
People are tired of Democrat leaders 
blocking action to bring down sky-
rocketing gas prices. So we have intro-
duced a discharge petition to force a 
vote on the No More Excuses Energy 
Act. We need to increase domestic pro-
duction of energy in order to bring 
down the price of gas at the pump. 

I urge all my colleagues to sign on to 
the discharge petition and support the 
bill when it comes to the floor of the 
House. There is no excuse not to. 

f 

HISTORIC JUMP IN JOB LOSSES 
DEMANDS IMMEDIATE ACTION 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today 
the House will vote to extend unem-
ployment benefits for an additional 13 
weeks to help workers out as they con-
tinue to look for a job. 

Mr. Speaker, the grim numbers of 
five consecutive months of job losses is 
yet another sign that President Bush’s 
economic policies have utterly failed 
the American people. The unemploy-
ment rate has surged from 5 percent in 
April to 5.5 percent in May, rep-
resenting the biggest one month jump 
in more than 2 decades, and climbing 
to the highest level in nearly 4 years. 

These statistics are not just numbers 
to more than 1.5 million Americans 
who have seen their unemployment 
benefits expire simply because there 
are not enough jobs to go around. So 
today the House will vote to extend un-
employment benefits for an additional 
13 weeks to help these workers. Demo-

crats have been pushing to extend un-
employment benefits since the begin-
ning of the year, but have faced stiff 
opposition from the President and con-
gressional Republicans. 

Mr. Speaker, with job losses so far 
this year totaling 324,000, American 
families can wait no longer. Thanks to 
this Democratic Congress, today we are 
going to get some relief. 

f 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, DIS-
ASTER RESPONSE, ELECTED OF-
FICIALS, COMMUNITY LEADERS 
AND EVERYDAY HOOSIERS 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, it is said 
that if a picture is worth 1,000 words, 
this picture tells the tale of the worst 
series of storms to strike southern In-
diana in 100 years. 

I rise today to commend and recog-
nize the extraordinary contributions, 
though, of emergency management, 
disaster response, elected officials, 
community leaders and everyday Hoo-
siers in my district during this last 
week of devastating weather. I particu-
larly want to honor EMA directors, 
sheriffs, mayors and county officials in 
Rush, Johnson and Bartholomew coun-
ties, Indiana. 

They suffered greatly from tornados, 
heavy rains, flooding, creating a catas-
trophe that awaits additional presi-
dential response, but this catastrophe 
did not await the response by these 
public servants. They went above and 
beyond the call of duty, showing great 
poise, saving lives and serving the peo-
ple of their communities. 

Hoosier communities and families 
are hurting and need to know that 
more help is on the way. As I rise to 
commend these government officials 
and everyday Hoosiers for their re-
sponse, I urge this administration 
again to declare an expedited major 
disaster for all 44 counties of Indiana 
affected by these historic storms. 

f 

DC CENTRAL KITCHEN AND THE 
CAMPUS KITCHENS PROJECT 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I visited DC Central Kitchen, 
where I learned about an innovative 
program, the Campus Kitchens Project. 
This is a program that uses high school 
and college dining facilities when the 
kitchen is normally closed to prepare 
meals for area soup kitchens and shel-
ters. 

College and high school students in-
volved in this program take a large 
leadership role in starting and main-
taining the kitchens. Campus Kitchens 

helps feed hungry people in our com-
munities today, while building tomor-
row’s leaders committed to ending hun-
ger. 

Hunger is a political condition, and 
we need government action to end it, 
but we also need people from all sec-
tors dedicated to doing more to end 
hunger. There are over 400 high schools 
and 100 colleges in Massachusetts 
alone. If each school organized a group 
to fight hunger in their community, 
just think of what could be done. 

I congratulate DC Central Kitchen 
and the Campus Kitchens project for 
their work, and I thank the staff and 
students for their commitment to end-
ing hunger. 

f 

INCREASING AMERICAN JOBS AND 
ENERGY PRODUCTION RESPON-
SIBLY 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, people 
in southwest Louisiana understand 
that increasing American energy pro-
duction means more American jobs, 
good high-paying American jobs. 

They also know that a magic bullet 
will not lower the price at the pump for 
families, but increasing American en-
ergy production in a responsible way 
will help, and it will create American 
jobs. The American people want to in-
crease energy production in a respon-
sible, environmentally friendly way. 

They want to see unleashing of 
American entrepreneurship and inge-
nuity. They don’t want any further 
delays in seeking energy independence, 
and they know that this is in the inter-
est of national security. 

Families in southwest Louisiana and 
across the country want to see solu-
tions to the high prices at the pump, 
and Republicans have viable answers to 
this. We have introduced a number of 
bills. The American people are now 
asking the Democratic leadership in 
Washington if they have solutions, be-
cause so far they haven’t seen any. 

Now, the Democratic Presidential 
nominee suggests to CNBC’s John Har-
wood yesterday that while the U.S. 
would be better off without such a 
shock in gas prices, he sees higher 
prices as a good thing. 

I don’t get it. I just don’t get it. We 
can work together to solve this prob-
lem. We can decrease America’s de-
pendence on foreign sources. It’s a sen-
sible thing to do, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in this quest. 

f 

DEMOCRATS TAKE ACTION ON 
RECORD HIGH GAS PRICES AT 
THE PUMP 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, as the prices 
at the pump continue to hit record 
highs, House Democrats know that the 
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American people are struggling with 
these outrageously high prices. Some 
people are having to choose between 
buying gasoline and food. Others can-
not afford to go to work. 

Before the Bush administration con-
ducted the bombing, the war and the 
occupation of Iraq, the price of gaso-
line was as low as $1.35 per gallon. Now 
it’s over $4 per gallon. Oil was $23 a 
barrel. Now it’s over $130 a barrel. 
There is no way, no way you can con-
vince the American people that the 
price at the pump is not related to this 
misguided war and occupation of Iraq. 

The effects of the Bush-Iraq reces-
sion, and that is what it is, are dev-
astating our economy and wreaking 
havoc on the lives of families and chil-
dren. It’s time our Republican friends 
in the Bush administration join us in 
supporting our legislation to bring 
down the price of gasoline, and it is 
time to end the war and occupation of 
Iraq. 

Believe me, this will bring down the 
price of gasoline at the pump. 

f 

HURRICANE SEASON 
(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-

ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, June 1 marked the 
beginning of yet another hurricane sea-
son, and experts have predicted a 90 
percent probability of either a near- 
normal or an above-normal hurricane 
season. They estimate that six to nine 
hurricanes will form, including two to 
five major hurricanes. 

Approximately 50 percent of all 
Americans live along our coasts. As a 
result of that, millions, millions face 
great risk associated with these storms 
that we know are going to be out there. 
Having a hurricane preparedness plan 
can help lessen and mitigate some of 
those dangers. 

The National Hurricane Center rec-
ommends that people in hurricane- 
prone areas assemble a disaster supply 
kit that includes a first aid kit, essen-
tial medications, canned foods and at 
least 3 gallons of water per day per per-
son for the minimum of 3 days. Obvi-
ously, extra battery-powered radios, 
extra batteries, and flashlights are also 
recommended. 

As we have learned in south Florida, 
the forecasters, meteorologists, and 
the hurricane specialists at the Na-
tional Hurricane Center are often the 
best source of the most valuable and 
reliable information on preparedness. I 
urge all Americans to prepare for this 
hurricane season and to listen to what 
the forecasters have to say. 

f 

STRUGGLING TO FIND JOBS 
(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we 
are coming to a moment of truth in a 

few hours for every Member of the 
House of Representatives. The truth is 
that every congressional district across 
the country, individuals and groups of 
people are struggling to find jobs in an 
economy cut down by a senseless, 
wasteful war, overwhelming energy 
prices, rising food prices and just bad 
business fundamentals. 

People can’t find jobs because there 
aren’t enough of them. The truth is 4 
million have exhausted their unem-
ployment benefits already and things 
could get even worse unless we pass the 
Emergency Extended Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 2008. 

The truth is the American people 
elected us to serve them, and the 
Emergency Extended Unemployment 
Compensation Act will be a test of 
whether the Members remember who 
they really work for, the people or Big 
Oil. We are hours away from a moment 
of truth. 

Vote for this bill, H.R. 5749, because 
Americans who work every day and 
lose their job through no fault of their 
own are entitled to a helping hand 
from their government. 

f 

HAMMERED BY THE HIGH COST OF 
FUEL AND GASOLINE 

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, families 
and businesses are being hammered by 
the high cost of fuel and gasoline. This 
issue is not a Democratic issue or a Re-
publican issue, it’s an American issue. 
It’s an issue that our families and our 
consumers and our businesses want us 
to address, and that is the rising cost 
of gasoline. 

A CNN poll recently stated that more 
than half of Americans are being forced 
to cut back significantly on their 
household spending. Another news re-
port stated that 10 percent of the 
American companies are expecting to 
cut back their workforce. 

One other national company stated 
that it was cutting 15 percent of its 
white collar jobs over the next 2 
months. Families in my district can 
barely afford to commute to work. I 
had one family tell me that between 
the father commuting to his job, and 
the mother to her job, and the two 
children back and forth to college and 
high school, that they are spending 
$700 a month on gasoline. 

Parents are struggling with buying 
groceries, food costs. Family farms are 
struggling. They are trying to get their 
products to the market with the high 
cost of fuel, which has tripled. Small 
businesses are struggling with their 
services and their products and their 
customers that have decreased. 

The question we have to ask our-
selves is what kind of future will our 
children and our grandchildren have if 
this Congress takes no action to 
produce more U.S. energy. The lack of 
production of sufficient U.S. energy is 

dangerous for our national economy 
and dangerous for our U.S. national se-
curity. 

f 

HIGH PRICE OF GASOLINE 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, where is a good Samaritan? 
My friends are talking about the high 
price of gasoline. Can you imagine the 
impact on those who have exhausted 
their unemployment, people who have 
built this Nation, hard-working Ameri-
cans. 

Do you recognize that just this past 
week, unfortunately, with embarrass-
ment, the administration had to an-
nounce that unemployment rose 5 per-
cent in April, 5.5 percent in May, 49,000 
jobs were lost. Where is the good Sa-
maritan? 

That is why today Democrats will 
stand on the floor of the House and 
stand alongside of working Americans 
and extend the unemployment benefits 
for those families who have exhausted 
all of their resources, this will go into 
March 2009, helping the bus driver, the 
nurse, helping those who are working 
with their hands, who have families to 
support, who can barely get gasoline. 

Can you imagine being unemployed 
through no fault of your own, and this 
administration does not want to offer 
the extension of unemployment bene-
fits? Today the good Samaritan will be 
on the floor of the House. We will de-
bate this question. We will pass this 
bill. The President will sign it, and we 
will give relief to hard-working Ameri-
cans. 

f 

ENERGY PLAN 
(Mr. TERRY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I had a 
constituent come up to me over the 
weekend and say Congress has no en-
ergy plan. I corrected that person. The 
Democrats’ leadership is no energy. 

Just in the last few months, Congress 
has voted under their leadership to 
take shale from Colorado and Wyoming 
off limits for extracting the oil. Last 
week coal-to-liquid for aviation fuel 
was banned. The Air Force is not al-
lowed to enter into a long-term con-
tract to buy that type of synthetic 
fuel. We are going backwards. 

The reality is if we bring all of our 
resources together, yes, conservation, 
yes, alternative fuels, and open up the 
resources that we have right here in 
America offshore where there is a mor-
atorium that Congress can lift, a mora-
torium that was imposed by Congress 
on shale oil that can be lifted by Con-
gress, and in Alaska where Congress 
can lift that moratorium, if we com-
bine all of those resources, we can be 
free of OPEC. It is time for a real en-
ergy policy where we free our resources 
for American-made energy. 
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REPUBLICAN LEADERS OPPOSE 

OUR EFFORTS TO LOWER 
RECORD HIGH GAS PRICES AT 
THE PUMP 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day gas prices hit an average of $4.04 a 
gallon, a new historic high. While 
Democrats are taking action to lessen 
our dependence on foreign oil and lower 
prices, Republicans continue to repeat 
the same old rhetoric, continue drilling 
in ANWR, even though the President’s 
own Energy Department has concluded 
that opening up the Arctic for drilling 
would not reduce the price of gasoline 
for another 20 years, and then it would 
only go down by about 1 penny per gal-
lon. That’s not an energy plan to be 
proud of. 

From day one this Democratic Con-
gress has been fighting to reduce our 
independence on foreign oil, bring down 
record gas prices and launch a cleaner 
and smarter energy future. We passed 
bills holding OPEC and oil companies 
accountable for price fixing, investing 
in renewable energy for green jobs and 
cracking down on price gouging by oil 
companies. 

The only problem is that we are not 
getting enough support from either 
House Republicans or from President 
Bush. How high are prices going to ac-
tually have to get before Republicans 
support these important bills? 

f 

AMERICAN-MADE ENERGY 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, it’s a 
curious debate that we have in these 1- 
minutes. Democrats are bringing to the 
floor unemployment insurance and 
they will bring to the floor helping peo-
ple with heating costs and cooling 
costs. 

The real job creation engine would be 
American-made energy with a couple 
of provisions. Since 1994 on votes on 
the floor of this House, on ANWR ex-
ploration, Republicans have supported 
91 percent of the time, House Demo-
crats have opposed ANWR exploration 
86 percent of the time. 

On coal-to-liquid technologies, House 
Republicans have supported that 97 
percent of the time. House Democrats 
have opposed taking American coal, 
American energy, turning it into liquid 
fuel. They have opposed it 78 percent of 
the time. 

On oil-shale exploration, House Re-
publicans have supported it 90 percent 
of the time. Democrats have opposed 86 
percent. OCS, Outer Continental Shelf, 
House Republicans have supported it 81 
percent of the time since 1984. House 
Democrats have opposed it 83 percent 
of the time. On refineries, building new 
refineries, House Republicans have sup-
ported 97 percent of the time, House 

Democrats have opposed 96 percent of 
the time. 

f 

b 1045 

AMERICAN-PRODUCED ENERGY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss the importance of using 
American-produced energy. 

A new survey of 1,000 Americans na-
tionwide conducted by American Solu-
tions reveals that 81 percent of Ameri-
cans support using American-produced 
energy, including the oil and coal al-
ready here, to combat the rising cost of 
energy and reduce dependence on for-
eign energy sources. 

It also shows that 69 percent of 
Americans support using domestic en-
ergy sources, including the oil located 
off our coast and in Alaska. With gaso-
line prices averaging $4 a gallon na-
tionwide, now is the time to increase 
American-produced energy. 

Clear majorities of Americans of 
every political and ideological stripe 
advocate that the U.S. tap into its vo-
luminous energy resources. 

Despite the commonsense logic of in-
creasing production of American-pro-
duced energy and the strong support of 
the American people for tapping into 
those resources, 86 percent of House 
Democrats have historically voted 
against increasing the production of 
American-made oil and gas. 

It is time for our friends across the 
aisle to join with us, the 90 percent of 
House Republicans who have always 
voted to increase energy, to join with 
us to do this. 

f 

DRILLING IN ANWR 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats like foreign energy. I don’t know 
why they like foreign energy because if 
we are dependent on foreign energy, 
since we import 60 percent of it now, it 
is a national security risk. 

You have to ask what area of land 
have the Democrats agreed to explore. 
You have to ask that question. When 62 
percent of our domestic onshore energy 
supplies are locked up because of Dem-
ocrat regulation, and 85 percent of our 
offshore energy supplies are locked up 
because of Democrat regulation, you 
have to ask yourself what can we do. 

You know, if you started drilling in 
ANWR, and remember, President Clin-
ton vetoed that 10 years ago. That 
would have reduced your gas prices 
now probably 10 to 15 cents; nobody ac-
tually knows. But what would ANWR 
be. Put it this way, if ANWR was a bas-
ketball court, because it is the size of 
South Carolina, but just to give a word 
picture, if it were the size of a basket-

ball court, the drilling area would be a 
business card. Fanatical extremists 
have locked that up. 

If you announced right now that we 
are going to start drilling in ANWR, 
you could get oil out of there within 3 
years, according to Don Young, but the 
announcement alone would send a mes-
sage to the foreign markets that Amer-
ica wants to wean itself from foreign 
gasoline. And, therefore, the price of 
energy would go down because that is 
how business works. When there is a 
little competition, your price comes 
down. 

ANWR is the size of a business card 
on a basketball court. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PALLONE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Min-
nesota? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PASSENGER RAIL INVESTMENT 
AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1253 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 6003. 

b 1049 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6003) to 
reauthorize Amtrak, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. MORAN of Virginia in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) and the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MICA) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself 4 minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, we stand on the 
threshold of a transformational mo-
ment in the history of intercity pas-
senger rail service in America. 

There was an earlier such moment. 
That was Amtrak, the creation of the 
Passenger Rail Corporation in 1970 
when the freight rail interests of Amer-
ica gradually had been abandoning pas-
senger service, discontinuing lines, dis-
continuing less-than-carload service, 
discontinuing the overnight railway 
Post Office service aboard intercity 
passenger rail. And as the RPO was dis-
continued, the passenger portion of the 
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rail service became unprofitable and 
the railroads one by one appealed to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
for discontinuance authority, to dis-
continue service on that portion of the 
line. And gradually, passenger rail 
service disappeared from the landscape 
until finally the Federal Government 
was left holding the bag, if you will, 
and created, through act of Congress, 
the passenger rail service we know 
today as Amtrak. 

But over the intervening years, Am-
trak was never given the funding it 
needed to improve the track, the rail 
bed, to improve the rolling stock, and 
to operate independently from freight 
rail service on the lines and corridors 
where passenger service operated. And 
especially over the last dozen years, we 
have seen declining investment in Am-
trak’s operations, and in the last 6 
years we have had at least one bank-
ruptcy budget submitted by the admin-
istration, candidly stated so by the 
Secretary of Transportation. But with 
a combination of Republicans and 
Democrats looking to the future, we 
have been able to just keep Amtrak’s 
nose above water during these inter-
vening years. Today, we change that 
model. 

With passage of the Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act, we 
will transform the future of intercity 
passenger rail in America. 

We heard all this morning from the 
one-minute speeches, the price of a gal-
lon of gas breached $4 a gallon for the 
first time in history. The American 
Automobile Association says gas prices 
have gone up more than 10 percent in 
the last month and a dollar in the past 
year. Those prices are reverberating 
across the Nation, changing people’s 
travel patterns and habits and causing 
them to look more to transit, and tran-
sit across the country has exploded in 
its growth. 

Last year we added more than a mil-
lion new passengers to transit services 
a day across this country for 375 mil-
lion new transit trips last year. Am-
trak has similarly experienced enor-
mous growth. 

Our airlines are cutting back. Eight 
airlines since December of last year 
have shut down. One filed for bank-
ruptcy, largely because of rising fuel 
costs. Fuel now represents 40 percent of 
the airline industry’s expenses. A small 
increase in gas prices, and I know that 
a dollar a barrel increase in the price of 
oil for Northwest Airlines causes an in-
crease in cost to that airline of $42 mil-
lion. You can increase that by 50 per-
cent more for Delta, and double that 
for United and American. That means 
less competition, less mobility, and 
higher prices for our fellow citizens. 

The Department of Transportation 
says vehicle miles traveled in March 
fell 4.3 percent from last year. That is 
the first time we have seen a drop in 
miles traveled on public roads in over 
30 years. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself an 
additional 2 minutes. 

The Center for Housing Policy says 
that working families in large metro-
politan areas spent nearly a third of 
their income on transportation. That 
means families are not able to buy 
homes, they are not saving, they are 
not investing in their children’s edu-
cation, they are spending it on trans-
portation. 

People are beginning to realize, just 
as they did in the days after September 
11, that Amtrak service to move people 
from one city to another, is vitally im-
portant. One full passenger train can 
take 250 to 350 cars off the road. Inter-
city passenger rail removes 8 million 
cars from the highways every year and 
eliminates the need for 50,000 fully 
loaded passenger airline trips each 
year. 

Amtrak in the Northeast corridor 
has 56 percent of the air-rail market 
between Washington, D.C. and New 
York City, 43 percent of the market be-
tween New York and Boston. And now 
we come to the American public, per-
haps 20 years too late, but just in time 
with the legislation before us today 
that will upgrade passenger rail inter-
city service. 

There is $14.9 billion authorized in 
this bill to rebuild Amtrak, construct 
high-speed rail corridors across the Na-
tion, and I won’t go into the specifics 
of it. 

At this point I simply want to ex-
press my deep appreciation to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) who 
extended his hand of cooperation, his 
enthusiasm for rebuilding passenger 
rail service in this country with some 
innovative ideas and a willingness to 
join hands and bring a truly bipartisan 
bill to the House floor, and to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) the Chair of the Rail Sub-
committee who has been Amtrak’s 
most vigorous cheerleader and advo-
cate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself an 
additional 30 seconds. 

She did a Harry Truman-style whis-
tle-stop tour on Amtrak when it was 
just about to go under and joined 
forces with a bipartisan initiative to 
save the funding for Amtrak. And Mr. 
SHUSTER from Pennsylvania who has 
been a true partner in shaping this leg-
islation today; his ideas and contribu-
tions have been enormously valuable. 

We bring to America an opportunity 
to join the rest of the world in world- 
class, intercity high-speed passenger 
rail service. And again, I thank the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA). 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I must pay tribute to 
the chairman of our full committee, 
Mr. OBERSTAR, at this juncture. He 
began his remarks by saying this is a 
very historic occasion. And, indeed, for 
rail passenger service in the United 
States, this is a watershed moment. 

I have been one of the harshest crit-
ics of Amtrak. I don’t think I have ever 
voted for an Amtrak appropriation or 
authorization. In fact, we have not 
done an Amtrak reauthorization in 
Congress since 1997. And through the 
leadership of Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms. 
BROWN, Mr. SHUSTER from Pennsyl-
vania, today we have for the first time 
probably one of the most dramatic 
changes in rail passenger service pro-
posed before the United States Con-
gress in its history. This is really evo-
lutionary because we have taken in a 
bipartisan fashion some of the desires, 
some of the ideas from the Democrat 
side, we have combined it with some of 
the ideas and initiatives proposed by 
the Republican side, and melded it into 
a piece of legislation. 

Nothing could be more fitting to 
bring before the Congress today, on a 
day when gasoline has reached $4.05 a 
gallon across the United States on av-
erage, nothing that this Congress has 
considered to date that I know of will 
have a more dramatic, positive effect 
on the environment, and helping to 
change also the patterns of travel and 
the consumption of fossil fuel than this 
legislation proposed here today, and it 
is a bipartisan effort and I thank all of 
those involved for that. 

Let me first address some of the con-
cerns expressed by my administration. 
My administration has raised some 
concerns, one about the cost. Yes, the 
cost is higher; but for the first time we 
bring forward a program that doesn’t 
just benefit Amtrak and an old Soviet- 
style train operation, it brings pas-
senger rail service into the 21st cen-
tury in the United States. It allows 
free enterprise and the best private sec-
tor initiatives to come in and help de-
sign, construct and finance high-speed 
rail service first in the Northeast cor-
ridor, but not just to the Northeast 
corridor, throughout the United States 
of America. 

b 1100 
It takes ideas like Mr. SHUSTER 

brought forward also, also Ms. BROWN 
contributed too, in taking some of the 
money-losing operations. And I’ve been 
a critic. We subsidize every ticket on 
Amtrak right now at $50.60, $50.60 for 
every ticket. 

But what we do is we look at what 
the best solutions are, the best innova-
tive private sector practices, and tak-
ing the money-losing operations and 
giving them a chance to succeed, to 
lower the cost to the taxpayers, and to 
provide service in public/private part-
nerships, and also partnerships with 
the State governments. Where we need 
service, we’ll get service, and we have 
to help pay for service. 

Now, people are saying this bill may 
be too much. That’s bunk. $14 billion 
over 5 years? 

I’ll give you two projects, let me just 
give you two transportation projects 
that, one I visited a week ago in New 
York, a tunnel from Long Island Rail-
road down to Grand Central Station. 
$7.2 billion for one line. 
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The Federal Transit Administration 

just approved approximately $5 billion 
to extend 21 miles of light rail with the 
Dulles extension, 21 miles, $5 billion. 
Those two projects are equivalent to 
what we’re talking about spending for 
a nationwide passenger rail system. 

And also launching the first high- 
speed rail effort in the United States. 
Right now we don’t have that. Amtrak 
Acela, they do their best, they run 83 
miles an hour. But we need a dramatic 
investment in that route to get high- 
speed service. It’s going to cost money, 
and Congress doesn’t have to provide 
all the money. 

Everybody finally woke up to the 
fact that, with the private sector in-
volvement, we can create high-speed 
service, separate the traffic, improve 
commuter service in one of our most 
congested corridors. Commuters will do 
better, improve freight traffic. Freight 
traffic in the United States for rail 
moves at an average of 23 miles an 
hour. That’s pitiful in a Nation like 
this. 

So, finally, this proposal takes, I 
have a little diagram here. This is what 
we have across the country, from sea 
to shining sea. Congestion. And what 
we want to have is not just Acela, 
which runs at 83 miles an hour, the 
Japanese bullet train runs at 180 miles 
an hour. Maglev has gone 350 miles an 
hour. I’ve ridden it at 269 miles an 
hour. In China. That’s where they have 
high-speed magnetic next generation 
technology. Not United States but in 
China. That’s pitiful today. 

What we do is we take an asset. Fi-
nally, this is an asset the public all 
owns. It’s part of Amtrak. It’s from 
Washington to Boston through New 
York City. 

It’s time that we stopped sitting on 
our assets. This is one of the most val-
uable assets that the public owns, that 
Amtrak owns, develop that to its max-
imum capability. 

And finally, the benefits. We’ll re-
lieve northeast corridor congestion. We 
can take passenger cars and trucks off 
the highways. 

The other thing is 75 percent of our 
delays in the air system that radiate 
throughout the entire United States 
start in the New York City airspace, in 
that Northeast airspace. So the first 
time we have a solution to deal with 
freeing up that airspace. It’ll have posi-
tive economic development, reduce air 
pollution and emissions. 

No project is more friendly to the en-
vironment than what we’re proposing 
here today. We’ll have reliable trans-
portation alternatives, enhanced com-
muter and freight operations in that 
congested but important corridor. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 5 minutes to 

the distinguished Chair of our rail sub-
committee, Ms. BROWN. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Mr. Chairman, I’ve got to say that one 
of the joys of serving in this Congress 
is serving on this Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee with Mr. 

OBERSTAR, who is the guru of transpor-
tation, not just for Amtrak, but every 
single area of transportation. And for 
helping to develop this Amtrak bill. 
Eleven years without a bill. The last 
authorization was 11 years ago. 

And of course I want to thank Mr. 
MICA for his leadership in this area, 
and Mr. SHUSTER, and also Mr. 
LATOURETTE, because I want people to 
know that we didn’t just come up with 
this bill today. This is a bill we’ve been 
working on for years. And this is an ex-
citing day for the American people, a 
real milestone. 

The Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act provides over $2 bil-
lion per year for capital and oper-
ational grants, $500 million per year for 
developing State passenger corridors, 
$345 million per year to pay down debt, 
$345 million per year for high-speed rail 
programs, and requires a plan for re-
storing service to the Sunset Limited 
Line. 

Amtrak’s improved physical state 
and recent focus on customers service, 
along with increased highways and air-
port congestion and rising gas prices, 
have made intercity passenger rail 
more popular and necessary than ever. 

In Fiscal Year 2007, Amtrak carried 
more than 25.8 million passengers, the 
fifth straight fiscal year of record rid-
ership. Like its ridership gains, Am-
trak’s financial performance has im-
proved as well, posting approximately 
$1.5 billion in ticket revenue, a gain of 
10.8 percent over 2006 ticket revenue, 
and the third consecutive year that 
ticket revenues increased. 

More than just a convenient way to 
travel, Amtrak is also energy efficient. 
Rail travel is more energy efficient and 
uses less fuel than cars or airplanes. 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Energy data, Amtrak is 17 percent 
more efficient than domestic airline 
travel and 21 percent more efficient 
than automobile travel. 

And let me just say that there is no 
mode of transportation that pays for 
itself. We all subsidize every form of 
transportation. 

Current initiatives include a more 
sleek model, more efficient Auto Train 
fleet, reducing annual fuel usage by 
640,000 gallons, and remanufacturing 
brake systems throughout the Amtrak 
fleet that will reduce energy consump-
tion by 8 percent. 

Passenger rail also reduces global 
warming. The average passenger rail 
train produces 60 percent lower carbon 
emissions than cars and 50 percent less 
than airplanes. 

On May 10, Amtrak celebrated Na-
tional Train Day by holding events 
throughout the country, over 60, to be 
exact, showcasing intercity passenger 
rail and its importance to this Nation. 
I celebrated National Train Day by 
holding events throughout my district, 
including press conferences and events 
in Jacksonville, Winter Park and at 
the Sanford Auto Train station. Every 
event had great turnout, showing 
strong support for Amtrak, and I got to 

hear firsthand accounts of people who 
use Amtrak every day to go to work, to 
visit friends and family all over the 
country. 

Congress also showed strong support 
for Amtrak and passenger rail by pass-
ing legislation supporting National 
Train Day by 415–0. 

Fifty years ago President Eisenhower 
created the national highway system, 
which really changed the way we travel 
in this country. Today we need to do 
the same thing with passenger rail, and 
make the level of investment necessary 
for it to become more successful in the 
future. 

The American people deserve the best 
passenger rail in the world, and I be-
lieve that this Amtrak authorization 
will go a long way to raise the U.S. to 
its rightful place as a world leader in 
passenger rail. 

Passing of H.R. 6003 will be the first 
major step in bringing our Nation’s 
intercity passenger rail system to the 
21st century. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to vote for the Passenger Rail 
Investment Improvement Act. 

Mr. MICA. I’m pleased to yield to the 
ranking member of the Rail Sub-
committee, Mr. SHUSTER from Pennsyl-
vania, a total of 6 minutes; 5 minutes 
for his presentation and 1 minute for a 
colloquy with the gentlelady from 
Ohio. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, today 
Congress can finally do something posi-
tive when it comes to energy, the en-
ergy situation in this country, and that 
is to pass this landmark legislation, 
The Passenger Rail Investment Im-
provement Act of 2008. 

With gas prices today at $4 a gallon, 
we, on both sides of the aisle, can join 
together and move to improve pas-
senger rail in this country. And it is, as 
I said, something that will be a posi-
tive for the energy situation. 

When you look at the airlines, they 
consume 20 percent more energy per 
passenger mile than Amtrak does to 
move a passenger. Passenger cars con-
sume over 27 percent more energy per 
passenger mile than Amtrak. Amtrak 
is the most efficient way to move large 
numbers of people in our country 
today. So this is going to help with the 
energy situation. It’s a positive step in 
the right direction. We still need to do 
much more but this is a positive step. 

The other situation that we’re facing 
in this country is a growing popu-
lation. It took, we just recently crossed 
over the 300 million threshold in popu-
lation in our country. It took us 65 
years to go from 200 million to 300 mil-
lion. It’ll take us just 35 years to go 
from 300 million to 400 million. 

And if you look around the country, 
and what I have is a chart that shows 
these corridors throughout the coun-
try. This is where the population den-
sity is going to get even thicker and 
more dense throughout this country. 
And this is where we’re talking about 
down the road expanding high-speed 
rail across the country to help move 
passengers, to get people out of their 
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cars, to move them efficiently, to get 
them into our major urban areas and 
get them out again and get them be-
tween major urban areas. 

So, as I said, as the population grows, 
Amtrak can be there with intercity 
travel helping us to move people. And 
people are desperate to get out of their 
cars, I believe, especially when you’re 
traveling to and from. I know in Penn-
sylvania we’ve had a fantastic partner-
ship between the State and Amtrak to 
establish the Keystone line. It travels 
over 100 miles an hour, and gets you 
from Harrisburg, the State Capitol to 
downtown Philadelphia in about an 
hour and 35 minutes, an hour and 40 
minutes; no messing with traffic, no 
congestion. 

Once again, the American people, I 
think, will get out of their cars and get 
on this intercity travel if we establish 
a system that works, a system that 
moves people fast and conveniently. 

Three provisions in this legislation 
that I’m very pleased to see we’ve put 
in here. First, a private partnership 
with Amtrak, the Department of 
Transportation, identifying two of the 
worst performing lines in the country 
and putting them out for bid, allowing 
the private sector to come in and take 
those lines over and have a hand at 
trying to make them more efficient, 
trying their hand at finding ways to 
improve rail traffic, to decrease costs. 
So I’m very pleased that that’s in here. 

Second, a private partnership that 
we’re looking at is, as my colleague 
from Florida stated, to re-establish a 
line that has been abandoned by Am-
trak, that’s no longer in service, to 
have the private sector come in and 
around the country see where one of 
those lines are and to re-establish that. 

And third, as the gentleman from 
Florida talked about the Northeast 
Corridor, putting a request for a pro-
posal in to have private industry come 
in in a partnership to look at how 
much it’s going to cost us to take the 
Northeast Corridor and truly make it a 
high-speed rail corridor from New York 
City to Washington, D.C., traveling in 2 
hours or less, which is something that, 
once again, I believe that the American 
people will embrace. 

So for my colleagues that we’ve de-
bated on this floor, I’ve watched de-
bates for the last 20 years on this floor. 
There’s always been an argument; can 
the private sector do it better. No, the 
government has to do it. Well here 
we’re going to have some tests. We’re 
going to have I believe some positive 
results in a public/private partnership 
that we’ll be able to look to be able to 
expand passenger rail in this country. 
So I’m very pleased with that. 

One thing I do want to point out in 
this that I’ve heard a lot of talk, that 
this legislation does not change Davis- 
Bacon law. There are people running 
around town here saying that this does 
change Davis-Bacon law. It does not 
change Davis-Bacon law. So for any of 
my colleagues that wish to have a dis-
cussion with me on that, I’m happy to 

do that. But I want to make sure that 
that’s been pointed out here. 

And finally, I want to say thank you 
to the chairman for his goodwill and 
his allowing me to put some of my 
ideas in this legislation. Also Chair-
woman BROWN and our partnership on 
the subcommittee. I appreciate her 
leadership. I thank you both very 
much. 

And also to Mr. MICA for giving me 
the opportunity to be the ranking 
member and also including me deeply 
in all the discussions as we were able 
to craft this legislation. 

So I would encourage all my col-
leagues to support this today. This is 
something positive we can do for Amer-
ica, a positive step we can take to help 
with our energy situation. And I think 
it’s just a win/win for everybody in 
America today as we move forward to 
establish some high-speed rail cor-
ridors around this country. 

b 1115 

I yield to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio. 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to engage in a colloquy with Ranking 
Member SHUSTER. 

Ranking Member SHUSTER, I deeply 
appreciate the opportunity to discuss a 
very important matter to the future of 
Amtrak. As you are aware, Amtrak 
was formed by private shareholders 
who gave Amtrak their assets in ex-
change for ownership of the railroad. 
You were also aware that even though 
the Congress has previously insisted 
that these shares be redeemed, Amtrak 
has failed to act. 

I would deeply appreciate it if you 
would work to address this issue in 
conference. These shareholders have 
been held hostage for decades. Our gov-
ernment has hijacked their invest-
ment, and they deserve restitution. 
This is not a new issue but still a 
major impediment to the future of Am-
trak. 

I thank you and subcommittee Chair-
woman BROWN for your work on these 
issues. I ask that you work to fix this 
continuing problem before it becomes 
even more complicated to solve. 

Mr. SHUSTER. I appreciate the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio bringing this issue 
to the forefront. We had discussed this 
in committee while putting this legis-
lation together, but it is not addressed 
in the underlying legislation, and I cer-
tainly believe it’s an important issue 
that needs to be resolved; and I will be 
pleased to work with you and other 
members of the committee to try to 
address this situation. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from Maryland, the Chair of 
the Coast Guard Subcommittee (Mr. 
CUMMINGS). 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise today in strong support of the Pas-
senger Improvement Act, and I applaud 
Chairman OBERSTAR, Chairwoman 
BROWN, Ranking Member MICA, and 
Ranking Member SHUSTER for their 

hard work on this critical and very, 
very important piece of legislation. 

Despite the many challenges it has 
faced in recent years, Amtrak’s rider-
ship has grown for 5 consecutive years 
and revenue from ticket sales has 
grown for 3 years. Year after year Am-
trak has proven that it is an invaluable 
asset to the American public and a 
critical part of our transportation net-
work. 

Recognizing the vital service that 
Amtrak provides, Congress has repeat-
edly provided a level of annual funding 
support that has exceeded the Presi-
dent’s request. However, this funding 
has not been sufficient to maintain 
Amtrak’s infrastructure in a state of 
good repair or to enable Amtrak to be-
come a truly modern national rail serv-
ice. By passing this legislation, Con-
gress will finally take the necessary 
steps to enable Amtrak to modernize 
all aspects of the service, including re-
vitalizing infrastructure on the North-
east Corridor. 

As part of that effort, H.R. 6003 sup-
ports the redevelopment of tunnel in-
frastructure in and around my City of 
Baltimore and the Potomac tunnel. 
Opened in 1873, the B&P tunnel’s out-
dated design imposes a number of speed 
and height restrictions on trains and 
significantly slows travel time between 
Washington and New York. There are 
several studies underway to assess pos-
sible new rail alignments through Bal-
timore, and this bill authorizes $60 mil-
lion to support the determination of 
the final alignment by 2023. 

Modernizing rail alignments in Balti-
more is essential to improving service 
between our Nation’s Capitol and all of 
the States in the Northeast Corridor. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR and I 
thank Chairwoman BROWN for working 
with me to address this very critical 
issue of national importance. I also ap-
plaud them for ensuring that at the 
same time H.R. 6003 makes significant 
investments in Amtrak, the bill takes 
appropriate steps to demand account-
ability of Amtrak for these invest-
ments, including requiring Amtrak to 
implement a modern financial account-
ing and reporting system not later 
than 1 year after the date of H.R. 6003’s 
enactment. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
long-overdue legislation to provide the 
investments we need to ensure that 
America has a safe, effective, and effi-
cient passenger rail system for years to 
come. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I am 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished former Chair of the Rail 
Subcommittee and current ranking 
member of the Coast Guard Com-
mittee, one of the leaders of the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
LATOURETTE). 

Mr. LATOURETTE. I thank the 
chairman of the committee, and I 
thank him for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, this is my 14th year in 
the Congress. This is the first year that 
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we’ve not had a major dustup over Am-
trak, and that is a direct credit to the 
hard work on our side of Mr. SHUSTER 
and Mr. MICA, and on the Democratic 
side to Chairwoman BROWN and the 
chairman of our full committee, who 
Ms. BROWN has referred to as the guru 
of transportation. And I think this bill 
is one that deserves every Member’s 
support. 

I was glad that Chairman OBERSTAR, 
in his remarks, talked about the high 
cost of fuel and gasoline, and he talked 
about airlines. And I just want to 
throw another one in. Continental Air-
lines is a big carrier in my part of the 
world. They just announced they’re 
going to lay off 3,000 people out of a 
workforce of 54,000. And in talking to 
them, their jet fuel costs in the last 
year have gone up $2.3 billion. And if 
you think about what $2.3 billion 
means, translated over the workforce, 
it means that if fuel hadn’t gone up by 
that amount, everybody that works for 
Continental Airlines could have gotten 
a raise of $50,000. I mean, we’re talking 
real money. 

I just left a presentation by Michael 
Ward, the CEO, President and CEO of 
CSX, and his new advertising campaign 
as he attempts to convince those of us 
in Ohio and West Virginia and Pennsyl-
vania and Virginia and Maryland to 
build the national gateway project. 
They can take a ton, a ton of cargo 
from Cleveland, Ohio, to Baltimore, 
Maryland, on a gallon of diesel fuel. 
Now, that is where we should be mak-
ing our investments, and if we can do it 
with freight, we can certainly do it 
with passenger rail. 

I’m excited about this bill not only 
because we’re going to stop the sort of 
nitpicking that’s gone on here about 
how much Amtrak could get as a Fed-
eral subsidy. I’ve been here when we 
had the administration send up zero as 
the Federal contribution; I’ve been 
here when they sent up $500 million. I 
think this year they sent up $800 mil-
lion when everybody agrees that that’s 
not sufficient. 

The chairwoman and I have traveled 
the world looking at passenger rail sys-
tems. There is not a passenger rail sys-
tem in the country, in the world, that 
makes money and doesn’t rely on their 
government to make a contribution. 

We have a societal choice. We can ei-
ther have people get in their car and 
pay $4.05 a gallon for one person listen-
ing to the radio, or we can convince 
them that for trips of 400 miles or less 
that passenger rail is a viable alter-
native in this country. And Mr. MICA’s 
vision of high-speed passenger rail is a 
viable alternative in this country, and 
they can get from point A to point B in 
a cheap, clean, environmentally friend-
ly way; and this bill moves us in that 
direction. 

So congratulations, I think, go 
around to Mr. MICA, Mr. SHUSTER, Ms. 
BROWN, and Chairman OBERSTAR. 

We should be embarrassed, Mr. Chair-
man, as Americans when you look at 
what the Asians and the Europeans are 

doing with passenger rail that we have 
such a sad state of affairs in the United 
States of America. It’s time to stop it, 
and I just want to thank all four of the 
leaders of our committee for including 
a proposal to make a real commitment 
for the first time in the history, of re-
cent history of passenger rail to the 
Midwestern part of this United States. 

And I know, I know for a fact that if 
we put the Federal resources to build a 
high-speed rail line from Cleveland to 
Columbus to Cincinnati, people would 
beg, would beg to be on that train for 
120 miles an hour to get their business 
done. 

My congratulations. Good bill. We all 
need to vote for it. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself 30 seconds. 

I want to express my appreciation 
both to Mr. SHUSTER for his comments 
and to Mr. LATOURETTE for his obser-
vations. But it must also be added that 
in the bleak years of those starvation 
budgets for Amtrak, the gentleman 
from Ohio was out front with Ms. 
BROWN and myself advocating for in-
creased funding for Amtrak. 

If you look at the New York Times 
today, the gentleman referred to the 
price of fuel. Every increase in the 
price of fuel, already up 84 percent 
compared with last year, increases 
pressures on airlines. We have to pump 
7,000 gallons into a 737 and 60,000 into a 
747. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself another 15 seconds. 

So airlines are doing a whole host of 
new initiatives including washing their 
engines frequently. They get grime out 
of the engine which increases effi-
ciency. And they’re cutting back on a 
whole host of things like less water on-
board aircraft for the lavatories, and 
they’re trying to cut the paper manu-
als for the pilot and copilot in half to 
save weight onboard the aircrafts. It’s 
all reported in today’s New York Times 
and are things we’ve known on the 
committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself another 15 seconds. 

Today’s bill puts us on course to do 
the right thing for the American pub-
lic. Save fuel. Save the impact on the 
environment. Move people more effi-
ciently. 

Now I yield 2 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from the land of 
high-speed intercity rail passenger 
service, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. COSTA). 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 6003, 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008. With over 21,000 
miles that has already been mentioned 
of track in the United States and 44 
routes throughout America, this reau-
thorization measure is sorely needed, 
and Chairman OBERSTAR and Chair-
woman BROWN deserve a great deal of 

credit and thanks for their hard work 
and their efforts on this, along with my 
minority colleagues that are sup-
porting this effort. 

This legislation, as noted, will make 
improvements to existing lines 
throughout the country and in Cali-
fornia. California provides over $70 mil-
lion a year for intercity rail. We have 
the second, the third, and the sixth 
most frequently used corridors in the 
Nation. As a matter of fact, when peo-
ple think about California, they think 
of the land of cars. But the fact of the 
matter is is that we have more inter-
city passenger ridership in California 
than any other State in the Union. 

In my district, the Amtrak San Joa-
quin lines run from Bakersfield to Oak-
land to Sacramento. It’s the sixth busi-
est corridor in the country and had 
nearly 800,000 riders in fiscal year 2006. 

California, of course, obviously is not 
alone. This bill that Chairman OBER-
STAR and Chairwoman BROWN have 
been working on so hard and diligently, 
the RIDE 21 Act, will promote the de-
velopment, construction, and the po-
tential for high-speed rail, which is the 
transportation system that I think is a 
part of America’s 21st century inter-
modal, interconnected system that will 
be the state-of-the-art system that we 
will depend upon. 

Our friends in Europe and Japan have 
had great success with developing over 
6,000 miles of high-speed rail in Europe 
and over 2,000 miles of high-speed rail 
in Japan, and it is expanding. This is 
fourth generation state-of-the-art tech-
nology that we can have off the shelf. 
We don’t have to reinvent the wheel. 

This November in California we will 
have a $9 billion bond measure that 
will help us implement the first state- 
of-the-art high-speed rail system, 790 
miles, trains that will go 225 miles an 
hour connecting 80 percent of Califor-
nia’s population. This measure will be 
a big shot in the arm to help this 
State. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
will yield an 30 additional seconds. 

Mr. COSTA. This measure will give 
an added shot in the arm to assist Cali-
fornia and other States throughout the 
country that want to implement, 
choose 21st-century state-of-the-art 
high-speed rail within their States. 
There are 11 corridors there. This no-
tion that, in fact, we are giving a sub-
sidy makes no sense. Every system of 
transportation in this country, road-
ways, airlines, freight, rail, and ports 
and harbors have had a public partner-
ship, and there is a subsidy in them. 
And to think that we would not do any-
thing less than that for rail in this 
country, for passenger rail, makes no 
sense. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
these good measures for all of the right 
reasons. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to yield 3 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. SHAYS). 
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Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Chairman, I appre-

ciate my colleague, Mr. MICA, yielding 
to me. 

I rise in support today of H.R. 6003, 
the Passenger Rail Investment Im-
provement Act, because we can’t afford 
our Nation’s rail service to fail. Our 
economy depends on it, and the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks made clear 
that our country can’t rely on one 
mode of interstate public transpor-
tation. 

Amtrak hasn’t succeeded because it 
is underfunded, its line serves too 
many areas which don’t need service, 
its customer service is poor, and it 
lacks imagination and creativity. 

I am pleased this legislation begins 
to address Amtrak’s funding needs by 
providing more funding for capital im-
provements in operations and encour-
aging private sector participation, 
which I think is huge. 

I do, however, have concerns about 
writing Amtrak a check with no 
strings attached. Increased financial 
reports must be linked to the reforms. 
We must take a hard look at profitable 
lines across the country, and we must 
have a clearer sense of Amtrak’s busi-
ness plan. 

Mr. Chairman, the inconvenient 
truth is the transportation infrastruc-
ture in our country is broken. We have 
not maintained our commitment to our 
roads and highways and public trans-
portation systems, and as a result, our 
transportation system, particularly 
rail, is failing. Making passenger rail a 
viable option for commuters will get 
cars off our congested highways, reduce 
the stress on our aging roads, and de-
crease oil consumption. 

b 1130 

Another inconvenient truth is the 
rising cost of oil which is driving the 
cost of gasoline to new highs on a daily 
basis. Investing in energy efficient rail 
reduces our reliance on foreign oil and 
is a step in the direction towards en-
ergy independence, a step we should 
have been taking after the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001. 

It is critical we conserve our fuel and 
develop the resources and technologies 
that will make us energy independent. 

We are at a crossroads regarding our 
transportation infrastructure. I believe 
the time is right for an increased com-
mitment to efficiency, on our high-
ways, in our public transportation sys-
tems, and in our consumption of oil 
and the use of energy. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 1 minute to the distinguished 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI). 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman, for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, today I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 6003. I commend Chair-
man OBERSTAR, Chairwoman BROWN, 
Ranking Members MICA and SHUSTER 
for this bill. 

This bill provides a vision for the fu-
ture of passenger rail in the U.S. It 
provides the necessary investments to 
modernize our antiquated system. 

Of special significance is section 217 
which provides significant resources to 
Amtrak and to the States to address 
key chokepoints that slow down travel 
and commerce and cause unnecessary 
pollution from stalled trains. Illinois 
has already dedicated more funding to 
improve Amtrak’s service. So I am 
pleased that the committee report ad-
dresses several critical bottlenecks re-
ported by Amtrak that affect Illinois 
residents, including the Heritage Cor-
ridor line, which links Chicago to Jo-
liet, as well other key routes from Chi-
cago to Carbondale, Detroit, Michigan, 
and Porter, Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6003 puts American 
passenger rail back on track, and I 
look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues and Amtrak to im-
prove and expand passenger rail service 
in our country. I urge passage of this 
visionary bill. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, may I in-
quire as to how much time remains on 
each side? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from Florida has 12 minutes remaining, 
and the gentleman from Minnesota has 
12 minutes remaining. 

Mr. MICA. I have at this time no fur-
ther speakers. I will reserve the bal-
ance of my time for my closing re-
marks and whatever time that Mr. 
OBERSTAR chooses to take, or if he 
needs additional time, I will be glad to 
assist him. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 2 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL). 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Chairman, the 
Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008 is a great piece 
of legislation. I want to commend 
Chairman OBERSTAR and Chairwoman 
CORRINE BROWN. I know how hard you 
worked on this the last several years, 
both of you, and of course, Ranking 
Member MICA and Mr. SHUSTER from 
Pennsylvania. 

The need for a strong, national pas-
senger railroad system grows daily. 
The price of oil has reached $140 per 
barrel. 

On the ground, congestion on our 
interstates mounts with increases of 
commuters and the movement of 
goods. In the air, many of our Nation’s 
airlines are cutting back the number of 
planes and, therefore, the capacity by 
10 to 20 percent. The American people 
need and deserve an alternative to 
driving their automobiles and traveling 
by airplane. 

This legislation would bolster the 
fortunes of our intercity passenger rail 
system and put Amtrak on the path to 
success. 

In addition to procuring new rolling 
stock and meeting its labor commit-
ments, under this bill Amtrak would be 
able to make needed improvements to 
the heavily trafficked Northeast Cor-
ridor, NEC. 

My home State of New Jersey and 
Amtrak have had an interesting, sym-
biotic relationship. The Northeast Cor-
ridor rail operations are important for 

New Jersey’s economic growth and our 
competitiveness, as the NEC is the 
spine for New Jersey Transit’s com-
muter rail system. Both Mr. OBERSTAR 
and Mr. MICA have come, seen. They 
understand what the situation is in 
terms of our relationship to economic 
growth. Eighty percent of all New Jer-
sey Transit riders use the Northeast 
Corridor, nearly 200,000 daily trips. 

New Jersey Transit is the major op-
erator on the NEC, operating 385 trains 
per day to Newark, New York, and the 
30th Street Philadelphia Station, as 
compared to Amtrak’s 110 daily trains. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman from New Jersey has ex-
pired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield the gen-
tleman 30 additional seconds. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Accordingly, the 
State of New Jersey has invested more 
than $1.8 billion in the NEC for Amtrak 
stations like the Newark Airport Sta-
tion, as well as for capital investments 
that benefit both Amtrak and New Jer-
sey. 

This is a great relationship. New Jer-
sey’s putting up its money, and the 
Federal Government now is leveraging 
that money. This is what it is all 
about, if we could get States to partner 
in what we’re trying to do. That’s why 
I commend the leadership on both 
sides. 

New Jersey has a major interest in 
the success of the corridor. This stake 
will increase going forward as we work 
with Amtrak, the FTA, the FRA to 
build this critical infrastructure. The 
new tunnel that we’re going to invest 
in through the Hudson River is just an-
other way. 

I want to thank both sides for this 
great legislation. I wish you both well. 

Mr. MICA. I continue to reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 3 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from Col-
orado (Mr. SALAZAR), and before the 
gentleman, I yield myself 10 seconds to 
observe that the gentleman who just 
spoke representing New Jersey, New 
Jersey is the only State in America to 
have achieved a mode shift of 10 per-
cent of all travel by transit. If the rest 
of America would do that, we would 
save 550 million barrels of oil a year, 
the amount we import from Saudi Ara-
bia. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I want to thank the 
gentleman from Minnesota for yield-
ing, and I would like to recognize him 
as a real leader in our rail transpor-
tation system. Chairman OBERSTAR, 
Chairwoman BROWN and Ranking Mem-
ber MICA and our Ranking Member 
SHUSTER, I want to thank you for your 
exceptional work and leadership on 
this important bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008 and 
urge swift passage on this measure. 

H.R. 6003 is long overdue, and it has 
been nearly 11 years since Congress has 
authorized funding for Amtrak. And 
without sufficient funds, Amtrak has 
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been forced to operate with its hands 
tied. Maintenance and legacy projects 
have been delayed, and salaries have 
been frozen, and infrastructure has 
been deteriorating. 

Improving our passenger rail system 
is critical. It will mean better service 
reliability, reduced trip times, added 
capacity, and less congested highways. 

I am also pleased that this bill ad-
dresses high-speed rail. A number of us 
had the opportunity to travel with 
Chairman DEFAZIO and Chairwoman 
BROWN and Ranking Member MICA to 
Europe several months ago, where we 
saw the advancements that have been 
made in various modes of transpor-
tation, notably high-speed rail. I think 
it is unacceptable that this country is 
so far behind other countries in this 
area. 

We also saw how public and private 
partnerships work to be successful. 
Given the current budget constraints, 
we need to keep all funding options on 
the table, including these partnerships. 

H.R. 6003 is a good bill that will allow 
for necessary improvements to be made 
to our Nation’s transportation net-
work. Hopefully, some day, we can 
have a high-speed rail system that will 
connect Denver to Grand Junction and 
all the ski areas in between. It will 
connect Fort Collins, the Pueblo, along 
the front range of Colorado. 

I carefully support this beautiful 
piece of bipartisan legislation, and Mr. 
Chairman, I want to commend you for 
your strong leadership. I am proud to 
be a member of this bipartisan com-
mittee that works to improve Amer-
ica’s transportation problems. 

Mr. MICA. I continue to reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 2 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from New 
York (Mr. NADLER). 

Mr. NADLER. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. 

I rise in support of this bill to reau-
thorize Amtrak, create a State grant 
program for intercity passenger rail, 
and invest in high-speed rail corridors. 
I want to thank the chairman, JIM 
OBERSTAR, and CORRINE BROWN and 
Ranking Members MICA and SHUSTER 
for moving this bill, which is long over-
due. 

For years, Amtrak has been under-
funded and threatened with bank-
ruptcy. For the last several years, Am-
trak has received just enough money to 
maintain its system while many crit-
ical capital improvements have had to 
be postponed. As of 2005, Amtrak had a 
backlog of $4.2 billion in capital invest-
ments, which rises to $6 billion if you 
include the necessary bridge and tun-
nel improvements. Even with adequate 
funding, it will probably take 10 years 
to complete the work to bring the sys-
tem into a state of good repair. 

We cannot afford to play catchup 
with our rail transportation system, 
certainly not as gas prices continue to 
skyrocket. We have to look for ways to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 
combat global warming. We should be 

shifting people from cars and airplanes 
onto rail. 

This bill is also of particular benefit 
to the Northeast and to New York. In 
addition to the investments in the 
Northeast Corridor, the bill authorizes 
$2.5 billion for a new State capital 
grant program for intercity passenger 
rail projects. I am particularly thank-
ful to the committee for structuring 
this program so that projects such as 
the Moynihan Station project in New 
York City are eligible to apply for 
these grants. Penn Station in my dis-
trict is the largest station in the pas-
senger rail network and is the hub of 
the Northeast Corridor. It is basically 
at capacity. If we are to increase rail 
traffic, we have to look beyond just the 
track space between cities to improv-
ing the stations at the end of the line. 
I would like to thank Chairman OBER-
STAR for working with us to ensure 
that the language was written in such 
a way that projects like Moynihan Sta-
tion are eligible. 

Investing in high-speed rail is an ur-
gent issue. We must accelerate invest-
ment in our rail infrastructure. This 
bill finally starts to authorize rail in-
vestments at an adequate level. It 
makes eminent sense as part of a ra-
tional energy and transportation pol-
icy. I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port it. 

I thank again the chairman and the 
ranking member. 

Mr. MICA. I continue to reserve. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 2 minutes to 

the distinguished gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CUELLAR). 

Mr. CUELLAR. I thank the chairman 
from Minnesota; the chairwoman, Ms. 
BROWN; of course, our ranking mem-
bers, Mr. MICA and Mr. SHUSTER, for 
the leadership that they provided in 
moving this bill from committee and 
bringing it down to the floor. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008. 

I also would like to thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR for including in the man-
ager’s amendment a proposed amend-
ment both RUBÉN HINOJOSA and myself 
have, and I thank them. 

The proposed amendment that is part 
of the manager’s amendment would 
charge the Department of Transpor-
tation with studying the feasibility of 
extending the South Central High- 
Speed Rail Corridor from San Antonio 
into south Texas. 

South Texas is home to a large popu-
lation that is a great distance removed 
from the City of San Antonio. Laredo, 
my hometown as an example, has been 
identified as the fastest growing city in 
the State of Texas, the second fastest 
growing city in the United States. 

South of San Antonio we have four 
counties in the Rio Grande Valley that 
boasts a population that’s larger than 
nine States. The State Data Center 
projects that the population of the 
greater Laredo and greater McAllen 
areas will more than double in the next 
2 decades. 

With the high price of gas and the 
large geographic distance that sepa-
rates many of the towns in south 
Texas, the presence of high-speed rail 
will make a significant impact on the 
mobility of south Texans. The presence 
of high-speed rail in this rapidly ex-
panding region will provide south 
Texas with greater access and mobil-
ity, and I look forward to working with 
the Department of Transportation to 
explore those options. 

Again, I want to thank you. I applaud 
the efforts of Chairman OBERSTAR and 
his leadership and the ranking mem-
bers for their leadership. 

I thank the Chairman from Minnesota and I 
thank the Gentleman and Ranking Member 
MICA for the leadership in moving this bill 
through committee and bringing it to the floor. 

Ms. Chairman, I rise today in strong support 
of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008. 

This legislation will bring much needed relief 
and reform to our rail systems by increasing 
capital and operating grants to Amtrak, devel-
oping State Passenger Corridor, and working 
to Reduce Amtrak’s debt. 

I would also like to thank the Chairman for 
including in the manager’s amendment the 
proposed amendment submitted by me. 

South Texas is home to a large population 
that is a great distance removed from the city 
of San Antonio. 

The City of Laredo, the closest major metro-
politan area south of San Antonio, is 150 
miles away from San Antonio. 

Laredo has been identified as the fastest 
growing city in Texas, and the second fastest 
growing city in the United States. 

The City of Laredo is home to the largest in-
land port in the nation through which 40 per-
cent of goods trucked into the U.S. are in-
spected and allowed to pass. 

The State of Data Center projects that the 
population in the greater Laredo area will dou-
ble in the next couple of decades. 

For these reasons, it is my intent that the 
Secretary consider a south Texas Connection 
such as the City of Laredo as the location for 
a potential new connection to the south Cen-
tral High Speed Rail Corridor. 

With the high price of gas and the large ge-
ographic distance that separates many towns 
in South Texas, the presence of high speed 
rail will make a significant impact on my con-
stituents. 

My proposed amendment would charge the 
Department of Transportation with studying 
the feasibility of extending the South Central 
High-Speed Rail Corridor to serve the bur-
geoning population south of San Antonio. 

I believe that the presence of high-speed 
rail in the rapidly expending area in South 
Texas will provide my constituents with a new 
way to travel, and I look forward to working 
with the Department of Transportation to ex-
plore these options. 

Mr. MICA. Continuing to reserve, and 
I would be glad to yield some time to 
the other side if they do need it. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. May I inquire how 
much time remains on both sides, Mr. 
Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from Minnesota has 4 minutes remain-
ing, and the gentleman from Florida 
continues to have 12 minutes remain-
ing. 
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Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 2 minutes to 

the distinguished gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts to engage in a discussion 
about Amtrak. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of the underlying bill, the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act, and I want to congratulate 
the chairman, Mr. OBERSTAR, and also 
the ranking member for their great 
work on this. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise to engage in a 
colloquy with you. As you know, I sub-
mitted an amendment on this bill ear-
lier in the week related to security 
training for Amtrak frontline employ-
ees. I have been encouraged to with-
draw the amendment in order to expe-
dite consideration of this bill, which is 
very important and which I support. 
However, I remain troubled by one un-
derlying issue. 

As evidenced by the terrorist attacks 
against rail systems in Madrid and in 
London and in Moscow and in Tokyo 
and Mumbai, and 3 days ago in Algeria, 
terrorists have demonstrated their in-
tent to continue to target public tran-
sit systems as a favored tactic against 
civilian populations. 

In response to this continued threat, 
Congress in the 9/11 Commission Act of 
2007 directed the Secretary of Home-
land Security to issue comprehensive 
rail and transit worker training direc-
tives to prepare our rail workers and 
transit workers to prevent and respond 
to potential terrorist attacks against 
our public transit systems. 

b 1145 
With respect to railroad employees, 

the law required the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to develop and 
issue security training regulations by 
last February, 4 months ago, so that 
each carrier could develop a training 
program based on this guidance. 

Regrettably, however, and this gets 
to the issue of my amendment, the Sec-
retary has failed to comply with the 9/ 
11 Act’s rail worker training directives 
and has not issued a single mandated 
regulation. Worse yet, this missed 
deadline comes on the heels of yet an-
other missed deadline by the Depart-
ment on issuing interim training regu-
lations for transit workers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts has ex-
pired. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield the gen-
tleman 1 additional minute. 

Mr. LYNCH. If the locomotive engi-
neers, security personnel, our dis-
patchers, our conductors, train work-
ers and rail workers don’t understand 
what our plan is in the event of an at-
tack, then we really don’t have a plan. 

Mr. Chairman, in light of the contin-
ued reports from our Nation’s front 
line rail workers, I respectfully ask 
you to join me in sending a letter to 
the Amtrak Inspector General asking 
him to conduct a review of the current 
state of security training provided to 
front line Amtrak employees. It is my 
understanding that the Inspector Gen-
eral would welcome this responsibility. 

I yield to the gentleman from Min-
nesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I appreciate the 
gentleman raising this issue. It’s a 
matter of very deep concern to us on 
the committee. It goes to the heart of 
safety and security on our domestic 
passenger rail system. I certainly will 
join enthusiastically with the gen-
tleman in making this request to the 
Inspector General of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, thank 
you. I want to congratulate you on the 
great work on this bill. I do want to en-
courage my colleagues to support the 
underlying bill. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for his concern. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, first of all 
I would like to insert in the RECORD a 
letter by the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Of-
ficials, commonly known as AASHTO, 
in support of the measure and also a 
letter from the Association of Amer-
ican Railroads in support of this meas-
ure. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICIALS, 

Washington, DC, June 10, 2008. 
Hon. JOHN L. MICA, 
Ranking Republican Member, Transportation 

and Infrastructure Committee, House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN MICA: On behalf of the 
Standing Committee on Rail Transportation 
and the Intercity Passenger Rail Leadership 
Group of the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO), I am writing to support House 
passage of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008. 

The States have been leading the way in 
developing rail corridors through investment 
in capital projects to increase capacity, re-
duce travel times and improve on-time per-
formance. In addition, 14 states support 
intercity passenger rail through payment of 
operating costs on additional frequencies on 
routes. According to a survey by AASHTO, 
at least 35 states are developing intercity 
passenger rail plans for additional future 
service. I would like to thank you for includ-
ing funding for the intercity passenger rail 
capital grant program to assist states in im-
proving infrastructure on intercity pas-
senger rail routes. 

As you know, intercity passenger rail rid-
ership across the United States is on the rise 
in part due to congestion on the highways 
and at the airports and the rising cost of gas-
oline. Having another truly viable transpor-
tation option in intercity passenger rail will 
give consumers another choice in both busi-
ness and leisure travel and a choice that is 
the most environmentally friendly. Intercity 
Passenger Rail consumes 17 percent less en-
ergy per passenger mile than airlines and 21 
percent less per passenger mile than auto-
mobiles. The average intercity passenger rail 
train produces 60 percent lower carbon diox-
ide emissions per passenger mile than the av-
erage auto, and half the carbon dioxide emis-
sions per passenger mile of an airplane. 

For too long, intercity passenger rail has 
been an underutilized mode in our national 
transportation system. With this historic 
legislation, you will make intercity pas-
senger rail competitive and marketable to 
an anxious public. The time for intercity 
passenger rail investment is now. I commend 
you for your leadership and for moving this 

legislation so quickly and pledge my support 
to the effort. 

Sincerely, 
ASTRID C. GLYNN, 

Chair. 

ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICAN RAILROADS, 

Washington, DC, June 10, 2008. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: The House of Rep-

resentatives is scheduled to consider H.R. 
6003, the ‘‘Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008’’ on the floor today. 
The Association of American Railroads 
(AAR) is writing to urge you to support the 
bill. 

H.R. 6003 would authorize capital grants to 
help Amtrak bring the Northeast Corridor to 
a state-of-good-repair, procure new rolling 
stock, rehabilitate existing bridges, and 
make additional capital improvements and 
maintenance over its entire network. The 
bill would also provide congestion grants to 
Amtrak and the States for high-priority rail 
corridors in order to reduce congestion and 
facilitate ridership growth. 

AAR commends the bipartisan leadership 
of the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure for introducing and reporting 
this important bill. We urge the full House 
to approve H.R. 6003. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. HAMBERGER, 

President and Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr. Chairman, as we conclude debate 
today, I do consider this an historic de-
bate. You’ve heard other Members say 
they’ve been here for decades and 
they’ve never seen a resolution of some 
of the problems in the debate about 
Amtrak. Today, working together in a 
bipartisan fashion, you are seeing what 
we can do. This is what we can do and 
we can make this work because we 
combine the best of the proposals. And 
that’s what the Founding Fathers real-
ly created this institution for. 

We heard Mr. COSTA from California 
come and speak in favor from the Dem-
ocrat side. We heard from Mr. 
LATOURETTE from Ohio come and speak 
in favor. We heard Mr. SALAZAR from 
Colorado. We heard Mr. SHAYS from 
Connecticut. We heard Mr. NADLER 
from New York. So from basically sea 
to shining sea, you see support for this 
measure because it takes the best of 
what this institution can offer. 

I must take a moment to pay special 
tribute to the gentleman from Min-
nesota. Sometimes the good Lord has a 
special way of making things happen 
for people. Now he became the chair-
man after 32 years. I would have liked 
to have been the chairman rather than 
the ranking member, but how fitting 
for him after 32 years of working as a 
staffer, then a Member. When I came to 
Congress, he was chairman of the Avia-
tion Subcommittee. The good Lord 
would have it in February of 2001 by 
sheer coincidence that would probably 
never be re-created, I became the 
chairman of Aviation through probably 
one of its most difficult times. We all 
worked together after 9/11. We kept the 
country safe, particularly in aviation 
which the enemy saw as our Achilles’ 
heel. We did that by working together 
then and we’re making a big change in 
this country today by working to-
gether to bring high-speed rail for the 
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first time in the history of this coun-
try—the first time, folks—and we took 
again the best ideas and melded them 
together through the efforts of every-
one on the committee. I want to thank 
the staff. The staff has done a tremen-
dous job in trying to work on this 
issue. 

Let me say, too, that this proposal 
for high-speed rail and making it work 
isn’t my idea. I like to borrow other 
people’s good ideas. It’s interesting 
that Richard Branson who created Vir-
gin Air, which many people have heard 
of, he also bought the two north-south 
lines in England that go north and 
south. He instituted private invest-
ment in that line. He expanded employ-
ment, put in new equipment and ex-
panded passenger service there. He’s 
paid a dividend the last 5 years in that 
high-speed service and is actually on 
his way to almost eliminating the Fed-
eral subsidy the U.K. subsidy. Even Ro-
mania is privatizing its rail. So it’s not 
improper that the United States, the 
bastion of free enterprise, now takes 
this important step. And it’s not all 
about privatization because it is a pub-
lic-private partnership. 

Let me say to our friends, our broth-
ers and sisters in labor, that some of 
them support this, some have questions 
about it, but all of the workers, wheth-
er it’s a private system or Amtrak or 
combination, are guaranteed protec-
tions in this. For the first time they 
can see hope of an expanding rather 
than a contracting industry. When I 
came 16 years ago, the employment in 
Amtrak was 28,000. Today it’s 19,000 
and going down. The people want this 
service across the United States and 
will partner with this service so they 
have that great opportunity. 

The American people aren’t inter-
ested in us arguing and coming up here 
and making headlines of charges and 
countercharges and not getting any-
thing done. The American people are 
facing $4 gasoline prices. They’re not 
facing options like Europeans and 
Asians have to get around their coun-
try. We should have that here in the 
United States because we’re the most 
innovative, creative and entrepre-
neurial people the good Lord ever put 
on the face of this earth. So, yes, I be-
lieve we can make this work. I thank 
so much the gentleman from Min-
nesota. John Brennan is not with us, 
one of our staffers. He left last Friday 
and took a job in the private sector. I 
want to pay tribute to John Brennan 
who left the minority side for the pri-
vate sector. He worked hard over the 
years to try to make this happen, too. 

To the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. OBERSTAR), to the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. BROWN), to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER), to everyone who made this day 
possible and staff, I thank you for your 
hard work and good efforts. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

How much time do I have? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 

61⁄2 minutes remaining. The gentleman 

from Minnesota has 1 minute remain-
ing. 

Mr. MICA. Is it possible for me to 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
Mr. MICA. I want to make sure I do 

everything by the rules, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. The gentleman can 

yield directly to the gentlewoman. 
Mr. MICA. Then I yield 2 minutes to 

the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON). 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Chairman, let me express 
my appreciation to the gentleman from 
Florida for the time. 

At the outset, I would like also to ex-
press my congratulations to our chair-
man, Mr. OBERSTAR, and Rail Sub-
committee Chairwoman BROWN of Flor-
ida for their good works on the bill and 
also the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. SHUSTER) and the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MICA). It is a good bill 
that will have an immediate impact on 
improving the mobility of Americans 
all across the country. 

I would particularly like to thank 
Chairman OBERSTAR and Chairwoman 
BROWN for working with me to include 
a provision that requests the Secretary 
to examine the feasibility of expanding 
the South Central Rail Corridor to 
Houston, Texas. 

Passenger rail lowers American fuel 
consumption because it’s more energy 
efficient than both cars and airplanes. 
Intercity passenger rail consumes 21 
percent less energy per passenger mile 
than automobiles and 17 percent less 
energy per passenger mile than air-
lines. Passenger rail also reduces glob-
al warming because it cuts in half the 
carbon dioxide impact per passenger 
over cars and airplanes, meaning that 
expanding passenger rail will reduce 
global warming. 

The average intercity passenger rail 
train produces 60 percent lower carbon 
dioxide emissions per passenger mile 
than the average automobile and 50 
percent lower emissions than the aver-
age airplane. This bill is not only good 
energy policy, it is also good transpor-
tation policy. Intercity passenger rail 
is an increasingly necessary alter-
native to highway and air travel, as 
congestion grows in many regions of 
the country. For example, Amtrak re-
moves 8 million cars from the road 
each year. 

At a time when gas prices continue 
to skyrocket, the demand by com-
muters and other travelers for cost-ef-
ficient public transportation systems, 
including passenger rail, is growing 
rapidly. This critical bill will help 
meet this growing need. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
sound bipartisan piece of legislation. 

b 1200 
Mr. MICA. Again how much time re-

mains, Mr. Chairman? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 

41⁄2 minutes remaining. 
Mr. MICA. Am I allowed to give Mr. 

OBERSTAR 21⁄2 minutes or 3 minutes? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman may 
yield his remaining time, but not con-
trol thereof. 

Mr. MICA. Let me just conclude by 
again thanking folks. Around this 
place it is very difficult to bring new 
ideas forward. I’ve said in the past that 
sometimes trying to get a new idea 
through Congress is like giving birth to 
a porcupine. I can’t say that this has 
been the easiest task we have under-
taken, but we have given birth today 
to a new idea. 

And the answer is not to just say 
‘‘no,’’ or to zero out a program that is 
so essential to this country. The an-
swer is to come up with a positive solu-
tion, a positive solution for energy. 
And today, again, when gas is $4.05 a 
gallon, this gives some little hope, but 
it is probably the biggest thing that we 
are going to do. And it will have the 
greatest positive impact on America’s 
environment and its energy needs of 
anything we have done this session. 

So I am pleased at this time to yield 
time to Mr. OBERSTAR. How much time 
do I have remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 
31⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. MICA. I would like to yield 31⁄2 
minutes to Chairman OBERSTAR. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from Minnesota will be recognized for 
an additional 31⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. And again I ex-
press my great appreciation for the 
many hours of consultation that we 
have had between the distinguished 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
Florida, and myself, and with Mr. SHU-
STER and myself, and with Ms. BROWN. 
Mr. MICA has been a vigorous advocate 
for high-speed rail passenger service 
with changes, with changes in the way 
we conduct the business of passenger 
rail service in America. And as he said, 
this wasn’t easy. But if it were easy, 
they wouldn’t need us. They wouldn’t 
need Congress if things were all easy. 

But the point of the legislative proc-
ess is to be open, to be receptive, to 
think constructively, to trust that the 
ideas advanced by one or the other side 
are set forth in earnest pursuit of a 
valid public purpose goal. And that has 
been a long tradition of this Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and the principal reason that 
we have succeeded over so many years 
in being the building committee of the 
Congress. 

The gentleman from Connecticut said 
that there weren’t reforms or deplored 
the lack of significant reform in this 
legislation. I just want to say we have 
management improvement. It is re-
quiring a financial accounting system 
for Amtrak operations and a 5-year fi-
nancial plan monitored by the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Inspector 
General, an overall assessment being to 
be done by the Inspector General, 
progress made by Amtrak management 
and by DOT in implementing the provi-
sions of the bill. We direct the Sec-
retary of Treasury, and there has been 
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a consultation with the Secretary of 
Transportation and Amtrak, to nego-
tiate restructuring of Amtrak’s debt. 
We include a corporate governance pro-
vision restructuring Amtrak’s board, 
expanding the board to ten persons 
serving 5-year terms and requiring that 
the President consult with Congress to 
ensure balanced representation of re-
gions served by Amtrak in that board, 
and to have rail transportation or busi-
ness background among those mem-
bers. 

In consultation with the Service 
Transportation Board and Federal 
Railroad Administration, Amtrak is re-
quired to develop standards for meas-
uring performance of quality of inter-
city train operations, including cost re-
covery, on time performance, ridership 
per train mile, on board and station 
services and interconnectivity of 
routes and requires the DOT IG to 
evaluate performance and service qual-
ity of intercity passenger rail service 
and identify the five worst performing 
Amtrak routes from which then IG will 
recommend a process for the DOT to 
consider proposals for competitive 
service by the private sector to Am-
trak on that route. 

Those are significant reforms. And I 
invite the attention of the gentleman 
from Connecticut, and I will send him 
the specifics that I just mentioned. 

We are ready to move ahead with the 
balance of this bill. This is an exciting 
opportunity. This is the beginning of 
the transformation of passenger rail 
service in America. It is not going to 
lead us tomorrow to the Grande 
Vitesse, the TGV of France, or the 
Talgo of Spain, or the ICE of Germany, 
or the Shinkansen of Japan, or the 220- 
mile-per-hour train service between 
Beijing and Shanghai in China. But it 
will put us on a course to get there, to 
achieve those speeds over those dis-
tances. 

When I traveled, as a student, to 
begin graduate studies in 1956 at the 
College of Europe, from Paris to Brus-
sels, the trip was 6 hours. Today that 
trip is 80 minutes. There is no air serv-
ice, no commercial air passenger serv-
ice between the capital of Europe, 
Brussels, and the Capital of France, 
Paris. But there is a train leaving 
every 3 minutes in each direction with 
1,100 passengers on board traveling at 
184 miles per hour, all day long from 6 
in the morning until midnight. 

We should be able to achieve that 
kind of service on the east coast. We 
should be able to achieve that kind of 
service in the Southwest, as was ref-
erenced by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CUELLAR). We should be able to do 
that in California, as was referenced by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COSTA), and in the Pacific Northwest 
and in the Southeast of the United 
States. And this bill will put us on a 
track to do that. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, restor-
ing passenger rail service to one of the most 
densely-populated urban corridors in Ohio 
. . . Cleveland-Columbus Cincinnati . . . is 

an idea beyond overdue at the station. This 
corridor is at the heart of a potentially vibrant 
passenger rail system in Ohio, a fact borne 
out by a number of studies dating back as far 
as the 1980’s. 

Public demand is growing for transportation 
choices in Ohio. Significant anecdotal evi-
dence around the United States suggests that 
even basic passenger rail service such as this 
would draw heavy ridership and grow the de-
mand for more service. 

Today, the reality of ever-higher gasoline 
prices and their impact on the everyday mobil-
ity of our fellow Ohioans and on Ohio’s econ-
omy makes the restoration of rail passenger 
service in Ohio a critical transportation need. 

We are hearing from our constituents in-
creasingly that ‘‘pain at the pump’’ leaves 
them few or only expensive options to travel 
on business, and to access everything from 
education to jobs to medical care. 

Since January 2007 alone, the average 
price of unleaded gas in Cleveland has gone 
up 72 percent. In some cases, Ohioans are 
seeing more and more of their incomes going 
to feed their car and cutting into other life ne-
cessities 

A recent study by the Ohio Rail Association 
discussed the economic impact that high- 
speed rail would have on Ohio and the sur-
rounding region. Here are just a few statistics: 

A seven corridor high speed rail systems in 
Ohio would save $9.4 million in fuel per year. 
There would be approximately 1.1 million an-
nual riders just out of Cleveland alone by 
2025. It would provide 16,700 permanent jobs 
as well as 6,100 temporary jobs to build the 
rail system. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote for the 
passage of this bill to move Amtrak forward 
with high speed rail. 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 6003, the Passenger 
Rail investment and Improvement Act of 2008. 

Since coming to Congress, I have been a 
strong supporter of Amtrak because of the 
benefits it brings, including congestion and en-
vironmental emissions relief. It continues to 
produce almost 20,000 jobs, services more 
than 25.8 million passengers, and provides a 
significant transportation link for communities 
in my congressional district and throughout the 
Nation. 

In H.R. 6003, we authorize more than $14.4 
billion for Amtrak capital and operating grants, 
state intercity passenger grants, and high- 
speed rail over the next five years. Further, we 
provide $1.75 billion for grants to states to fi-
nance construction and equipment for 11 au-
thorized high-speed rail corridors, including the 
St. Louis-Chicago corridor. 

Finally, I want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR 
and Chairwoman BROWN for working with me 
to include a provision that allows previous 
State investments for capital and operating 
Amtrak to be used toward the required 20% 
local match. The bill allows for States to use 
half of what they put into Amtrak in operating 
and capital investments toward their local 
match. Illinois has made significant invest-
ments in recent years into Amtrak and the lan-
guage will help Illinois and other states con-
tinue to provide and expand service. 

Mr. Chairman, I support H.R. 6003 and urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chairman, I strong-
ly support the reauthorization of Amtrak. This 
bipartisan bill authorizes $14.4 billion over five 

years and is Amtrak’s first full reauthorization 
since 1997. The bill includes $4.2 billion for 
capital grants, $3 billion for operations, and 
$1.75 billion over five years for grants for high- 
speed rail corridors. This marks a major step 
in the right direction at a time when con-
sumers around the country are struggling with 
high gasoline prices and limited transportation 
options. 

At the same time, I am sobered by Chair-
man OBERSTAR’s remarks highlighting a Euro-
pean initiative to spend $350 billion on their 
rail system. Over the past decade, the United 
States, by contrast, has barely doled out 
enough resources to allow Amtrak to limp 
along. Our Nation must invest in our infra-
structure if we expect to remain competitive. 
This bill takes the first steps in that direction. 
I would support further action to expand and 
improve intercity passenger service in the 
United States. 

In Oregon, the state transportation depart-
ment partners with Amtrak to provide service 
along the Eugene-Portland-Seattle-Vancouver, 
BC corridor, a federally-designated high speed 
rail corridor, known as the Cascades line. 
While Oregon and Washington pay for the 
Cascades service, Amtrak operates the train, 
and this arrangement has proven to be a very 
successful partnership. 

Ridership on the Oregon segment of the 
line, which has two daily roundtrip trains, has 
nearly quadrupled since it was initiated in 
1994, rising to over 130,000 passengers in 
2006. Total ridership on the Cascades service 
rose over 7 percent last year, reaching 
674,000 passengers, making the Northwest 
high speed rail corridor the seventh most 
heavily traveled in the country. With gas prices 
high, ridership on the corridor for the first 
quarter of 2008 is up 14.4 percent compared 
to the first quarter of 2007. This train service 
is an important part of the region’s transpor-
tation system on the congested 1–5 corridor. 

As successful as the Cascades service is, 
however, reaching its full potential will require 
additional investments in the rail line to allow 
Oregon and Amtrak to increase the frequency 
and reliability of service. The authorization of 
capital grants for this purpose will provide 
needed system upgrades and will strengthen 
this successful partnership. 

I am also supportive of Congressman OBER-
STAR’S manager’s amendment, which allows 
for grants to create bike storage on Amtrak 
trains. Much of the increased ridership in Or-
egon and around the country is a result of 
people changing their work commutes to in-
clude public transportation. Many commuters, 
however, still need their bikes to get to and 
from the train stations, or for transportation at 
their destination. By equipping our trains with 
bike storage we offer people more choices 
and we do so in a way that is efficient, eco-
nomical, and good for the environment. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, today 
I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 6003, 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008. I am glad to see this bill on 
the House floor, as it shows a commitment by 
this Congress to strengthening and improving 
America’s passenger rail system and moving 
Amtrak forward. 

I am proud to be an original cosponsor of 
this legislation. This bill includes development 
of new intercity passenger rail services, includ-
ing $500 million per year to states to cover the 
capital costs of investing in new intercity pas-
senger rail services. By investing in new rail 
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infrastructure, this legislation creates jobs, in-
creases tourism and spurs economic develop-
ment in the communities impacted by new rail 
service. 

In Iowa’s First District, this bill will help fund 
two new routes that would both increase rail 
services and provide economic benefits. The 
routes between Chicago and the Quad Cities 
and Chicago to Dubuque, Iowa would encour-
age economic development in both Iowa and 
Illinois, while creating local jobs and decreas-
ing traffic and congestion. Both of these routes 
would provide another piece to a new trans-
portation corridor through the center of the 
country, which would be beneficial for busi-
ness and recreation from coast-to-coast. 

I am also glad to see Section 220 up for 
House passage today that includes the ‘Study 
of the Use of Biobased Lubricants.’ This lan-
guage instructs the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration to issue a report on the feasibility of 
using readily biodegradable lubricants by 
freight and passenger railroads, partly through 
comparisons of these lubricants with the petro-
leum-based lubricants traditionally used. The 
National Ag-Based Lubricants Center (NABL) 
at the University of Northern Iowa would be a 
perfect partner for the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration in this study, as NABL’s expertise 
and resources in biobased lubricants is un-
matched, and it is the only entity whose pri-
mary mission is the research and testing of 
agricultural-based lubricants. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR, Chairwoman 
BROWN, and the rest of Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee for their work on this leg-
islation, and I look forward to seeing these im-
portant changes becoming law. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of H.R. 6003, the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act, 
authored by my friend and colleague, Chair-
man JAMES OBERSTAR of Minnesota. As a 
New Yorker, I strongly support making travel 
easier, safer, and more affordable for my con-
stituents and for all Americans who choose 
this method of travel. This bill mandates that 
preference be given to rail projects that have 
high levels of projected ridership and punc-
tuality which will include the development of a 
high speed rail project between Washington 
and New York City. H.R. 6003 serves to im-
prove not only the quality of service on the 
most popular rail line in the country, but also 
will increase the availability and accessibility of 
mass transit to individuals. In this era of sky-
rocketing energy costs and global warming, 
encouraging the development of efficient mass 
transit options is very important to improve our 
economy and protect our environment. 

As a frequent Amtrak user, I know how im-
portant it is for rail service in the Northeast 
Corridor to be in a constant state of ‘‘good re-
pair.’’ I am sure that thousands of my fellow 
passengers, men and women traveling for 
business or personal reasons on this popular 
railway also will appreciate this requirement. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in support of final passage of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act 
and to commend Chairman OBERSTAR, Rank-
ing Member MICA, and Subcommittee Chair-
woman BROWN and Ranking Member SHU-
STER for their leadership in constructing this bi- 
partisan bill. 

Mr. Chairman, the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008—author-
izes appropriations for Amtrak for FY2009– 

FY2013 and makes long overdue improve-
ments and enhancements to the system. Mil-
lions of Americans rely on Amtrak and its local 
lines for everything from commuting to work to 
going on holiday. In 2007 alone, 28 million 
passengers rode Amtrak. Amtrak has become 
a critical part of the Nation’s transportation in-
frastructure and every effort must be made to 
sustain the system as a safe and reliable 
source of transportation. 

This bill authorizes $14.5 billion for com-
muter rail transit enhancements, a high-speed 
rail service route between New York and 
Washington, DC, and contains important re-
forms and operational enhancement. The bill 
also contains needed accountability measures 
and capital improvement funding. 

To increase accountability, the bill requires 
Amtrak to implement a modern financial ac-
counting and reporting system. Amtrak must 
also submit an annual budget and business 
plan. 

With the passage of the Davis/Van Hollen/ 
Hoyer amendment regarding WMATA, the bill 
also provides a more reliable source of fund-
ing for maintenance and improvement projects 
in the Washington, DC Metro area. 

We all know that the Federal Government 
relies heavily on the Metro system to bring 
thousands of its employees to work each day: 
employees of our national security agencies, 
employees of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, and all the other Federal 
agencies that help provide services to the 
American people. But, the Metro system is 
also a critical link in any evacuation plan of 
the Nation’s capital. 

These are just a couple of the reasons the 
Federal government has invested billions of 
U.S. taxpayer dollars in WMATA construction 
and maintenance projects over the years. 
Since WMATA’s creation, keeping the Metro 
up and running has become a national priority. 

The Davis/Van Hollen/Hoyer amendment 
helps ensure the Metro remains a reliable 
source of transportation for Federal employees 
by authorizing $150 million a year in matching 
funds for ten years to help WMATA pay for 
critical improvement and maintenance. But, 
importantly, these matching funds can only be 
accessed when the local jurisdictions of Mary-
land, Virginia and the District of Columbia con-
tribute their own funds from a dedicated 
source. 

Currently, the Federal Government is at the 
whim of local jurisdictions on a year-to-year 
basis, as to whether they will uphold their part 
of this long-term Federal-local funding partner-
ship regarding WMATA. 

Our amendment specifically states that 
funds authorized in the legislation cannot be 
available until WMATA notifies the Department 
of Transportation that local jurisdictions have 
established a reliable source of funds to pay 
their share of Metro operating and mainte-
nance costs. 

Over the years, Amtrak has proven it is a 
critical and growing part of the country’s trans-
portation infrastructure. Last May, Amtrak rid-
ership rose 12.3 percent from a year earlier, 
and ticket sales climbed 15.6 percent. Despite 
continued growth, Amtrak has not been re-
authorized since 1997. 

With the passage of this bill, we have an 
opportunity to end 8 years of starvation budg-
ets that have strained Amtrak resources, fro-
zen salaries and delayed capital improve-
ments. 

I encourage my colleagues to support final 
passage of this bill. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008, legis-
lation that would authorize $14.9 billion in 
funding for Amtrak over the next 5 years. 

Rail service has integrated small commu-
nities with large cities across the country pro-
viding opportunity for economic expansion, in-
creased mobility, and environmentally sound 
transit. Since Amtrak was founded in 1971, 
our country has benefited from organized, reli-
able and safe service to individuals commuting 
to and from work and individuals using rail 
service for extended travel. With the sky-
rocketing costs of airline flights and gas prices 
at over $4 a gallon, individuals are relying 
more and more on rail service. 

It is no exaggeration to say that rail service 
is the lifeline from which New Jersey’s state 
economy draws nourishment. Our region’s 
employers—small, medium, and large—de-
pend upon an integrated rail operation to en-
able many of their employees to get to and 
from work. Clients, potential clients, and busi-
ness partners use the train to come to New 
Jersey. Our local entrepreneurs use Amtrak to 
pitch their ideas and sell their products outside 
of our home state. 

For the last 12 years, Amtrak has been suf-
fering from a lack of federal support and for 
the last 6 years it has been operating without 
Congressional authorization. In order to keep 
from going out of business, Amtrak was forced 
to delay necessary repairs and security im-
provements, freeze the salaries of its employ-
ees, rescind on employee pensions and go bil-
lions of dollars into debt. The legislation before 
us today would authorize the funding nec-
essary to improve Amtrak’s operations 
throughout the country and bring our country’s 
rail service into the 21st Century. 

H.R. 6003 authorizes $14.9 billion for Am-
trak over the next 5 years. $4.3 billion of 
which would be used for capital grants to help 
Amtrak afford to make necessary repairs and 
upgrades to the Northeast Corridor. It would 
also allow Amtrak to procure new rolling stock, 
rehabilitate existing bridges, as well as make 
additional capital improvements and mainte-
nance over its entire network. 

As a regular Amtrak rider, I appreciate the 
professionalism and service that customers 
enjoy every day. Amtrak’s hard working em-
ployees, including the over 1,300 employed in 
New Jersey, have continued to provide high 
quality service despite Amtrak’s payroll 
freezes and pension problems. The Passenger 
Rail Investment and Improvement Act would 
provide Amtrak with $3 billion in operating 
grants, which would help Amtrak make good 
on its promises to these employees. A portion 
of these funds would be used to pay employ-
ees salaries, health costs, and overtime pay. 
It would also help Amtrak pay for increasing 
fuel costs, facilities, maintenance and train op-
erations. 

This legislation would also create a new 
State Capital Grant program to provide grants 
for States for intercity passenger rail capital 
projects. In New Jersey the demand for public 
transportation has skyrocketed, with NJ Tran-
sit providing 900,000 trips per weekday on its 
trains, buses and light-rail vehicles. H.R. 6003 
would authorize over $2.5 billion in grants to 
states over the next 5 years to help organiza-
tions like NJ Transit pay for the capital costs 
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of facilities and the equipment necessary to 
provide new or improved intercity passenger 
rail. 

The Passenger Rail Investment Reauthor-
ization Act would provide $1.7 billion annually 
to help Amtrak pay off the debt it incurred 
when Congress drastically cut its funding in 
2000 and 2001. Amtrak has aggressively tar-
geted this debt, paying down $600 million from 
2002 through 2007. This bill would help Am-
trak take further steps to reduce its debt, and 
allow Amtrak to focus its resources on improv-
ing existing services and making additional 
capital and operational improvements. 

H.R. 6003 would bring American passenger 
rail into the 21st century, authorizing $1.7 bil-
lion for the construction of eleven high-speed 
rail network spanning the entire Nation. The 
first of which would be a high-speed rail cor-
ridor between Washington, D.C. and New 
York City. Countries like France, England and 
Japan have greatly improved the experience 
of commuters through the utilization of high 
speed corridors. This would lead to more effi-
cient public transportation and help the over 
1.5 million New Jerseyans who use Amtrak 
spend less time commuting and more time at 
home with their families. 

Supporting public transportation especially 
passenger rail, should be a crucial element of 
our national effort to slow the rate of global cli-
mate change and reduce our dependence on 
foreign fuels. Passenger rail consumes 21 per-
cent less energy per passenger mile than 
automobiles and 17 percent less than air-
planes. It releases half the amount of green-
house gases per passenger mile as both air 
and car travel. The continued operation of Am-
trak is an essential component of easing traffic 
congestion, reducing wear and tear on roads, 
protecting our environment and preserving 
open space in New Jersey and across the 
country. 

Rail service is a fundamental component of 
our Nation’s continually growing transportation 
system, and Amtrak has demonstrated the ca-
pacity of integrated rail service to expand eco-
nomic opportunity, commuter options, and 
make vital contributions to the fabric of our 
communities. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 6003. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. All time for general 
debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute printed in 
the bill shall be considered as an origi-
nal bill for the purpose of amendment 
under the 5-minute rule and shall be 
considered read. 

The text of the committee amend-
ment is as follows: 

H.R. 6003 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF TITLE 49, UNITED 

STATES CODE. 
Except as otherwise specifically provided, 

whenever in this Act an amendment is expressed 
in terms of an amendment to a section or other 
provision of law, the reference shall be consid-
ered to be made to a section or other provision 
of title 49, United States Code. 
SEC. 3. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Amendment of title 49, United States 

Code. 
Sec. 3. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS 
Sec. 101. Authorization for Amtrak capital and 

operating expenses and State cap-
ital grants. 

Sec. 102. Repayment of long-term debt and cap-
ital leases. 

Sec. 103. Other authorizations. 
Sec. 104. Tunnel project. 

TITLE II—AMTRAK REFORM AND 
OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Sec. 201. National railroad passenger transpor-
tation system defined. 

Sec. 202. Amtrak Board of Directors. 
Sec. 203. Establishment of improved financial 

accounting system. 
Sec. 204. Development of 5-year financial plan. 
Sec. 205. Establishment of grant process. 
Sec. 206. State-supported routes. 
Sec. 207. Metrics and standards. 
Sec. 208. Northeast Corridor state-of-good-re-

pair plan. 
Sec. 209. Northeast Corridor infrastructure and 

operations improvements. 
Sec. 210. Restructuring long-term debt and cap-

ital leases. 
Sec. 211. Study of compliance requirements at 

existing intercity rail stations. 
Sec. 212. Oversight of Amtrak’s compliance with 

accessibility requirements. 
Sec. 213. Access to Amtrak equipment and serv-

ices. 
Sec. 214. General Amtrak provisions. 
Sec. 215. Amtrak management accountability. 
Sec. 216. Passenger rail study. 
Sec. 217. Congestion grants. 
Sec. 218. Plan for restoration of service. 
Sec. 219. Locomotive biofuel study. 
Sec. 220. Study of the use of biobased lubri-

cants. 
Sec. 221. Applicability of Buy American Act. 
Sec. 222. Intercity passenger rail service per-

formance. 
Sec. 223. Amtrak Inspector General utilization 

study. 
Sec. 224. Amtrak service preference study. 

TITLE III—INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 
POLICY 

Sec. 301. Capital assistance for intercity pas-
senger rail service; State rail 
plans. 

Sec. 302. State rail plans. 
Sec. 303. Next generation corridor train equip-

ment pool. 
Sec. 304. Rail cooperative research program. 
Sec. 305. Passenger rail system comparison 

study. 
TITLE IV—COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 

ENHANCEMENT 
Sec. 401. Commuter rail transit enhancement. 

TITLE V—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
Sec. 501. High-speed rail corridor program. 
Sec. 502. Additional high-speed projects. 
Sec. 503. High-speed rail study. 
Sec. 504. Grant conditions. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION FOR AMTRAK CAPITAL 

AND OPERATING EXPENSES AND 
STATE CAPITAL GRANTS. 

(a) OPERATING GRANTS.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for the use of Amtrak for operating costs 
the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $525,000,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $600,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $614,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $638,000,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $654,000,000. 
(b) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—Out of the amounts 

authorized under subsection (a), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of 
Transportation for the Office of the Inspector 
General of Amtrak the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $20,368,900. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $22,586,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $24,337,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $26,236,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $28,287,000. 
(c) AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COM-

PLIANCE.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary of Transportation for 
the use of Amtrak for compliance with the re-
quirements of the Americans With Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) the following 
amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $68,500,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $240,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $240,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $240,000,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $240,000,000. 
(d) CAPITAL GRANTS.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for the use of Amtrak for capital projects 
(as defined in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of sec-
tion 24401(2) of title 49, United States Code) to 
bring the Northeast Corridor (as defined in sec-
tion 24102(a)) to a state-of-good-repair, for cap-
ital expenses of the national rail passenger 
transportation system, and for purposes of mak-
ing capital grants under section 24402 of that 
title to States, the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $1,202,000,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $1,321,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $1,321,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $1,427,000,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $1,427,000,000. 
(e) AMOUNTS FOR STATE GRANTS.—Out of the 

amounts authorized under subsection (d), the 
following percentage shall be available each fis-
cal year for capital grants to States under sec-
tion 24402 of title 49, United States Code, to be 
administered by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation: 

(1) 41.60 percent for fiscal year 2009. 
(2) 38 percent for fiscal year 2010. 
(3) 38 percent for fiscal year 2011. 
(4) 35 percent for fiscal year 2012. 
(5) 35 percent for fiscal year 2013. 
(f) PROJECT MANAGEMENT OVERSIGHT.—The 

Secretary may withhold up to 1⁄2 of 1 percent of 
amounts appropriated pursuant to subsection 
(d) for the costs of project management over-
sight of capital projects carried out by Amtrak. 
SEC. 102. REPAYMENT OF LONG-TERM DEBT AND 

CAPITAL LEASES. 
(a) AMTRAK PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAY-

MENTS.— 
(1) PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON DEBT SERV-

ICE.—There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation for the use of 
Amtrak for retirement of principal and payment 
of interest on loans for capital equipment, or 
capital leases, not more than the following 
amounts: 

(A) For fiscal year 2009, $345,000,000. 
(B) For fiscal year 2010, $345,000,000. 
(C) For fiscal year 2011, $345,000,000. 
(D) For fiscal year 2012, $345,000,000. 
(E) For fiscal year 2013, $345,000,000. 
(2) EARLY BUYOUT OPTION.—There are author-

ized to be appropriated to the Secretary of 
Transportation such sums as may be necessary 
for the use of Amtrak for the payment of costs 
associated with early buyout options if the exer-
cise of those options is determined to be advan-
tageous to Amtrak. 

(3) LEGAL EFFECT OF PAYMENTS UNDER THIS 
SECTION.—The payment of principal and interest 
on secured debt, with the proceeds of grants au-
thorized by this section shall not— 

(A) modify the extent or nature of any indebt-
edness of the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration to the United States in existence of the 
date of enactment of this Act; 

(B) change the private nature of Amtrak’s or 
its successors’ liabilities; or 

(C) imply any Federal guarantee or commit-
ment to amortize Amtrak’s outstanding indebt-
edness. 
SEC. 103. OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation— 
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(1) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 

through 2013 to carry out the rail cooperative 
research program under section 24910 of title 49, 
United States Code; and 

(2) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, to remain 
available until expended, for grants to Amtrak 
and States participating in the Next Generation 
Corridor Train Equipment Pool Committee es-
tablished under section 303 of this Act for the 
purpose of designing, developing specifications 
for, and initiating the procurement of an initial 
order of 1 or more types of standardized next- 
generation corridor train equipment and estab-
lishing a jointly owned corporation to manage 
that equipment. 
SEC. 104. TUNNEL PROJECT. 

(a) NEW TUNNEL ALIGNMENT AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL REVIEW.—Not later than September 30, 
2013, the Federal Railroad Administration, 
working with Amtrak, the City of Baltimore, 
State of Maryland, and rail operators described 
in subsection (b), shall— 

(1) approve a new rail tunnel alignment in 
Baltimore that will permit an increase in train 
speed and service reliability; and 

(2) ensure completion of the related environ-
mental review process. 

(b) AFFECTED RAIL OPERATORS.—Rail opera-
tors other than Amtrak may participate in ac-
tivities described in subsection (a) to the extent 
that they can demonstrate the intention and 
ability to contribute to the construction of the 
new tunnel. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Federal Railroad Administration for carrying 
out this section $60,000,000 for the period encom-
passing fiscal years 2009 through 2013. 

TITLE II—AMTRAK REFORM AND 
OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 

SEC. 201. NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM DE-
FINED. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24102 is amended— 
(1) by striking paragraph (2); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and 

(5) as paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), respectively; 
and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) as so re-
designated the following: 

‘‘(5) ‘national rail passenger transportation 
system’ means— 

‘‘(A) the segment of the Northeast Corridor be-
tween Boston, Massachusetts and Washington, 
DC; 

‘‘(B) rail corridors that have been designated 
by the Secretary of Transportation as high- 
speed corridors (other than corridors described 
in subparagraph (A)), but only after they have 
been improved to permit operation of high-speed 
service; 

‘‘(C) long distance routes of more than 750 
miles between endpoints operated by Amtrak as 
of the date of enactment of the Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008; and 

‘‘(D) short-distance corridors, or routes of not 
more than 750 miles between endpoints, operated 
by— 

‘‘(i) Amtrak; or 
‘‘(ii) another rail carrier that receives funds 

under chapter 244.’’. 
(b) AMTRAK ROUTES WITH STATE FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 247 is amended by 

inserting after section 24701 the following: 
‘‘§ 24702. Transportation requested by States, 

authorities, and other persons 
‘‘(a) CONTRACTS FOR TRANSPORTATION.—Am-

trak may enter into a contract with a State, a 
regional or local authority, or another person 
for Amtrak to operate an intercity rail service or 
route not included in the national rail pas-
senger transportation system upon such terms as 
the parties thereto may agree. 

‘‘(b) DISCONTINUANCE.—Upon termination of a 
contract entered into under this section, or the 
cessation of financial support under such a con-
tract by either party, Amtrak may discontinue 

such service or route, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 247 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 24701 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘24702. Transportation requested by States, au-

thorities, and other persons.’’. 
(c) AMTRAK TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE NON- 

HIGH-SPEED SERVICES.—Nothing in this Act is 
intended to preclude Amtrak from restoring, im-
proving, or developing non-high-speed intercity 
passenger rail service. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 24706.—Section 
24706 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section applies to 
all service over routes provided by Amtrak, not-
withstanding any provision of section 24701 of 
this title or any other provision of this title ex-
cept section 24702(b).’’. 
SEC. 202. AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24302 is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘§ 24302. Board of Directors 

‘‘(a) COMPOSITION AND TERMS.— 
‘‘(1) The Board of Directors of Amtrak is com-

posed of the following 10 directors, each of 
whom must be a citizen of the United States: 

‘‘(A) The Secretary of Transportation. 
‘‘(B) The President of Amtrak, who shall serve 

ex officio, as a non-voting member. 
‘‘(C) 8 individuals appointed by the President 

of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, with general busi-
ness and financial experience, experience or 
qualifications in transportation, freight and 
passenger rail transportation, travel, hospi-
tality, cruise line, and passenger air transpor-
tation businesses, or representatives of employ-
ees or users of passenger rail transportation or 
a State government. 

‘‘(2) In selecting individuals described in 
paragraph (1) for nominations for appointments 
to the Board, the President shall consult with 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
minority leader of the House of Representatives, 
the majority leader of the Senate, and the mi-
nority leader of the Senate and try to provide 
adequate and balanced representation of the 
major geographic regions of the United States 
served by Amtrak. 

‘‘(3) An individual appointed under para-
graph (1)(C) of this subsection serves for 5 years 
or until the individual’s successor is appointed 
and qualified. Not more than 5 individuals ap-
pointed under paragraph (1)(C) may be members 
of the same political party. 

‘‘(4) The Board shall elect a chairman and a 
vice chairman from among its membership. The 
vice chairman shall serve as chairman in the ab-
sence of the chairman. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary may be represented at 
board meetings by the Secretary’s designee. 

‘‘(b) PAY AND EXPENSES.—Each director not 
employed by the United States Government is 
entitled to $300 a day when performing Board 
duties. Each Director is entitled to reimburse-
ment for necessary travel, reasonable secretarial 
and professional staff support, and subsistence 
expenses incurred in attending Board meetings. 

‘‘(c) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Board is 
filled in the same way as the original selection, 
except that an individual appointed by the 
President of the United States under subsection 
(a)(1)(C) of this section to fill a vacancy occur-
ring before the end of the term for which the 
predecessor of that individual was appointed is 
appointed for the remainder of that term. A va-
cancy required to be filled by appointment 
under subsection (a)(1)(C) must be filled not 
later than 120 days after the vacancy occurs. 

‘‘(d) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 
serving shall constitute a quorum for doing busi-
ness. 

‘‘(e) BYLAWS.—The Board may adopt and 
amend bylaws governing the operation of Am-

trak. The bylaws shall be consistent with this 
part and the articles of incorporation.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR DIRECTORS’ PROVI-
SION.—The amendment made by subsection (a) 
shall take effect 6 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act. The members of the Amtrak 
Board serving on the date of enactment of this 
Act may continue to serve for the remainder of 
the term to which they were appointed. 
SEC. 203. ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPROVED FINAN-

CIAL ACCOUNTING SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Amtrak Board of Direc-

tors— 
(1) may employ an independent financial con-

sultant with experience in railroad accounting 
to assist Amtrak in improving Amtrak’s finan-
cial accounting and reporting system and prac-
tices; 

(2) shall implement a modern financial ac-
counting and reporting system not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(3) shall, not later than 90 days after the end 
of each fiscal year through fiscal year 2013— 

(A) submit to Congress a comprehensive report 
that allocates all of Amtrak’s revenues and costs 
to each of its routes, each of its lines of busi-
ness, and each major activity within each route 
and line of business activity, including— 

(i) train operations; 
(ii) equipment maintenance; 
(iii) food service; 
(iv) sleeping cars; 
(v) ticketing; and 
(vi) reservations; 
(B) include the report described in subpara-

graph (A) in Amtrak’s annual report; and 
(C) post such report on Amtrak’s website. 
(b) VERIFICATION OF SYSTEM; REPORT.—The 

Inspector General of the Department of Trans-
portation shall review the accounting system de-
signed and implemented under subsection (a) to 
ensure that it accomplishes the purposes for 
which it is intended. The Inspector General 
shall report his findings and conclusions, to-
gether with any recommendations, to the House 
of Representatives Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

(c) CATEGORIZATION OF REVENUES AND EX-
PENSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection 
(a), the Amtrak Board of Directors shall sepa-
rately categorize routes, assigned revenues, and 
attributable expenses by type of service, includ-
ing long distance routes, State-sponsored routes, 
commuter contract routes, and Northeast Cor-
ridor routes. 

(2) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—Amtrak revenues 
generated by freight and commuter railroads op-
erating on the Northeast Corridor shall be sepa-
rately listed to include the charges per car mile 
assessed by Amtrak to other freight and com-
muter railroad entities. 

(3) FIXED OVERHEAD EXPENSES.—Fixed over-
head expenses that are not directly assigned or 
attributed to any route (or group of routes) 
shall be listed separately by line item and ex-
pense category. 
SEC. 204. DEVELOPMENT OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL 

PLAN. 
(a) DEVELOPMENT OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL 

PLAN.—The Amtrak Board of Directors shall 
submit an annual budget and business plan for 
Amtrak, and a 5-year financial plan for the fis-
cal year to which that budget and business plan 
relate and the subsequent 4 years, prepared in 
accordance with this section, to the Secretary of 
Transportation and the Inspector General of the 
Department of Transportation no later than— 

(1) the first day of each fiscal year beginning 
after the date of enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the date that is 60 days after the date of 
enactment of an appropriation Act for the fiscal 
year, if later. 

(b) CONTENTS OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL PLAN.— 
The 5-year financial plan for Amtrak shall in-
clude, at a minimum— 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:34 Jun 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A11JN7.015 H11JNPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5235 June 11, 2008 
(1) all projected revenues and expenditures for 

Amtrak, including governmental funding 
sources; 

(2) projected ridership levels for all Amtrak 
passenger operations; 

(3) revenue and expenditure forecasts for non- 
passenger operations; 

(4) capital funding requirements and expendi-
tures necessary to maintain passenger service 
which will accommodate predicted ridership lev-
els and predicted sources of capital funding; 

(5) operational funding needs, if any, to main-
tain current and projected levels of passenger 
service, including state-supported routes and 
predicted funding sources; 

(6) projected capital and operating require-
ments, ridership, and revenue for any new pas-
senger service operations or service expansions; 

(7) an assessment of the continuing financial 
stability of Amtrak, such as Amtrak’s ability to 
efficiently manage its workforce, and Amtrak’s 
ability to effectively provide passenger train 
service; 

(8) estimates of long-term and short-term debt 
and associated principal and interest payments 
(both current and anticipated); 

(9) annual cash flow forecasts; 
(10) a statement describing methods of esti-

mation and significant assumptions; 
(11) specific measures that demonstrate meas-

urable improvement year over year in the finan-
cial results of Amtrak’s operations; 

(12) prior fiscal year and projected operating 
ratio, cash operating loss, and cash operating 
loss per passenger on a route, business line, and 
corporate basis; 

(13) prior fiscal year and projected specific 
costs and savings estimates resulting from re-
form initiatives; 

(14) prior fiscal year and projected labor pro-
ductivity statistics on a route, business line, and 
corporate basis; and 

(15) prior fiscal year and projected equipment 
reliability statistics. 

(c) STANDARDS TO PROMOTE FINANCIAL STA-
BILITY.—In meeting the requirements of sub-
section (b), Amtrak shall— 

(1) apply sound budgetary practices, includ-
ing reducing costs and other expenditures, im-
proving productivity, increasing revenues, or 
combinations of such practices; 

(2) use the categories specified in the financial 
accounting and reporting system developed 
under section 203 when preparing its 5-year fi-
nancial plan; and 

(3) ensure that the plan is consistent with the 
authorizations of appropriations under title I of 
this Act. 
SEC. 205. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT PROCESS. 

(a) GRANT REQUESTS.—Amtrak shall submit 
grant requests (including a schedule for the dis-
bursement of funds), consistent with the re-
quirements of this Act, to the Secretary of 
Transportation for funds authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary for the use of Am-
trak under sections 101(a), (c), and (d), 102, and 
103(c) of this Act. 

(b) PROCEDURES FOR GRANT REQUESTS.—The 
Secretary shall establish substantive and proce-
dural requirements, including schedules, for 
grant requests under this section not later than 
30 days after the date of enactment of this Act 
and shall transmit copies to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate. 

(c) REVIEW AND APPROVAL.— 
(1) 30-DAY APPROVAL PROCESS.—The Secretary 

shall complete the review of a complete grant re-
quest (including the disbursement schedule) and 
approve or disapprove the request within 30 
days after the date on which Amtrak submits 
the grant request. If the Secretary disapproves 
the request or determines that the request is in-
complete or deficient, the Secretary shall include 
the reason for disapproval or the incomplete 
items or deficiencies in the notice to Amtrak. 

(2) 15-DAY MODIFICATION PERIOD.—Within 15 
days after receiving notification from the Sec-
retary under the preceding sentence, Amtrak 
shall submit a modified request for the Sec-
retary’s review. 

(3) REVISED REQUESTS.—Within 15 days after 
receiving a modified request from Amtrak, the 
Secretary shall either approve the modified re-
quest, or, if the Secretary finds that the request 
is still incomplete or deficient, the Secretary 
shall identify in writing to the House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation the re-
maining deficiencies and recommend a process 
for resolving the outstanding portions of the re-
quest. 
SEC. 206. STATE-SUPPORTED ROUTES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Board of Di-
rectors of Amtrak, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Transportation and the governors of 
each relevant State and the Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia or groups representing those 
officials, shall develop and implement a single, 
Nationwide standardized methodology for estab-
lishing and allocating the operating and capital 
costs among the States and Amtrak associated 
with trains operated on routes described in sec-
tion 24102(5)(B) or (D) or section 24702 that— 

(1) ensures, within 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, equal treatment in the 
provision of like services of all States and 
groups of States (including the District of Co-
lumbia); and 

(2) allocates to each route the costs incurred 
only for the benefit of that route and a propor-
tionate share, based upon factors that reason-
ably reflect relative use, of costs incurred for the 
common benefit of more than 1 route. 

(b) REVIEW.—If Amtrak and the States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia) in which Am-
trak operates such routes do not voluntarily 
adopt and implement the methodology developed 
under subsection (a) in allocating costs and de-
termining compensation for the provision of 
service in accordance with the date established 
therein, the Surface Transportation Board shall 
determine the appropriate methodology required 
under subsection (a) for such services in accord-
ance with the procedures and procedural sched-
ule applicable to a proceeding under section 
24904(c) of title 49, United States Code, and re-
quire the full implementation of this method-
ology with regards to the provision of such serv-
ice within 1 year after the Board’s determina-
tion of the appropriate methodology. 

(c) USE OF CHAPTER 244 FUNDS.—Funds pro-
vided to a State under chapter 244 of title 49, 
United States Code, may be used, as provided in 
that chapter, to pay capital costs determined in 
accordance with this section. 
SEC. 207. METRICS AND STANDARDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
of the Federal Railroad Administration and Am-
trak shall jointly, in consultation with the Sur-
face Transportation Board, rail carriers over 
whose rail lines Amtrak trains operate, States, 
Amtrak employees, nonprofit employee organi-
zations representing Amtrak employees, and 
groups representing Amtrak passengers, as ap-
propriate, develop new or improve existing 
metrics and minimum standards for measuring 
the performance and service quality of intercity 
passenger train operations, including cost recov-
ery, on-time performance and minutes of delay, 
ridership, on-board services, stations, facilities, 
equipment, and other services. Such metrics, at 
a minimum, shall include the percentage of 
avoidable and fully allocated operating costs 
covered by passenger revenues on each route, 
ridership per train mile operated, measures of 
on-time performance and delays incurred by 
intercity passenger trains on the rail lines of 
each rail carrier and, for long distance routes, 
measures of connectivity with other routes in all 

regions currently receiving Amtrak service and 
the transportation needs of communities and 
populations that are not well-served by other 
forms of public transportation. Amtrak shall 
provide reasonable access to the Federal Rail-
road Administration in order to enable the Ad-
ministration to carry out its duty under this sec-
tion. 

(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—The Administrator 
of the Federal Railroad Administration shall 
collect the necessary data and publish a quar-
terly report on the performance and service 
quality of intercity passenger train operations, 
including Amtrak’s cost recovery, ridership, on- 
time performance and minutes of delay, causes 
of delay, on-board services, stations, facilities, 
equipment, and other services. 

(c) CONTRACT WITH HOST RAIL CARRIERS.—To 
the extent practicable, Amtrak and its host rail 
carriers shall incorporate the metrics and stand-
ards developed under subsection (a) into their 
access and service agreements. 

(d) ARBITRATION.—If the development of the 
metrics and standards is not completed within 
the 180-day period required by subsection (a), 
any party involved in the development of those 
standards may petition the Surface Transpor-
tation Board to appoint an arbitrator to assist 
the parties in resolving their disputes through 
binding arbitration. 
SEC. 208. NORTHEAST CORRIDOR STATE-OF- 

GOOD-REPAIR PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 9 months after the 

date of enactment of this Act, the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation, in consultation 
with the Secretary and the States (including the 
District of Columbia) that make up the North-
east Corridor (as defined in section 24102 of title 
49, United States Code), shall prepare a capital 
spending plan for capital projects required to re-
turn the railroad right-of-way (including track, 
signals, and auxiliary structures), facilities, sta-
tions, and equipment, of the Northeast Corridor 
to a state of good repair by the end of fiscal 
year 2024, consistent with the funding levels au-
thorized in this Act and shall submit the plan to 
the Secretary. 

(b) APPROVAL BY THE SECRETARY.— 
(1) The Corporation shall submit the capital 

spending plan prepared under this section to the 
Secretary of Transportation for review and ap-
proval pursuant to the procedures developed 
under section 205 of this Act. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall re-
quire that the plan be updated at least annually 
and shall review and approve such updates. 
During review, the Secretary shall seek com-
ments and review from the commission estab-
lished under section 24905 of title 49, United 
States Code, and other Northeast Corridor users 
regarding the plan. 

(3) The Secretary shall make grants to the 
Corporation with funds authorized by section 
101(d) of this Act for Northeast Corridor capital 
investments contained within the capital spend-
ing plan prepared by the Corporation and ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(4) Using the funds authorized by section 
101(f) of this Act, the Secretary shall review Am-
trak’s capital expenditures funded by this sec-
tion to ensure that such expenditures are con-
sistent with the capital spending plan and that 
Amtrak is providing adequate project manage-
ment oversight and fiscal controls. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURES.—The Fed-
eral share of expenditures for capital improve-
ments under this section may not exceed 100 per-
cent. 
SEC. 209. NORTHEAST CORRIDOR INFRASTRUC-

TURE AND OPERATIONS IMPROVE-
MENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24905 is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘§ 24905. Northeast Corridor Infrastructure 

and Operations Advisory Commission 
‘‘(a) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR INFRASTRUCTURE 

AND OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION.— 
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‘‘(1) Within 180 days after the date of enact-

ment of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish a Northeast Corridor 
Infrastructure and Operations Advisory Com-
mission (hereinafter referred to in this section as 
the ‘Commission’) to promote mutual coopera-
tion and planning pertaining to the rail oper-
ations and related activities of the Northeast 
Corridor. The Commission shall be made up of— 

‘‘(A) members representing the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation; 

‘‘(B) members representing the Secretary of 
Transportation and the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration; 

‘‘(C) 1 member from each of the States (includ-
ing the District of Columbia) that constitute the 
Northeast Corridor as defined in section 24102, 
designated by, and serving at the pleasure of, 
the chief executive officer thereof; and 

‘‘(D) non-voting representatives of freight 
railroad carriers using the Northeast Corridor 
selected by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the mem-
bership belonging to any of the groups enumer-
ated under subparagraph (1) shall not con-
stitute a majority of the commission’s member-
ships. 

‘‘(3) The commission shall establish a schedule 
and location for convening meetings, but shall 
meet no less than four times per fiscal year, and 
the commission shall develop rules and proce-
dures to govern the commission’s proceedings. 

‘‘(4) A vacancy in the Commission shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made. 

‘‘(5) Members shall serve without pay but 
shall receive travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sec-
tions 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(6) The Chairman of the Commission shall be 
elected by the members. 

‘‘(7) The Commission may appoint and fix the 
pay of such personnel as it considers appro-
priate. 

‘‘(8) Upon request of the Commission, the 
head of any department or agency of the United 
States may detail, on a reimbursable basis, any 
of the personnel of that department or agency to 
the Commission to assist it in carrying out its 
duties under this section. 

‘‘(9) Upon the request of the Commission, the 
Administrator of General Services shall provide 
to the Commission, on a reimbursable basis, the 
administrative support services necessary for the 
Commission to carry out its responsibilities 
under this section. 

‘‘(10) The commission shall consult with other 
entities as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Com-
mission shall develop recommendations con-
cerning Northeast Corridor rail infrastructure 
and operations including proposals addressing, 
as appropriate— 

‘‘(1) short-term and long-term capital invest-
ment needs beyond the state-of-good-repair 
under section 208 of the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008; 

‘‘(2) future funding requirements for capital 
improvements and maintenance; 

‘‘(3) operational improvements of intercity 
passenger rail, commuter rail, and freight rail 
services; 

‘‘(4) opportunities for additional non-rail uses 
of the Northeast Corridor; 

‘‘(5) scheduling and dispatching; 
‘‘(6) safety enhancements; 
‘‘(7) equipment design; 
‘‘(8) marketing of rail services; and 
‘‘(9) future capacity requirements. 
‘‘(c) ACCESS COSTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT OF FORMULA.—Within 1 

year after verification of Amtrak’s new finan-
cial accounting system pursuant to section 
203(b) of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, the Commission shall— 

‘‘(A) develop a standardized formula for deter-
mining and allocating costs, revenues, and com-

pensation for Northeast Corridor commuter rail 
passenger transportation, as defined in section 
24102 of this title, that use National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation facilities or services or 
that provide such facilities or services to the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation that en-
sure that— 

‘‘(i) there is no cross-subsidization of com-
muter rail passenger, intercity rail passenger, or 
freight rail transportation; and 

‘‘(ii) each service is assigned the costs in-
curred only for the benefit of that service, and 
a proportionate share, based upon factors that 
reasonably reflect relative use, of costs incurred 
for the common benefit of more than 1 service; 

‘‘(B) develop a proposed timetable for imple-
menting the formula before the end of the 6th 
year following the date of enactment of that 
Act; 

‘‘(C) transmit the proposed timetable to the 
Surface Transportation Board; and 

‘‘(D) at the request of a Commission member, 
petition the Surface Transportation Board to 
appoint a mediator to assist the Commission 
members through non-binding mediation to 
reach an agreement under this section. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation and the commuter 
authorities providing commuter rail passenger 
transportation on the Northeast Corridor shall 
implement new agreements for usage of facilities 
or services based on the formula proposed in 
paragraph (1) in accordance with the timetable 
established therein. If the entities fail to imple-
ment such new agreements in accordance with 
the timetable, the Commission shall petition the 
Surface Transportation Board to determine the 
appropriate compensation amounts for such 
services in accordance with section 24904(c) of 
this title. The Surface Transportation Board 
shall enforce its determination on the party or 
parties involved. 

‘‘(d) TRANSMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS.— 
The commission shall annually transmit the rec-
ommendations developed under subsection (b) 
and the formula and timetable developed under 
subsection (c)(1) to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section 
24904(c)(2) is amended by— 

(A) inserting ‘‘commuter rail passenger and’’ 
after ‘‘between’’; and 

(B) striking ‘‘freight’’ in the second sentence. 
(2) The chapter analysis for chapter 249 is 

amended by striking the item relating to section 
24905 and inserting the following: 
‘‘24905. Northeast Corridor Infrastructure and 

Operations Advisory Commis-
sion.’’. 

(c) ACELA SERVICE STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amtrak shall conduct a con-

duct a study to determine the infrastructure and 
equipment improvements necessary to provide 
regular Acela service— 

(A) between Washington, DC and New York 
City— 

(i) in 2 hours and 30 minutes; 
(ii) in 2 hours and 15 minutes; and 
(iii) in 2 hours; and 
(B) between New York City and Boston— 
(i) in 3 hours and 15 minutes; 
(ii) in 3 hours; and 
(iii) in 2 hours and 45 minutes. 
(2) ISSUES.—The study conducted under para-

graph (1) shall include— 
(A) an estimated time frame for achieving the 

trip time described in paragraph (1); 
(B) an analysis of any significant obstacles 

that would hinder such an achievement; and 
(C) a detailed description and cost estimate of 

the specific infrastructure and equipment im-
provements necessary for such an achievement. 

(3) REPORT.—Within 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act, Amtrak shall submit a 
written report containing the results of the 
study required under this subsection to— 

(A) the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives; 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(E) the Federal Railroad Administration. 
(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation to enable Amtrak to 
conduct the study under this subsection 
$5,000,000. 
SEC. 210. RESTRUCTURING LONG-TERM DEBT 

AND CAPITAL LEASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Treas-

ury, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Transportation and Amtrak, may make agree-
ments to restructure Amtrak’s indebtedness as of 
the date of enactment of this Act. This author-
ization expires 18 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

(b) DEBT RESTRUCTURING.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Transportation and Amtrak, shall enter into 
negotiations with the holders of Amtrak debt, 
including leases, outstanding on the date of en-
actment of this Act for the purpose of restruc-
turing (including repayment) and repaying that 
debt. The Secretary of the Treasury may secure 
agreements for restructuring or repayment on 
such terms as the Secretary of the Treasury 
deems favorable to the interests of the Govern-
ment. 

(c) CRITERIA.—In restructuring Amtrak’s in-
debtedness, the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Amtrak— 

(1) shall take into consideration repayment 
costs, the term of any loan or loans, and market 
conditions; and 

(2) shall ensure that the restructuring results 
in significant savings to Amtrak and the United 
States Government. 

(d) PAYMENT OF RENEGOTIATED DEBT.—If the 
criteria under subsection (c) are met, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may assume or repay the 
restructured debt, as appropriate. 

(e) AMTRAK PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAY-
MENTS.— 

(1) PRINCIPAL ON DEBT SERVICE.—Unless the 
Secretary of the Treasury makes sufficient pay-
ments to creditors under subsection (d) so that 
Amtrak is required to make no payments to 
creditors in a fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall use funds authorized by 
section 102(a)(1) of this Act for the use of Am-
trak for retirement of principal on loans for cap-
ital equipment, or capital leases. 

(2) INTEREST ON DEBT.—Unless the Secretary 
of the Treasury makes sufficient payments to 
creditors under subsection (d) so that Amtrak is 
required to make no payments to creditors in a 
fiscal year, the Secretary of Transportation 
shall use funds authorized by section 102(a)(1) 
of this Act for the use of Amtrak for the pay-
ment of interest on loans for capital equipment, 
or capital leases. 

(3) REDUCTIONS IN AUTHORIZATION LEVELS.— 
Whenever action taken by the Secretary of the 
Treasury under subsection (a) results in reduc-
tions in amounts of principal or interest that 
Amtrak must service on existing debt, the cor-
responding amounts authorized by section 
102(a)(1) shall be reduced accordingly. 

(f) LEGAL EFFECT OF PAYMENTS UNDER THIS 
SECTION.—The payment of principal and inter-
est on secured debt, other than debt assumed 
under subsection (d), with the proceeds of 
grants under subsection (e) shall not— 

(1) modify the extent or nature of any indebt-
edness of the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration to the United States in existence of the 
date of enactment of this Act; 

(2) change the private nature of Amtrak’s or 
its successors’ liabilities; or 

(3) imply any Federal guarantee or commit-
ment to amortize Amtrak’s outstanding indebt-
edness. 
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(g) SECRETARY APPROVAL.—Amtrak may not 

incur more debt after the date of enactment of 
this Act without the express advance approval 
of the Secretary of Transportation. 

(h) REPORT.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall transmit a report to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, by November 1, 
2009— 

(1) describing in detail any agreements to re-
structure the Amtrak debt; and 

(2) providing an estimate of the savings to 
Amtrak and the United States Government. 
SEC. 211. STUDY OF COMPLIANCE REQUIRE-

MENTS AT EXISTING INTERCITY 
RAIL STATIONS. 

Amtrak, in consultation with station owners 
and other railroads operating service through 
the existing stations that it serves, shall evalu-
ate the improvements necessary to make these 
stations readily accessible to and usable by indi-
viduals with disabilities, as required by such 
section 242(e)(2) of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
12162(e)(2)). The evaluation shall include, for 
each applicable station, improvements required 
to bring it into compliance with the applicable 
parts of such section 242(e)(2), any potential 
barriers to achieving compliance, the estimated 
cost of the improvements necessary, the identi-
fication of the responsible person (as defined in 
section 241(5) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 12161(5))), 
and the earliest practicable date when such im-
provements can be made. The evaluation shall 
also include an overall schedule for bringing all 
applicable stations into compliance with the ap-
plicable parts of section 242(e)(2). Amtrak shall 
submit the evaluation to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives; the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate; the 
Department of Transportation; and the National 
Council on Disability by July 1, 2009, along with 
recommendations for funding the necessary im-
provements. Should the Department of Trans-
portation issue the Final Rule to its Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking of February 27, 2006, on 
‘‘Transportation for Individuals with Disabil-
ities,’’ after Amtrak submits its evaluation, Am-
trak shall, not later than 120 days after the date 
the Final Rule is published, submit to the above 
parties a supplemental evaluation on the impact 
of those changes on its cost and schedule for 
achieving full compliance. 
SEC. 212. OVERSIGHT OF AMTRAK’S COMPLIANCE 

WITH ACCESSIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

Using the funds authorized by section 101(f) 
of this Act, the Federal Railroad Administration 
shall monitor and conduct periodic reviews of 
Amtrak’s compliance with applicable sections of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1974 to ensure that 
Amtrak’s services and facilities are accessible to 
individuals with disabilities to the extent re-
quired by law. 
SEC. 213. ACCESS TO AMTRAK EQUIPMENT AND 

SERVICES. 
If a State desires to select or selects an entity 

other than Amtrak to provide services required 
for the operation of an intercity passenger train 
route described in section 24102(5)(D) or 24702 of 
title 49, United States Code, the State may make 
an agreement with Amtrak to use facilities and 
equipment of, or have services provided by, Am-
trak under terms agreed to by the State and Am-
trak to enable the State to utilize an entity 
other than Amtrak to provide services required 
for operation of the route. If the parties cannot 
agree upon terms, and the Surface Transpor-
tation Board finds that access to Amtrak’s fa-
cilities or equipment, or the provision of services 
by Amtrak, is necessary to carry out this provi-
sion and that the operation of Amtrak’s other 

services will not be impaired thereby, the Sur-
face Transportation Board shall, within 120 
days after submission of the dispute, issue an 
order that the facilities and equipment be made 
available, and that services be provided, by Am-
trak, and shall determine reasonable compensa-
tion, liability and other terms for use of the fa-
cilities and equipment and provision of the serv-
ices. Compensation shall be determined in ac-
cordance with the methodology established pur-
suant to section 206 of this Act. 
SEC. 214. GENERAL AMTRAK PROVISIONS. 

(a) REPEAL OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—Section 24101(d) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘plan to operate within the 
funding levels authorized by section 24104 of 
this chapter, including budgetary goals for fis-
cal years 1998 through 2002.’’ and inserting 
‘‘plan, consistent with section 204 of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008, including the budgetary goals for fiscal 
years 2009 through 2013.’’; and 

(B) by striking the last sentence and inserting 
‘‘Amtrak and its Board of Directors shall adopt 
a long-term plan that minimizes the need for 
Federal operating subsidies.’’. 

(2) AMTRAK REFORM AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 
AMENDMENTS.—Title II of the Amtrak Reform 
and Accountability Act of 1997 (49 U.S.C. 24101 
nt) is amended by striking sections 204 and 205. 

(b) LEASE ARRANGEMENTS.—Amtrak may ob-
tain services from the Administrator of General 
Services, and the Administrator may provide 
services to Amtrak, under section 201(b) and 
211(b) of the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Service Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 481(b) and 
491(b)) for each of fiscal years 2009 through 
2013. 

(c) TRAVEL FACILITATION.—Using existing au-
thority or agreements, or upon reaching addi-
tional agreements with Canada, the Secretary of 
Transportation and other Federal agencies, as 
appropriate, are authorized to establish facili-
ties and procedures to conduct preclearance of 
passengers traveling on Amtrak trains from 
Canada to the United States. The Secretary 
shall seek to establish such facilities and proce-
dures in areas determined appropriate by the 
Secretary. 
SEC. 215. AMTRAK MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT-

ABILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 243 is amended by 

inserting after section 24309 the following: 
‘‘§ 24310. Management accountability 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Three years after the date 
of enactment of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008, and two years 
thereafter, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Transportation shall complete an over-
all assessment of the progress made by Amtrak 
management and the Department of Transpor-
tation in implementing the provisions of that 
Act. 

‘‘(b) ASSESSMENT.—The management assess-
ment undertaken by the Inspector General may 
include a review of— 

‘‘(1) effectiveness in improving annual finan-
cial planning; 

‘‘(2) effectiveness in implementing improved fi-
nancial accounting; 

‘‘(3) efforts to implement minimum train per-
formance standards; 

‘‘(4) progress maximizing revenues and mini-
mizing Federal subsidies and improving finan-
cial results; and 

‘‘(5) any other aspect of Amtrak operations 
the Inspector General finds appropriate to re-
view.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 243 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 24309 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘24310. Management accountability.’’. 
SEC. 216. PASSENGER RAIL STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of 
the General Accountability Office shall conduct 

a study to determine the potential cost and ben-
efits of expanding passenger rail service options 
in underserved communities. 

(b) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit a report containing 
the results of the study conducted under this 
section to— 

(1) the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate. 
SEC. 217. CONGESTION GRANTS. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation may make grants to States, or to Amtrak 
in cooperation with States, for financing the 
capital costs of facilities, infrastructure, and 
equipment for high priority rail corridor projects 
necessary to reduce congestion or facilitate rid-
ership growth in intercity passenger rail trans-
portation. 

(b) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Projects eligible for 
grants under this section include projects— 

(1) identified by Amtrak as necessary to re-
duce congestion or facilitate ridership growth in 
intercity passenger rail transportation along 
heavily traveled rail corridors; and 

(2) designated by the Secretary as being suffi-
ciently advanced in development to be capable 
of serving the purposes described in subsection 
(a) on an expedited schedule. 

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAWS.—The Secretary shall not make a grant 
under this section for a project without ade-
quate assurances that the project will be com-
pleted in full compliance with all applicable 
Federal and State environmental laws and regu-
lations. 

(d) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of a project financed under this section 
shall not exceed 80 percent. 

(e) EMPLOYEE PROTECTION.—The recipient of 
a grant under this section shall agree to comply 
with the standards of section 24312 of title 49, 
United States Code, as such section was in ef-
fect on September 1, 2003, with respect to the 
project in the same manner that the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation is required to 
comply with those standards for construction 
work financed under an agreement made under 
section 24308(a) of such title. 
SEC. 218. PLAN FOR RESTORATION OF SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, Amtrak 
shall transmit to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a 
plan for restoring passenger rail service between 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and Sanford, Florida. 
The plan shall include a projected timeline for 
restoring such service, the costs associated with 
restoring such service, and any proposals for 
legislation necessary to support such restoration 
of service. In developing the plan, Amtrak shall 
consult with representatives from the States of 
Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, 
railroad carriers whose tracks may be used for 
such service, rail passengers, rail labor, and 
other entities as appropriate. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation to enable Amtrak to 
conduct the study under this subsection 
$1,000,000. 
SEC. 219. LOCOMOTIVE BIOFUEL STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Railroad Administration, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Energy and the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, shall conduct a study to determine the 
extent to which freight and passenger rail oper-
ators could use biofuel blends to power its loco-
motive fleet and other vehicles that operate on 
rail tracks. 

(b) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section, 
the term ‘‘biofuel’’ means a fuel that utilizes re-
newable resources and is composed substantially 
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of a renewable resource blended with ethanol, 
methanol, or other additive. 

(c) FACTORS.—In conducting the study, the 
Federal Railroad Administration shall con-
sider— 

(1) the energy intensity of various biofuel 
blends compared to diesel fuel; 

(2) the emission benefits of using various 
biofuel blends compared to locomotive diesel 
fuel; 

(3) the cost of purchasing biofuel blends; 
(4) the public benefits derived from the use of 

such fuels; and 
(5) the effect of biofuel use on relevant loco-

motive and other vehicle performance. 
(d) LOCOMOTIVE TESTING.—As part of the 

study, the Federal Railroad Administration 
shall test locomotive engine performance and 
emissions using blends of biofuel and diesel fuel 
in order to recommend a premium locomotive 
biofuel blend. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Federal Rail-
road Administration shall issue the results of 
this study to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Transportation $1,000,000 to carry 
out this section, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
SEC. 220. STUDY OF THE USE OF BIOBASED LU-

BRICANTS. 
Not later than 180 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration shall transmit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a report containing the results of a study of 
the feasibility of using readily biodegradable lu-
bricants by freight and passenger railroads. The 
Federal Railroad Administration shall work 
with an agricultural-based lubricant testing fa-
cility or facilities to complete this study. The 
study shall include— 

(1) an analysis of the potential use of soy- 
based grease and soy-based hydraulic fluids to 
perform according to railroad industry stand-
ards; 

(2) an analysis of the potential use of other 
readily biodegradable lubricants to perform ac-
cording to railroad industry standards; 

(3) a comparison of the health and safety of 
petroleum-based lubricants with biobased lubri-
cants, which shall include an analysis of fire 
safety; and 

(4) a comparison of the environmental impact 
of petroleum-based lubricants with biobased lu-
bricants, which shall include rate and effects of 
biodegradability. 
SEC. 221. APPLICABILITY OF BUY AMERICAN ACT. 

Section 24305(f) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(f) APPLICABILITY OF BUY AMERICAN ACT.— 

Amtrak shall be subject to the Buy American 
Act (41 U.S.C. 10a–d) and the regulations there-
under, for purchases of $100,000 or more.’’. 
SEC. 222. INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE 

PERFORMANCE. 
(a) DEVELOPMENT OF EVALUATION METRICS.— 

Not later than 6 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Inspector General of the 
Department of Transportation shall, using the 
financial and performance metrics developed 
under section 207, develop metrics for the eval-
uation of the performance and service quality of 
intercity passenger rail services including cost 
recovery, on-time performance and minutes of 
delay, ridership, onboard services, maintenance 
of facilities and equipment, and other services. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF WORST PERFORMING 
ROUTES.—On the basis of these metrics, the In-
spector General shall identify the five worst per-
forming Amtrak routes. 

(c) ALTERNATIVE ROUTES.—The Inspector 
General shall also establish criteria for evalu-

ating routes not currently served by Amtrak 
which might be able to support passenger rail 
service at a reasonable cost. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Inspector 
General shall submit a report to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate recommending a process for the Depart-
ment of Transportation to consider proposals by 
Amtrak and others to serve underperforming 
routes, and routes not currently served by Am-
trak. The proposals shall require that applicants 
follow grant requirements of section 504. The In-
spector General shall recommend one route not 
currently served by Amtrak and two routes 
(from among the five worst routes identified 
under subsection (b)) currently served by Am-
trak, for the Department of Transportation to 
consider under the selection process. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall not 
implement the selection process recommended by 
the Inspector General under subsection (d) until 
legislation has been enacted authorizing the 
Secretary to take such action. 
SEC. 223. AMTRAK INSPECTOR GENERAL UTILIZA-

TION STUDY. 
Not later than 9 months after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Amtrak Inspector Gen-
eral shall transmit to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a report on Amtrak’s utilization of its facili-
ties, including the Beech Grove Repair facility 
in Indiana. The report shall include an exam-
ination of Amtrak’s utilization of its existing fa-
cilities to determine the extent Amtrak is maxi-
mizing the opportunities for each facility, in-
cluding any attempts to provide maintenance 
and repair to other rail carriers. In developing 
this report, the Amtrak Inspector General shall 
consult with other railroad carriers as it deems 
appropriate. 
SEC. 224. AMTRAK SERVICE PREFERENCE STUDY. 

Not later than 6 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Surface Transportation 
Board shall transmit to the Congress a report 
containing— 

(1) the findings of a study of the effectiveness 
of the implementation of section 24308(c) of title 
49, United States Code, in ensuring the pref-
erence of Amtrak service over freight transpor-
tation service; and 

(2) recommendations with respect to any regu-
latory or legislative actions that would improve 
such effectiveness. 

TITLE III—INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 
POLICY 

SEC. 301. CAPITAL ASSISTANCE FOR INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE; STATE 
RAIL PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part C of subtitle V is 
amended by inserting the following after chap-
ter 243: 
‘‘CHAPTER 244—INTERCITY PASSENGER 

RAIL SERVICE CORRIDOR CAPITAL AS-
SISTANCE 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘24401. Definitions. 
‘‘24402. Capital investment grants to support 

intercity passenger rail service. 
‘‘24403. Project management oversight. 
‘‘24404. Use of capital grants to finance first- 

dollar liability of grant project. 
‘‘24405. Grant conditions. 

‘‘§ 24401. Definitions 
‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ means 

a State (including the District of Columbia), a 
group of States, an Interstate Compact, or a 
public agency established by one or more States 
and having responsibility for providing intercity 
passenger rail service. 

‘‘(2) CAPITAL PROJECT.—The term ‘capital 
project’ means a project or program in a State 

rail plan developed under chapter 225 of this 
title for— 

‘‘(A) acquiring, constructing, improving, or 
inspecting equipment, track and track struc-
tures, or a facility for use in or for the primary 
benefit of intercity passenger rail service, ex-
penses incidental to the acquisition or construc-
tion (including designing, engineering, location 
surveying, mapping, environmental studies, and 
acquiring rights-of-way), payments for the cap-
ital portions of rail trackage rights agreements, 
highway-rail grade crossing improvements re-
lated to intercity passenger rail service, miti-
gating environmental impacts, communication 
and signalization improvements, relocation as-
sistance, acquiring replacement housing sites, 
and acquiring, constructing, relocating, and re-
habilitating replacement housing; 

‘‘(B) rehabilitating, remanufacturing or over-
hauling rail rolling stock and facilities used pri-
marily in intercity passenger rail service; 

‘‘(C) costs associated with developing State 
rail plans; and 

‘‘(D) the first-dollar liability costs for insur-
ance related to the provision of intercity pas-
senger rail service under section 24404. 

‘‘(3) INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.—The 
term ‘intercity passenger rail service’ means 
transportation services with the primary pur-
pose of passenger transportation between towns, 
cities and metropolitan areas by rail, including 
high-speed rail, as defined in section 24102 of 
this title. 
‘‘§ 24402. Capital investment grants to support 

intercity passenger rail service 
‘‘(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary of Transportation may 

make grants under this section to an applicant 
to assist in financing the capital costs of facili-
ties, infrastructure, and equipment necessary to 
provide or improve intercity passenger rail 
transportation. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall require that a grant 
under this section be subject to the terms, condi-
tions, requirements, and provisions the Sec-
retary decides are necessary or appropriate for 
the purposes of this section, including require-
ments for the disposition of net increases in 
value of real property resulting from the project 
assisted under this section and shall prescribe 
procedures and schedules for the awarding of 
grants under this title, including application 
and qualification procedures and a record of de-
cision on applicant eligibility. The Secretary 
shall issue a final rule establishing such proce-
dures not later than 90 days after the date of 
enactment of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008. 

‘‘(b) PROJECT AS PART OF STATE RAIL PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary may not approve a grant 

for a project under this section unless the Sec-
retary finds that the project is part of a State 
rail plan developed under chapter 225 of this 
title, or under the plan required by section 302 
of the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008, and that the applicant or re-
cipient has or will have the legal, financial, and 
technical capacity to carry out the project, sat-
isfactory continuing control over the use of the 
equipment or facilities, and the capability and 
willingness to maintain the equipment or facili-
ties. 

‘‘(2) An applicant shall provide sufficient in-
formation upon which the Secretary can make 
the findings required by this subsection. 

‘‘(3) If an applicant has not selected the pro-
posed operator of its service competitively, the 
applicant shall provide written justification to 
the Secretary showing why the proposed oper-
ator is the best, taking into account price and 
other factors, and that use of the proposed oper-
ator will not unnecessarily increase the cost of 
the project. 

‘‘(c) PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA.—The Sec-
retary, in selecting the recipients of financial 
assistance to be provided under subsection (a), 
shall— 
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‘‘(1) require that each proposed project meet 

all safety requirements that are applicable to 
the project under law; 

‘‘(2) give preference to projects with high lev-
els of estimated ridership, increased on-time per-
formance, reduced trip time, additional service 
frequency to meet anticipated or existing de-
mand, or other significant service enhancements 
as measured against minimum standards devel-
oped under section 207 of the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008; 

‘‘(3) encourage intermodal connectivity 
through projects that provide direct connections 
between train stations, airports, bus terminals, 
subway stations, ferry ports, and other modes of 
transportation; 

‘‘(4) ensure that each project is compatible 
with, and is operated in conformance with— 

‘‘(A) plans developed pursuant to the require-
ments of section 135 of title 23, United States 
Code; and 

‘‘(B) the national rail plan (if it is available); 
and 

‘‘(5) favor the following kinds of projects: 
‘‘(A) Projects that are expected to have a sig-

nificant favorable impact on air or highway 
traffic congestion, capacity, or safety. 

‘‘(B) Projects that improve freight or com-
muter rail operations. 

‘‘(C) Projects that have significant environ-
mental benefits, including projects that involve 
the purchase of environmentally sensitive, fuel- 
efficient, and cost-effective passenger rail equip-
ment. 

‘‘(D) Projects that are— 
‘‘(i) at a stage of preparation that all pre-com-

mencement compliance with environmental pro-
tection requirements has already been com-
pleted; and 

‘‘(ii) ready to be commenced. 
‘‘(E) Projects with positive economic and em-

ployment impacts. 
‘‘(F) Projects that encourage the use of posi-

tive train control technologies. 
‘‘(G) Projects that have commitments of fund-

ing from non-Federal Government sources in a 
total amount that exceeds the minimum amount 
of the non-Federal contribution required for the 
project. 

‘‘(H) Projects that involve donated property 
interests or services. 

‘‘(I) Projects that are identified by the Surface 
Transportation Board as necessary to improve 
the on time performance and reliability of inter-
city passenger rail under section 24308(f). 

‘‘(J) Projects described in section 5302(a)(1)(G) 
of this title that are designed to support inter-
city passenger rail service. 

‘‘(K) Projects that encourage intermodal 
connectivity, create significant opportunity for 
State and private contributions toward station 
development, are energy and environmentally 
efficient, and have economic benefits. 

‘‘(d) AMTRAK ELIGIBILITY.—To receive a grant 
under this section, the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation may enter into a cooperative 
agreement with 1 or more States to carry out 1 
or more projects on a State rail plan’s ranked 
list of rail capital projects developed under sec-
tion 22504(a)(5) of this title. 

‘‘(e) LETTERS OF INTENT, FULL FUNDING 
GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND EARLY SYSTEMS WORK 
AGREEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1)(A) The Secretary may issue a letter of in-
tent to an applicant announcing an intention to 
obligate, for a major capital project under this 
section, an amount from future available budget 
authority specified in law that is not more than 
the amount stipulated as the financial partici-
pation of the Secretary in the project. 

‘‘(B) At least 30 days before issuing a letter 
under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph or 
entering into a full funding grant agreement, 
the Secretary shall notify in writing the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 
the House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate and the House and Senate Commit-

tees on Appropriations of the proposed letter or 
agreement. The Secretary shall include with the 
notification a copy of the proposed letter or 
agreement as well as the evaluations and rat-
ings for the project. 

‘‘(C) An obligation or administrative commit-
ment may be made only when amounts are ap-
propriated. 

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary may make a full fund-
ing grant agreement with an applicant. The 
agreement shall— 

‘‘(i) establish the terms of participation by the 
United States Government in a project under 
this section; 

‘‘(ii) establish the maximum amount of Gov-
ernment financial assistance for the project; 

‘‘(iii) cover the period of time for completing 
the project, including a period extending beyond 
the period of an authorization; and 

‘‘(iv) make timely and efficient management of 
the project easier according to the law of the 
United States. 

‘‘(B) An agreement under this paragraph obli-
gates an amount of available budget authority 
specified in law and may include a commitment, 
contingent on amounts to be specified in law in 
advance for commitments under this paragraph, 
to obligate an additional amount from future 
available budget authority specified in law. The 
agreement shall state that the contingent com-
mitment is not an obligation of the Government 
and is subject to the availability of appropria-
tions made by Federal law and to Federal laws 
in force on or enacted after the date of the con-
tingent commitment. Interest and other financ-
ing costs of efficiently carrying out a part of the 
project within a reasonable time are a cost of 
carrying out the project under a full funding 
grant agreement, except that eligible costs may 
not be more than the cost of the most favorable 
financing terms reasonably available for the 
project at the time of borrowing. The applicant 
shall certify, in a way satisfactory to the Sec-
retary, that the applicant has shown reasonable 
diligence in seeking the most favorable financ-
ing terms. 

‘‘(3)(A) The Secretary may make an early sys-
tems work agreement with an applicant if a 
record of decision under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) 
has been issued on the project and the Secretary 
finds there is reason to believe— 

‘‘(i) a full funding grant agreement for the 
project will be made; and 

‘‘(ii) the terms of the work agreement will pro-
mote ultimate completion of the project more 
rapidly and at less cost. 

‘‘(B) A work agreement under this paragraph 
obligates an amount of available budget author-
ity specified in law and shall provide for reim-
bursement of preliminary costs of carrying out 
the project, including land acquisition, timely 
procurement of system elements for which speci-
fications are decided, and other activities the 
Secretary decides are appropriate to make effi-
cient, long-term project management easier. A 
work agreement shall cover the period of time 
the Secretary considers appropriate. The period 
may extend beyond the period of current au-
thorization. Interest and other financing costs 
of efficiently carrying out the work agreement 
within a reasonable time are a cost of carrying 
out the agreement, except that eligible costs may 
not be more than the cost of the most favorable 
financing terms reasonably available for the 
project at the time of borrowing. The applicant 
shall certify, in a way satisfactory to the Sec-
retary, that the applicant has shown reasonable 
diligence in seeking the most favorable financ-
ing terms. If an applicant does not carry out the 
project for reasons within the control of the ap-
plicant, the applicant shall repay all Govern-
ment payments made under the work agreement 
plus reasonable interest and penalty charges the 
Secretary establishes in the agreement. 

‘‘(4) The total estimated amount of future ob-
ligations of the Government and contingent 
commitments to incur obligations covered by all 

outstanding letters of intent, full funding grant 
agreements, and early systems work agreements 
may be not more than the amount authorized 
under section 101(d) of the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008, less an 
amount the Secretary reasonably estimates is 
necessary for grants under this section not cov-
ered by a letter. The total amount covered by 
new letters and contingent commitments in-
cluded in full funding grant agreements and 
early systems work agreements may be not more 
than a limitation specified in law. 

‘‘(f) FEDERAL SHARE OF NET PROJECT COST.— 
‘‘(1)(A) Based on engineering studies, studies 

of economic feasibility, and information on the 
expected use of equipment or facilities, the Sec-
retary shall estimate the net project cost. 

‘‘(B) A grant for the project shall not exceed 
80 percent of the project net capital cost. 

‘‘(C) The Secretary shall give priority in allo-
cating future obligations and contingent com-
mitments to incur obligations to grant requests 
seeking a lower Federal share of the project net 
capital cost. 

‘‘(2) Up to an additional 20 percent of the re-
quired non-Federal funds may be funded from 
amounts appropriated to or made available to a 
department or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment that are eligible to be expended for trans-
portation. 

‘‘(3) 50 percent of the average amounts ex-
pended by a State or group of States (including 
the District of Columbia) for capital projects to 
benefit intercity passenger rail service and oper-
ating costs in fiscal years 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007, and 2008 shall be credited towards 
the matching requirements for grants awarded 
in fiscal years 2009, 2010, and 2011 under this 
section. The Secretary may require such infor-
mation as necessary to verify such expenditures. 

‘‘(4) 50 percent of the average amounts ex-
pended by a State or group of States (including 
the District of Columbia) in a fiscal year, begin-
ning in fiscal year 2007, for capital projects to 
benefit intercity passenger rail service or for the 
operating costs of such service above the aver-
age capital and operating expenditures made for 
such service in fiscal years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
and 2008 shall be credited towards the matching 
requirements for grants awarded under this sec-
tion. The Secretary may require such informa-
tion as necessary to verify such expenditures. 

‘‘(g) UNDERTAKING PROJECTS IN ADVANCE.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary may pay the Federal share 

of the net capital project cost to an applicant 
that carries out any part of a project described 
in this section according to all applicable proce-
dures and requirements if— 

‘‘(A) the applicant applies for the payment; 
‘‘(B) the Secretary approves the payment; and 
‘‘(C) before carrying out the part of the 

project, the Secretary approves the plans and 
specifications for the part in the same way as 
other projects under this section. 

‘‘(2) The cost of carrying out part of a project 
includes the amount of interest earned and pay-
able on bonds issued by the applicant to the ex-
tent proceeds of the bonds are expended in car-
rying out the part. However, the amount of in-
terest under this paragraph may not be more 
than the most favorable interest terms reason-
ably available for the project at the time of bor-
rowing. The applicant shall certify, in a manner 
satisfactory to the Secretary, that the applicant 
has shown reasonable diligence in seeking the 
most favorable financial terms. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall consider changes in 
capital project cost indices when determining 
the estimated cost under paragraph (2) of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(h) 2-YEAR AVAILABILITY.—Funds appro-
priated under this section shall remain available 
until expended. If any amount provided as a 
grant under this section is not obligated or ex-
pended for the purposes described in subsection 
(a) within 2 years after the date on which the 
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State received the grant, such sums shall be re-
turned to the Secretary for other intercity pas-
senger rail development projects under this sec-
tion at the discretion of the Secretary. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—In carrying out this section, the 
Secretary shall allocate an appropriate portion 
of the amounts available under this section to 
provide grants to States— 

‘‘(1) in which there is no intercity passenger 
rail service for the purpose of funding freight 
rail capital projects that are on a State rail plan 
developed under chapter 225 of this title that 
provide public benefits (as defined in chapter 
225) as determined by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(2) in which the rail transportation system is 
not physically connected to rail systems in the 
continental United States or may not otherwise 
qualify for a grant under this section due to the 
unique characteristics of the geography of that 
State or other relevant considerations, for the 
purpose of funding transportation-related cap-
ital projects. 

‘‘(j) SMALL CAPITAL PROJECTS.—The Secretary 
shall make available $10,000,000 annually from 
the amounts authorized under section 101(d) of 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement 
Act of 2008 beginning in fiscal year 2009 for 
grants for capital projects eligible under this 
section not exceeding $2,000,000, including costs 
eligible under section 206(c) of that Act. The 
Secretary may wave requirements of this sec-
tion, including state rail plan requirements, as 
appropriate. 
‘‘§ 24403. Project management oversight 

‘‘(a) PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To receive Federal financial assistance 
for a major capital project under this chapter, 
an applicant must prepare and carry out a 
project management plan approved by the Sec-
retary of Transportation. The plan shall provide 
for— 

‘‘(1) adequate recipient staff organization 
with well-defined reporting relationships, state-
ments of functional responsibilities, job descrip-
tions, and job qualifications; 

‘‘(2) a budget covering the project manage-
ment organization, appropriate consultants, 
property acquisition, utility relocation, systems 
demonstration staff, audits, and miscellaneous 
payments the recipient may be prepared to jus-
tify; 

‘‘(3) a construction schedule for the project; 
‘‘(4) a document control procedure and record-

keeping system; 
‘‘(5) a change order procedure that includes a 

documented, systematic approach to handling 
the construction change orders; 

‘‘(6) organizational structures, management 
skills, and staffing levels required throughout 
the construction phase; 

‘‘(7) quality control and quality assurance 
functions, procedures, and responsibilities for 
construction, system installation, and integra-
tion of system components; 

‘‘(8) material testing policies and procedures; 
‘‘(9) internal plan implementation and report-

ing requirements; 
‘‘(10) criteria and procedures to be used for 

testing the operational system or its major com-
ponents; 

‘‘(11) periodic updates of the plan, especially 
related to project budget and project schedule, 
financing, and ridership estimates; and 

‘‘(12) the recipient’s commitment to submit a 
project budget and project schedule to the Sec-
retary each month. 

‘‘(b) SECRETARIAL OVERSIGHT.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary may use no more than 0.5 

percent of amounts made available in a fiscal 
year for capital projects under this chapter to 
enter into contracts to oversee the construction 
of such projects. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may use amounts available 
under paragraph (1) of this subsection to make 
contracts for safety, procurement, management, 
and financial compliance reviews and audits of 
a recipient of amounts under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) The Federal Government shall pay the 
entire cost of carrying out a contract under this 
subsection. 

‘‘(c) ACCESS TO SITES AND RECORDS.—Each re-
cipient of assistance under this chapter shall 
provide the Secretary and a contractor the Sec-
retary chooses under subsection (c) of this sec-
tion with access to the construction sites and 
records of the recipient when reasonably nec-
essary. 
‘‘§ 24404. Use of capital grants to finance first- 

dollar liability of grant project 
‘‘Notwithstanding the requirements of section 

24402 of this chapter, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may approve the use of capital assistance 
under this chapter to fund self-insured retention 
of risk for the first tier of liability insurance 
coverage for rail passenger service associated 
with the capital assistance grant, but the cov-
erage may not exceed $20,000,000 per occurrence 
or $20,000,000 in aggregate per year. 
‘‘§ 24405. Grant conditions 

‘‘(a) DOMESTIC BUYING PREFERENCE.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a project 

funded in whole or in part with a grant under 
this title, the grant recipient shall purchase 
only— 

‘‘(i) unmanufactured articles, material, and 
supplies mined or produced in the United States; 
or 

‘‘(ii) manufactured articles, material, and 
supplies manufactured in the United States sub-
stantially from articles, material, and supplies 
mined, produced, or manufactured in the United 
States. 

‘‘(B) DE MINIMIS AMOUNT.—Subparagraph (A) 
applies only to a purchase in an total amount 
that is not less than $1,000,000. 

‘‘(2) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a recipi-
ent, the Secretary may exempt a recipient from 
the requirements of this subsection if the Sec-
retary decides that, for particular articles, mate-
rial, or supplies— 

‘‘(A) such requirements are inconsistent with 
the public interest; 

‘‘(B) the cost of imposing the requirements is 
unreasonable; or 

‘‘(C) the articles, material, or supplies, or the 
articles, material, or supplies from which they 
are manufactured, are not mined, produced, or 
manufactured in the United States in sufficient 
and reasonably available commercial quantities 
and are not of a satisfactory quality. 

‘‘(3) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘the United States’ means the 
States, territories, and possessions of the United 
States and the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(b) OPERATORS DEEMED RAIL CARRIERS AND 
EMPLOYERS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.—A person 
that conducts rail operations over rail infra-
structure constructed or improved with funding 
provided in whole or in part in a grant made 
under this title shall be considered a rail carrier 
as defined in section 10102(5) of this title for 
purposes of this title and any other statute that 
adopts that definition or in which that defini-
tion applies, including— 

‘‘(1) the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 (45 
U.S.C. 231 et seq.); 

‘‘(2) the Railway Labor Act (43 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.); and 

‘‘(3) the Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act (45 U.S.C. 351 et seq.). 

‘‘(c) GRANT CONDITIONS.—The Secretary shall 
require as a condition of making any grant 
under this title for a project that uses rights-of- 
way owned by a railroad that— 

‘‘(1) a written agreement exist between the ap-
plicant and the railroad regarding such use and 
ownership, including— 

‘‘(A) any compensation for such use; 
‘‘(B) assurances regarding the adequacy of in-

frastructure capacity to accommodate both ex-
isting and future freight and passenger oper-
ations; 

‘‘(C) an assurance by the railroad that collec-
tive bargaining agreements with the railroad’s 

employees (including terms regulating the con-
tracting of work) will remain in full force and 
effect according to their terms for work per-
formed by the railroad on the railroad transpor-
tation corridor; and 

‘‘(D) an assurance that an applicant complies 
with liability requirements consistent with sec-
tion 28103 of this title; and 

‘‘(2) the applicant agrees to comply with— 
‘‘(A) the standards of section 24312 of this 

title, as such section was in effect on September 
1, 2003, with respect to the project in the same 
manner that the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation is required to comply with those 
standards for construction work financed under 
an agreement made under section 24308(a) of 
this title; and 

‘‘(B) the protective arrangements established 
under section 504 of the Railroad Revitalization 
and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 
836) with respect to employees affected by ac-
tions taken in connection with the project to be 
financed in whole or in part by grants under 
this chapter. 

‘‘(d) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 

‘‘(1) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR 
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL PROJECTS.—Any enti-
ty providing intercity passenger railroad trans-
portation that begins operations after the date 
of enactment of this Act on a project funded in 
whole or in part by grants made under this title 
and replaces intercity rail passenger service that 
was provided by Amtrak, unless such service 
was provided solely by Amtrak to another enti-
ty, as of such date shall enter into an agreement 
with the authorized bargaining agent or agents 
for adversely affected employees of the prede-
cessor provider that— 

‘‘(A) gives each such qualified employee of the 
predecessor provider priority in hiring according 
to the employee’s seniority on the predecessor 
provider for each position with the replacing en-
tity that is in the employee’s craft or class and 
is available within 3 years after the termination 
of the service being replaced; 

‘‘(B) establishes a procedure for notifying 
such an employee of such positions; 

‘‘(C) establishes a procedure for such an em-
ployee to apply for such positions; and 

‘‘(D) establishes rates of pay, rules, and work-
ing conditions. 

‘‘(2) IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT SERVICE.— 
‘‘(A) NEGOTIATIONS.—If the replacement of 

preexisting intercity rail passenger service oc-
curs concurrent with or within a reasonable 
time before the commencement of the replacing 
entity’s rail passenger service, the replacing en-
tity shall give written notice of its plan to re-
place existing rail passenger service to the au-
thorized collective bargaining agent or agents 
for the potentially adversely affected employees 
of the predecessor provider at least 90 days be-
fore the date on which it plans to commence 
service. Within 5 days after the date of receipt 
of such written notice, negotiations between the 
replacing entity and the collective bargaining 
agent or agents for the employees of the prede-
cessor provider shall commence for the purpose 
of reaching agreement with respect to all mat-
ters set forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of paragraph (1). The negotiations shall con-
tinue for 30 days or until an agreement is 
reached, whichever is sooner. If at the end of 30 
days the parties have not entered into an agree-
ment with respect to all such matters, the unre-
solved issues shall be submitted for arbitration 
in accordance with the procedure set forth in 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) ARBITRATION.—If an agreement has not 
been entered into with respect to all matters set 
forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of para-
graph (1) as described in subparagraph (A) of 
this paragraph, the parties shall select an arbi-
trator. If the parties are unable to agree upon 
the selection of such arbitrator within 5 days, 
either or both parties shall notify the National 
Mediation Board, which shall provide a list of 
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seven arbitrators with experience in arbitrating 
rail labor protection disputes. Within 5 days 
after such notification, the parties shall alter-
nately strike names from the list until only 1 
name remains, and that person shall serve as 
the neutral arbitrator. Within 45 days after se-
lection of the arbitrator, the arbitrator shall 
conduct a hearing on the dispute and shall 
render a decision with respect to the unresolved 
issues among the matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1). This 
decision shall be final, binding, and conclusive 
upon the parties. The salary and expenses of 
the arbitrator shall be borne equally by the par-
ties; all other expenses shall be paid by the 
party incurring them. 

‘‘(3) SERVICE COMMENCEMENT.—A replacing 
entity under this subsection shall commence 
service only after an agreement is entered into 
with respect to the matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1) or the 
decision of the arbitrator has been rendered. 

‘‘(4) SUBSEQUENT REPLACEMENT OF SERVICE.— 
If the replacement of existing rail passenger 
service takes place within 3 years after the re-
placing entity commences intercity passenger 
rail service, the replacing entity and the collec-
tive bargaining agent or agents for the adversely 
affected employees of the predecessor provider 
shall enter into an agreement with respect to the 
matters set forth in subparagraphs (A) through 
(D) of paragraph (1). If the parties have not en-
tered into an agreement with respect to all such 
matters within 60 days after the date on which 
the replacing entity replaces the predecessor 
provider, the parties shall select an arbitrator 
using the procedures set forth in paragraph 
(2)(B), who shall, within 20 days after the com-
mencement of the arbitration, conduct a hearing 
and decide all unresolved issues. This decision 
shall be final, binding, and conclusive upon the 
parties. 

‘‘(e) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN RAIL OPER-
ATIONS.—Nothing in this section applies to— 

‘‘(1) commuter rail passenger transportation 
(as defined in section 24102(4) of this title) oper-
ations of a State or local government authority 
(as those terms are defined in section 5302(11) 
and (6), respectively, of this title) eligible to re-
ceive financial assistance under section 5307 of 
this title, or to its contractor performing services 
in connection with commuter rail passenger op-
erations (as so defined); 

‘‘(2) the Alaska Railroad or its contractors; or 
‘‘(3) the National Railroad Passenger Cor-

poration’s access rights to railroad rights of way 
and facilities under current law.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for subtitle V is amended by inserting 
the following after the item relating to chapter 
243: 

‘‘244. INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 
SERVICE CORRIDOR CAPITAL 
ASSISTANCE ................................ 24401’’. 

SEC. 302. STATE RAIL PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of subtitle V is 

amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 225—STATE RAIL PLANS AND 
HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘22501. Definitions. 
‘‘22502. Authority. 
‘‘22503. Purposes. 
‘‘22504. Transparency; coordination; review. 
‘‘22505. Content. 
‘‘22506. Review. 

‘‘§ 22501. Definitions 
‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) PRIVATE BENEFIT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘private ben-

efit’— 
‘‘(i) means a benefit accrued to a person or 

private entity, other than the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation, that directly improves 
the economic and competitive condition of that 
person or entity through improved assets, cost 

reductions, service improvements, or any other 
means as defined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be determined on a project-by- 
project basis, based upon an agreement between 
the parties. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may seek 
the advice of the States and rail carriers in fur-
ther defining this term. 

‘‘(2) PUBLIC BENEFIT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘public benefit’— 
‘‘(i) means a benefit accrued to the public in 

the form of enhanced mobility of people or 
goods, environmental protection or enhance-
ment, congestion mitigation, enhanced trade 
and economic development, improved air quality 
or land use, more efficient energy use, enhanced 
public safety, reduction of public expenditures 
due to improved transportation efficiency or in-
frastructure preservation, and any other posi-
tive community effects as defined by the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be determined on a project-by- 
project basis, based upon an agreement between 
the parties. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may seek 
the advice of the States and rail carriers in fur-
ther defining this term. 

‘‘(3) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of 
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(4) STATE RAIL TRANSPORTATION AUTHOR-
ITY.—The term ‘State rail transportation au-
thority’ means the State agency or official re-
sponsible under the direction of the Governor of 
the State or a State law for preparation, mainte-
nance, coordination, and administration of the 
State rail plan. 

‘‘§ 22502. Authority 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State may prepare 

and maintain a State rail plan in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—For the preparation 
and periodic revision of a State rail plan, a 
State shall— 

‘‘(1) establish or designate a State rail trans-
portation authority to prepare, maintain, co-
ordinate, and administer the plan; 

‘‘(2) establish or designate a State rail plan 
approval authority to approve the plan; 

‘‘(3) submit the State’s approved plan to the 
Secretary of Transportation for review; and 

‘‘(4) revise and resubmit a State-approved 
plan no less frequently than once every 5 years 
for reapproval by the Secretary. 

‘‘§ 22503. Purposes 
‘‘(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of a State rail 

plan are as follows: 
‘‘(1) To set forth State policy involving freight 

and passenger rail transportation, including 
commuter rail operations, in the State. 

‘‘(2) To establish the period covered by the 
State rail plan. 

‘‘(3) To present priorities and strategies to en-
hance rail service in the State that benefits the 
public. 

‘‘(4) To serve as the basis for Federal and 
State rail investments within the State. 

‘‘(b) COORDINATION.—A State rail plan shall 
be coordinated with other State transportation 
planning goals and programs and set forth rail 
transportation’s role within the State transpor-
tation system. 

‘‘§ 22504. Transparency; coordination; review 
‘‘(a) PREPARATION.—A State shall provide 

adequate and reasonable notice and opportunity 
for comment and other input to the public, rail 
carriers, commuter and transit authorities oper-
ating in, or affected by rail operations within 
the State, units of local government, and other 
interested parties in the preparation and review 
of its State rail plan. 

‘‘(b) INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION.—A 
State shall review the freight and passenger rail 
service activities and initiatives by regional 
planning agencies, regional transportation au-
thorities, and municipalities within the State, or 
in the region in which the State is located, while 

preparing the plan, and shall include any rec-
ommendations made by such agencies, authori-
ties, and municipalities as deemed appropriate 
by the State. 
‘‘§ 22505. Content 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State rail plan shall 
contain the following: 

‘‘(1) An inventory of the existing overall rail 
transportation system and rail services and fa-
cilities within the State and an analysis of the 
role of rail transportation within the State’s 
surface transportation system. 

‘‘(2) A review of all rail lines within the State, 
including proposed high-speed rail corridors and 
significant rail line segments not currently in 
service. 

‘‘(3) A statement of the State’s passenger rail 
service objectives, including minimum service 
levels, for rail transportation routes in the 
State. 

‘‘(4) A general analysis of rail’s transpor-
tation, economic, and environmental impacts in 
the State, including congestion mitigation, trade 
and economic development, air quality, land- 
use, energy-use, and community impacts. 

‘‘(5) A long-range rail investment program for 
current and future freight and passenger infra-
structure in the State that meets the require-
ments of subsection (b). 

‘‘(6) A statement of public financing issues for 
rail projects and service in the State, including 
a list of current and prospective public capital 
and operating funding resources, public sub-
sidies, State taxation, and other financial poli-
cies relating to rail infrastructure development. 

‘‘(7) An identification of rail infrastructure 
issues within the State that reflects consultation 
with all relevant stake holders. 

‘‘(8) A review of major passenger and freight 
intermodal rail connections and facilities within 
the State, including seaports, and prioritized op-
tions to maximize service integration and effi-
ciency between rail and other modes of trans-
portation within the State. 

‘‘(9) A review of publicly funded projects 
within the State to improve rail transportation 
safety, including all major projects funded 
under section 130 of title 23. 

‘‘(10) A performance evaluation of passenger 
rail services operating in the State, including 
possible improvements in those services, and a 
description of strategies to achieve those im-
provements. 

‘‘(11) A compilation of studies and reports on 
high-speed rail corridor development within the 
State not included in a previous plan under this 
chapter, and a plan for funding any rec-
ommended development of such corridors in the 
State. 

‘‘(12) A statement that the State is in compli-
ance with the requirements of section 22102. 

‘‘(b) LONG-RANGE SERVICE AND INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) PROGRAM CONTENT.—A long-range rail 
investment program included in a State rail 
plan under subsection (a)(5) shall include the 
following matters: 

‘‘(A) A list of any rail capital projects ex-
pected to be undertaken or supported in whole 
or in part by the State. 

‘‘(B) A detailed funding plan for those 
projects. 

‘‘(2) PROJECT LIST CONTENT.—The list of rail 
capital projects shall contain— 

‘‘(A) a description of the anticipated public 
and private benefits of each such project; and 

‘‘(B) a statement of the correlation between— 
‘‘(i) public funding contributions for the 

projects; and 
‘‘(ii) the public benefits. 
‘‘(3) CONSIDERATIONS FOR PROJECT LIST.—In 

preparing the list of freight and intercity pas-
senger rail capital projects, a State rail trans-
portation authority should take into consider-
ation the following matters: 

‘‘(A) Contributions made by non-Federal and 
non-State sources through user fees, matching 
funds, or other private capital involvement. 
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‘‘(B) Rail capacity and congestion effects. 
‘‘(C) Effects on highway, aviation, and mari-

time capacity, congestion, or safety. 
‘‘(D) Regional balance. 
‘‘(E) Environmental impact. 
‘‘(F) Economic and employment impacts. 
‘‘(G) Projected ridership and other service 

measures for passenger rail projects. 

‘‘§ 22506. Review 
‘‘The Secretary shall prescribe procedures for 

States to submit State rail plans for review 
under this title, including standardized format 
and data requirements. State rail plans com-
pleted before the date of enactment of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008 that substantially meet the requirements of 
this chapter, as determined by the Secretary, 
shall be deemed by the Secretary to have met the 
requirements of this chapter.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for subtitle V is amended by inserting 
the following after the item relating to chapter 
223: 

‘‘225. STATE RAIL PLANS AND HIGH 
PRIORITY PROJECTS .................. 22501’’. 

SEC. 303. NEXT GENERATION CORRIDOR TRAIN 
EQUIPMENT POOL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, Amtrak shall es-
tablish a Next Generation Corridor Equipment 
Pool Committee, comprised of representatives of 
Amtrak, the Federal Railroad Administration, 
host freight railroad companies, passenger rail-
road equipment manufacturers, and other pas-
senger railroad operators as appropriate and in-
terested States. The purpose of the Committee 
shall be to design, develop specifications for, 
and procure standardized next-generation cor-
ridor equipment. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Committee may— 
(1) determine the number of different types of 

equipment required, taking into account vari-
ations in operational needs and corridor infra-
structure; 

(2) establish a pool of equipment to be used on 
corridor routes funded by participating States; 
and 

(3) subject to agreements between Amtrak and 
States, utilize services provided by Amtrak to de-
sign, maintain and remanufacture equipment. 

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Amtrak and 
States participating in the Committee may enter 
into agreements for the funding, procurement, 
remanufacture, ownership and management of 
corridor equipment, including equipment cur-
rently owned or leased by Amtrak and next-gen-
eration corridor equipment acquired as a result 
of the Committee’s actions, and may establish a 
corporation, which may be owned or jointly 
owned by Amtrak, participating States or other 
entities, to perform these functions. 

(d) FUNDING.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion provided in section 103(2) of this Act, cap-
ital projects to carry out the purposes of this 
section shall be eligible for grants made pursu-
ant to chapter 244 of title 49, United States 
Code. 
SEC. 304. RAIL COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTENT.—Chapter 

249 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘§ 24910. Rail cooperative research program 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-

lish and carry out a rail cooperative research 
program. The program shall— 

‘‘(1) address, among other matters, intercity 
rail passenger and freight rail services, includ-
ing existing rail passenger and freight tech-
nologies and speeds, incrementally enhanced 
rail systems and infrastructure, and new high- 
speed wheel-on-rail systems; 

‘‘(2) address ways to expand the transpor-
tation of international trade traffic by rail, en-
hance the efficiency of intermodal interchange 
at ports and other intermodal terminals, and in-

crease capacity and availability of rail service 
for seasonal freight needs; 

‘‘(3) consider research on the interconnected-
ness of commuter rail, passenger rail, freight 
rail, and other rail networks; and 

‘‘(4) give consideration to regional concerns 
regarding rail passenger and freight transpor-
tation, including meeting research needs com-
mon to designated high-speed corridors, long- 
distance rail services, and regional intercity rail 
corridors, projects, and entities. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT.—The program to be carried out 
under this section shall include research de-
signed— 

‘‘(1) to identify the unique aspects and at-
tributes of rail passenger and freight service; 

‘‘(2) to develop more accurate models for eval-
uating the impact of rail passenger and freight 
service, including the effects on highway and 
airport and airway congestion, environmental 
quality, and energy consumption; 

‘‘(3) to develop a better understanding of 
modal choice as it affects rail passenger and 
freight transportation, including development of 
better models to predict utilization; 

‘‘(4) to recommend priorities for technology 
demonstration and development; 

‘‘(5) to meet additional priorities as deter-
mined by the advisory board established under 
subsection (c), including any recommendations 
made by the National Research Council; 

‘‘(6) to explore improvements in management, 
financing, and institutional structures; 

‘‘(7) to address rail capacity constraints that 
affect passenger and freight rail service through 
a wide variety of options, ranging from oper-
ating improvements to dedicated new infrastruc-
ture, taking into account the impact of such op-
tions on operations; 

‘‘(8) to improve maintenance, operations, cus-
tomer service, or other aspects of intercity rail 
passenger and freight service; 

‘‘(9) to recommend objective methodologies for 
determining intercity passenger rail routes and 
services, including the establishment of new 
routes, the elimination of existing routes, and 
the contraction or expansion of services or fre-
quencies over such routes; 

‘‘(10) to review the impact of equipment and 
operational safety standards on the further de-
velopment of high-speed passenger rail oper-
ations connected to or integrated with non- 
high-speed freight or passenger rail operations; 

‘‘(11) to recommend any legislative or regu-
latory changes necessary to foster further devel-
opment and implementation of high-speed pas-
senger rail operations while ensuring the safety 
of such operations that are connected to or inte-
grated with non-high-speed freight or passenger 
rail operations; and 

‘‘(12) to review rail crossing safety improve-
ments, including improvements using new safety 
technology. 

‘‘(c) ADVISORY BOARD.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In consultation with 

the heads of appropriate Federal departments 
and agencies, the Secretary shall establish an 
advisory board to recommend research, tech-
nology, and technology transfer activities re-
lated to rail passenger and freight transpor-
tation. 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory board shall 
include— 

‘‘(A) representatives of State transportation 
agencies; 

‘‘(B) transportation and environmental econo-
mists, scientists, and engineers; and 

‘‘(C) representatives of Amtrak, the Alaska 
Railroad, freight railroads, transit operating 
agencies, intercity rail passenger agencies, rail-
way labor organizations, and environmental or-
ganizations. 

‘‘(d) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.—The 
Secretary may make grants to, and enter into 
cooperative agreements with, the National 
Academy of Sciences to carry out such activities 
relating to the research, technology, and tech-
nology transfer activities described in subsection 
(b) as the Secretary deems appropriate.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter anal-
ysis for chapter 249 is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘24910. Rail cooperative research program.’’. 
SEC. 305. PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM COMPARISON 

STUDY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall com-
plete a study that compares the passenger rail 
system in the United States with the passenger 
rail systems in Canada, Germany, Great Brit-
ain, France, China, Spain, and Japan. 

(b) ISSUES TO BE STUDIED.—The study con-
ducted under subsection (a) shall include a 
country-by-country comparison of— 

(1) the development of high-speed rail; 
(2) passenger rail operating costs; 
(3) the amount and payment source of rail line 

construction and maintenance costs; 
(4) the amount and payment source of station 

construction and maintenance costs; 
(5) passenger rail debt service costs; 
(6) passenger rail labor agreements and associ-

ated costs; 
(7) the net profit realized by the major pas-

senger rail service providers in each of the 4 
most recent quarters; 

(8) the percentage of the passenger rail sys-
tem’s costs that are paid from general govern-
ment revenues; and 

(9) the method used by the government to pro-
vide the subsidies described in paragraph (8). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
completion of the study under subsection (a), 
the Comptroller General shall submit a report 
containing the findings of such study to— 

(1) the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 
ENHANCEMENT 

SEC. 401. COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT ENHANCE-
MENT. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—Part E of subtitle V is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 285—COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 
ENHANCEMENT 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘28501. Definitions 
‘‘28502. Surface Transportation Board mediation 

of trackage use requests. 
‘‘28503. Surface Transportation Board mediation 

of rights-of-way use requests. 
‘‘28504. Applicability of other laws. 
‘‘28505. Rules and regulations. 

‘‘§ 28501. Definitions 
‘‘In this chapter— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘Board’ means the Surface 

Transportation Board; 
‘‘(2) the term ‘capital work’ means mainte-

nance, restoration, reconstruction, capacity en-
hancement, or rehabilitation work on trackage 
that would be treated, in accordance with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles, as a cap-
ital item rather than an expense; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘fixed guideway transportation’ 
means public transportation (as defined in sec-
tion 5302(a)(10)) provided on, by, or using a 
fixed guideway (as defined in section 
5302(a)(4)); 

‘‘(4) the term ‘public transportation authority’ 
means a local governmental authority (as de-
fined in section 5302(a)(6)) established to pro-
vide, or make a contract providing for, fixed 
guideway transportation; 

‘‘(5) the term ‘rail carrier’ means a person, 
other than a governmental authority, providing 
common carrier railroad transportation for com-
pensation subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Board under chapter 105; 

‘‘(6) the term ‘segregated fixed guideway facil-
ity’ means a fixed guideway facility constructed 
within the railroad right-of-way of a rail carrier 
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but physically separate from trackage, including 
relocated trackage, within the right-of-way used 
by a rail carrier for freight transportation pur-
poses; and 

‘‘(7) the term ‘trackage’ means a railroad line 
of a rail carrier, including a spur, industrial, 
team, switching, side, yard, or station track, 
and a facility of a rail carrier. 

‘‘§ 28502. Surface Transportation Board medi-
ation of trackage use requests 
‘‘If, after a reasonable period of negotiation, a 

public transportation authority cannot reach 
agreement with a rail carrier to use trackage of, 
and have related services provided by, the rail 
carrier for purposes of fixed guideway transpor-
tation, the public transportation authority or 
the rail carrier may apply to the Board for non-
binding mediation. The Board shall conduct the 
nonbinding mediation in accordance with the 
mediation process of section 1109.4 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on the 
date of enactment of this section. 

‘‘§ 28503. Surface Transportation Board medi-
ation of rights-of-way use requests 
‘‘If, after a reasonable period of negotiation, a 

public transportation authority cannot reach 
agreement with a rail carrier to acquire an in-
terest in a railroad right-of-way for the con-
struction and operation of a segregated fixed 
guideway facility, the public transportation au-
thority or the rail carrier may apply to the 
Board for nonbinding mediation. The Board 
shall conduct the nonbinding mediation in ac-
cordance with the mediation process of section 
1109.4 of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, 
as in effect on the date of enactment of this sec-
tion. 

‘‘§ 28504. Applicability of other laws 
‘‘Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 

limit a rail transportation provider’s right under 
section 28103(b) to enter into contracts that allo-
cate financial responsibility for claims. 

‘‘§ 28505. Rules and regulations 
‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of en-

actment of this section, the Board shall issue 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
to carry out this chapter.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters of such subtitle is amended by adding 
after the item relating to chapter 283 the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘285. COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT EN-
HANCEMENT ............................... 28501’’. 

TITLE V—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
SEC. 501. HIGH-SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 261 is amended by 
adding at the end thereof the following: 

‘‘§ 26106. High-speed rail corridor program 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-

tation shall establish and implement a high- 
speed rail corridor program. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

‘‘(1) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ means 
a State, a group of States, an Interstate Com-
pact, a public agency established by one or more 
States and having responsibility for providing 
high-speed rail service, or Amtrak. 

‘‘(2) CORRIDOR.—The term ‘corridor’ means a 
corridor designated by the Secretary pursuant to 
section 104(d)(2) of title 23. 

‘‘(3) CAPITAL PROJECT.—The term ‘capital 
project’ means a project or program in a State 
rail plan developed under chapter 225 of this 
title for acquiring, constructing, improving, or 
inspecting equipment, track, and track struc-
tures, or a facility of use in or for the primary 
benefit of high-speed rail service, expenses inci-
dental to the acquisition or construction (in-
cluding designing, engineering, location sur-
veying, mapping, environmental studies, and 
acquiring rights-of-way), payments for the cap-
ital portions of rail trackage rights agreements, 
highway-rail grade crossing improvements re-

lated to high-speed rail service, mitigating envi-
ronmental impacts, communication and sig-
nalization improvements, relocation assistance, 
acquiring replacement housing sites, and ac-
quiring, constructing, relocating, and rehabili-
tating replacement housing. 

‘‘(4) HIGH-SPEED RAIL.—The term ‘high-speed 
rail’ means intercity passenger rail service that 
is reasonably expected to reach speeds of at 
least 110 miles per hour. 

‘‘(5) INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.—The 
term ‘intercity passenger rail service’ means 
transportation services with the primary pur-
pose of passenger transportation between towns, 
cities, and metropolitan areas by rail, including 
high-speed rail, as defined in section 24102 of 
this title. 

‘‘(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Transportation. 

‘‘(7) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of 
the 50 States or the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(c) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
may make grants under this section to an appli-
cant to finance capital projects in high-speed 
rail corridors. 

‘‘(d) APPLICATIONS.—Each applicant seeking 
to receive a grant under this section to develop 
a high-speed rail corridor shall submit to the 
Secretary an application in such form and in 
accordance with such requirements as the Sec-
retary shall establish. 

‘‘(e) COMPETITIVE GRANT SELECTION AND CRI-
TERIA FOR GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(A) establish criteria for selecting among 

projects that meet the criteria specified in para-
graph (2); 

‘‘(B) conduct a national solicitation for appli-
cations; and 

‘‘(C) award grants on a competitive basis. 
‘‘(2) GRANT CRITERIA.—The Secretary may ap-

prove a grant under this section for a project 
only if the Secretary determines that the 
project— 

‘‘(A) is part of a State rail plan developed 
under chapter 225 of this title, or under the plan 
required by section 302 of the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008; 

‘‘(B) is based on the results of preliminary en-
gineering; 

‘‘(C) has the legal, financial, and technical 
capacity to carry out the project; and 

‘‘(D) is justified based on the ability of the 
project— 

‘‘(i) to generate national economic benefits, 
including creating jobs, expanding business op-
portunities, and impacting the gross domestic 
product; 

‘‘(ii) to increase mobility of United States citi-
zens and reduce congestion, including impacts 
in the State, region, and Nation; and 

‘‘(iii) to otherwise enhance the national trans-
portation system. 

‘‘(3) PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA.—In select-
ing a project under this section, the Secretary 
shall consider the extent to which the project— 

‘‘(A) makes a substantial contribution to pro-
viding the infrastructure and equipment re-
quired to complete a high-speed rail corridor; 

‘‘(B) leverages Federal investment by encour-
aging non-Federal financial commitments, in-
cluding evidence of stable and dependable fi-
nancing sources to construct, maintain, and op-
erate the high-speed rail corridor and service; 
and 

‘‘(C) helps protect the environment. 
‘‘(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the cost of a project financed under this section 
shall not exceed 80 percent of the project net 
capital cost. 

‘‘(g) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of this 
section, the Secretary shall issue regulations for 
carrying out this section. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry out 
this section $350,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2009 through 2013.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 261 is amended by 
adding after the item relating to section 26105 
the following new item: 

‘‘26106. High-speed rail corridor program.’’. 
SEC. 502. ADDITIONAL HIGH-SPEED PROJECTS. 

(a) SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—Not later than 60 

days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall issue a request 
for proposals for projects for the financing, de-
sign, construction, and operation of an initial 
high-speed rail system operating between Wash-
ington, DC, and New York City. Such proposals 
shall be submitted to the Secretary not later 
than 150 days after the publication of such re-
quest for proposals. 

(B) OTHER PROJECTS.—After a report is trans-
mitted under subsection (e) with respect to 
projects described in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of Transportation may issue a request for 
proposals for additional projects for the financ-
ing, design, construction, and operation of a 
high-speed rail system operating on any other 
corridor in the United States. Such proposals 
shall be submitted to the Secretary not later 
than 150 days after the publication of such re-
quest for proposals. 

(2) CONTENTS.—A proposal submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) the names and qualifications of the per-
sons submitting the proposal; 

(B) a detailed description of the proposed 
route and its engineering characteristics and of 
all infrastructure improvements required to 
achieve the planned operating speeds and trip 
times; 

(C) how the project would comply with Fed-
eral rail safety regulations which govern the 
track and equipment safety requirements for 
high-speed rail operations; 

(D) the peak and average operating speeds to 
be attained; 

(E) the type of equipment to be used, includ-
ing any technologies for— 

(i) maintaining an operating speed the Sec-
retary determines appropriate; or 

(ii) in the case of a proposal submitted under 
paragraph (1)(A), achieving less than 2-hour ex-
press service between Washington, DC, and New 
York City; 

(F) the locations of proposed stations; 
(G) a detailed description of any proposed leg-

islation needed to facilitate the project; 
(H) a financing plan identifying— 
(i) sources of revenue; 
(ii) the amount of any proposed public con-

tribution toward capital costs or operations; 
(iii) ridership projections; 
(iv) the amount of private investment; 
(v) projected revenue; 
(vi) annual operating and capital costs; 
(vii) the amount of projected capital invest-

ments required (both initially and in subsequent 
years to maintain a state of good repair); and 

(viii) the sources of the private investment re-
quired, including the identity of any person or 
entity that has made or is expected to make a 
commitment to provide or secure funding and 
the amount of such commitment; 

(I) a description of how the project would con-
tribute to the development of a national high- 
speed rail system, and an intermodal plan de-
scribing how the system will connect with other 
transportation links; 

(J) labor protections that would comply with 
the requirements of section 504; 

(K) provisions to ensure that the proposal will 
be designed to operate in harmony with existing 
and projected future intercity, commuter, and 
freight service; 

(L) provisions for full fair market compensa-
tion for any asset, property right or interest, or 
service acquired from, owned, or held by a pri-
vate person or non-Federal entity that would be 
acquired, impaired, or diminished in value as a 
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result of a project, except as otherwise agreed to 
by the private person or entity; and 

(M) a detailed description of the environ-
mental impacts of the project, and how any ad-
verse impacts would be mitigated. 

(3) DOCUMENTS.—Documents submitted or de-
veloped pursuant to this subsection shall not be 
subject to section 552 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(b) DETERMINATION OF COST EFFECTIVENESS 
AND ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSIONS.—Not 
later than 60 days after receipt of a proposal 
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall— 

(1) make a determination as to whether the 
proposal is cost effective; and 

(2) for each corridor for which one or more 
cost effective proposals are received, establish a 
commission under subsection (c). 

(c) COMMISSIONS.— 
(1) MEMBERS.—The commission referred to in 

subsection (b)(2) shall consist of— 
(A) the governor of the affected State or 

States, or their respective designees; 
(B) a rail labor representative, a representa-

tive from a rail freight carrier using the relevant 
corridor, and a commuter authority using the 
relevant corridor, appointed by the Secretary of 
Transportation, in consultation with the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 
the House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Secretary of Transportation or his des-
ignee; 

(D) the president of Amtrak or his designee; 
and 

(E) the mayors of the three largest municipali-
ties serviced by the proposed high-speed rail cor-
ridor. 

(2) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON SE-
LECTION.—The Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person shall be elected from among members of 
the Commission. 

(3) QUORUM AND VACANCY.— 
(A) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of 

the Commission shall constitute a quorum. 
(B) VACANCY.—Any vacancy in the Commis-

sion shall not affect its powers and shall be 
filled in the same manner in which the original 
appointment was made. 

(d) COMMISSION CONSIDERATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each commission established 

under subsection (b)(2) shall be responsible for 
reviewing the proposal or proposals with respect 
to which the commission was established, and 
not later than 90 days after the establishment of 
the commission, shall transmit to the Secretary, 
and to the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate, a report which in-
cludes— 

(A) a summary of each proposal received; 
(B) a ranking of the order of the proposals ac-

cording to cost effectiveness, advantages over 
existing services, projected revenue, and cost 
and benefit to the public and private parties; 

(C) an indication of which proposal or pro-
posals are recommended by the commission; and 

(D) an identification of any proposed legisla-
tive provisions which would facilitate implemen-
tation of the recommended project. 

(2) VERBAL PRESENTATION.—Proposers shall be 
given an opportunity to make a verbal presen-
tation to the commission to explain their pro-
posals. 

(e) SELECTION BY SECRETARY.—Not later than 
60 days after receiving a report from a commis-
sion under subsection (d)(1), the Secretary of 
Transportation shall transmit to the Congress a 
report that ranks all of the recommended pro-
posals according to cost effectiveness, advan-
tages over existing services, projected revenue, 
and cost and benefit to the public and private 
parties. 

(f) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT STUDY.—Not later than 9 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall transmit to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate the results of an economic development 
study of Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor service be-
tween Washington, DC, and New York City. 
Such study shall examine how to achieve max-
imum utilization of the Northeast Corridor as a 
transportation asset, including— 

(1) maximizing the assets of the Northeast 
Corridor for potential economic development 
purposes; 

(2) real estate improvement and financial re-
turn; 

(3) improved intercity, commuter, and freight 
services; 

(4) optimum utility utilization in conjunction 
with potential separated high-speed rail pas-
senger services; and 

(5) any other means of maximizing the eco-
nomic potential of the Northeast Corridor. 
SEC. 503. HIGH-SPEED RAIL STUDY. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall conduct— 

(1) an alternatives analysis of the Secretary’s 
December 1, 1998, extension of the designation of 
the Southeast High-Speed Rail Corridor as au-
thorized under section 104(d)(2) of title 23, 
United States Code; and 

(2) a feasibility analysis regarding the expan-
sion of the South Central High-Speed Rail Cor-
ridor to the Port of Houston, Texas. 
These analyses shall consider changes that have 
occurred in the region’s population, anticipated 
patterns of population growth, connectivity 
with other modes of transportation, ability of 
the designation to reduce regional traffic con-
gestion, and the ability of current and proposed 
routings to meet the needs of tourists. The Sec-
retary shall submit recommendations to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and conduct a redesigna-
tion of one or both corridors if necessary. 
SEC. 504. GRANT CONDITIONS. 

(a) DOMESTIC BUYING PREFERENCE.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a project 

funded in whole or in part with a grant under 
this title, or the amendments made by this title, 
the grant recipient shall purchase only— 

(i) unmanufactured articles, material, and 
supplies mined or produced in the United States; 
or 

(ii) manufactured articles, material, and sup-
plies manufactured in the United States sub-
stantially from articles, material, and supplies 
mined, produced, or manufactured in the United 
States. 

(B) DE MINIMIS AMOUNT.—Subparagraph (A) 
applies only to a purchase in an total amount 
that is not less than $1,000,000. 

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a recipi-
ent, the Secretary may exempt a recipient from 
the requirements of this subsection if the Sec-
retary decides that, for particular articles, mate-
rial, or supplies— 

(A) such requirements are inconsistent with 
the public interest; 

(B) the cost of imposing the requirements is 
unreasonable; or 

(C) the articles, material, or supplies, or the 
articles, material, or supplies from which they 
are manufactured, are not mined, produced, or 
manufactured in the United States in sufficient 
and reasonably available commercial quantities 
and are not of a satisfactory quality. 

(3) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘the United States’’ means the 
States, territories, and possessions of the United 
States and the District of Columbia. 

(b) OPERATORS DEEMED RAIL CARRIERS AND 
EMPLOYERS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.—A person 
that conducts rail operations over rail infra-
structure constructed or improved with funding 
provided in whole or in part in a grant made 
under this title, or the amendments made by this 
title, shall be considered a rail carrier as defined 
in section 10102(5) of title 49, United States 
Code, for purposes of this title and any other 
statute that adopts that definition or in which 
that definition applies, including— 

(1) the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 (45 
U.S.C. 231 et seq.); 

(2) the Railway Labor Act (43 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.); and 

(3) the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act 
(45 U.S.C. 351 et seq.). 

(c) GRANT CONDITIONS.—The Secretary shall 
require as a condition of making any grant 
under this title, or the amendments made by this 
title, for a project that uses rights-of-way owned 
by a railroad that— 

(1) a written agreement exist between the ap-
plicant and the railroad regarding such use and 
ownership, including— 

(A) any compensation for such use; 
(B) assurances regarding the adequacy of in-

frastructure capacity to accommodate both ex-
isting and future freight and passenger oper-
ations; 

(C) an assurance by the railroad that collec-
tive bargaining agreements with the railroad’s 
employees (including terms regulating the con-
tracting of work) will remain in full force and 
effect according to their terms for work per-
formed by the railroad on the railroad transpor-
tation corridor; and 

(D) an assurance that an applicant complies 
with liability requirements consistent with sec-
tion 28103 of title 49, United States Code; and 

(2) the applicant agrees to comply with— 
(A) the standards of section 24312 of title 49, 

United States Code, as such section was in ef-
fect on September 1, 2003, with respect to the 
project in the same manner that the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation is required to 
comply with those standards for construction 
work financed under an agreement made under 
section 24308(a) of title 49, United States Code; 
and 

(B) the protective arrangements established 
under section 504 of the Railroad Revitalization 
and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 
836) with respect to employees affected by ac-
tions taken in connection with the project to be 
financed in whole or in part by grants under 
this chapter. 

(d) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING INTERCITY PAS-
SENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 

(1) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR 
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL PROJECTS.—Any enti-
ty providing intercity passenger railroad trans-
portation that begins operations after the date 
of enactment of this Act on a project funded in 
whole or in part by grants made under this title, 
or the amendments made by this title, and re-
places intercity rail passenger service that was 
provided by Amtrak, unless such service was 
provided solely by Amtrak to another entity, as 
of such date shall enter into an agreement with 
the authorized bargaining agent or agents for 
adversely affected employees of the predecessor 
provider that— 

(A) gives each such qualified employee of the 
predecessor provider priority in hiring according 
to the employee’s seniority on the predecessor 
provider for each position with the replacing en-
tity that is in the employee’s craft or class and 
is available within 3 years after the termination 
of the service being replaced; 

(B) establishes a procedure for notifying such 
an employee of such positions; 

(C) establishes a procedure for such an em-
ployee to apply for such positions; and 

(D) establishes rates of pay, rules, and work-
ing conditions. 

(2) IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT SERVICE.— 
(A) NEGOTIATIONS.—If the replacement of pre-

existing intercity rail passenger service occurs 
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concurrent with or within a reasonable time be-
fore the commencement of the replacing entity’s 
rail passenger service, the replacing entity shall 
give written notice of its plan to replace existing 
rail passenger service to the authorized collec-
tive bargaining agent or agents for the poten-
tially adversely affected employees of the prede-
cessor provider at least 90 days before the date 
on which it plans to commence service. Within 5 
days after the date of receipt of such written no-
tice, negotiations between the replacing entity 
and the collective bargaining agent or agents for 
the employees of the predecessor provider shall 
commence for the purpose of reaching agreement 
with respect to all matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1). The 
negotiations shall continue for 30 days or until 
an agreement is reached, whichever is sooner. If 
at the end of 30 days the parties have not en-
tered into an agreement with respect to all such 
matters, the unresolved issues shall be submitted 
for arbitration in accordance with the procedure 
set forth in subparagraph (B). 

(B) ARBITRATION.—If an agreement has not 
been entered into with respect to all matters set 
forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of para-
graph (1) as described in subparagraph (A) of 
this paragraph, the parties shall select an arbi-
trator. If the parties are unable to agree upon 
the selection of such arbitrator within 5 days, 
either or both parties shall notify the National 
Mediation Board, which shall provide a list of 
seven arbitrators with experience in arbitrating 
rail labor protection disputes. Within 5 days 
after such notification, the parties shall alter-
nately strike names from the list until only 1 
name remains, and that person shall serve as 
the neutral arbitrator. Within 45 days after se-
lection of the arbitrator, the arbitrator shall 
conduct a hearing on the dispute and shall 
render a decision with respect to the unresolved 
issues among the matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1). This 
decision shall be final, binding, and conclusive 
upon the parties. The salary and expenses of 
the arbitrator shall be borne equally by the par-
ties; all other expenses shall be paid by the 
party incurring them. 

(3) SERVICE COMMENCEMENT.—A replacing en-
tity under this subsection shall commence serv-
ice only after an agreement is entered into with 
respect to the matters set forth in subparagraphs 
(A) through (D) of paragraph (1) or the decision 
of the arbitrator has been rendered. 

(4) SUBSEQUENT REPLACEMENT OF SERVICE.—If 
the replacement of existing rail passenger serv-
ice takes place within 3 years after the replacing 
entity commences intercity passenger rail serv-
ice, the replacing entity and the collective bar-
gaining agent or agents for the adversely af-
fected employees of the predecessor provider 
shall enter into an agreement with respect to the 
matters set forth in subparagraphs (A) through 
(D) of paragraph (1). If the parties have not en-
tered into an agreement with respect to all such 
matters within 60 days after the date on which 
the replacing entity replaces the predecessor 
provider, the parties shall select an arbitrator 
using the procedures set forth in paragraph 
(2)(B), who shall, within 20 days after the com-
mencement of the arbitration, conduct a hearing 
and decide all unresolved issues. This decision 
shall be final, binding, and conclusive upon the 
parties. 

(e) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN RAIL OPER-
ATIONS.—Nothing in this section applies to— 

(1) commuter rail passenger transportation (as 
defined in section 24102(4) of title 49, United 
States Code) operations of a State or local gov-
ernment authority (as those terms are defined in 
section 5302(11) and (6), respectively, of title 49, 
United States Code) eligible to receive financial 
assistance under section 5307 of title 49, United 
States Code, or to its contractor performing serv-
ices in connection with commuter rail passenger 
operations (as so defined); 

(2) the Alaska Railroad or its contractors; or 

(3) the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion’s access rights to railroad rights of way and 
facilities under current law. 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment to 
the committee amendment is in order 
except those printed in House Report 
110–703. Each amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the 
report; by a Member designated in the 
report; shall be considered read; shall 
be debatable for the time specified in 
the report, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent of the amendment; shall not be 
subject to amendment; and shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the 
question. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. OBERSTAR 
The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to 

consider amendment No. 1 printed in 
House Report 110–703. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 1 offered by Mr. OBER-
STAR: 

In section 101(c)— 
(1) strike ‘‘AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 

ACT COMPLIANCE’’ in the subsection heading 
and insert ‘‘ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
AND BARRIER REMOVAL FOR PEOPLE WITH DIS-
ABILITIES’’; and 

(2) strike ‘‘for compliance with the require-
ments of the Americans With Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.)’’ and in-
sert ‘‘to improve the accessibility of facili-
ties, including rail platforms, and services’’. 

In title I, add at the end the following new 
section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 105. COMPLIANCE WITH IMMIGRATION AND 

NATIONALITY ACT. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act, none of the funds authorized by this 
Act may be used to employ workers in viola-
tion of section 274A of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a). 

In section 205(a), strike ‘‘103(c)’’ and insert 
‘‘103(2)’’. 

In section 209(a), in the proposed section 
24905(b)— 

(1) strike ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph 
(8); 

(2) strike the period at the end of para-
graph (9) and insert ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) after paragraph (9), insert the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) potential funding and financing 
mechanisms for projects of corridor-wide sig-
nificance. 

In section 209(a), in the proposed section 
24905(c)(1)(A)— 

(1) strike ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (i); 
(2) insert ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (ii); 

and 
(3) after clause (ii), insert the following 

new clause: 
‘‘(iii) all financial contributions made by 

an operator of a service, including but not 
limited to, for any capital infrastructure in-
vestments, as well as for any in-kind serv-
ices, are considered; 

In section 209(c)(2)(B), insert ‘‘, including 
but not limited to, any adverse impact on ex-
isting and projected intercity, commuter, 
and freight service’’ after ‘‘such an achieve-
ment’’. 

In section 211, insert ‘‘including issues re-
lated to the raising of passenger rail station 
platforms,’’ after ‘‘to achieving compli-
ance,’’. 

In section 211, strike ‘‘an overall schedule’’ 
and insert ‘‘a detailed plan and schedule’’. 

In section 211, insert ‘‘by the 2010 statutory 
deadline for station accessibility’’ after 
‘‘parts of section 242(e)(2)’’. 

In section 211, strike ‘‘July 1, 2009’’ and in-
sert ‘‘February 1, 2009’’. 

Strike subsection (c) of section 214. 
In title II, add at the end the following new 

section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 225. HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND RAIL-

ROAD SAFETY. 
(a) STUDY; OTHER ACTIONS.—The Secretary 

of Transportation shall— 
(1) conduct a study, in consultation with 

the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion, the National Conference of State His-
toric Preservation Officers, the Department 
of the Interior, appropriate representatives 
of the railroad industry, and representative 
stakeholders, on ways to streamline compli-
ance with the requirements of section 303 of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 470f) for federally funded railroad in-
frastructure repair and improvement 
projects; 

(2) take immediate action to cooperate 
with the Alaska Railroad, the Alaska State 
Historic Preservation Office, the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, and the 
Department of the Interior, in expediting the 
decisionmaking process for safety-related 
projects of the railroad involving property 
and facilities that have disputed historic sig-
nificance; and 

(3) take immediate action to cooperate 
with the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, the North Carolina State 
Historic Preservation Office, the Virginia 
State Historic Preservation Office, the Advi-
sory Council on Historic Preservation, and 
the Department of the Interior, in expediting 
the decisionmaking process for safety-re-
lated projects of the railroad and the South-
east High Speed Rail Corridor involving 
property and facilities that have disputed 
historic significance. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit, to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate, a report on the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a)(1) and 
the actions directed under subsection (a)(2) 
and (3). The report shall include rec-
ommendations for any regulatory or legisla-
tive amendments that may streamline com-
pliance with the requirements described in 
subsection (a)(1) in a manner consistent with 
railroad safety and the policies and purposes 
of section 106 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f), section 303 of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 8(d) 
of Public Law 90-543 (16 U.S.C. 1247(d)). 

In section 301, in the proposed section 
24402, add at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(k) BICYCLE ACCESS.—Grants under this 
chapter may be used to provide bicycle ac-
cess into rolling stock, and to provide bicy-
cle racks in trains.’’. 

In section 301, in the proposed section 
24405(e), strike paragraph (1) and redesignate 
paragraphs (2) and (3) as paragraphs (1) and 
(2), respectively. 

In section 502(a)(2), amend subparagraph 
(F) to read as follows: 

(F) the locations of proposed stations, 
identifying, in the case of a proposal sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) (A), a plan allow-
ing for station stops at or in close proximity 
to the busiest Amtrak stations; 

In section 503— 
(1) strike ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph 

(1); 
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(2) strike the period at the end of para-

graph (2) and insert a semicolon; and 
(3) insert after paragraph (2) the following 

new paragraphs: 
(3) a feasibility analysis regarding the ex-

pansion of the South Central High-Speed 
Rail Corridor to Memphis, Tennessee; and 

(4) a feasibility analysis regarding the ex-
pansion of the South Central High-Speed 
Rail Corridor south of San Antonio to a loca-
tion in far south Texas to be chosen at the 
discretion of the Secretary. 

In section 504(e), strike paragraph (1) and 
redesignate paragraphs (2) and (3) as para-
graphs (1) and (2), respectively. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House 
Resolution 1253, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 15 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself 4 minutes. 

The manager’s amendment requires 
the Secretary of Transportation to 
conduct a study on ways to streamline 
compliance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act requirements for Fed-
erally funded rail infrastructure 
projects. This issue was raised in com-
mittee by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, the ranking member, Mr. SHU-
STER, for himself, for North Carolina 
and for Alaska. I felt that we needed to 
explore the matter further, so we 
scheduled a hearing on the issue be-
cause this matter had not been raised 
previously. 

We heard from the Alaska Railroad, 
the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation, the National 
Trust For Historic Preservation and 
the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy. 

At the conclusion of that meeting, it 
was obvious we weren’t going to be 
able, in the course of the hearing, to 
reach agreement. But we saw a path to-
ward agreement. And I directed the 
parties and the staff to work through 
the weekend to develop a compromise 
proposal, which they did, and we have 
reflected that understanding in the 
manager’s amendment. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE), and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SHUSTER) for bringing this matter to 
our attention, and to Mr. MICA for par-
ticipating and working out what I 
think is a reasonable approach. 

I also what to thank colleagues who 
had amendments that were proposed to 
the bill for agreeing to incorporate 
those amendments into the manager’s 
amendment to expedite consideration. 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ARCURI), the gentleman from Arkansas 
(Mr. BERRY), and Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN), from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) 
Mr. CUELLAR and Mr. HINOJOSA from 
Texas, Mr. WEINER and Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, from New York and Or-
egon respectively. 

The Arcuri amendments ensure that 
the financial contributions and in kind 
services provided by commuter rails 

are taken into account in developing a 
standardized formula for Northeast 
Corridor commuter cost allocation. 

The Berry-Cohen amendment re-
quires a feasibility analysis on extend-
ing south central high-speed rail serv-
ice to Memphis, Tennessee. The Castle 
amendment ensures that all proposals 
for high-speed rail on the Northeast 
Corridor plans to allow station stops at 
or in close proximity to the busiest 
Amtrak stations. The Cuellar-Hinojosa 
amendment requires a feasibility anal-
ysis on extending South Central high- 
speed rail to a location in south Texas 
to be determined by the Secretary. 

The Weiner-Blumenauer amendment 
authorizes intercity passenger rail 
grants for bicycle access on rolling 
stock and bicycle racks on trains. And 
the amendment also provides that none 
of the funds may be used to employ 
workers in violation of section 274A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
and makes a number of technical cor-
rections in the reported bill. 

There are other items of a bipartisan 
nature included in the manager’s 
amendment, and I think we have 
worked these matters out satisfac-
torily. 

I urge all Members to support it. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

to claim the time in opposition, al-
though I am not opposed to the amend-
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is 
recognized for 15 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHUSTER. I yield myself as 

much time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of this amendment. 

And I am not going to run down 
through. The chairman did a good job 
of going over all the provisions in this 
manager’s amendment. But we have 
reached a bipartisan agreement be-
tween Mr. OBERSTAR and Ms. BROWN, 
Mr. MICA and myself, so we support the 
amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield 2 minutes to 

the distinguished gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO). 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR for 
yielding the time. I am rising in sup-
port, in very strong support of the 
manager’s amendment which includes 
some very important provisions espe-
cially the one regarding the Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliance and 
the raising of the stations’ platforms. 
The Los Angeles Metrolink and many 
other commuter railroads have fully 
complied with ADA rules by putting 
ramps and lifts in all of their stations 
so the disabled community can safely 
and easily board the trains. 

DOT has proposed a rule that would 
require all railroad stations to fully 
raise their platforms. It would be a 
very great cost to all the different rail-
roads that service our people and then 
most passenger rail stations are serv-
iced by multiple railroad companies 

with different train settings. Raising 
the platform will create major vertical 
and horizontal gaps between the trains 
and the platforms, making it harder for 
the disabled community to safely and 
efficiently enter and exit trains. 

The manager’s amendment requires 
Amtrak to study how raising station 
platforms will affect the safe and effi-
cient boarding of trains for all pas-
sengers. 

I fully support the manager’s amend-
ment and thank Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms. 
BROWN, Ranking Members MICA and 
SHUSTER for their work on the reau-
thorization of the bill which helps pro-
vide many needed improvements in the 
sadly lacking rail transportation, and 
hopefully will provide enticement to 
people leaving their cars at home, sav-
ing gasoline, arrive rested and avoid 
the traffic jams, creates for us in Cali-
fornia a desperately needed program 
where we have three of the top five 
busiest rail corridors in the U.S., the 
Pacific Surfliner, the Capitol Corridor 
and San Joaquin Corridors, alleviating 
the choke points and being able to help 
us look at the San Diego to Los Ange-
les San Francisco high-speed rail. It 
will help Metrolink, and I strongly sup-
port the passage of the manager’s 
amendment in the bill. 

Mr. SHUSTER. At this time I would 
like to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE). 

Mr. CASTLE. I thank the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
legislation’s amendment before us 
today. I never thought I would be in-
volved in a love fest in a discussion for 
reauthorization of Amtrak. I would 
like to credit that to Chairman OBER-
STAR and everybody on the committee 
who put this together. On Monday I 
submitted an important amendment to 
the Rules Committee which fortu-
nately has been included as part of this 
manager’s amendment. 

For anybody who has driven on I–95 
recently, it is strikingly clear that 
highway congestion has become a crit-
ical problem threatening business pro-
ductivity, increasing safety risk and 
hindering efforts to improve air qual-
ity. In fact a recent study found that 
road congestion in the top four metro-
politan areas cost Americans 4.2 billion 
hours and 2.9 billion gallons of fuel sit-
ting in traffic delays. Try multiplying 
that by $4. 

In contrast, passenger and commuter 
rail systems have proven to be the 
most efficient options for travelers in 
heavily congested areas of the country. 
Between Boston and Washington, rider-
ship on Amtrak has surged 20 percent 
with nearly 2,000 trains operating along 
the corridor every day. Clearly the 
Northeast’s entire transportation sys-
tem would stagger to a halt if these 
trains ever stopped running. In fact, a 
few weeks ago, I was pleased to wel-
come Ranking Member MICA to my 
home station in Wilmington, Delaware, 
to discuss the importance of rail trans-
portation in alleviating congestion in 
the Northeast. 
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In this era of high gas prices, con-

gested roadways and overcrowded air-
ports, rail transportation has become 
imperative for many travelers. For this 
reason, I strongly support the provi-
sions in the bill to begin developing a 
high-speed rail corridor between New 
York and Washington, D.C. 

My amendment to this bill will sim-
ply ensure that proposals to build a 
high-speed rail system in the Northeast 
allow for station stops at the corridor’s 
busiest rail hubs. For example, last 
year nearly 1 million people boarded or 
exited a train in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, which is centrally located on the 
corridor between New York’s Penn Sta-
tion and Union Station here in Wash-
ington. As a regular Amtrak commuter 
myself, I can attest to the fact that 
thousands of travelers rely on the Wil-
mington train station when it comes to 
visiting friends and relatives who are 
traveling for business, making it the 
fifth busiest station on the Northeast 
Corridor. Therefore my amendment 
makes clear that heavily utilized high- 
ridership stations like Wilmington 
should be included in any proposal for 
building a high-speed rail system in the 
Northeast. 

As co-chairman of the House Pas-
senger Rail Caucus, I commend Chair-
man OBERSTAR, Congressman MICA, 
Congresswoman BROWN, Congressman 
SHUSTER and everyone who has worked 
hard to expand transportation options 
and cut delays for travelers in this part 
of the country. 
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Mr. Chairman, I thank the com-
mittee for including my amendment as 
part of the legislation before us today. 
I believe this bill is vital to exploring 
the untapped potential of passenger 
rail, and I look forward to working 
with my colleagues on these critical 
transportation issues. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself 1 minute. 

Mr. Chairman, a distinguished mem-
ber of our committee, the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. BRALEY), intended to be 
here and had actually requested time 
to be heard on general debate. But, un-
fortunately, he is home in his district, 
probably handling sandbags to deal 
with flooding in Waterloo. Late yester-
day, the flooding washed away a Union 
Pacific Railroad bridge over the Cedar 
River in downtown Waterloo and our 
committee colleague is back home 
with his constituents, as he rightly 
should be. 

I also want to express my apprecia-
tion to the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
BRALEY), who I know wanted to be here 
during consideration of the bill. 

Regrettably, he is home in his Dis-
trict to help his constituents deal with 
flooding in Waterloo. 

Yesterday, the flooding washed away 
a Union Pacific railroad bridge over 
the Cedar River in downtown Waterloo. 

I include a report from the local 
newspaper on the tragedies in Iowa. 

UPDATE: RAILROAD BRIDGE IN DOWNTOWN 
W’LOO COLLAPSES; CF ORDERS MORE EVAC-
UATIONS 
(By Jim Offner, Courier Business Editor) 
WATERLOO, June 10.—One-third of the 

Union Pacific railroad bridge parallel to 
Sixth Street over the Cedar River in down-
town Waterloo has washed away in the flood 
waters. 

The third of the bridge adjacent to the east 
bank of the Cedar River washed away at 2:45 
p.m. 

Roger Verch saw the bridge section give 
way. 

‘‘We were actually standing on the 18th 
Street Bridge’’ downstream when it gave 
way. It struck the 18th Street Bridge. ‘‘ We 
really felt the vibrations,’’ Verch said. A por-
tion of it remained lodged in the 18th Street 
Bridge and another portion of it washed 
down river. 

The bridge is used by the Iowa Northern 
Railroad to serve John Deere’s East Donald 
Street Tractor Works, and Deere tractors are 
transported by rail over that line to Cedar 
Rapids. 

Iowa Northern general manager Mark 
Sabin said the railroad is assessing the 
flood’s impacts all along its line and had not 
yet had an opportunity to assess the effects 
of the bridge washout. 

We will provide more details as they be-
come available. 

Also, the city of Cedar Falls has now ex-
panded its area of evacuation. The mayor 
has ordered an immediate evacuation of ev-
eryone in the following areas: 

—On Franklin Street from Sixth Street to 
the north; on Sixth Street to the east toward 
Main Street; on Main Street from Ninth 
Street to the north; and all downtown areas 
from those streets toward the river. 

Unauthorized vehicles will be removed be-
ginning at 3 p.m. 

People who are evacuating are urged to 
turn off their power, utilities, water and gas. 
Security will be provided for the area to 
safeguard property by the Cedar Falls Police 
Department and the National Guard. 

Volunteers may remain in this area if they 
are assisting with the sandbagging efforts. 
Volunteers will be needed throughout the 
night. It cannot be emphasized enough that 
volunteers are needed and must report to the 
north parking lot of the UNI-Dome to assist 
with sandbagging. Volunteers must not trav-
el downtown or go near the levy. Transpor-
tation will be provided to volunteers. 

EARLIER STORY 
Businesses in downtown Waterloo were 

struggling to hold back the waters—with 
some success—as the Cedar River was spill-
ing over the flood wall that protects rivers 
lining the riverbanks Tuesday. 

‘‘Right now, we’re cleaning up some 
groundwater,’’ said Vern Nelson, owner of 
the River Plaza and Black’s buildings down-
town. ‘‘We’re doing what we can to prevent 
any more damage.’’ 

The River Plaza building had some water 
seepage, but it was under control at midday 
Tuesday, Nelson said. 

‘‘We haven’t had very much—some ground-
water coming up—but it’s continuous,’’ Nel-
son said. ‘‘Just carpets are damp and maybe 
an inch of water.’’ 

Donna Nelson, Vernon Nelson’s wife and 
co-owner of the properties, said any prob-
lems that existed in either the River Plaza 
the Black’s Building, were manageable. 

‘‘We’re coping pretty good in our build-
ings,’’ Donna Nelson said. ‘‘But we have relo-
cated some Cedar Falls businesses into our 
buildings.’’ 

The couple also own the Gasser Building 
and Winter Bottom. 

‘‘We’re having a little groundwater over at 
River Plaza,’’ Donna Nelson said. ‘‘The city 

has walls in front of River Plaza, and I be-
lieve they’re another 10 feet high.’’ 

She praised the city officials’ response to 
the deluge. 

‘‘The city has been really good,’’ she said. 
‘‘They’ve been in constant contact. I’ve got 
hundreds of calls from our tenants and, of 
course, they’re nervous. But the city has 
been very good at keeping us updated. Some 
people are parking at ground levels. The city 
has been very kind to let them relocate.’’ 

She said three Cedar Falls businesses had 
moved temporarily into the River Plaza. 

Vern Nelson said seepage through the 
River Plaza’s basement floor has been the 
primary problem there. 

‘‘It’s not coming through the walls,’’ Nel-
son said. 

A plan of action, should the situation dete-
riorate, was being devised Tuesday after-
noon, Nelson said. 

‘‘We’re deciding on what we’re going to do, 
whether we’re going to stay open,’’ he said. 
‘‘We have two rooms—a free weight room 
and a cafe—that have water in them that 
we’ve closed down. Half the athletic club is 
open.’’ 

The hope is to reopen as soon as officials 
give the go-ahead, he said. 

‘‘We hope to do that immediately,’’ he 
said. 

Diane Graham, administrative assistant 
for Main Street Waterloo, said the down-
town-based organization was still dry at 
noon. 

‘‘I’m a little nervous, but so far, so good,’’ 
she said. ‘‘Even the basement is dry at this 
point. It’s all dry on Fourth Street.’’ 

Gene Leonhart, chief executive officer of 
Cardinal Construction, said the Waterloo 
Building, which houses his company, had 
some seepage. 

‘‘We’re fortunate that our building hasn’t 
taken on any more water than it has,’’ he 
said. ‘‘Our basement that has the boilers has 
a deep sump, and we’re able to keep ahead of 
it.’’ 

The company’s inventory of sump pumps 
had long since been depleted. 

‘‘We had calls for pumps, but those are 
long since dispersed.’’ 

The company was continuing to function, 
however, Leonhart said. 

‘‘We’re functioning, and the building is 
functioning,’’ he said, ‘‘Given what the city 
has to do with the sewers and water, it’s a 
concern here. since we’re only one block 
away from the river.’’ 

Traffic downtown was bottled up. Police 
officers directing snarled traffic around the 
Five Sullivan Brothers Convention Center, 
which was hosting the Heartland Conference 
2008, a medical supply convention that was 
expecting an estimated 1,000 attendees, said 
at noon that getting out of downtown would 
be a 20-minute ordeal. 

‘‘It’s a busy day downtown,’’ said Jim 
Walsh, CEO of VGM Group, who owns several 
properties downtown and whose company is 
attending the convention. ‘‘In addition to 
the concerns we have about floodwater both 
direct and indirect, we also have staff and 
traffic issues. Many employees have flood-
waters in their houses, and we’re trying to 
help them as much as we can I know a num-
ber of businesses have sent their people home 
and moving things out of their homes.’’ 

Walsh said the convention was proceeding 
as scheduled, with a couple of small excep-
tions. 

‘‘We did have to relocate our major social 
event from the Electric Park Ballroom (near 
the Cattle Congress) to UNI,’’ he said. 

There’s only so much downtown merchants 
can do, Walsh said. 

‘‘If the levees are topped, of course, it’s 
game over, as far as anything but life safe-
ty,’’ he said. ‘‘Right now, the plan is to get 
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things out of lower levels that can be moved 
and cut losses from any basement flooding. 

‘‘There’s quite a bit of consternation.’’ 
Walsh said his properties were in accept-

able shape—for the moment. 
‘‘We don’t have much more than seepage 

right now,’’ he said. ‘‘We have stopped all the 
elevators at upper floors, so nobody is using 
any elevators in the downtown buildings. Of 
course, we’re trying to get our people out of 
the offices, which is hard. We have some peo-
ple helping with the work, and it is a busi-
ness day,’’ 

Leonhart said he had never seen this type 
of flooding. 

‘‘Not even in ’93,’’ he said. ‘‘I never sew 
this, not since the dikes were built,’’ he said. 

A pickup truck at Fifth and Commercial 
tried to ply its way through flowing down 
Fifth with its wheels half-submerged. 

‘‘There’s quite a bit of consternation,’’ 
Walsh said. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to 
the distinguished gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), 
the Chair of the Public Buildings and 
FEMA Subcommittee. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. I have to 
thank him first for a bill that is the 
breakthrough of the decades. Not only 
is this a bill about the beginning of an 
entirely new train system for the 
United States, it is a bill about keeping 
the old system, Amtrak, in check, a 
bill we have been needing it seems for-
ever. 

Everybody who rides Amtrak, I have 
to say to you and to my good friend the 
Chair of the subcommittee, Ms. BROWN, 
is enormously indebted to you both, 
particularly in this region, and, if I 
may say so, across the country. At 
least 43 different districts are affected 
by what you do here today, and it has 
been a long time coming. 

It is important in every way. It is im-
portant for the workers at Amtrak, 
trained workers who have suffered 
through a period when we have not 
brought forward what it takes to keep 
such trained people on the job, and it is 
most important for Amtrak, which the 
Federal Government has today only be-
cause the private sector threw it at us 
because it was unprofitable. We are 
now making up for years of neglect of 
this system. 

I also want to say a word on the 
Davis amendment. It makes sense that 
it is a part of this bill. Both are in my 
district. The nation’s capital is the hub 
for Amtrak and it is the hub, of course, 
for Metro. Metro mostly serves Federal 
workers. It is in this bill. The region 
has ponied up and said, we will pay for 
what it takes for capital improve-
ments. 

But the fact is that we should watch 
what we wish for, because we told peo-
ple to get on the Metro, and we said, 
especially after 9/11, Federal workers 
better learn how to get on the Metro. 
So many have gotten on the Metro 
that they have broken down the Metro. 
The obligation falls to the Federal 
Government to do its share, along with 
the region. 

This amendment would not be on the 
floor if the District first, then Mary-

land and then Virginia, hadn’t passed 
local bills, saying all right, we will 
have dedicated funding every year for 
our share, for the first time. This is the 
only major system that does not have 
dedicated funding. The system has suf-
fered for it. 

What the Congress says in this 
amendment is in return for that, D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia, particularly 
because the people who ride back and 
forth are mostly Federal employees on 
weekdays, we will do our share for cap-
ital improvements as well. 

I thank the chairmen, both Chairs, 
very much. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MICA), the ranking member. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

I brought this chart that shows $4.05 
a gallon gasoline today. That is the av-
erage national cost. In some jurisdic-
tions it is more. This is not an energy 
policy. This is not acceptable to the 
American people, $4.05 a gallon gaso-
line. 

First of all, I strongly support the 
manager’s amendment. Contained in it 
are provisions that we would have 
high-speed rail service. We heard the 
gentleman, the former Governor of 
Delaware, Mr. CASTLE, the distin-
guished Representative now from Dela-
ware, talk about having stops. I think 
when I visited Wilmington, when I vis-
ited Philadelphia and New York and 
stops along the way, people were ex-
cited about this proposal, because it of-
fered them an option to expensive gaso-
line. 

The proposal that we bring forward is 
revolutionary. It does allow the Sec-
retary of Transportation to take pro-
posals. The reason we took the North-
east Corridor first is because that is 
the only real estate and asset that Am-
trak wholly owns, almost all of it all 
the way to Boston. There is a little bit 
between New York and Boston that 
they don’t own. That is why we took 
the first leg of this high speed proposal 
from Washington, D.C., right down the 
block to downtown Manhattan. 

We don’t specify technology, but we 
say it must be there within 2 hours, 
and we have a provision that assures 
stops along the way. Revolutionary. 
Again, what it would do for air travel 
congestion would be monumental for 
this Nation. 

This isn’t limited to the Northeast 
Corridor, that first segment. Everyone 
has a possibility of doing that through 
the provision Mr. SHUSTER, Ms. BROWN 
and Mr. OBERSTAR worked out. 

We also have the possibility of open-
ing for the first time public-private 
partnerships cutting the cost and the 
subsidy of some of the money-losing 
routes and bringing in private sector 
innovation. This whole attempt today, 
again, is revolutionary. 

So, again, this outlines the high- 
speed rail proposal, and it shows that it 
is not just limited to Washington and 
to New York. It is open to the entire 

Nation, and it provides a cost-effective 
alternative to just saying no, to trying 
to zero out Amtrak, and to not having 
high-speed rail passenger service either 
in that corridor or any other corridor 
of the United States. 

So I urge adoption of the manager’s 
amendment and I urge passage of the 
final bill. I think most of the amend-
ments are acceptable. We have a couple 
of questions on them. They will be de-
bated here and Members will have to 
pick and choose between those amend-
ments. But, all in all, this is a good, bi-
partisan effort to get us away from 
being dependent on $4.05 gasoline, esca-
lating energy costs and limited choices 
for the traveling public. This is a very 
significant step forward, and I thank 
again Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms. BROWN and 
Mr. SHUSTER. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself 5 seconds to express my 
appreciation to the gentleman from 
Florida for that statement, for his 
charts, for the genuinely sincere effort 
that brought us to this point today. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to 
the distinguished Chair of the Rail 
Subcommittee, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN). 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Mr. Chairman, once again I want to 
thank Mr. OBERSTAR, Ranking Member 
MICA, Subcommittee Chairman SHU-
STER and the staff. On behalf of the 
American people, I thank you. This is 
really a great day. 

Let me say thank you, Mr. OBER-
STAR, for your hard work on this bill 
and helping to develop this manager’s 
amendment which incorporates provi-
sions in the bill that would improve 
the overall Amtrak system. We are 
falling behind other industrialized na-
tions who have prepared their country 
for the future by investing heavily in 
high-speed rail. 

Mr. OBERSTAR talked about what he 
did when he was right out of college 
with his scholarship and how it took 
him 6 hours to go from downtown Brus-
sels to downtown Paris. Now it takes 1 
hour and 15 minutes, over 200 miles. We 
went less than 6 months ago to visit a 
new system, downtown Barcelona, 
Spain, to downtown Madrid, over 300 
miles, 21⁄2 hours, and we didn’t even 
know we were moving. 

That is our competition. That is who 
we are competing against as far as 
when we talk about trade and other 
issues. They are able to move their 
people, goods and services, and we are 
falling behind. 

Amtrak reauthorization legislation 
is one of the few pieces of transpor-
tation legislation that has passed the 
Senate. Let me repeat that. Amtrak re-
authorization legislation is one of the 
only pieces of legislation that has 
passed the other body. We have a great 
opportunity to go to conference and 
send a bill to the President’s desk that 
provides a tremendous benefit for the 
traveling public, creating economic de-
velopment and decreased energy con-
sumption. 
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The American people deserve the best 

passenger rail system in the world. I 
have said over and over and over again, 
we are the caboose, and we don’t use 
cabooses anymore. 

This legislation takes a proactive 
step in addressing the outrageous cost 
of gas, now over $4 a gallon, and it 
makes a statement that we are serious 
about improving our dependence on 
foreign oil. Rail travel is more efficient 
and uses less fuel than both cars and 
airplanes. 

I would encourage all of my col-
leagues to support this amendment and 
support the bill so we can quickly 
move this bill through the process and 
have it on the President’s desk for his 
signature. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I have 
no further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, if the gentleman is through. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. We have no further 
speakers on our side. 

Mr. SHUSTER. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to close 
by talking directly to my colleagues 
who have over the years been on the 
floor arguing against Amtrak, arguing 
to cut Amtrak. I think that this agree-
ment we have here today, there are two 
important reasons to support this. 

First, because of the energy situation 
in our country. Amtrak does provide a 
positive alternative to get people out 
of their cars and to travel, inter-city 
travel around this country. So that is 
the first point. 

Energy, it is a positive thing we can 
do for America for energy, and we 
haven’t done anything positive in the 
last 18 months. Here is something posi-
tive we can do on that front. 

Second, my colleagues who argue 
against Amtrak talk about the private 
sector and how they can do things. 
Well, this bill has three provisions in it 
that allow for pilot projects for the pri-
vate sector to come in to take over 
underperforming lines, to reestablish 
lines that are no longer in operation by 
Amtrak and reestablish them, and to 
demonstrate what the private sector 
can do in passenger rail service. 

After these lines are taken over, we 
will have concrete evidence as to what 
the private sector can do. I feel con-
fident they will be able to perform very 
well and we will no longer be on the 
floor theoretically debating. We will 
say, look what the private sector has 
done on this line. Look what they have 
done on the other line. We will have 
that evidence and have real world facts 
before us, and that is a positive thing. 

So those are two things that my col-
leagues that have been down here op-
posing Amtrak today can come to the 
floor for. I urge them to support the 
manager’s amendment and I urge them 
to support the underlying legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
CUELLAR). The gentleman from Min-
nesota has 31⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. Chairman, we have all spoken to 
one another as colleagues about the 
work that we have done and the time 
we have invested to bring this legisla-
tion to the floor in the shape that it is 
in, which is remarkable. But we stand 
on the shoulders of skilled, dedicated 
professionals who make our work pos-
sible and make it effective. 

On the full committee, our Chief of 
Staff, Dave Heymsfeld, Ward 
McCarragher, Jen Walsh and Erik Han-
sen. On the Republican side, Jim Coon 
and Amy Steinmann. 

On the subcommittee, our very dedi-
cated Jennifer Esposito, John Drake, 
who has filled in for Jennifer while she 
was raising a new passenger for Am-
trak, Rose Hamlin, Niels Knutson and 
Nick Martinelli of Chairwoman 
BROWN’s staff. On the Republican side, 
Allison Cullin and Joyce Rose, whose 
distinguished service and experience 
contributes enormously, and Mike 
Meenan and John Brennan, who Rank-
ing Member MICA mentioned has left 
the committee staff to take an oper-
ating position with a railroad. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel has 
been of enormous help, Tim Brown. 
And at CBO, Sarah Puro. 

All of whom have made their unique 
contribution without whose wise pro-
fessional guidance we couldn’t be at 
this point. And, believe me, I know. I 
served on the staff for 12 years in this 
body, and I know what hard work it is. 
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I know what hard work it is. All the 
digging is done there, and I thank 
them, the staff. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
cited one of the cornerstone break-
through provisions of this legislation, 
and that is opening up an opportunity 
for competition from the private sector 
to demonstrate whether private sector 
funding, financing, management, ex-
pertise, can operate passenger rail 
routes successfully, and I welcome that 
opportunity. 

I know that for good friends in the 
railroad brotherhoods it initially 
caused a great deal of concern, but I re-
call the words of President John F. 
Kennedy, who said we should never fear 
to negotiate, but we should never nego-
tiate out of fear. There is nothing to 
fear in this proposition. 

There is an opportunity for us to ex-
pand the horizons. We are going to 
have to do this in the surface transpor-
tation authorization next year, invit-
ing private sector investments in key 
elements of our national transpor-
tation system. 

To open Amtrak to that kind of in-
vestment, that challenge of expanding 
the horizon, is necessary, and I wel-
come that opportunity. We will mon-
itor it very closely, we will have a very 
careful evaluation step-by-step of how 
these provisions will proceed. But I 
think, net, it will be a benefit to our 
passenger rail service in America. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of our time and ask for a favor-

able vote on the manager’s amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIS OF 

VIRGINIA 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 2 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment made in 
order under the rule. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 2 offered by Mr. DAVIS of 
Virginia: 

Add at the end of title I the following 
new section: 
SEC. 105. AUTHORIZATION FOR CAPITAL AND 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 
PROJECTS FOR WASHINGTON MET-
ROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHOR-
ITY. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the suc-

ceeding provisions of this section, the Sec-
retary of Transportation is authorized to 
make grants to the Transit Authority, in ad-
dition to the contributions authorized under 
sections 3, 14, and 17 of the National Capital 
Transportation Act of 1969 (sec. 9—1101.01 et 
seq., D.C. Official Code), for the purpose of fi-
nancing in part the capital and preventive 
maintenance projects included in the Capital 
Improvement Program approved by the 
Board of Directors of the Transit Authority. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(A) the term ‘‘Transit Authority’’ means 

the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority established under Article III of 
the Compact; and 

(B) the term ‘‘Compact’’ means the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority Compact (80 Stat. 1324; Public Law 
89—774). 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—The Federal grants 
made pursuant to the authorization under 
this section shall be subject to the following 
limitations and conditions: 

(1) The work for which such Federal 
grants are authorized shall be subject to the 
provisions of the Compact (consistent with 
the amendments to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)). 

(2) Each such Federal grant shall be for 
50 percent of the net project cost of the 
project involved, and shall be provided in 
cash from sources other than Federal funds 
or revenues from the operation of public 
mass transportation systems. Consistent 
with the terms of the amendment to the 
Compact described in subsection (d)(1), any 
funds so provided shall be solely from undis-
tributed cash surpluses, replacement or de-
preciation funds or reserves available in 
cash, or new capital. 

(3) Such Federal grants may be used only 
for the maintenance and upkeep of the sys-
tems of the Transit Authority as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act and may not be 
used to increase the mileage of the rail sys-
tem. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MASS TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROJECTS 
RECEIVING FUNDS UNDER FEDERAL TRANSPOR-
TATION LAW.—Except as specifically provided 
in this section, the use of any amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to the authorization 
under this section shall be subject to the re-
quirements applicable to capital projects for 
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which funds are provided under chapter 53 of 
title 49, United States Code, except to the ex-
tent that the Secretary of Transportation 
determines that the requirements are incon-
sistent with the purposes of this section. 

(d) AMENDMENTS TO COMPACT.—No 
amounts may be provided to the Transit Au-
thority pursuant to the authorization under 
this section until the Transit Authority no-
tifies the Secretary of Transportation that 
each of the following amendments to the 
Compact (and any further amendments 
which may be required to implement such 
amendments) have taken effect: 

(1)(A) An amendment requiring that all 
payments by the local signatory govern-
ments for the Transit Authority for the pur-
pose of matching any Federal funds appro-
priated in any given year authorized under 
subsection (a) for the cost of operating and 
maintaining the adopted regional system are 
made from amounts derived from dedicated 
funding sources. 

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘dedicated funding source’’ means any 
source of funding which is earmarked or re-
quired under State or local law to be used to 
match Federal appropriations authorized 
under this Act for payments to the Transit 
Authority. 

(2) An amendment establishing an Office 
of the Inspector General of the Transit Au-
thority. 

(3) An amendment expanding the Board 
of Directors of the Transit Authority to in-
clude 4 additional Directors appointed by the 
Administrator of General Services, of whom 
2 shall be nonvoting and 2 shall be voting, 
and requiring one of the voting members so 
appointed to be a regular passenger and cus-
tomer of the bus or rail service of the Tran-
sit Authority. 

(e) ACCESS TO WIRELESS SERVICE IN MET-
RORAIL SYSTEM.— 

(1) REQUIRING TRANSIT AUTHORITY TO PRO-
VIDE ACCESS TO SERVICE.—No amounts may 
be provided to the Transit Authority pursu-
ant to the authorization under this section 
unless the Transit Authority ensures that 
customers of the rail service of the Transit 
Authority have access within the rail system 
to services provided by any licensed wireless 
provider that notifies the Transit Authority 
(in accordance with such procedures as the 
Transit Authority may adopt) of its intent 
to offer service to the public, in accordance 
with the following timetable: 

(A) Not later than 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, in the 20 under-
ground rail station platforms with the high-
est volume of passenger traffic. 

(B) Not later than 4 years after such 
date, throughout the rail system. 

(2) ACCESS OF WIRELESS PROVIDERS TO 
SYSTEM FOR UPGRADES AND MAINTENANCE.— 
No amounts may be provided to the Transit 
Authority pursuant to the authorization 
under this section unless the Transit Author-
ity ensures that each licensed wireless pro-
vider who provides service to the public 
within the rail system pursuant to paragraph 
(1) has access to the system on an ongoing 
basis (subject to such restrictions as the 
Transit Authority may impose to ensure 
that such access will not unduly impact rail 
operations or threaten the safety of cus-
tomers or employees of the rail system) to 
carry out emergency repairs, routine main-
tenance, and upgrades to the service. 

(3) PERMITTING REASONABLE AND CUS-
TOMARY CHARGES.—Nothing in this sub-
section may be construed to prohibit the 
Transit Authority from requiring a licensed 
wireless provider to pay reasonable and cus-
tomary charges for access granted under this 
subsection. 

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 

each of the 3 years thereafter, the Transit 
Authority shall submit to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the implemen-
tation of this subsection. 

(5) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘licensed wireless provider’’ means any 
provider of wireless services who is operating 
pursuant to a Federal license to offer such 
services to the public for profit. 

(f) AMOUNT.—There are authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for grants under this section an aggre-
gate amount not to exceed $1,500,000,000 to be 
available in increments over 10 fiscal years 
beginning in fiscal year 2009, or until ex-
pended. 

(g) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appro-
priated pursuant to the authorization under 
this section shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise today in strong support of the Davis- 
Van Hollen-Hoyer amendment to the Pas-
senger Rail and Investment Improvement Act 
of 2008. This amendment would reaffirm the 
Federal Government’s longstanding commit-
ment to the regional transportation system crit-
ical to keeping the Government open and op-
erating efficiently. 

The precedent for Federal investment in the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Author-
ity dates back to 1960, when President Eisen-
hower signed the ‘‘National Capital Transpor-
tation Act,’’ creating the agency responsible 
for developing a regional rail system for the 
Nation’s Capital. 

Since that time, Congress has infused the 
system with funding for construction of the 
original 103–mile system on multiple occa-
sions. 

The Federal Government has a vested inter-
est in the long-term sustainability of the Metro 
system. After all, approximately half of the 
system’s peak ridership is composed of Fed-
eral employees and contractors and over 50 
Federal agencies in the National Capital Re-
gion are located adjacent to Metro stations. 
These Federal agencies rely on Metro to get 
their employees to and from the workplace 
year-round, in all types of weather. 

Unlike other transit systems throughout the 
country, however, the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority cannot generate 
revenues from the property adjacent to Metro 
stations because the property is disproportion-
ately occupied by Federal buildings, embas-
sies and non-profit organizations. This amend-
ment would make up for this discrepancy. 

In exchange for the reauthorization, the 
Davis-Van Hollen-Hoyer amendment would re-
quire Maryland, D.C. and Virginia—at long 
last—to develop dedicated funding sources for 
the Metro system. All three local jurisdictions 
have already taken steps to fulfill this Federal 
requirement—although the job is not yet done. 
Virginia’s efforts to establish a dedicated 
source of funding for Metro was recently 
struck down by the Virginia Supreme Court, 

forcing local legislators to go back to the draw-
ing board to develop a new mechanism to 
fund Metro. 

In addition, in order to address some of the 
significant management challenges facing 
Metro, the amendment would require the es-
tablishment of an independent inspector gen-
eral for the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority to oversee its spending and 
finances, and it would add four federal mem-
bers to WMATA’s Board of Directors to help 
ensure the transportation needs of the federal 
government are adequately addressed. 

The reauthorization of Federal funding, as 
well as the increased federal oversight of 
WMATA, must not face further delay. Earlier 
this year, the Washington Post reported that 
the Transit Authority is in dire need of addi-
tional financing—to the tune of $489 million— 
to address short-term capital improvement 
needs such as track replacement, rail car 
safety improvements, and repairs to deterio-
rating infrastructure. This needed funding for 
the agency’s capital budget is above and be-
yond the additional funding generated by Met-
ro’s recent fare increase, which goes to the 
agency’s operating budget. 

This federal funding will not be going toward 
expansions to the Metro system—the funding 
will be dedicated exclusively to overhauling 
the agency’s capital and infrastructure, which 
has not undergone a comprehensive overhaul 
since the system was created several decades 
ago. 

The House passed legislation similar to this 
amendment during the 109th Congress but we 
were unable to get it through the Senate be-
fore time ran out. 

I urge my colleagues to support this critical 
investment in the transportation infrastructure 
which supports our Federal Government. It is 
only a matter of time before the reports of po-
tential disasters in the transit system serving 
the Nation’s capital become reports of actual 
disasters involving collapsed platforms or de-
railed trains. We must not stand by and wait 
for that to happen before we take action. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I would yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), who is a cosponsor 
of this amendment with me and Mr. 
HOYER. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Let me begin by 
congratulating Chairman OBERSTAR 
and Ranking Member MICA and the 
Transportation Committee for all the 
work they have done in bringing this 
very important legislation to the floor, 
and to my colleague, Mr. DAVIS from 
Virginia, for his leadership on this 
issue of the WMATA system, the Wash-
ington Metro system. I am pleased to 
join with him and others in a bipar-
tisan basis from the Washington region 
to offer this amendment. 

I think we all know that the Federal 
Government relies very heavily on the 
Metro system to bring thousands and 
thousands of Federal employees to 
work each day at our national security 
agencies, at the Department of Health 
and Human Services, and other Federal 
agencies throughout this region that 
help provide essential services to the 
American people. It’s also a critical 
part of any evacuation plan in the 
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event of a national emergency that 
would require the evacuation of the 
Capitol. 

That’s one of the reasons the Federal 
Government has made large invest-
ments in the WMATA construction in 
the past and its maintenance, and that 
is why it’s important that we continue 
to have a Federal role. What the pur-
pose of this amendment is to protect 
that Federal amendment, because right 
now the Federal Government is at the 
whim of local jurisdictions as to 
whether or not they are going to make 
their payments into this system as 
part of a partnership. 

What this does is it says, yes, the 
Federal Government will provide, au-
thorizes up to $150 million a year in 
matching funds. Those funds may only 
be released when WMATA certifies and 
notifies the Department of Transpor-
tation that local jurisdictions have es-
tablished a reliable and dedicated 
source of funding to do their share of 
the funds in partnership here. 

It also increases accountability to 
protect that Federal investment by 
creating an inspector general to over-
see WMATA’s finances and adds four 
new federally appointed directors to 
WMATA. This is to protect the Federal 
investment that has been made and 
make sure the interests of the people 
in this area, consumers as well as the 
Federal interest, is protected. 

This has passed the House. I want to 
stress this. This Davis provision has 
passed the House in the past in 2006. We 
passed it. It’s been sitting over in the 
Senate. I just urge all our colleagues to 
come together in 2008 to do what we did 
in 2006 and adopt this important provi-
sion. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I seek 
time to speak in opposition to this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-
woman from North Carolina is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I want to 
congratulate people on both sides of 
the aisle who have worked out a way to 
have Amtrak work. My family and I 
travel on Amtrak every chance we get, 
and I believe that we need an efficient, 
strong, train system in the United 
States. 

I want to especially commend Rank-
ing Member MICA and subcommittee 
Ranking Member SHUSTER for their 
work in pushing for private-sector ini-
tiatives. 

As a member of the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, it’s 
also been my pleasure to work with 
Ranking Member DAVIS on a variety of 
issues. I appreciate his passion for this 
issue, but I have to say that this 
amendment is eerily similar to a bill 
that came before that committee, H.R. 
401, the National Capital Transpor-
tation Amendments Act, which 
summed up the largest earmark in his-
tory and would direct $1.5 billion in 
new Federal spending towards the 
Washington Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority, or WMATA. 

When that bill came before the com-
mittee, I raised a number of concerns, 
including the fact that it was not re-
ferred to or considered by the Trans-
portation Committee. When I raised 
these concerns, I was concerned that 
the OGR committee had appropriate 
jurisdiction to consider the issue, 
which begs the question why it is now 
appropriate to consider this amend-
ment on a Transportation Committee 
bill. The fact that it’s here now, it 
seems, proves to me, that H.R. 401 
should not have been in Oversight but 
in Transportation. 

However, there are a variety of other 
concerns I have with this proposition. 
It’s true that WMATA has been 
plagued by reports of mismanagement 
that compromise the fiscal integrity of 
the system. Management is beholding 
to employee unions that have run 
amok with overtime pay and retire-
ment benefits, warping the system’s 
fiscal priorities. Providing another 
Federal line item for WMATA is the 
last thing we needed to spur reform of 
this mismanaged system. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to submit 
for the RECORD three pieces I believe 
articulate many of my concerns in this 
respect. 

[From the Examiner, Apr. 13, 2007] 
BLOATED PAYROLL BEHIND METRO’S 

BUDGETARY WOES 
WASHINGTON.—Now we know why the 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority alsways seems to be out of money. 

Examiner reporter Joe Rogalsky examined 
Metro payroll records (available online at 
www.examiner.com/wecan) and found that 
the transit agency paid out a staggering $70 
million in overtime last year. More than half 
of the top 200 hourly employees who racked 
up the most overtime in 2006 took home six- 
figure paychecks that equaled or exceeded 
the already generous salaries of Metro’s top 
managers. 

There’s something wrong when a bus driver 
makes more than an assistant general man-
ager, or a Metro police officer is paid more 
than the director of emergency management. 
This is especially true when Metro managers 
themselves are more than amply com-
pensated. According to the Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis, average per-capita income 
in the Washington region in 2005 was 
$49,530—the fourth-highest in the U.S. But 
the total pay for Many metro employees is 
three times that amount. 

General Manager John Catoe Jr. says he 
won’t ask for a fare increase this year. In-
stead, he plans to cut spending and eliminate 
100 positions in an attempt to make up a $116 
million budget shortfall. But if Metro is real-
ly stretched so thin that it had to spend an 
extra $70 million in overtime to keep the 
trains and buses running, Catoe should be 
hiring people, not downsizing. 

The answer to this apparent contradiction 
is that Metro’s bloated payroll has long been 
padded by politically sensitive management 
with no interest in keeping down costs for 
passengers or relieving the taxpayers who 
have been bailing them out for decades. Met-
ro’s latest bailout scheme is the controver-
sial $1.5 billion federal earmark that if 
adopted will also mean higher taxes for Dis-
trict, Virginia and Maryland residents. 

The scandal here is not just overtime 
abuses, however. Metro pensions are based 
on the three-highest earning years, so a 
unionized bus operator with an annual base 

salary of $50,000 and lots of overtime during 
those ‘‘High Three’’ years can easily end up 
with $80,000 in annual pension benefits. This 
is substantially more generous than even the 
old federal Civil Service Retirement System. 

Sooner or later, Metro will have to address 
its growing unfunded pension liability. Major 
management reforms are probably impos-
sible under the present union contract and 
political leadership, which means that high-
er taxes, more fare increases, deferred main-
tenance and diminished service are likely 
unavoidable. Catoe is paid $360,000—more 
than any area elected official—and his perks 
include a company car, so it will be tough for 
him to demand austerity from the union 
without practicing it himself. And Metro 
Board members—political creatures who 
should be looking out for taxpayers but 
don’t—need to learn some new pitches in-
stead of always begging for more tax dollars. 

Metro employees deserve good working 
conditions and competitive salaries, but they 
shouldn’t be allowed to take the rest of us to 
the cleaners. 

[From The Washington Times, May 5, 2008] 
TIME TO END METRO’S GRAVY TRAIN 

(By Tom Coburn) 
There are a lot of words to describe the 

D.C. Metrorail system, but ‘‘underfunded’’ is 
not one. Still, many local politicians are in-
censed that I oppose a proposal to give the 
Metro an additional $1.5 billion for infra-
structure improvements. Proponents of this 
plan argue that the answer to Metro’s prob-
lems is another huge influx of federal dol-
lars. 

I respectfully disagree. The biggest prob-
lem facing Metro may actually be too much 
federal funding. Like most rail systems 
around the country, Metro has grown accus-
tomed to the huge subsidies it gets every 
year from federal taxpayers. In the last five 
years alone, Metro was given over $1 bil-
lion—hardly a small amount. 

The difference between Metro and other 
municipal transit systems, however, is that 
other systems are both accountable to and 
better supported by their local users and 
governments. Keeping Metro on life support 
primarily through ever-increasing federal 
subsidies will only exacerbate the problems 
the system already faces and insulate Metro 
from meaningful, customer-centered reform. 

Metro riders themselves are all too famil-
iar with the system’s problems. When trains 
are late, riders are left standing on the plat-
form not knowing when, or if, it will ever 
come. Little effort is made to keep esca-
lators working. In 2005, there were typically 
more than 50 broken escalators on any given 
day. According to Metro, it would take sev-
eral months to fix an escalator, forcing peo-
ple to walk up huge flights of stairs instead 
while they were inoperable. 

Many efforts to improve the system have 
been a bust due to poor management. So- 
called refurbished trains break down more 
often than those that haven’t been updated. 
Lavish ‘‘culture change’’ management pro-
grams have done nothing to improve man-
agement while wasting nearly half a million 
dollars. Meanwhile, management has failed 
to manage spiraling overtime costs. By 2006, 
Metro was spending 14 percent of its entire 
payroll budget on overtime, costing it $91 
million that year. Although management 
must have known about the problem for 
years, it wasn’t addressed until the negative 
publicity became too much to ignore. 

The expectation of more federal dollars 
that aren’t connected to performance has 
caused the system to overextend itself. Con-
sider the $5 billion Dulles extension being 
sought by the state of Virginia. To keep the 
project alive, local politicians are forced to 
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claim on the one hand that there is abso-
lutely no money in the budget to fix the cur-
rent system. On the other hand, they have 
billions available to build a 23–mile exten-
sion to Dulles Airport that few think will 
have an impact on traffic congestion. Is it 
too much to ask local governments to fix the 
system they already have before asking for 
money for expansions? 

Federal taxpayers—including those from 
my home state of Oklahoma—have been ex-
tremely generous to the D.C. Metro. Most 
taxpayers will never get to set foot in a 
Metro car that they helped pay for. This is a 
helpful reminder considering the fact that 
the average Oklahoman, who earns $40,000 a 
year, subsidizes the Metro rides of federal 
workers in D.C. who earn $90,000 a year. 
Those federal workers who earn very good 
money make up nearly half of Metro’s riders. 
Asking them to pay a little more would 
hardly be unfair or burdensome. 

It also is not too much to ask supporters of 
this plan in Congress to propose spending off-
sets to pay for this additional $1.5 billion re-
quest. My office alone has identified $300 bil-
lion in annual waste, fraud and duplication 
in the federal budget. Any member of Con-
gress who can’t find a little fat in the federal 
budget is out of touch with the real-world 
budget choices families face every day. In 
the real world, Americans tighten their belts 
in tough times and spend less in some areas 
if they have to spend more in other areas. 
Dismissing an additional $1.5 billion for the 
Metro as a blip in the budget is precisely the 
mentality that has caused Congress to rack 
up a $600 billion annual deficit this year and 
a long-term debt of nearly $10 trillion. I 
make no apologies for opposing this reckless 
status quo culture of spending that puts the 
interests of career politicians ahead of the 
next generation. 

The real solution for Metro is to return to 
local control, even though that means more 
local funding and less federal funding. If 
more funding came from local sources, Metro 
officials would have no choice but to be more 
accountable to local governments that are 
elected by local citizens. As long as I’m in 
the Senate, the policy that says we have to 
pump more federal money into a system re-
gardless of performance and outcome is a 
train that will never leave the station. 

[From the Heritage Foundation, Oct. 16, 2007] 
WASHINGTON METRO NEEDS REFORM, NOT A 

FEDERAL BAILOUT 
(By Ronald D. Utt, Ph.D.) 

Both the House and Senate will soon have 
an opportunity to vote on legislation intro-
duced by Representative Tom Davis (R—VA) 
to divert $1.5 billion of federal revenues over 
10 years to provide additional subsidies to 
the deeply troubled Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), which 
serves the nation’s capital and his congres-
sional district with buses and a metro rail 
system Titled the ‘‘National Capital Trans-
portation Amendments Act of 2007,’’ both the 
Senate version (S. 1446) and the House 
version (H.R. 401) have been reported out of 
committee and now await action on the 
floor. These proposed subsidies, and the tax 
increases needed to fund them, would be in 
addition to the other subsidies and tax in-
creases being sought to extend WMATA’s 
metro rail service to Dulles Airport. 

Defined as an earmark because of its loca-
tion-specific applicability and the distribu-
tion of benefits to a small number of people 
in a limited number of communities, this 
massive earmark would be one of the largest 
ever passed—larger than even Alaska’s infa-
mous ‘‘Bridge to Nowhere,’’ which Congress 
and the state of Alaska have since canceled. 
Congress should reject the bailout approach 

and instead link the continuation of existing 
federal subsidies to management and labor 
reforms at WMATA. 

Overstepping Federal Bounds. As bad as 
this legislation may be from a federal budget 
perspective, the Davis bailout also promotes 
tax-and-spend policies at the state and local 
levels. Section 18 (d)(1)(A) requires jurisdic-
tions in Metro’s service area to raise local 
matching funds through a ‘‘dedicated fund-
ing source’’ in order to receive the federal 
funds This, of course, implies the imposition 
of a dedicated tax. This 10-year, $1.5 billion 
commitment would be on top of the $671 mil-
lion the Local communities already provide 
WMATA each year. 

Seduced by the federal largesse, legislators 
in Virginia recently enacted a controversial 
transportation law (HB 3202) that empowered 
a transportation taxing authority for Vir-
ginia’s Washington suburbs. The authority’s 
unelected board would be allowed to impose 
theses taxes, and would guarantee that the 
first $50 million in taxes raised by the au-
thority each year would go to WMATA, de-
spite the fact that only a small number of 
people in the region use the system. Widely 
unpopular among voters, the Virginia legis-
lation is now the subject of court challenges 
based on its constitutionality, and some ana-
lysts believe that voters’ adverse reaction 
may lead to a change in party control of the 
Virginia legislature. 

Rewarding Poor Performance. Mr. Davis 
justifies the earmark on the grounds that 
‘‘Metro, the public transit system of the 
Washington metropolitan area, is essential 
for the continued and effective performance 
of the functions of the Federal Government, 
and for the orderly movement of people dur-
ing major events and times of regional and 
national emergency.’’ 

But Metro provides no such service. Unreli-
able and poorly run, the system is subject to 
frequent shutdowns and service interrup-
tions due to equipment failure, bad weather, 
suicides, driver error, and passenger medical 
emergencies. During one recent setback, a 
Metro spokeswoman noted that ‘‘Because 
nearly half of Metro’s daily commuters are 
federal government employees . . . delays 
could be less severe if large numbers of them 
take advantage of the unscheduled leave op-
tion and stay home.’’ So much for it being 
‘‘essential for . . . the Federal Government.’’ 
Perhaps as a result of its low quality service, 
WMATA ridership has been stagnant over 
the past few years, declining from 2004 to 
2005, but rising to slightly above the 2004 vol-
ume in 2006. 

Despite decades of lavish subsidies from 
state, local, and federal authorities, WMATA 
is plagued by serious problems, chief among 
them being a legacy of mismanagement and 
high-cost operations. As a consequence of its 
many operating inefficiencies, the system is 
broke and has no funds to add to capacity, 
replace unreliable rolling stock, or make 
other necessary repairs and improvements. 
Although it has raised fares twice in the last 
few years, the modest increases were well 
below the cost increases incurred by local 
motorists due to soaring gasoline prices. A 
proposal by its director to increase them 
again was not supported by its board. 

WMATA has avoided opportunities to save 
money and improve service through competi-
tive contracting, due in part to manage-
ment’s unwillingness to confront opposition 
from its unionized workforce. The commu-
nities it serves do not share WMATA’s fear 
of contracting. Private contractors operate 
virtually all of the newer public transit serv-
ices in the Washington, D.C., area, the 
WMATA alternative is simply too expensive 
and unreliable. 

Another troubling aspect of this legisla-
tion is the regressive nature of the spending 

policies it promotes. Notwithstanding the 
bill’s contention that subsidizing the daily 
commute of civil servants is an essential na-
tional need, Washington-area workers are 
among the best paid in the nation. Whereas 
the median household income nationwide 
was $58,526 in 2006, it was $119,812 in Fairfax 
County, VA—the most populous pan of Mr. 
Davis’ congressional district. Also, the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census reports that only 9.4 
percent of Fairfax County residents and only 
4.2 percent of Prince William County resi-
dents use WMATA services or another form 
of transit to get to work. 

Conclusion. This bill would do little more 
than reward poor performance with an un-
precedented taxpayer bailout. Congress 
should force fundamental market-based re-
forms on Metro by linking the continuation 
of the system’s existing federal subsidies to 
reductions in operating costs, improvements 
in service, and an aggressive program of 
competitive contracting similar to the suc-
cessful reforms implemented elsewhere in 
several of the major metropolitan areas of 
Europe. 

The other question I raised during 
committee consideration of H.R. 401 is 
why should Washington, D.C. step to 
the front of the line to receive special 
subsidies paid for by taxpayers 
throughout the country, many of whom 
will never step foot on a Washington 
Metro train or bus. I have heard that 
due to the high number of Federal em-
ployees in the area, we are somehow 
obliged to subsidize their commute in 
this way. 

However, this point fails to recognize 
that the Federal Government already 
subsidizes Federal employees’ com-
mutes through the issuance of Metro 
checks, which many Capitol Hill staff-
ers receive. These subsidies come on 
top of those provided through a variety 
of preexisting, generous Federal grant 
programs. This system of allocating 
Federal transit funding is considerably 
more equitable and fair than creating a 
special line item for a particular met-
ropolitan area. 

I am quite confident that my con-
stituents in Winston-Salem or else-
where throughout my district would 
certainly appreciate their own Federal 
transit line item. We also heard that 
Washington, D.C. needs this especially 
targeted Federal line item more than 
other regions or cities, including New 
York City, which are not included in 
this amendment, because of security 
threats to the city. 

However, even if security threats 
help justify the need for more Federal 
assistance to Washington, D.C., then 
the efforts invested in this approach 
should be focused on establishing an 
equitable system that allocates fund-
ing fairly among cities with varying 
degrees of security threats. 

It is for these reasons and many more 
that I recommend rejecting this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I recognize the distinguished ma-
jority leader, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), for 1 minute. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) for yielding. 
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I note that my good friend, FRANK 

WOLF, is on the floor as well. I don’t 
know that there is any Member of this 
body with whom I have worked more 
closely on an objective than FRANK 
WOLF and I worked, particularly during 
the 1980s and early 1990s on this Amer-
ica’s subway. I am glad that he is on 
the floor, and I thank Mr. DAVIS for his 
leadership and Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
MORAN. We have all worked very hard 
on that. Mr. OBERSTAR, we thank you 
as well for your assistance. 

Bill Lehman was from Florida. Bill 
Lehman was chairman of the Transpor-
tation Subcommittee of the Appropria-
tions Committee, and Bill Lehman 
used to call this America’s subway. 

I tell the gentlelady from North 
Carolina, I don’t know whether she has 
left, and I appreciate her remarks, but 
it is America’s subway. It’s in the Na-
tion’s Capital, yet 18 million to 22 mil-
lion Americans from outside this re-
gion ride it as they visit their Nation’s 
Capital. 

The employees who come into this 
city work for our Nation, not for the 
State of Virginia and the State of 
Maryland or even for the District of 
Columbia but for our Nation and all of 
our taxpayers. 

That’s why it’s America’s subway, 
and that’s why we invested signifi-
cantly in its construction. That’s why 
it is necessary and appropriate for us 
to invest in its maintenance and con-
tinuing quality. 

I would urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation. I have a state-
ment that I will put in the RECORD 
without going through all of the spe-
cifics that have been discussed. 

I want to say also to the gentlelady, 
yes, this is an amendment, but, unlike 
most amendments, this amendment 
has already gotten the imprimatur of 
the overwhelming numbers in this 
House and passed on suspension when 
Mr. DAVIS offered it, when the now mi-
nority, but the then Republican major-
ity, was in charge of the Congress, with 
Democrats strongly supporting Mr. 
DAVIS’ bill. 

I think Democrats will strongly sup-
port Mr. DAVIS’ bill. I would hope Re-
publicans would strongly support Mr. 
DAVIS’ bill to accommodate their tax-
payers, their workers and their Na-
tion’s Capital. 

I want to again thank Mr. DAVIS for 
his leadership on this issue. I want to 
thank Mr. WOLF for his partnership for 
me for now into our third decade of 
working on this issue. 

We can be proud of this Metro sys-
tem. It is one of the best in the world, 
not just in our country. Every Amer-
ican can be proud of their subway. 

I urge very strong support across the 
aisle. This is not a partisan issue. As I 
say, Mr. WOLF and I worked in lockstep 
for over a decade in ensuring that this 
subway was completed. Mr. MORAN 
joined us some time later, and that was 
working at the local level as the mayor 
of his city. Mr. DAVIS, as county execu-
tive of his county, we worked together. 

I want to also thank the ranking mem-
ber very much for his leadership and 
his facilitating this amendment com-
ing forward on the floor. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong support of the 
Davis-Van Hollen-Hoyer amendment to the 
Amtrak reauthorization. This critical amend-
ment will help ensure that the ‘‘Nation’s sub-
way’’ continues to operate in a safe, reliable 
and effective manner. 

The Washington Metro Area Transit Author-
ity—which was established in 1967—has been 
faced with a severely aging infrastructure. In 
recent years, it has led to widespread mainte-
nance problems, increased delays, and threats 
to passenger safety. 

In fact, Metro officials recently estimated 
that the system needs approximately $489 mil-
lion in urgent and outstanding infrastructure 
repair work. 

This amendment—which is based on legis-
lation which overwhelmingly passed the House 
of Representatives in the last Congress— 
would authorize $1.5 billion in Federal funding 
for capital repairs and maintenance in the 
Metro System. This funding would be collec-
tively matched by dedicated funds from Mary-
land, DC, and Virginia. 

I have heard some of my colleagues ques-
tion the appropriateness of a Federal invest-
ment in this system. In my view, this perspec-
tive is shortsighted and does not take into 
consideration the Federal Government’s long 
history in the development of and reliance 
upon the Metro. 

In 1960, the Congress passed and Presi-
dent Eisenhower signed into law the legisla-
tion to provide for the development of a re-
gional rail system for the Nation’s Capital. 
Congress has since passed Metro authoriza-
tion bills in 1965, 1969, 1979, and 1990. The 
Federal Government provided $6.2 billion of 
the approximately $10 billion needed to con-
struct the original 103-mile system. 

Metro is critical to the Federal Government’s 
evacuation plans of the Nation’s Capital and 
we experienced Metro’s essential role during 
the city’s evacuation on September 11th, 
2001. 

Nearly half of Metro’s riders during peak rid-
ership are Federal employees and more than 
50 Federal agencies are located adjacent to 
Metro stations. 

Millions of tourists from across the country 
visit our Nation’s Capital each year and many 
of these visitors use the Metro system to tra-
verse the city while visiting our Nation’s muse-
ums, monuments and historic landmarks. 

Clearly, the Federal Government and the 
American people depend on Metro and there 
is a clear Federal interest in ensuring that the 
system is able to operate efficiently and effec-
tively. 

Unfortunately, just this week we were re-
minded of Metro’s importance and its deterio-
rating infrastructure when an orange line train 
derailed in Northern Virginia. This mishap, 
where thankfully no one was injured, delayed 
the evening commute for many Federal em-
ployees and reinforced the need for this legis-
lation. 

Mr. Chairman, we must act now to preserve 
this critical national asset and ensure that the 
Nation’s capital continues to have a safe, reli-
able, and effective transit system for the Fed-
eral workforce and its visitors. I urge my col-
leagues to join with me in voting for this im-
portant amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 45 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. I thank my 
friend and colleague. 

Mr. Chairman, the rail system that 
this amendment funds serves the cap-
ital of the free world. Yet, along with 
Los Angeles, we have the very worst 
congestion in the country. 

In fact, when you look at lost produc-
tivity, it is the most expensive loss of 
productivity, congestion in the country 
and those who are wasting so much of 
their time in traffic are our govern-
ment workers. The reason for this defi-
ciency is that we are the only public 
transit system that doesn’t have a 
dedicated source of revenue. 

Now, what we are suggesting here, 
when gas is at $4 a gallon, when it costs 
over $60 to fill up your tank, we have 
got to have more public transit 
throughout the country. But shouldn’t 
we lead the way? Shouldn’t we show by 
example that at least the Washington 
metropolitan area has a decent transit 
system? 

That’s what Mr. DAVIS’s amendment 
does. It does what should have been 
done years ago. It creates a dedicated 
source of funding for Washington’s 
transit system. 

I very strongly support Mr. DAVIS’s 
amendment, and I thank all of my 
friends and colleagues who have con-
tributed to it. It belongs on the Am-
trak bill. It’s all about finding more in-
telligent, more efficient ways of trans-
portation. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 45 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF). 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for his leader-
ship. I am going to miss him and every-
one is going to miss him as he leaves 
the body. 

I would shudder to think how the Na-
tion’s Capital would function without 
Metro. Visitors from all over the coun-
try, as the other Members have said, 
and all over the world use this system 
when visiting the Nation’s Capital. 

Metro’s highest ridership days have 
come when national events were taking 
place, Presidential inaugurations, holi-
day celebrations, 4th of July and such 
as the recent visit of the Pope. 

b 1245 
Lastly, this system is vital to the 

emergency needs of the Nation. During 
the terrorist attacks of 9/11, when the 
Pentagon was hit, this city was immo-
bilized and you could not get in and 
you could not get out. Metro was the 
reliable source, the reliable way to en-
sure that thousands were able to safely 
and quickly evacuate the city. This is, 
as the majority leader said, America’s 
system. 

I thank Mr. DAVIS again, and God 
bless him on his service. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
amendment offered by my Virginia colleague 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:34 Jun 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.045 H11JNPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5254 June 11, 2008 
and long-time advocate for the transportation 
needs of the Washington metropolitan area. 

This House and this region are going to 
miss TOM DAVIS. He has worked tirelessly to 
provide the needed support and oversight of 
the Washington Metro system to ensure that it 
serves not only the residents and commuters 
of Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Co-
lumbia, but the millions of visitors to the Cap-
ital City. 

I have been pleased to work with Congress-
man DAVIS as well as Congressman HOYER 
and others in the Washington metropolitan 
area congressional delegation to spur Con-
gress as Metro’s partner, providing the Fed-
eral investment to operate the system. 

Every Congress and every administration 
since 1960 when President Eisenhower signed 
the National Capital Transportation Act cre-
ating the agency to develop a rapid rail sys-
tem in the Nation’s capital has recognized the 
Washington Metro system as America’s sub-
way. 

I shudder to think how the Nation’s capital 
would function without Metro. Visitors from all 
over the country and indeed the world use the 
system daily when visiting our nation’s capital. 
Metro’s highest ridership days have come 
when national events were taking place here, 
attended by thousands of citizens from across 
the country—presidential inaugurations, holi-
day celebrations, and events such as the 
Pope’s recent visit. 

The Metro system also supports the Federal 
workforce. Federal employees rely on Metro to 
commute back and forth to work and home 
every day, and also between Federal offices 
during the day. During peak times, over half of 
Metro’s riders are Federal employees and 
contractors. 

Finally, this system is vital to the emergency 
needs of the region. During the terrorist at-
tacks of 9/11, Metro was the reliable way to 
ensure that thousands of people were able to 
safely and quickly evacuate the city. 

Now today, with gas prices soaring, Metro 
serves as the mass transit option for growing 
numbers of commuters. 

It was a 16-year effort after President Eisen-
hower signed the planning legislation which 
culminated in Metrorail’s opening day in 1976 
with five stations operating 4.2 miles on the 
Red Line. Some 12 years later in 1988, Metro-
rail carried its one-billionth rider. In 2001, 
Metro opened the five-station, 6.5-mile seg-
ment to Branch Ave, completing the 103-mile, 
83 station Metrorail system. 

With Metro’s growing use and importance in 
providing mobility for thousands of riders every 
day, it is critical that this Congress makes sure 
that capital improvements and preventive 
maintenance are provided to ensure the sys-
tem’s continued operation. 

With the federal investment, however, 
comes the expectation that Metro be account-
able for the taxpayer funds which it uses. This 
amendment is important to that effort and I 
urge adoption of Congressman DAVIS’s 
amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, let me just say this legislation 
has passed the House freestanding be-

fore. This establishes an independent 
inspector general’s office for WMATA 
and puts Federal representation on the 
WMATA board for the first time in his-
tory, along with local representation, 
and it requires dedicated local 
matches, something the current legis-
lation doesn’t do. 

We have one choice, we can make 
Metro safer or put it at greater risk, 
and the choice is ours, and I urge adop-
tion of the amendment. 

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority was created by an act of Congress— 
Public Law 89–744—in 1966. Since that time, 
Congress has authorized billions of dollars for 
WMATA on several occasions, including reau-
thorizations in 1969, 1979 and 1990. 

All of these reauthorizations, including the 
one we are considering here today, have been 
based on the congressional finding from the 
National Capital Transportation Act of 1960, 
signed into law by President Eisenhower as 
Public Law 86–669, that an ‘‘improved trans-
portation system for the National Capital re-
gion is essential for the continued and effec-
tive performance of the functions of the Gov-
ernment of the United States.’’ 

To call into question the ethics of Members 
who support the reauthorization of Federal 
funding for an agency created by Congress 
more than four decades ago illustrates the ab-
surdity of the majority’s newly instated rule on 
congressional earmarks. It also highlights an 
overzealousness by Members on our side of 
the aisle who are keen on doing whatever it 
takes to derail important legislation. 

This amendment is not an earmark in viola-
tion of clause 9 of House Rule XXI and does 
not require disclosure under clause 17 of the 
Code of Official Conduct, just like Chairman 
OBERSTAR’s H.R. 6003, the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008, which 
reauthorizes Federal funding for Amtrak, is not 
an earmark in violation of the rules. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
strong support of the amendment offered by 
my metropolitan Washington colleagues, the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS), the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), and 
the Majority Leader (Mr. HOYER). 

This amendment authorizes the Secretary to 
make grants to the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (‘‘WMATA’’) to finance 
capital and preventive maintenance projects 
included in the agency’s Capital Improvement 
Program. 

The amendment will also require that all 
local payments for the cost of operating and 
maintaining the area’s regional rail system— 
known as the ‘‘Metro’’—be made from dedi-
cated funding sources. 

This is especially important in light of the 
fact that WMATA is currently the only transit 
system of its size that does not have a fully 
dedicated source of State or local funding. 

The WMATA transit system is one of the 
busiest in the entire country, providing over 
415 million passenger trips each year. Each 
day, more than 800,000 people ride Metro 
trains, and over 150,000 ride Metro buses. 

Only the New York, Chicago, and Los Ange-
les transit systems produce more yearly transit 
passenger trips than WMATA in Washington, 
DC. 

Further, the Federal workforce relies heavily 
on the reliable and efficient service that the 
WMATA system provides. More than 165,000 

Federal employees, or one-third of Federal 
employees in the region, are currently enrolled 
in the transit benefits program with WMATA. 

According to a study by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, the service that 
WMATA provides to our Federal employees 
helps keep an additional 15,500 automobiles 
off the roads in the National Capital region, 
and saves those commuters over 8.2 million 
gallons of gas each year. 

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority is an important part of our Nation’s 
strategy to provide commuters efficient and re-
liable transit options, thereby allowing them to 
reduce their transportation-related emissions, 
energy consumption, and reliance on foreign 
oil. 

Regarding the specific language of this 
amendment, it is important to note that these 
new grants will be subject to the same labor, 
environmental, Buy America procurement, di-
versity contracting, and other requirements ap-
plicable to all transit projects funded under 
Chapter 53 of Title 49, United States Code. If 
this amendment is adopted, in conference on 
H.R. 6003, 1 would like to further clarify the 
specific terms of Chapter 53 which may be in-
consistent with the purposes of the amend-
ment. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting the amendment. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Chairman, the Washington D.C. Metro system 
is the fourth busiest transit system in the na-
tion. The system provides transportation to the 
federal employees who work here everyday 
and the millions of visitors that visit the city 
each year. 

This amendment will require a dedicated 
funding source provided by the local govern-
ments that are served by the Metro. Some-
thing for which the Metro has been without for 
far too long. 

It also creates an office of Inspector General 
to help provide oversight of the system. 

This legislation also ensures that rail cus-
tomers will have access to a broad range of 
wireless providers in case of an emergency 
and will provide additional dollars to the Tran-
sit Authority. 

The Metro system that serves this country’s 
capital is a national asset and I hope that both 
the local and federal government will continue 
to show full support for the system. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
DAVIS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF 

WASHINGTON 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 3 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman. I have an approved 
amendment by the rule to offer. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 3 offered by Mr. SMITH of 
Washington: 

In title IV, add at the end the following 
new section (and amend the table of contents 
accordingly): 
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SEC. 402. ROUTING EFFICIENCY DISCUSSIONS 

WITH AMTRAK. 
Amtrak shall engage in good faith discus-

sions, with commuter rail entities and re-
gional and State public transportation au-
thorities operating on the same trackage 
owned by a rail carrier as Amtrak, with re-
spect to the routing and timing of trains to 
most efficiently move a maximal number of 
commuter, intercity, and regional rail pas-
sengers, particularly during the peak times 
of commuter usage at the morning and 
evening hours marking the start and end of 
a typical work day, and with respect to the 
expansion and enhancement of commuter 
rail and regional rail public transportation 
service. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. SMITH) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

My amendment is very simple and 
straightforward. It encourages collabo-
ration between Amtrak and local and 
regional commuter rail agencies on 
train schedules and routing in shared 
corridors. There are competing needs 
for some of these uses, and cooperation 
between Amtrak and others is criti-
cally important to take most advan-
tage of our rail corridors. 

Across the Nation there are multiple 
commuter rail transit agencies that 
run on the same rails as Amtrak. Many 
of these public transportation services 
have made substantial investments in 
the tracks and signal capacity on a rail 
corridor to enhance commuter rail 
service. 

Currently, Amtrak has first right to 
schedule their services, which can 
often result in delays to commuter rail 
passengers and have negative impacts 
on the on-time performance of the 
commuter rails. Amtrak must work 
with commuter rail in a collaborative 
manner and in coordination with the 
host railroad to best facilitate an effi-
cient flow of intercity Amtrak com-
muter rail passengers. 

In the Puget Sound region in par-
ticular, Sound Transit has worked 
closely with BNSF and made a tremen-
dous investment in the rail corridor 
throughout the Puget Sound region, in-
vesting more than $1 billion of public 
funding in the freight corridor between 
Tacoma and Everett, Washington. 
These investments represent a high 
price that has been paid by the region 
to ensure that commuter rail did not 
impact the freight rail operations that 
drive our region’s economy. These in-
vestments benefit light rail, Amtrak, 
and of course Sound Transit’s com-
muter rail passengers, as well as our 
freight rail. 

This amendment does not change 
Amtrak’s priority in setting these, it 
merely asks that they work coopera-
tively with the other parties that are 
interested in using these rail systems 
to maximize their capacity. There are 
a number of folks who want to make 

investments in improving those rail 
systems, and if Amtrak works coopera-
tively with them, those investments 
will work out better for all concerned. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I 

claim the time in opposition, although 
I do not oppose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHUSTER. I just want to say 

that the gentleman from Washington 
has a commonsense amendment. I 
think encouraging collaboration be-
tween Amtrak and commuter rail sys-
tems is a positive thing. I urge all 
Members to accept and support this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield the balance of my 
time to the chairman of the com-
mittee, Mr. OBERSTAR. 

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I rise in strong sup-
port of the amendment offered by the 
gentleman. Commuter rail certainly is 
one of the fastest growing modes of 
transportation in the public sector. We 
had over 461 million trips by commuter 
rail last year, and that is a 5.5 percent 
increase over the previous year. 

The amendment offered by gen-
tleman directs Amtrak to engage in 
good-faith negotiations with commuter 
rail entities and public transportation 
authorities to move more efficiently 
the maximum number of intercity rail 
passengers, especially during peak 
commuter hours. 

As the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
said, it is a good, commonsense amend-
ment, and I urge support of the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from 
Washington. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. SMITH). 

Commuter rail is one of the fastest growing 
modes of public transportation in this country. 
In 2007, Americans took 461 million trips by 
commuter rail, a 5.5 percent increase over 
2006. As a result, many commuter rail opera-
tors are seeking to expand their services while 
contending with other rail traffic. 

In response to these challenges, this 
amendment directs Amtrak to engage in good- 
faith discussions with commuter rail entities 
and public transportation authorities operating 
on the same track to efficiently move the max-
imum number of commuter, intercity, and re-
gional rail passengers, especially during peak 
commuter hours. It also directs Amtrak to work 
with these parties toward the expansion and 
enhancement of commuter rail and regional 
public transportation service. 

This amendment helps ensure that Amtrak 
is doing everything it can to not only maximize 
the efficiency of its operations but also ensure 
the maximum growth possible for other rail 
services. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself the balance of 
my time just to close. 

I thank Chairman OBERSTAR and the 
ranking member on this committee for 
their work on this bill and their co-
operation in my efforts with this 
amendment. I call for passage of the 
amendment. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Chairman, we would encourage Amtrak to 
work closely with all the states they operate in 
to ensure that they are operating in conjunc-
tion with local commuter systems. 

This is one more example of the need for 
additional rail capacity and the affect this lack 
of additional infrastructure can have on a 
state. 

As more and more states turn to commuter 
rail service to move their citizens, it will be im-
perative that passenger, commuter, and freight 
rail work together to best utilize limited rail re-
sources. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
SMITH). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. SESSIONS 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 4 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 4 offered by Mr. SESSIONS: 
In title I, add at the end the following new 

section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 105. LIMITATION. 

None of the operating funds authorized in 
this Act may be used by Amtrak for the long 
distance route that has the highest cost per 
seat/mile ratio according to the March 2008 
Amtrak monthly performance report, unless 
the Secretary has transmitted a waiver for 
this route or a portion of the route because 
the Secretary considers it to be critical to 
homeland security. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment is simple, straightforward, 
and fiscally responsible. It would pre-
vent any taxpayer funds from being 
wasted on operating Amtrak’s worst- 
performing long-distance route. 

Under this amendment, which is sup-
ported by Citizens Against Government 
Waste, Americans for Tax Reform and 
the National Taxpayers’ Union, the de-
termination about what constitutes 
Amtrak’s most wasteful route will not 
be a political one made by Congress, it 
will instead be determined by Amtrak’s 
own most recent monthly report, and 
it will not take effect if the Secretary 
of Transportation determines that the 
line is critical to homeland security. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:34 Jun 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11JN7.026 H11JNPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5256 June 11, 2008 
Amtrak’s most recent performance 

report produced in March 2008 lists the 
Sunset Limited as Amtrak’s worst per-
forming long-distance route. And for 
the few lucky people who actually buy 
a ticket on this route, this journey 
constitutes a 48-hour ordeal from New 
Orleans, Louisiana, to Los Angeles, 
California. 

Amtrak’s report indicates that this 
route had an astonishing loss of 26.3 
cents per seat mile, which is 
unsurprising given the length of the 
trip coupled with the lowest ridership 
of all of Amtrak’s long-distance lines. 

Right before I came to the House 
floor today, I went to Amtrak’s 
Website and looked up how much a 
round-trip ticket on this line would be. 
The answer: an astonishing $522. For 
the purpose of comparison, a bus ticket 
for a similar trip leaving on and re-
turning the exact same days, it would 
cost only $366, and riding the bus would 
take 19 fewer hours to complete the 
trip. 

Back in 1997, Congress passed the 
Amtrak Reform and Accountability 
Act which required that Amtrak oper-
ate without any Federal operating as-
sistance after 2002. 

Despite this decade-old, common-
sense requirement that Amtrak cease 
their fiscal irresponsibility and mis-
management, without my amendment, 
today’s bill would continue to waste 
taxpayer money by forcing American 
families to subsidize Amtrak’s worst 
line. 

Amtrak’s net loss in 2007 was over 
$1.12 billion, an increase of 5 percent 
over last year. In March of 2008 alone, 
Amtrak’s net loss was $96 million. 
These awful performance figures prove 
that the time has come to restore com-
monsense fiscal responsibility at Am-
trak, and that the time has come to at 
least take a small step in helping tax-
payers’ hard-earned money not to be 
used on long, expensive routes with low 
ridership. 

This amendment simply seeks to pre-
vent further good taxpayer dollars 
from being thrown after bad by lim-
iting the cost of Amtrak’s number one 
least-profitable route. And if Members 
cannot support this simple, security- 
conscious amendment on behalf of fis-
cal discipline, I don’t know if there is 
anything else that we can do to help 
not only this Congress be responsible, 
but also to be in support of American 
taxpayers. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
support this commonsense amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

in opposition to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Texas. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Minnesota is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. We had a thought-
ful, constructive discussion about the 
gentleman’s proposal in the Rules 
Committee on Monday, and the gen-
tleman is very sincere and very gen-
uine in his proposal. However, we have 

a number of provisions in this bill to 
improve Amtrak’s operations, to re-
form the way Amtrak conducts its 
business, to get at the lowest-per-
forming routes. 

We specifically direct the Amtrak 
board of directors to implement a mod-
ern financial accounting system to 
save money, improve operations, and 
increase revenue. 

In section 204, we direct Amtrak to 
report on projected revenues, expendi-
tures and ridership over a 5-year period 
to promote improved financial sta-
bility and how best to allocate the re-
sources we provide to Amtrak. We di-
rect Amtrak to work with the States 
to institute a nationwide methodology 
for allocating, operating and capital 
costs, to standardize financial support 
of Amtrak to the States and the Fed-
eral Government to ensure each is con-
tributing their appropriate and fair 
amount, and to address specifically the 
performance of poorly performing 
routes, and they may be different from 
the one that the gentleman has in 
mind at this particular moment. 

We further direct the inspector gen-
eral of DOT to evaluate performance, 
service quality of the five worst per-
forming Amtrak routes and rec-
ommend a process for DOT to consider 
proposals by Amtrak and other opera-
tors to provide service both on under- 
performing Amtrak routes and routes 
not served by Amtrak. 

So the gentleman is proposing that 
Congress make a preemptive strike and 
direct dropping a route when we have 
in place with the enactment of this leg-
islation a process by which we are 
going to improve these processes. It 
would be better to look and reexamine 
at the end of that process rather than 
at the beginning and prejudge the out-
come of these sincere efforts that we 
are making to improve all of Amtrak’s 
operations. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I ap-

preciate the gentleman. This is a pre-
emptive strike to get the correct meas-
ure done so we are not arguing 10 years 
from now what should have been done 
10 years before. 

I now yield the balance of my time to 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
DAVIS) in support of this amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. First of all, 
let me say to the authors of this legis-
lation, I appreciate the coalition that 
they put together and I support the un-
derlying bill, but I think this amend-
ment makes a couple of good points. 

Number one, on this particular route, 
you can take a bus and it gets you 
there faster and cheaper than taking 
Amtrak. Secondly, you can take a 
plane and it gets you there faster and 
cheaper than what you can do with 
Amtrak. And by the way, they operate 
without a Federal subsidy, both the 
bus system and the plane system in 
this particular case. 

The third thing I note, the gentleman 
has added a provision to his amend-
ment which I think is very important, 

that the Secretary can transmit a 
waiver of this route or a portion of this 
route if the Secretary considers it to be 
critical to homeland security. 

So nobody is trying to take away 
routes that we may need to use in a 
critical situation, and we give the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security the ulti-
mate yes or no on this. But what is im-
portant about this is this route is the 
most heavily subsidized in the system. 
It is not utilized that much. 

b 1300 

And if we can’t make some statement 
here and give Members some oppor-
tunity, I think, to voice their concerns 
about oversubsidization on certain 
routes, I don’t know what we’re doing 
here. 

There are other provisions, I might 
add, in this bill that address shorter 
routes like this that Amtrak will be 
able to look at and take care of those 
routes. But I think it allows Members 
who are concerned to have their vote. I 
appreciate the gentleman bringing it 
up. I urge its adoption. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, we 
have now heard Chairman DAVIS talk 
about the articulation. We believe that 
something should be done imme-
diately; that this is about the worst 
performing route that has existed for 
year after year after year. 

And while I have great respect and 
appreciation, not only for the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. SHUSTER) to work towards this, we 
believe it’s time for action. We believe 
that the worst performing route, one 
which not only underperforms from the 
number of passengers, but also costs 
taxpayers a lot of money, that we, as 
Members of Congress, should have a 
say about this. 

I will ask all Members to support this 
vote when it comes on the floor in this 
amendment. 

I yield back my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I will yield the bal-

ance of our time to the gentlewoman 
from Florida, but I wish I had known 
about the opposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia before he offered his 
amendment. I might have had a dif-
ferent view about his amendment and 
his seeking special consideration for 
WMATA. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I 
encourage my colleagues to reject this 
sham amendment. Prohibiting funds 
for one route will have negative effects 
on the entire system, and it’s already 
addressed in this legislation in a way 
that won’t harm Amtrak and the serv-
ices it provides. 

Opponents of passenger rail have re-
peatedly tried to siphon off the growth 
of our Nation’s rail system by cutting 
funds, zeroing out the budget, and now 
cutting out the only transcontinental 
passenger route; all while in the same 
time the opponents have the gall to 
ask for a better profit model. 

Let me tell you, I’ve got some break-
ing news for you. There is something 
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more important than profit. Amtrak 
was the first responder during Hurri-
cane Katrina and used the Sunset Lim-
ited line, which is being restored in 
this legislation, to help evacuate thou-
sands of gulf coast region residents 
while President Bush and his adminis-
tration was nowhere to be found. Now, 
that is a part of every key State future 
evacuation plan. 

This amendment will have a negative 
effect on major States, eight—Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida 
and Texas, Texas, Texas. 

The Sessions amendment will do the 
exact opposite of what we’re trying to 
accomplish with this legislation, which 
is to expand passenger rail service, re-
duce congestion and improve our en-
ergy independence. 

Passenger rail’s ability to reduce 
congestion is well known, with rider-
ship numbers increasing steadily each 
year. One full passenger train can take 
250 to 350 cars off the road. Passenger 
rail also consumes less energy than 
both automobiles and commercial air-
lines. 

I would encourage any Member who 
don’t want to explain to their constitu-
ents why they no longer have access to 
Amtrak service, to vote ‘‘no’’ on this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MRS. MCCARTHY 

OF NEW YORK 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 5 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I have 
an amendment at the desk made in 
order under the rule. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 5 offered by Mrs. MCCAR-
THY of New York: 

In section 304(a), in the proposed section 
24910(b)— 

(1) strike ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph 
(11); 

(2) strike the period at the end of para-
graph (12) and insert ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) after paragraph (12), add the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) the development and use of train horn 
technology, including, but not limited to, 
broadband horns, with an emphasis on reduc-
ing train horn noise and its effect on commu-
nities. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) and a Member opposed each will 
control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I 
would like to thank Chairman OBER-
STAR, Ranking Member MICA, Chair-
woman BROWN and Ranking Member 
SHUSTER for their work on this bill. 

My district is located in a densely 
populated area on Long Island, New 
York. We are fortunate to have the 
comfort and convenience of rail trans-
portation to New York City and around 
Long Island by the Long Island Rail-
road. 

The Long Island Railroad moves safe-
ly through the Fourth Congressional 
District with the use of horns at train 
crossings. Although train horns are 
necessary to ensure the safety at rail-
road crossings, the noise can signifi-
cantly affect families and communities 
surrounding these railroad crossings. 

While we can still all agree that train 
horns are necessary to ensure the safe-
ty of residents at railroad stations and 
crossings, the sounding of train horns 
day and night seriously impacts the 
quality of life of many in my commu-
nities in Long Island. 

I support the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration and its primary goal of 
ensuring the safety of railroads and 
trains across the country and in the 
Fourth Congressional District in New 
York. I do not, and will not support 
any measure that will reduce the safe-
ty of railroads and trains moving 
through our communities. 

With that in mind, I also understand 
the effect that locomotive horn noise 
has on the quality of life of my con-
stituents. Over the years, I have been 
contacted by constituents who have 
complained that the volume of the 
train noise is so severe that many of 
them lose their sleep, even with 
earplugs. 

Trains on Long Island can run lit-
erally around the clock. Residents 
complain of several minutes of con-
stant horn noise as the train travels 
through many of my communities such 
as Valley Stream, East Rockaway and 
Cedarhurst, Long Island. 

When trains are nearby, the volume 
is so high that people are forced to stop 
their conversations, and teachers at 
nearby schools are forced to stop 
teaching their students. 

Rail traffic through many commu-
nities in this country is an unavoidable 
reality as to the use of train horns. 
However, we have an obligation to en-
sure that we do everything possible to 
maintain the quality of life for commu-
nities near railroad tracks. 

That is why I’ve introduced an 
amendment to ask that the Secretary 
research the development and use of 
train horn technology with an empha-
sis on reducing train horn noise and its 
effect on a community. This will en-
sure that, as we move forward and con-
tinue to expand our railroad infrastruc-
ture in this country, we will also con-
tinue to address the concerns of the 
communities surrounding the infra-
structure. 

Thank you, Chairman OBERSTAR, for 
continuing to work with me on this 
issue that is so important to my con-
stituents. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
passage of this amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I ask 

unanimous consent to claim time in 
opposition to the amendment though I 
do not intend to oppose the amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Minnesota 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I support the 

amendment offered by the gentle-
woman which directs a study of train 
horn technology as part of the Rail Co-
operative Research Program author-
ized at section 304 of the bill. And the 
gentlewoman has worked tirelessly to 
highlight her concerns with constitu-
ents on locomotive horn noise. 

I can understand how horn noise is 
terrible and disturbing. We’ve heard 
many iterations of that over the years 
in hearings in the committee in close 
urban quarters. 

But out on the prairie, the sound of a 
train horn late at night is a very com-
forting sound, I can say for those of us 
who live in those environments. 

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania. 

Mr. SHUSTER. I just wanted to say 
that we accept the amendment. Any-
thing to do with improving technology 
on trains we certainly support. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. The key issue with 
train horns, again and again, is safety. 
Where they are removed in an experi-
mental basis there have been fatalities 
or incidents or accidents, and where 
the train horn has been reinstated, 
lives have been saved. But technology 
can lead us to better train horns that 
don’t intrude on the daily lives or 
nightly lives of citizens alongside rail-
road tracks. 

So I reserve the balance of my time, 
and I appreciate the gentlewoman’s 
amendment. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I just 
want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR and 
Ranking Member SHUSTER for their 
support on this amendment. I too can 
hear the train whistle in the late of the 
night, and to me it is a nice sound. But 
for my constituents who are right 
along those tracks and near, it is a 
problem. 

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port me on this amendment. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Chairman, anyone who has railroad tracks in 
their district has heard from constituents who 
are upset by repeated train whistles. 

Unfortunately, these train whistles are the 
most effective way of warning people of an 
oncoming train. And even still we see constant 
reports of injuries and deaths on the tracks. 

Technology holds the key to many improve-
ments throughout our rail system, including 
improved safety. And hopefully it can help with 
the age-old problem of train whistles. 

We also need to invest in more grade sepa-
rations at rail crossings to improve safety and 
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cut down on the need to blow warning whis-
tles in the first place. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MCCARTHY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 6 
printed in House Report 110–703. 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. MURPHY OF 

CONNECTICUT 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 7 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I have 
an amendment at the desk, Mr. Chair-
man. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 7 offered by Mr. MURPHY 
of Connecticut: 

In title II, add at the end the following new 
section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 225. COMMUTER RAIL EXPANSION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress find the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In 2006, Americans took 10,100,000,000 
trips on public transportation for the first 
time since 1949. 

(2) The Northeast region is one of the Na-
tion’s largest emerging transportation 
‘‘megaregions’’ where infrastructure expan-
sion and improvements are most needed. 

(3) New England’s road traffic has in-
creased two to three times faster than its 
population since 1990. 

(4) Connecticut has one of the Nation’s 
longest average commute times according to 
the United States Census Bureau, and 80 per-
cent of Connecticut commuters drive by 
themselves to work, demonstrating the need 
for expanded commuter rail access. 

(5) The Connecticut Department of Trans-
portation has pledged to modernize, repair, 
and strengthen the rail line infrastructure to 
provide for increased safety and security 
along a crucial transportation corridor in 
the Northeast. 

(6) Expanded New Haven-Springfield rail 
service would improve access to Bradley 
International Airport, one the region’s busi-
est airports, as well as to Hartford, Con-
necticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts, 
two of the region’s commercial, residential, 
and industrial centers. 

(7) Expanded commuter rail service on the 
New Haven-Springfield line will result in an 
estimated 630,000 additional trips per year 
and 2,215,384 passenger miles per year, help-
ing to curb pollution and greenhouse gas pro-
duction that vehicle traffic would otherwise 
produce. 

(8) The MetroNorth New Haven Line and 
Shore Line East railways saw respective 3.43 
percent and 4.93 percent increases in rider-
ship over the course of 2007, demonstrating 
the need for expanded commuter rail service 
in Connecticut. 

(9) Expanded New Haven-Springfield com-
muter rail service will provide transpor-
tation nearly 17 times more efficient in 
terms of average mileage versus road vehi-
cles, alleviating road congestion and pro-
viding a significant savings to consumers 
during a time of high gas prices. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the Sense of 
the Congress that expanded commuter rail 

service on the rail line between New Haven, 
Connecticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts, 
is an important transportation priority, and 
Amtrak should work cooperatively with the 
States of Connecticut and Massachusetts to 
enable expanded commuter rail service on 
such line. 

(c) INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE RE-
PORT.—Amtrak shall submit a report to Con-
gress and the State Departments of Trans-
portation of Connecticut and Massachusetts 
on the total cost of uncompleted infrastruc-
ture maintenance on the rail line between 
New Haven, Connecticut, and Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Connecticut. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Chairman, I’d like to allow myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR for his hard work, not only 
on the underlying bill, but in his gra-
cious work with me and the Massachu-
setts and Connecticut delegations to 
allow us to bring this amendment be-
fore the House today. 

I rise in strong support of the amend-
ment before us. By supporting the im-
plementation of commuter rail service, 
as this amendment will assist us be-
tween New Haven, Connecticut and 
Springfield, Massachusetts, we can 
help strengthen and expand one of my 
State’s most vital transportation cor-
ridors. 

While Metro North and Shoreline 
East rail lines provide extensive com-
muter service across Connecticut’s 
southern coastal region, there is little 
available service to meet the needs 
throughout the central portion of the 
State. Connecticut’s existing com-
muter rail lines have already seen over 
5 percent increase in ridership just in 
the first quarter of 2008, and there’s a 
clear need to expand it throughout the 
other sectors. 

Not only would such rail service help 
alleviate roadway congestion, save 
consumers money on gas, and help 
combat global warming, it would con-
tribute to the economic revitalization 
of this route. In my district, the city of 
Meriden is prepared to build a state-of- 
the-art intermodal transportation hub 
to take advantage of this new rail line. 

At a time when gas prices are squeez-
ing American’s budgets like never be-
fore, we need to invest in this type of 
commuter rail service that is available 
right now on the line that runs be-
tween New Haven and Springfield. 

We need sensible mass transit solu-
tions, and by expressing strong con-
gressional support for this new pro-
posed rail line, taking advantage of an 
existing Amtrak line, and by directing 
Amtrak, as this amendment does, to 
report on the lines’ uncompleted infra-
structure maintenance, information 
that is badly needed in order to make 
plans going forward to add local com-
muter service to that line, we are send-

ing a clear signal that the time for ac-
tion is now. 

Again, I would like to thank Chair-
man OBERSTAR and I would urge sup-
port for this amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. I rise to claim the 

time in opposition, although I do not 
oppose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHUSTER. I just wanted to say 

that the situation highlighting the sit-
uation is certainly important, and I 
understand why the gentleman is high-
lighting it. 

It would have been covered, it is cov-
ered in the underlying bill I believe. 
But as I said, I understand why the 
gentleman wants to highlight the situ-
ation. And this report to determine the 
cost of uncompleted infrastructure 
maintenance is extremely important, 
and we need to tend to that. This 
Northeast Corridor is extremely impor-
tant and, as I said, I do not oppose the 
amendment, and would accept it. 

I yield back my time. 
Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I 

thank the gentleman for his support. 
At this time I would like to yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON). 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Chairman, I want to thank my dear 
friend and colleague from Connecticut 
for proposing thoughtful legislation 
like this. 

I commend the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania for his comments and 
once again salute our distinguished 
chairman, Mr. OBERSTAR, who has such 
great vision on the importance of utili-
zation of rail. 

This is vitally important, not only to 
Connecticut, but both Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. The rail line between 
New Haven and Springfield is a vital 
cog for commerce. It also impacts the 
second largest airport in New England; 
and with the vision of Mr. OBERSTAR, 
an airport that we hope to have be one 
of the first green airports in the coun-
try. 

So again I want to applaud my col-
league, thank him for his vision, and 
continue to support the visionary pro-
grams that Mr. OBERSTAR and his com-
mittee put forward. 

b 1315 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I ask 
unanimous consent to reclaim my 
time. I yielded back prematurely. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I was 

hoping to get this train running on 
time, excuse the pun, so if somebody 
needs me to yield time to them, I will 
make it available. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. NEAL). 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. 

Chairman, I want to thank Congress-
man MURPHY and thank Congressman 
SHUSTER, as well as JIM OBERSTAR, a 
long time friend here, for offering the 
support to this proposal that it de-
serves. 

Establishing a New Haven-Hartford- 
Springfield commuter line would do 
much to improve the transportation 
needs of the Northeast Corridor. In ad-
dition to contributing to the national 
effort to reduce carbon emissions, this 
commuter line would greatly promote 
economic development for the cities 
and towns along the line. Union Sta-
tion, with the help of Mr. OBERSTAR’s 
committee, is now underway and great 
work we expect to happen there in 
Springfield. 

Mr. Chairman, Connecticut has al-
ready dedicated funding for the com-
muter line and is in the 
predevelopment phase. And today, the 
Massachusetts House is expected to ap-
prove a $1.3 billion transportation bill 
authorizing $90 million for the com-
muter developing road transportation 
line from New Haven to Springfield. A 
New Haven to Springfield line would 
also allow for more connections to ex-
isting Amtrak routes as well as other 
planned commuter rails, such as a Bos-
ton to Springfield line, which would 
further extend economic benefits to the 
region. 

Due to improved service, Amtrak rid-
ership has increased in the past few 
years, and commuters want this 
progress to continue, particularly in 
light of gas prices. The Murphy amend-
ment will help maintain this progress 
and promote this much-needed com-
muter line. The benefits of incor-
porating new commuter lines with Am-
trak is undeniable and worth the in-
vestments. 

Commuter rail service would help 
other industrial cities like Springfield 
to better connect with regional econo-
mies and offer a smarter and cleaner 
transportation option. 

Thanks to the individuals who have 
stood with us today, and I hope the 
Murphy amendment will be successful. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
to the chairman. 

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of the gentleman’s amend-
ment. 

This amendment expresses support for ex-
panded commuter rail service on the rail line 
between New Haven, Connecticut, and 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and encourages 
Amtrak to work cooperatively with the States 
of Connecticut and Massachusetts to enable 
expanded commuter rail service on the line. 
Further, this amendment directs Amtrak to re-
port to Congress and the States on the total 
cost of uncompleted infrastructure mainte-
nance on the New Haven—Springfield rail line. 

Commuter rail is one of the fastest growing 
modes of public transportation in this country. 
In 2007, Americans took 461 million trips by 
commuter rail, a 5.5 percent increase over 

2006. Since 1990, New England’s highway 
traffic has increased two to three times faster 
than its population and commuter rail is a crit-
ical transportation link in the Northeast. 

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, Con-
necticut has one of the nation’s longer aver-
age commute times (24.5 minutes) in the na-
tion, and 80 percent of Connecticut com-
muters drive themselves to work. The State of 
Connecticut is seeking to provide additional 
transportation alternatives to its commuters 
and is hoping to expand commuter rail service 
to address its congestion. 

This amendment will help Connecticut un-
derstand the capital costs needed to better de-
velop its commuter rail infrastructure as it 
works to develop its passenger transportation 
systems. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this amendment. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Chairman, again, this is a unique op-
portunity to be able to use an existing 
rail line. We need—we understand the 
need in many other parts of the coun-
try to build out our infrastructure in 
Connecticut. We have the unique op-
portunity to take an existing line, have 
either a partnership or a transfer of the 
line to the State Department of Trans-
portation, and with that we believe we 
will be able to greatly expand our op-
portunities for mass transit develop-
ment in the State of Connecticut. 

With that, I wonder if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania might be willing to 
yield a few minutes of his time to Ms. 
DELAURO. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
2 minutes of our time to the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO). 

Ms. DELAURO. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of 
this amendment. 

Connecticut has seen a 5.5 percent in-
crease in commuter rail usage over the 
first quarter of 2008 alone. As gas prices 
continue to skyrocket, more Ameri-
cans than ever are looking for new 
ways to get where they are going with-
out filling their gas tank. 

While thousands of Connecticut resi-
dents who live in the southern portion 
of the State are well served by Metro 
North and the Shoreline East com-
muter rail, there remains hardly any 
commuter rail options in the central 
portion of our State through Hartford 
and up to Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Yet New England’s traffic has in-
creased 2 to 3 times faster than its pop-
ulation since 1990. When 80 percent of 
Connecticut commuters drive to work 
by themselves, we must provide a bet-
ter alternative. 

I want to commend Chairman OBER-
STAR for his hard work on this bill. I 
congratulate my colleague, Mr. MUR-
PHY, whose amendment expresses sup-
port for current discussions between 
Amtrak and the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Transportation to create a co-
operative framework by which an Am-
trak-owned New Haven-Springfield rail 
line could serve as the conduit for in-
creased commuter rail run by Con-

necticut DOT. And his amendment also 
requires a report to Congress on 
uncompleted infrastructure mainte-
nance. 

Expanded commuter rail service on 
the New Haven-Springfield line will re-
sult in an estimated 630,000 more trips 
a year and over 2 million passenger 
miles annually. The demand is there. 
The benefits are clear. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment. I thank Chairman OBER-
STAR, and I thank you graciously, Mr. 
SHUSTER, for allowing me to take the 
time. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Chairman, I thank the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania for his accommodations. 
We’re in support of the amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. PATRICK J. 

MURPHY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 8 
printed in House Report 110–703. 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 8 offered by Mr. PATRICK 
J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania: 

In title II, add at the end the following new 
section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 225. SERVICE EVALUATION. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, Amtrak shall transmit 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report 
containing the results of an evaluation of 
passenger rail service between Cornwells 
Heights, PA, and New York City, NY, and be-
tween Princeton Junction, NJ, and New 
York City, NY, to determine whether to ex-
pand passenger rail service by increasing the 
frequency of stops or reducing commuter 
ticket prices for this route. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1253, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PATRICK J. 
MURPHY) and a Member opposed each 
will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 
yield myself 2 minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, families across the 
country are facing record gas prices 
and increased congestion on our road-
ways. We hear it every time we go 
home. And as Members of Congress, we 
have a responsibility to do what we can 
do to make things better. This amend-
ment is about making sure that our 
public transportation resources are 
being used as effectively and efficiently 
as possible. 
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Through this measure, we require 

Amtrak to take a hard look at pas-
senger rail service at two important 
rail stations in our districts. Our hope 
is that they will find a way to help 
commuters and rail passengers in our 
districts by either expanding passenger 
rail service through increasing the fre-
quency of stops or by reducing prices. 

For years, the Cornwells Heights and 
Princeton Junction stations have been 
hubs for commuters who work in New 
York City. Amtrak then cut the num-
ber of trains at these stations in half. 
Then they increased prices for our 
commuters. 

Mr. Chairman, countless families 
rely on the Cornwells Heights and 
Princeton Junction stations, and as a 
result of Amtrak’s train cuts and fare 
hikes, families have been forced to 
drive longer distances or pay much 
higher fares. Today, our region is mak-
ing economic progress, and Amtrak has 
a chance to keep moving us forward. 

Mr. Chairman, in these troubled 
times, our local economy can’t afford 
to take anymore hits and we can’t 
allow commuters to use more time on 
crowded highways when they could be 
home with their families. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I 

claim the time in opposition although I 
do not oppose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHUSTER. We support it, accept 

the amendment. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Would the gen-

tleman yield? 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I will 

yield to the gentleman. 
(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I rise in support of 
the Murphy amendment. I feel the 
amendment is an important contribu-
tion to the work of this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY), the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. SCHWARTZ), and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT). 

This amendment directs Amtrak to evaluate 
the passenger rail service between Cornwells 
Heights, Pennsylvania, and New York, New 
York, and between Princeton Junction, New 
Jersey, and New York, New York, to deter-
mine whether to expand passenger rail service 
by increasing the frequency of stops or reduc-
ing commuter ticket prices for the route. 

Until a few years ago, Cornwells Station 
was the primary SEPTA and Amtrak station 
for service into New York City from the 
Bensalem Township. It has direct access to 
Interstate 95 and Pennsylvania Route 63, with 
the largest parking lot on the SEPTA network, 
making it an ideal terminal for commuter serv-
ice into New York for many people in the sur-
rounding region. 

However, Amtrak recently reduced the num-
ber of trains serving the station each day by 
one-half, while greatly increasing the ticket 
prices for the service. As a result, ridership 

has plummeted, leading Amtrak to consider 
dropping service to the station all together. 

This study has several potential benefits. 
For one, the Bensalem region is enjoying an 
economic revitalization, which could be en-
hanced by increased Amtrak service to 
Cornwells Heights. Increased Amtrak service 
would allow for better mobility in the region as 
well as help relieve local congestion. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the amendment. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Chairman, at this time I 
would like to yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
HOLT). 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for 
this amendment and for yielding me 
time. He is very diligent in looking 
after the concerns of the people of his 
area in Pennsylvania, and in this 
amendment, I must say it also bene-
fits—would benefit the people of New 
Jersey as well. 

When you look at the numbers where 
Amtrak is setting record highs for 
numbers of users—25 million users last 
year—and look at how in New Jersey 
the State rail system is breaking rider-
ship records for the 6th straight year 
with over 900,000 trips per weekday on 
its trains, buses, and light rails, and 
you match that with the increased 
costs of commuting by internal com-
bustion cars, it should be apparent that 
Amtrak should do everything it can to 
attract riders on these underused 
routes; and that is exactly what the 
Murphy-Schwartz-Holt amendment 
seeks to do. 

It would require Amtrak to re-exam-
ine the service cuts that it’s made at 
two stations to see if it would be fea-
sible to increase services at those sta-
tions. They can do this through service 
and pricing. I hear from my constitu-
ents about this. One constituent, John, 
who commutes from Princeton Junc-
tion, summed it up by saying Amtrak 
seems to be driving customers away. It 
has negative effects, including in-
creased automobile traffic and con-
sequences on the environment. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment, and I thank Mr. 
MURPHY for preparing it. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MICA). 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I don’t rise 
in opposition of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania’s amendment. In fact, 
he’s looking for solutions in his dis-
trict, in his area to provide commuter 
service to get people out of their cars 
to deal with increased congestion and 
high-rising fuel costs. 

But the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania is no different from the gen-
tleman from Connecticut, from the 
gentlewoman from Arizona, the gen-
tleman from California, from the gen-
tleman from Ohio. We’re drowning in 
congestion in this country. This bill 
provides a first opportunity to look at 

cost-effective ways of providing that 
service. 

So we’ve got to support commuter 
rail across the Nation. We’ve got to 
take some of these underutilized urban 
rail corridors that formally serve 
freight and convert those to commuter 
rail systems. We’ve got to find a host 
of solutions and incorporate private 
sector initiatives in these to make it 
happen because they can bring projects 
in on time and under budget and at the 
lowest cost possible. 

It is true that we may have to sub-
sidize commuter rail service, long-dis-
tance service, and some high-speed 
service, but we want that at the min-
imum cost to the taxpayer, the max-
imum benefit to those that we need to 
serve. 

So we will support the amendment, 
but again, what you hear from the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is what 
we’re hearing from 435 congressional 
districts. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself 
the balance of our time. 

Mr. Chairman, it now costs a 
Cornwells Heights commuter $972 per 
month just to get to work and back. 
More importantly, the cuts in service 
have put more cars on our clogged 
highways, more exhaust fumes in the 
air, and forced our hardworking con-
stituents to spend more time getting to 
and from work and less time at home. 
That means more time on a train or in 
traffic and less time at home with the 
ones that they love. 

Mr. Chairman, our region is experi-
encing the economic revitalization. In-
creased rail service and more riders 
means progress, while more cuts means 
going backwards. I would like to thank 
the chairman, Chairman OBERSTAR. I 
would like to thank my colleague from 
Pennsylvania, Mr. SHUSTER. I would 
like to thank my colleague from New 
Jersey, Mr. HOLT, and also my other 
colleague from Pennsylvania, Ms. 
SCHWARTZ, for their support on this im-
portant measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PATRICK J. MURPHY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. SESSIONS 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 

clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will 
now resume on amendment No. 4 print-
ed in House Report 110–703. 

The unfinished business is the de-
mand for a recorded vote on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) on which 
further proceedings were postponed and 
on which the noes prevailed by voice 
vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 
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RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. A recorded 
vote has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 150, noes 275, 
not voting 13, as follows: 

[Roll No. 397] 

AYES—150 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Bachmann 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Cooper 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Emerson 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Forbes 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 

Garrett (NJ) 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 

Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Poe 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—275 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Bordallo 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Cannon 

Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Christensen 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 

Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Faleomavaega 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 

Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 

McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Peterson (MN) 
Pickering 
Platts 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 

Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Speier 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weller 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—13 

Braley (IA) 
Doolittle 
Flake 
Fortuño 
Gillibrand 

Hulshof 
Loebsack 
McCrery 
Norton 
Ortiz 

Rush 
Spratt 
Tancredo 

b 1357 

Messrs. CLEAVER, RANGEL, JACK-
SON of Illinois, BOUCHER, PICK-
ERING, BERMAN, CROWLEY, 
WHITFIELD of Kentucky, BOOZMAN 
and DENT, and Ms. CLARKE, Ms. 
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mrs. 
BONO MACK changed their vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. COOPER, TERRY, MCKEON, 
BILBRAY, FEENEY, PETERSON of 
Pennsylvania and Mrs. SCHMIDT 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, on rollcall No. 

397, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Under the 
rule, the Committee rises. 

Accordingly, the Committee rose; 
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
TIERNEY) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. CUELLAR, Acting Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 6003) to reauthorize 
Amtrak, and for other purposes, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1253, he re-
ported the bill back to the House with 
an amendment adopted by the Com-
mittee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered. 

Is a separate vote demanded on any 
amendment to the amendment re-
ported from the Committee of the 
Whole? 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask for a re-vote on the Davis of Vir-
ginia amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is a sep-
arate vote demanded on any other 
amendment to the amendment re-
ported from the Committee of the 
Whole? 

The Clerk will designate the amend-
ment on which a separate vote has 
been demanded. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 2 printed in House Report 
110–703 offered by Mr. DAVIS of Virginia: 

Add at the end of title I the following new 
section: 
SEC. 105. AUTHORIZATION FOR CAPITAL AND 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 
PROJECTS FOR WASHINGTON MET-
ROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHOR-
ITY. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the succeeding 

provisions of this section, the Secretary of 
Transportation is authorized to make grants 
to the Transit Authority, in addition to the 
contributions authorized under sections 3, 14, 
and 17 of the National Capital Transpor-
tation Act of 1969 (sec. 9—1101.01 et seq., D.C. 
Official Code), for the purpose of financing in 
part the capital and preventive maintenance 
projects included in the Capital Improve-
ment Program approved by the Board of Di-
rectors of the Transit Authority. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(A) the term ‘‘Transit Authority’’ means 

the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority established under Article III of 
the Compact; and 

(B) the term ‘‘Compact’’ means the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
Compact (80 Stat. 1324; Public Law 89–774). 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—The Federal grants 
made pursuant to the authorization under 
this section shall be subject to the following 
limitations and conditions: 

(1) The work for which such Federal grants 
are authorized shall be subject to the provi-
sions of the Compact (consistent with the 
amendments to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)). 

(2) Each such Federal grant shall be for 50 
percent of the net project cost of the project 
involved, and shall be provided in cash from 
sources other than Federal funds or revenues 
from the operation of public mass transpor-
tation systems. Consistent with the terms of 
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the amendment to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)(1), any funds so provided shall 
be solely from undistributed cash surpluses, 
replacement or depreciation funds or re-
serves available in cash, or new capital. 

(3) Such Federal grants may be used only 
for the maintenance and upkeep of the sys-
tems of the Transit Authority as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act and may not be 
used to increase the mileage of the rail sys-
tem. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MASS TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROJECTS 
RECEIVING FUNDS UNDER FEDERAL TRANSPOR-
TATION LAW.—Except as specifically provided 
in this section, the use of any amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to the authorization 
under this section shall be subject to the re-
quirements applicable to capital projects for 
which funds are provided under chapter 53 of 
title 49, United States Code, except to the ex-
tent that the Secretary of Transportation 
determines that the requirements are incon-
sistent with the purposes of this section. 

(d) AMENDMENTS TO COMPACT.—No amounts 
may be provided to the Transit Authority 
pursuant to the authorization under this sec-
tion until the Transit Authority notifies the 
Secretary of Transportation that each of the 
following amendments to the Compact (and 
any further amendments which may be re-
quired to implement such amendments) have 
taken effect: 

(1)(A) An amendment requiring that all 
payments by the local signatory govern-
ments for the Transit Authority for the pur-
pose of matching any Federal funds appro-
priated in any given year authorized under 
subsection (a) for the cost of operating and 
maintaining the adopted regional system are 
made from amounts derived from dedicated 
funding sources. 

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘dedicated funding source’’ means any 
source of funding which is earmarked or re-
quired under State or local law to be used to 
match Federal appropriations authorized 
under this Act for payments to the Transit 
Authority. 

(2) An amendment establishing an Office of 
the Inspector General of the Transit Author-
ity. 

(3) An amendment expanding the Board of 
Directors of the Transit Authority to include 
4 additional Directors appointed by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services, of whom 2 
shall be nonvoting and 2 shall be voting, and 
requiring one of the voting members so ap-
pointed to be a regular passenger and cus-
tomer of the bus or rail service of the Tran-
sit Authority. 

(e) ACCESS TO WIRELESS SERVICE IN METRO-
RAIL SYSTEM.— 

(1) REQUIRING TRANSIT AUTHORITY TO PRO-
VIDE ACCESS TO SERVICE.—No amounts may 
be provided to the Transit Authority pursu-
ant to the authorization under this section 
unless the Transit Authority ensures that 
customers of the rail service of the Transit 
Authority have access within the rail system 
to services provided by any licensed wireless 
provider that notifies the Transit Authority 
(in accordance with such procedures as the 
Transit Authority may adopt) of its intent 
to offer service to the public, in accordance 
with the following timetable: 

(A) Not later than 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, in the 20 under-
ground rail station platforms with the high-
est volume of passenger traffic. 

(B) Not later than 4 years after such date, 
throughout the rail system. 

(2) ACCESS OF WIRELESS PROVIDERS TO SYS-
TEM FOR UPGRADES AND MAINTENANCE.—No 
amounts may be provided to the Transit Au-
thority pursuant to the authorization under 
this section unless the Transit Authority en-
sures that each licensed wireless provider 

who provides service to the public within the 
rail system pursuant to paragraph (1) has ac-
cess to the system on an ongoing basis (sub-
ject to such restrictions as the Transit Au-
thority may impose to ensure that such ac-
cess will not unduly impact rail operations 
or threaten the safety of customers or em-
ployees of the rail system) to carry out 
emergency repairs, routine maintenance, and 
upgrades to the service. 

(3) PERMITTING REASONABLE AND CUS-
TOMARY CHARGES.—Nothing in this sub-
section may be construed to prohibit the 
Transit Authority from requiring a licensed 
wireless provider to pay reasonable and cus-
tomary charges for access granted under this 
subsection. 

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
each of the 3 years thereafter, the Transit 
Authority shall submit to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the implemen-
tation of this subsection. 

(5) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘licensed wireless provider’’ means any 
provider of wireless services who is operating 
pursuant to a Federal license to offer such 
services to the public for profit. 

(f) AMOUNT.—There are authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for grants under this section an aggre-
gate amount not to exceed $1,500,000,000 to be 
available in increments over 10 fiscal years 
beginning in fiscal year 2009, or until ex-
pended. 

(g) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated 
pursuant to the authorization under this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 295, noes 127, 
not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 398] 

AYES—295 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 

Butterfield 
Buyer 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 

Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 

Fossella 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 

Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pickering 
Platts 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Regula 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 

Sánchez, Linda 
T. 

Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiahrt 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOES—127 

Akin 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bean 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Boozman 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 

Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Feeney 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gingrey 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 

Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McHenry 
McKeon 
Miller (FL) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Poe 
Price (GA) 
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Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Reynolds 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 

Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Souder 
Stearns 

Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—11 

Blackburn 
Braley (IA) 
Flake 
Gillibrand 
Hulshof 

Loebsack 
McCrery 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Ortiz 

Rush 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Two 
minutes are remaining to vote. 

b 1415 

Messrs. KELLER of Florida, HAYES 
and COLE of Oklahoma changed their 
vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. GOODLATTE and SHUSTER 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute, as 
amended. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I have a motion to recommit at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the 
gentleman opposed to the bill? 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Yes, in its 
current form. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Davis of Kentucky moves to recommit 

the bill H.R. 6003 to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the House 
promptly in the form to which perfected at 
the time of this motion, with the following 
amendment: 

In title II, add at the end the following new 
section (and amend the table of contents ac-
cordingly): 
SEC. 225. LOCOMOTIVE ALTERNATIVE FUEL 

STUDY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

Federal Railroad Administration, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Energy and 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, shall conduct a study to 
determine the extent to which freight and 
passenger rail operators could use domesti-
cally available alternative fuels to power 
their locomotive fleets and other vehicles 
that operate on rail tracks. 

(b) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘domestically available alter-
native fuels’’ means fuels that are derived 

from coal, oil shale, oil sands, natural gas, 
methane, or butanol and are available within 
the United States. 

(c) FACTORS.—In conducting the study, the 
Federal Railroad Administration shall con-
sider— 

(1) the energy intensity of various alter-
native fuels compared to diesel fuel; 

(2) the cost of purchasing and the domestic 
availability of alternative fuels; 

(3) the public benefits derived from the use 
of such fuels; and 

(4) the effect of alternative fuel use on rel-
evant locomotive and other vehicle perform-
ance. 

(d) LOCOMOTIVE TESTING.—As part of the 
study, the Federal Railroad Administration 
shall test locomotive engine performance 
and emissions using alternative fuels. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration shall transmit 
the results of this study to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the motion be considered 
as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I object. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk continued to read. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Kentucky is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008 will expand 
transportation options for some com-
muters. It doesn’t address the under-
lying problem affecting all Americans. 

The current energy climate has high-
lighted the critical need for America to 
develop a national energy strategy 
that will promote energy independ-
ence. We can no longer rely on unstable 
foreign entities to supply us with the 
resources we need to keep our country 
running. We need to use American re-
sources to meet American energy 
needs. 

Although section 219 of H.R. 6003 au-
thorizes $1 million to the Department 
of Transportation to study the poten-
tial for renewable biofuels, the bill 
makes no mention of utilizing the huge 
proven resources that we have in this 
country at our fingertips. We need to 
address the underlying and immediate 
issues of increasing our domestic sup-
ply of energy to reduce prices. This 
MTR would expand the scope of the 
study to include those American re-
sources that are now available, like 
coal, natural gas and oil shale. 

One year ago, Amtrak was buying 
fuel for $2.19 a gallon. As of May 22, 
2008, Amtrak was forced to pay $4.26 a 
gallon. This dubious milestone was 
achieved 776 days after the current 
Speaker of the House stated that 
Democrats had a commonsense plan to 
bring down skyrocketing fuel prices. 
That plan has yet to materialize, and a 

new CNN poll shows that 86 percent of 
our citizens believe that gas prices will 
hit $5 a gallon this summer. 

Indeed, the majority has pursued a 
misguided energy strategy that 
tightens the vice on American con-
sumers in the form of higher taxes and 
higher energy prices. Frankly, we need 
to use American resources for Ameri-
cans now. While I don’t object to public 
transportation as a sound alternative 
to commuting by car, expanding Am-
trak service still doesn’t lessen our de-
pendency on foreign oil. 

Skyrocketing fuel prices are affect-
ing every aspect of our daily lives. We 
all know the impact it is having on our 
family budgets. But it is also having a 
dramatic impact on many other budg-
ets, ranging from school districts to 
local governments to the Armed 
Forces. Even Amtrak’s budget is bal-
looning with these increasing prices. 
Their fuel budget for 2008 has increased 
from $125 million to $215 million. 

In the areas where American budgets 
are being hardest hit by gas prices, 
consuming 16 percent of gross income, 
they have very little access to Amtrak. 
How does this bill help those Ameri-
cans deal with our energy prices? 

My constituents can literally no 
longer afford the empty promises and 
failed policies of this Congress. What 
we need now is an action plan that fo-
cuses on real solutions that use real re-
sources to address our short and long- 
term needs, putting all the options on 
the table to be considered. It will un-
leash American innovation, create 
American jobs and lower prices for 
American consumers. 

We need to focus on increasing our 
domestic energy supply by exploring 
the resources that rest at our finger-
tips on the Outer Continental Shelf and 
in the Alaskan National Wildlife Re-
serve. These resources could signifi-
cantly increase our domestic oil pro-
duction and supply a considerable 
amount of our energy needs. Yet the 
Democratic majority refuses to allow 
the American people to access re-
sources that are on their own soil. I 
echo the recent declaration that we 
need to drill here, we need to drill now, 
and then we will pay less. 

We need to promote the research and 
development of renewable resources 
while investigating the potential for 
alternative fuels developed from coal- 
to-liquids, hydrogen, and other new 
technologies to lessen our dependency 
on foreign oil supply shocks. 

Congress has been historically short-
sighted about the use of our most 
abundant fuel, coal, to boost our en-
ergy supply. The United States is esti-
mated to have 40 times the amount of 
energy stored in coal reserves than we 
have in our domestic oil reserves. 
American coal resources in Kentucky, 
Indiana and Illinois exceed the oil re-
sources of Saudi Arabia and is an excel-
lent source for American energy. With 
oil prices heading towards $150 a barrel, 
how can we not afford to explore our 
own domestic resources? 
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The leaders of this Congress have 

proven themselves to be out of touch, 
turning blindly away from any attempt 
to relieve the American people of their 
burden with practical solutions. We 
need to lower prices for the American 
people. By continually refusing to rec-
ognize the problem at hand, the Demo-
cratic majority is causing irrevocable 
harm to our Nation. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
the motion to recommit the bill to 
broaden the Locomotive Alternative 
Fuel Study to include American re-
serves that will increase domestic oil 
supply, reduce costs and make us more 
independent from foreign oil. The best 
thing that we can do for Amtrak is to 
lower fuel prices. If we use our re-
sources for Americans, we can ignite a 
third industrial revolution that will 
create millions of jobs and provide a 
future for our children. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

in opposition to the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Minnesota is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, this is 
only a halfhearted attempt. If it were a 
wholehearted attempt, the motion 
would have included soybean oil and 
ethanol and it would have included the 
word ‘‘forthwith’’ and we could have 
accepted it. In fact, if the gentleman 
had come to the committee, both the 
Republican and Democratic side of the 
committee in the course of consider-
ation of the bill, if he were serious 
about this matter, we would have in-
cluded it in our section 219, Loco-
motive Biofuel Study. There is no rea-
son we couldn’t include all of what the 
gentleman is saying, plus additional 
items. But I think by using the word 
‘‘promptly,’’ clearly this is just an-
other gesture, a political gesture, to 
sidetrack the bill. Sending it back to 
committee simply delays the benefits 
of Amtrak. 

We have worked diligently over the 
better part of a year-and-a-half, Repub-
licans and Democrats together on the 
committee, and fashioned a wide-rang-
ing proposition for the future of inter- 
city passenger rail in America, intro-
ducing extraordinary reforms that 
have not been considered or have been 
rejected in the past. We have included 
those in this bill. 

We include a locomotive biofuel 
study. We require locomotive testing. 
We require a report. We require it to be 
done in a very specific period of time. 
We also require a study on the use of 
bio-based lubricants for Amtrak to use. 

b 1430 

In fact, soybean-derived fuel is being 
used by the freight rail sector in what 
is known as Green Goat technology, 
Green Goat locomotives and freight 
rail makeup switchyards with great 
success. 

The Green Goat technology using 
soybean-based fuel is reducing particu-
late emissions in rail makeup yards re-

ducing noise and also reducing cost of 
maintenance of locomotives because 
the fuel also provides lubricating qual-
ity to a locomotive engine. 

Furthermore, to insist that we move 
on this amendment—I think an earlier 
version I saw would have required im-
plementation immediately—Amtrak 
has warranties with General Electric, 
who produces the P42 locomotives for 
Amtrak’s fleet. That’s the backbone of 
their diesel locomotive fleet. 

To force Amtrak to rush into apply-
ing some not-yet proven technology 
would vitiate the warranties, would in-
crease the cost, would subject Amtrak 
having to absorb all the costs instead 
of GE, the locomotive engine producer, 
absorbing the costs. 

Again, I say we are very accommo-
dating on this committee. We want 
good ideas. We would have welcomed 
the gentleman’s ideas in the fashioning 
of the legislation. In fact, if this had 
been a forthwith motion, we could have 
accepted it with an amendment to in-
clude biodiesel fuel, soybean-based 
fuel. 

But the way it’s fashioned simply 
sidetracks the very good bill, the ex-
traordinary progress we have made 
with bringing passenger high-speed rail 
service to all of America. This is a 
transformational moment, this Am-
trak legislation, a transformational 
moment in American transportation to 
bring our country into the first world 
of intercity high-speed passenger rail 
service, to make changes in the way 
Amtrak operates, to invite the private 
sector in to be a partner in fashioning 
a future for Amtrak. 

Don’t sidetrack it with this frivolous 
motion that comes way late in the 
process and is not serious at all in its 
purpose. If it were serious at all in its 
purpose, it would have come to the 
committee, we would have done some-
thing about it, we would have included 
this language earlier on in the bill. 

Oppose the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX, 
this 15-minute vote on the motion to 
recommit will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on passage of H.R. 6003; the mo-
tion to refer House Resolution 1258; and 
the motion to suspend the rules on H. 
Res. 1235. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 194, nays 
230, not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 399] 

YEAS—194 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 

Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hill 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 

Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—230 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 

Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 

DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5265 June 11, 2008 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 

McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Platts 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 

Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weller 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—9 

Braley (IA) 
Flake 
Gillibrand 

Hulshof 
Loebsack 
McCrery 

Ortiz 
Rush 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Two minutes remain on this 
vote. 

b 1453 

Messrs. HILL and YOUNG of Alaska 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 311, nays 
104, not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 400] 

YEAS—311 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 

Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 

Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 

Blumenauer 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Buyer 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Drake 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hayes 
Herseth Sandlin 

Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 

Petri 
Pickering 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—104 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Bachmann 
Barrett (SC) 
Barton (TX) 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Conaway 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Doolittle 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Emerson 
Everett 
Feeney 

Forbes 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 
Gingrey 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McHenry 
McKeon 
Miller (FL) 
Miller, Gary 
Myrick 

Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Pitts 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Stearns 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Walberg 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 

NOT VOTING—18 

Bartlett (MD) 
Braley (IA) 
Butterfield 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Flake 
Gillibrand 

Green, Al 
Gutierrez 
Hulshof 
Kaptur 
King (IA) 
Loebsack 

McCrery 
Musgrave 
Ortiz 
Rush 
Stark 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members should note there is 
less than 1 minute to vote. 

b 1459 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 400, I inadvertently failed to vote. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 6003, PAS-
SENGER RAIL INVESTMENT AND 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of H.R. 6003, the Clerk be author-
ized to correct section numbers, punc-
tuation, cross-references, and make 
such other technical and conforming 
changes as may be necessary to accu-
rately reflect the actions of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue. 

There was no objection. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5266 June 11, 2008 
IMPEACHING GEORGE W. BUSH, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, OF HIGH CRIMES AND 
MISDEMEANORS 

MOTION TO REFER OFFERED BY MR. KUCINICH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of June 
10, 2008, the unfinished business is the 
question on the motion to refer House 
Resolution 1258 offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) which 
the Chair will put de novo. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to refer. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 251, noes 166, 
not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 401] 

AYES—251 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 

DeLauro 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Fossella 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 

Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 

Olver 
Pallone 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Reichert 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 

Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 

Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 

NOES—166 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Forbes 

Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Granger 
Graves 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Keller 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nunes 
Pearce 

Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—16 

Braley (IA) 
Cohen 
Flake 
Gillibrand 
Goodlatte 
Hulshof 

King (IA) 
Latham 
Loebsack 
McCrery 
Neugebauer 
Ortiz 

Pascrell 
Rush 
Sessions 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

DOYLE) (during the vote). There is 1 
minute remaining on this vote. 

b 1508 

Mr. KELLER of Florida changed his 
vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the motion to refer was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, this after-

noon I missed rollcall Vote 401, a vote on re-
ferring H. Res. 1258 to committee. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on rollcall Vote 401. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I was de-
tained while attempting to reach the House 
floor to cast my vote on rollcall 401 earlier this 
afternoon. Had I been able to reach the floor 
before the vote was closed, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

NATIONAL D-DAY REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1235, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1235. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 406, nays 0, 
not voting 27, as follows: 

[Roll No. 402] 

YEAS—406 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 

Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 

Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
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Filner 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Lipinski 

LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 

Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—27 

Boucher 
Braley (IA) 

Cardoza 
Cohen 

Crowley 
Flake 

Gillibrand 
Hulshof 
Israel 
Jones (NC) 
Kucinich 
Linder 
Loebsack 

Maloney (NY) 
Marshall 
McCrery 
Miller, George 
Ortiz 
Pearce 
Rahall 

Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Shea-Porter 
Sutton 
Tancredo 
Weiner 
Whitfield (KY) 

b 1515 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested, a bill of the House 
of the following title: 

H.R. 3179. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to authorize the use of Federal 
supply schedules for the acquisition of law 
enforcement, security, and certain other re-
lated items by State and local governments. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
a bill of the House of the following 
title: 

H.R. 634. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of veterans who became disabled for life 
while serving in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

f 

EMERGENCY EXTENDED UNEM-
PLOYMENT COMPENSATION ACT 
OF 2008 
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5749) to provide for a program of 
emergency unemployment compensa-
tion, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5749 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Emergency Extended Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 2008’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Federal-State agreements. 
Sec. 3. Emergency unemployment com-

pensation account. 
Sec. 4. Payments to States having agree-

ments for the payment of emer-
gency unemployment com-
pensation. 

Sec. 5. Financing provisions. 
Sec. 6. Fraud and overpayments. 
Sec. 7. Definitions. 
Sec. 8. Applicability. 
SEC. 2. FEDERAL-STATE AGREEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any State which desires 
to do so may enter into and participate in an 
agreement under this Act with the Secretary 
of Labor (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’). Any State which is a party to an 
agreement under this Act may, upon pro-
viding 30 days’ written notice to the Sec-
retary, terminate such agreement. 

(b) PROVISIONS OF AGREEMENT.—Any agree-
ment under subsection (a) shall provide that 
the State agency of the State will make pay-
ments of emergency unemployment com-
pensation to individuals who— 

(1) have exhausted all rights to regular 
compensation under the State law or under 
Federal law with respect to a benefit year 
(excluding any benefit year that ended be-
fore May 1, 2007); 

(2) have no rights to regular compensation 
or extended compensation with respect to a 
week under such law or any other State un-
employment compensation law or to com-
pensation under any other Federal law (ex-
cept as provided under subsection (e)); and 

(3) are not receiving compensation with re-
spect to such week under the unemployment 
compensation law of Canada. 

(c) EXHAUSTION OF BENEFITS.—For purposes 
of subsection (b)(1), an individual shall be 
deemed to have exhausted such individual’s 
rights to regular compensation under a State 
law when— 

(1) no payments of regular compensation 
can be made under such law because such in-
dividual has received all regular compensa-
tion available to such individual based on 
employment or wages during such individ-
ual’s base period; or 

(2) such individual’s rights to such com-
pensation have been terminated by reason of 
the expiration of the benefit year with re-
spect to which such rights existed. 

(d) WEEKLY BENEFIT AMOUNT, ETC.—For 
purposes of any agreement under this Act— 

(1) the amount of emergency unemploy-
ment compensation which shall be payable 
to any individual for any week of total un-
employment shall be equal to the amount of 
the regular compensation (including depend-
ents’ allowances) payable to such individual 
during such individual’s benefit year under 
the State law for a week of total unemploy-
ment; 

(2) the terms and conditions of the State 
law which apply to claims for regular com-
pensation and to the payment thereof shall 
apply to claims for emergency unemploy-
ment compensation and the payment there-
of, except where otherwise inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act or with the regula-
tions or operating instructions of the Sec-
retary promulgated to carry out this Act; 
and 

(3) the maximum amount of emergency un-
employment compensation payable to any 
individual for whom an emergency unem-
ployment compensation account is estab-
lished under section 3 shall not exceed the 
amount established in such account for such 
individual. 

(e) ELECTION BY STATES.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of Federal law (and if 
State law permits), the Governor of a State 
that is in an extended benefit period may 
provide for the payment of emergency unem-
ployment compensation prior to extended 
compensation to individuals who otherwise 
meet the requirements of this section. 

(f) UNAUTHORIZED ALIENS INELIGIBLE.—A 
State shall require as a condition of eligi-
bility for emergency unemployment com-
pensation under this Act that each alien who 
receives such compensation must be legally 
authorized to work in the United States, as 
defined for purposes of the Federal Unem-
ployment Tax Act (26 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.). In 
determining whether an alien meets the re-
quirements of this subsection, a State must 
follow the procedures provided in section 
1137(d) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1320b–7(d)). 

SEC. 3. EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION ACCOUNT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any agreement under 
this Act shall provide that the State will es-
tablish, for each eligible individual who files 
an application for emergency unemployment 
compensation, an emergency unemployment 
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compensation account with respect to such 
individual’s benefit year. 

(b) AMOUNT IN ACCOUNT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount established in 

an account under subsection (a) shall be 
equal to the lesser of— 

(A) 50 percent of the total amount of reg-
ular compensation (including dependents’ al-
lowances) payable to the individual during 
the individual’s benefit year under such law, 
or 

(B) 13 times the individual’s average week-
ly benefit amount for the benefit year. 

(2) WEEKLY BENEFIT AMOUNT.—For purposes 
of this subsection, an individual’s weekly 
benefit amount for any week is the amount 
of regular compensation (including depend-
ents’ allowances) under the State law pay-
able to such individual for such week for 
total unemployment. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section, if, at the 
time that the individual’s account is ex-
hausted or at any time thereafter, such indi-
vidual’s State is in an extended benefit pe-
riod (as determined under paragraph (2)), 
then, such account shall be augmented by an 
amount equal to the amount originally es-
tablished in such account (as determined 
under subsection (b)(1)). 

(2) EXTENDED BENEFIT PERIOD.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), a State shall be con-
sidered to be in an extended benefit period, 
as of any given time, if— 

(A) such a period is then in effect for such 
State under the Federal-State Extended Un-
employment Compensation Act of 1970; 

(B) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if section 
203(d) of such Act— 

(i) were applied by substituting ‘‘4’’ for ‘‘5’’ 
each place it appears; and 

(ii) did not include the requirement under 
paragraph (1)(A); or 

(C) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if— 

(i) section 203(f) of such Act were applied to 
such State (regardless of whether the State 
by law had provided for such application); 
and 

(ii) such section 203(f)— 
(I) were applied by substituting ‘‘6.0’’ for 

‘‘6.5’’ in paragraph (1)(A)(i); and 
(II) did not include the requirement under 

paragraph (1)(A)(ii). 
SEC. 4. PAYMENTS TO STATES HAVING AGREE-

MENTS FOR THE PAYMENT OF 
EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION. 

(a) GENERAL RULE.—There shall be paid to 
each State that has entered into an agree-
ment under this Act an amount equal to 100 
percent of the emergency unemployment 
compensation paid to individuals by the 
State pursuant to such agreement. 

(b) TREATMENT OF REIMBURSABLE COM-
PENSATION.—No payment shall be made to 
any State under this section in respect of 
any compensation to the extent the State is 
entitled to reimbursement in respect of such 
compensation under the provisions of any 
Federal law other than this Act or chapter 85 
of title 5, United States Code. A State shall 
not be entitled to any reimbursement under 
such chapter 85 in respect of any compensa-
tion to the extent the State is entitled to re-
imbursement under this Act in respect of 
such compensation. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT.—Sums pay-
able to any State by reason of such State 
having an agreement under this Act shall be 
payable, either in advance or by way of reim-
bursement (as may be determined by the 
Secretary), in such amounts as the Secretary 
estimates the State will be entitled to re-
ceive under this Act for each calendar 
month, reduced or increased, as the case may 

be, by any amount by which the Secretary 
finds that the Secretary’s estimates for any 
prior calendar month were greater or less 
than the amounts which should have been 
paid to the State. Such estimates may be 
made on the basis of such statistical, sam-
pling, or other method as may be agreed 
upon by the Secretary and the State agency 
of the State involved. 
SEC. 5. FINANCING PROVISIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Funds in the extended un-
employment compensation account (as es-
tablished by section 905(a) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1105(a))) of the Unem-
ployment Trust Fund (as established by sec-
tion 904(a) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1104(a))) 
shall be used for the making of payments to 
States having agreements entered into under 
this Act. 

(b) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall 
from time to time certify to the Secretary of 
the Treasury for payment to each State the 
sums payable to such State under this Act. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, prior to audit 
or settlement by the Government Account-
ability Office, shall make payments to the 
State in accordance with such certification, 
by transfers from the extended unemploy-
ment compensation account (as so estab-
lished) to the account of such State in the 
Unemployment Trust Fund (as so estab-
lished). 

(c) ASSISTANCE TO STATES.—There are ap-
propriated out of the employment security 
administration account (as established by 
section 901(a) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1101(a))) of the Unemployment Trust 
Fund, without fiscal year limitation, such 
funds as may be necessary for purposes of as-
sisting States (as provided in title III of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 501 et seq.)) in 
meeting the costs of administration of agree-
ments under this Act. 

(d) APPROPRIATIONS FOR CERTAIN PAY-
MENTS.—There are appropriated from the 
general fund of the Treasury, without fiscal 
year limitation, to the extended unemploy-
ment compensation account (as so estab-
lished) of the Unemployment Trust Fund (as 
so established) such sums as the Secretary 
estimates to be necessary to make the pay-
ments under this section in respect of— 

(1) compensation payable under chapter 85 
of title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) compensation payable on the basis of 
services to which section 3309(a)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 applies. 
Amounts appropriated pursuant to the pre-
ceding sentence shall not be required to be 
repaid. 
SEC. 6. FRAUD AND OVERPAYMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If an individual know-
ingly has made, or caused to be made by an-
other, a false statement or representation of 
a material fact, or knowingly has failed, or 
caused another to fail, to disclose a material 
fact, and as a result of such false statement 
or representation or of such nondisclosure 
such individual has received an amount of 
emergency unemployment compensation 
under this Act to which he was not entitled, 
such individual— 

(1) shall be ineligible for further emer-
gency unemployment compensation under 
this Act in accordance with the provisions of 
the applicable State unemployment com-
pensation law relating to fraud in connection 
with a claim for unemployment compensa-
tion; and 

(2) shall be subject to prosecution under 
section 1001 of title 18, United States Code. 

(b) REPAYMENT.—In the case of individuals 
who have received amounts of emergency un-
employment compensation under this Act to 
which they were not entitled, the State shall 
require such individuals to repay the 
amounts of such emergency unemployment 

compensation to the State agency, except 
that the State agency may waive such repay-
ment if it determines that— 

(1) the payment of such emergency unem-
ployment compensation was without fault on 
the part of any such individual; and 

(2) such repayment would be contrary to 
equity and good conscience. 

(c) RECOVERY BY STATE AGENCY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The State agency may re-

cover the amount to be repaid, or any part 
thereof, by deductions from any emergency 
unemployment compensation payable to 
such individual under this Act or from any 
unemployment compensation payable to 
such individual under any State or Federal 
unemployment compensation law adminis-
tered by the State agency or under any other 
Federal law administered by the State agen-
cy which provides for the payment of any as-
sistance or allowance with respect to any 
week of unemployment, during the 3-year pe-
riod after the date such individuals received 
the payment of the emergency unemploy-
ment compensation to which they were not 
entitled, except that no single deduction 
may exceed 50 percent of the weekly benefit 
amount from which such deduction is made. 

(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING.—No repay-
ment shall be required, and no deduction 
shall be made, until a determination has 
been made, notice thereof and an oppor-
tunity for a fair hearing has been given to 
the individual, and the determination has be-
come final. 

(d) REVIEW.—Any determination by a State 
agency under this section shall be subject to 
review in the same manner and to the same 
extent as determinations under the State un-
employment compensation law, and only in 
that manner and to that extent. 
SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act, the terms ‘‘compensation’’, 
‘‘regular compensation’’, ‘‘extended com-
pensation’’, ‘‘benefit year’’, ‘‘base period’’, 
‘‘State’’, ‘‘State agency’’, ‘‘State law’’, and 
‘‘week’’ have the respective meanings given 
such terms under section 205 of the Federal- 
State Extended Unemployment Compensa-
tion Act of 1970 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note). 
SEC. 8. APPLICABILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), an agreement entered into 
under this Act shall apply to weeks of unem-
ployment— 

(1) beginning after the date on which such 
agreement is entered into; and 

(2) ending on or before March 31, 2009. 
(b) TRANSITION FOR AMOUNT REMAINING IN 

ACCOUNT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) 

and (3), in the case of an individual who has 
amounts remaining in an account estab-
lished under section 3 as of the last day of 
the last week (as determined in accordance 
with the applicable State law) ending on or 
before March 31, 2009, emergency unemploy-
ment compensation shall continue to be pay-
able to such individual from such amounts 
for any week beginning after such last day 
for which the individual meets the eligibility 
requirements of this Act. 

(2) LIMIT ON AUGMENTATION.—If the account 
of an individual is exhausted after the last 
day of such last week (as so determined), 
then section 3(c) shall not apply and such ac-
count shall not be augmented under such 
section, regardless of whether such individ-
ual’s State is in an extended benefit period 
(as determined under paragraph (2) of such 
section). 

(3) LIMIT ON COMPENSATION.—No compensa-
tion shall be payable by reason of paragraph 
(1) for any week beginning after June 30, 
2009. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
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New York (Mr. RANGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from New York. 

Mr. RANGEL. I would ask unanimous 
consent that at the conclusion of my 
very brief remarks, that my time be 
yielded to Mr. MCDERMOTT who worked 
so desperately hard with Mr. ENGLISH 
to prepare this Congress to do what has 
to be done for a crisis that we hoped we 
would never have to experience. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RANGEL. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I stand before you not 

as a Democrat speaking to Repub-
licans, but as an American who recog-
nizes that if I had to think of one of 
the most important assets that our 
country has had, after we talked about 
our flag, our military, our democracy, 
I think that we all would agree it’s our 
middle class. They’re different from 
most people. They’re not recognized 
worldwide. They’re not the rich. 
They’re not the poor. They’re people 
who struggle every day. But it’s their 
dreams, I think, that make us different 
from any other country and any other 
democracy knowing that in this coun-
try there is no glass ceiling. 

And no matter what we accomplish, 
that we could dream for our kids and 
for our grandkids, today, through no 
fault of their own, this dream is being 
shattered. It’s being shattered by the 
deficits. It’s being shattered by war. 
It’s being shattered by losing our kids, 
losing our jobs, losing our hope, in-
creased price of oil; and people are con-
cerned about where do we go from here. 
I suggest to you that no one can chal-
lenge the fact that this country cannot 
go any further than our middle class. 

So it’s up to us to find out how do we 
handle this and how to explain, at a 
time when they’re at most need, not 
just in terms of dollars and cents but 
in hopes that this country is going to 
pull out of this as we have in the past. 

So what did Mr. MCDERMOTT and 
Congressman ENGLISH do? They said no 
matter what happens in this country, 
whether we win or lose, you can depend 
on one thing: We will not give up on 
the American middle class. Now, you 
could talk about deficits and trust 
funds, you could talk about PAYGO, 
you could talk about anything; but 
you’re not going to let this country 
drown because of technicalities. 

The middle class is there when we 
need them. They’re there to consume 
and to buy if they have to. They’re 
there to fight and die in our wars. And 
now comes an opportunity where we 
come here together and we say it’s not 
much, we’ve got to struggle to repair 
the economic damage, but in the mean-
time, those of you who have worked 
every day, those of you who we’ve not 
said ‘‘thank you’’ to, we’re saying that 
we’re going to be there because 

through no fault of your own, our coun-
try has let you down. 

I yield back for the technical things, 
but I do hope when we get back home 
that all of us can say, We didn’t do ev-
erything that we wanted to, but at the 
time this bill came up for suspension, 
we were there for you. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, before I begin my re-
marks, first I want to say on behalf of 
all of my colleagues our thoughts and 
prayers are with our good friend and 
distinguished ranking member of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, 
Congressman JIM MCCRERY. Mr. 
MCCRERY is not with us today, and he 
and his family mourn the untimely 
passing of JIM’s sister. Our thoughts 
are with Congressman MCCRERY and 
his entire family. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here in support 
of extending unemployment benefits, 
and I have sponsored legislation to ac-
complish that goal. All Republican 
members of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee supported extending benefits 
when our committee considered this 
legislation in April. But today I rise in 
opposition to the legislation that’s be-
fore the House today which includes a 
radical departure from long-standing 
Federal policy when it comes to the 
balance between work and extended 
benefits. And I am especially opposed 
to the cynical election-year maneu-
vering reflected in how the House is 
considering this important issue today. 

Federal law since 1981 has required at 
least 20 weeks of work before collecting 
Federal-extended benefits. The tem-
porary program created in 2002 contin-
ued this commonsense policy. I believe 
requiring at least 20 weeks of work to 
qualify for Federal extended unemploy-
ment benefits is perfectly fair, but the 
majority of Democrats do not. So the 
legislation before us today makes a 
radical departure from 27 years of Fed-
eral policy by striking the common-
sense 20-week work requirement. 

Ironically, nearly every Democratic 
Member in the House supported this 
same requirement as part of the tem-
porary program Congress created in 
2002. Yet today, without a single hear-
ing on this topic, this legislation would 
strike that sensible long-standing re-
quirement. 

So under this legislation, some indi-
viduals will receive 12 months of total 
unemployment benefits after having 
worked for as little as 2 weeks in some 
cases before being laid off. Does the 
majority think that this is fair to tax-
payers to pay 12 months of unemploy-
ment benefits in exchange for less than 
1 month of work? 

Since the 1930s, unemployment bene-
fits have been paid to those strongly 
attached to the workforce. That’s the 
logic behind expecting at least 20 
weeks of work before layoff for those 
who go on to collect Federal-extended 
benefits. It is not too much to expect 
someone who has worked for at least 20 

weeks to collect up to 12 months of un-
employment benefits. 

What makes this worse, this legisla-
tion is being considered under rules 
that prevent any opportunities for 
amendments, that prevent any oppor-
tunities for substitutes or other ave-
nues to correct what we believe is a se-
rious error in this radical approach. 

The way this bill is being considered 
is under a process usually reserved for 
naming post offices and honoring 
sports teams. In the past 2 years, this 
House has named 87 post offices using 
this process, and today by using this 
same process, House majority leaders 
trivialize the important issue of ex-
tending unemployment benefits to 
those who are hurting. And it didn’t 
have to be this way. 

Every Republican on the Ways and 
Means Committee supported extending 
unemployment benefits in some fash-
ion 2 months ago. And I suspect almost 
every Member of this House shares 
that view today. The only disagree-
ment involves whether there should be 
a minimum work requirement, among 
other important details. 

But 2 months, again that’s 2 months 
after this so-called emergency legisla-
tion was considered in the Ways and 
Means Committee, here we are 2 
months later with the Majority’s 
flawed take-it-or-leave-it approach. 

Mr. Speaker, I recognize many work-
ers are hurting. I continue to support 
extending help to those who need it 
most. Unfortunately, the bill before us 
insists on paying extended unemploy-
ment benefits even to those who have 
worked for only a fraction of the time 
they will collect benefits. 

This radical policy is a departure 
from current law, a 27-year-old bipar-
tisan policy, and that’s simply not 
right. And the way this legislation is 
being considered is an affront to all 
Americans. This bill was brought di-
rectly to the floor without as much as 
a hearing in committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a letter here 
from the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent stating the President’s position. 
The administration strongly opposes 
this legislation, H.R. 5479, and they 
state that if it were presented to the 
President, the senior advisers would 
recommend that he veto the bill. 

I place it into the RECORD at this 
time. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI-
DENT, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND BUDGET, 

Washington, DC, June 11, 2008. 

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY—H.R. 
5749—EMERGENCY EXTENDED UNEMPLOY-
MENT COMPENSATION ACT OF 2008—(REP. 
MCDERMOTT (D) WASHINGTON AND 36 CO-
SPONSORS) 
The Administration is deeply committed 

to continually fostering an environment 
where every American who wants a job has a 
job. The Administration believes the best 
way to help workers is to create an environ-
ment that encourages job creation and to 
promote effective job training. To accom-
plish these goals, the Administration urges 
Congress to create more opportunities for 
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American exporters by passing the pending 
free trade agreements with Colombia, Pan-
ama, and South Korea, make permanent the 
President’s tax cuts that will expire over the 
next two years, and reform and reauthorize 
the Trade Adjustment Assistance program 
and the Workforce Investment Act. The Ad-
ministration looks forward to continuing to 
work with Congress to enact these important 
measures. However, the Administration 
strongly opposes H.R. 5749. If H.R. 5749 were 
presented to the President, his senior advi-
sors would recommend that he veto the bill. 

This legislation raises several concerns. 
First, although the unemployment rate has 
recently risen, it remains below the levels 
historically relied on to justify a federally fi-
nanced extension of unemployment benefits. 
The last initiation of temporary extended 
benefits was in 2002 amidst the unprece-
dented events surrounding September 11, 
2001. Other than that special case, extensions 
have generally been granted only when the 
unemployment rate was notably higher than 
it is today, at or above 7 percent. 

Second, this bill would allow the payment 
of up to 13 extra weeks of benefits in every 
State, even though some of those States 
have unemployment rates as low as 2.6 per-
cent. At present, a majority of States have 
unemployment rates at or below 5 percent, 
and it is fiscally irresponsible to provide 
extra benefits in States with low unemploy-
ment rates. In States with higher unemploy-
ment rates, the Federal-State extended bene-
fits program already can provide up to 13 ad-
ditional weeks of benefits to workers who 
have exhausted their regular unemployment 
insurance benefits. As many economists have 
noted, the counterproductive result of a 
broad extension of benefits would be that re-
cipients may remain unemployed for slightly 
longer than they would have otherwise. 

Third, this bill does not contain an impor-
tant provision found in previous Federal ex-
tensions and the permanent Federal-State 
extended benefits law that assures the ben-
efit extension is paid only to individuals who 
have demonstrated a serious attachment to 
the labor force. Since 1981, individuals must 
have 20 weeks of full-time employment to 
qualify for extended unemployment benefits. 
Under this bill, individuals who have worked 
as little as two weeks could qualify for up to 
52 weeks of total unemployment benefits. 
This violates the longstanding requirement 
that extended benefits should be for Ameri-
cans with meaningful work histories. 

Fourth, for purposes of determining wheth-
er a State is considered a ‘‘high unemploy-
ment’’ State in which an extra 13 weeks of 
benefits is payable (for a total of 26 weeks of 
additional benefits), this proposal would use 
a total unemployment rate of 6 percent as 
the trigger for State eligibility. This is, his-
torically, a relatively low number for justi-
fying a full year or more of unemployment 
benefits. 

As an alternative to these ill-targeted and 
costly measures, the Administration could 
support legislation that would offer a 13- 
week extension of Federally financed unem-
ployment benefits to high-unemployment 
States alone. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to vote against this bill so that 
it can be brought back under a rule 
that allows the House to work its will 
and provides an opportunity to include 
a commonsense work requirement that 
does not pay a full year of benefits to 
someone who may have worked for as 
little as 2 weeks. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank Chairman RANGEL 
for his leadership on behalf of the 
American people. 

Every Member in the House is elected 
by the people, and today we’re going to 
find out if Members remember who 
they work for. 

Before us is H.R. 5749, legislation I 
introduced because it’s time the gov-
ernment work for the people and ex-
tend a helping hand to those who need 
a break. Contrary to what you have 
just heard, this bill was heard in the 
committee, was voted on in the com-
mittee, and three members of the Re-
publican Party voted to move it out of 
the Ways and Means Committee. It was 
contained in the supplemental bill, and 
everybody in the House has had an op-
portunity to vote on it and discuss it. 
We are repassing it for the second time. 

Now, this legislation should pass 
without a single vote against it. And 
that’s why it was put on the supple-
mental on the suspension calendar. No 
Member who’s read a newspaper or 
spent any time in a congressional dis-
trict talking to constituents lately 
could possibly miss the fact that the 
economy is in serious trouble and so 
are millions of Americans, and it will 
just keep getting worse until we act. 

Last Friday we saw the largest one- 
month jump in the unemployment rate 
in 22 years. Now does anyone doubt the 
gravity of that situation? Across 
America the unemployment rate is ris-
ing. It’s over 7 percent in Michigan and 
above 6 percent in Alaska and a half a 
dozen other States. 

Eighteen percent of the unemployed 
in this country have not been able to 
find a job for at least 6 months. They 
have exhausted all of their benefits. 
And that is what this bill deals with. 
Everywhere you look, people are wor-
ried about their home and their family 
and their future. And no one feels safe 
no matter where they are. 

The economy has been claimed by 
the Iraq war. This wasteful, needless 
war has undermined our economy and 
put it on a deep, steep downward slide. 
Devastating energy and food prices 
have made the American people be up 
against the wall when businesses are 
shedding jobs to cope. It’s been this 
way for months, and it’s time for some 
relief. 

b 1530 
The White House has been fighting, 

and as Mr. WELLER says, they’ve sent 
down from the administration a letter 
already saying they’re going to veto it. 
Well, that’s the administration. What 
do you expect out of that place? 

This bill would provide 13 weeks of 
extended unemployment benefits to all 
States where people have exhausted 
their regular unemployment. It gives 
another 13 weeks in States where the 
unemployment rate is above 6 percent. 

The usual UI benefit is less than $300 
a week. That’s poverty level assistance 
for a family struggling in an economy 
when gasoline is $4 a gallon. 

There is not a congressional district 
in this country that isn’t feeling the ef-

fects of this downturn. Every Member 
in this Chamber has constituents who 
need help, and they are the workers we 
are working for, presumably. 

This bill is a lifeboat to the Amer-
ican people to stay afloat during in-
creasingly tough economic times. Any-
body who votes against this bill is vot-
ing against reality. They are denying 
it. 

Now, sometimes the American people 
watch this session out of interest, but 
today, they’re watching because 
there’s an urgent need to receive some 
help. 

This issue of the 20 weeks is being 
held up as the reason why I’m going to 
vote against it. The Labor Department 
analyzed the fact that that unduly af-
fects low-wage workers and women be-
cause they work part-time. 

We hear that if you work 2 weeks you 
can get a year’s benefits. Are you say-
ing that the Governor of Illinois or the 
Governor of Michigan or the Governor 
of Pennsylvania is stupid and he’s just 
throwing money out the window? 
These are qualified by the State-level 
people, and you know you can’t give 
me one example of any place—people 
say Oregon, if you work 2 weeks in Or-
egon, you somehow are going to get a 
year’s benefits for 2 weeks. There is no 
State in the Union where that is true. 
Give me one example. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I would note that most House Re-
publicans and the administration have 
stated that we all support an extension 
of unemployment benefits. In fact, the 
letter we just placed in the RECORD 
says the administration would sign 
into law a 13-week extension that is 
targeted, providing the extended bene-
fits that we all would like to see. 

Mr. Speaker, as I prepare to yield to 
my good friend from Michigan, I would 
note that, again, the legislation before 
us is a radical change which eliminates 
the 20-week work requirement to qual-
ify for a full 12 months of unemploy-
ment benefits, and that’s why it’s im-
portant we debate it, and that’s why I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

With that, I yield 1 minute to the dis-
tinguished gentlelady from the State of 
Michigan. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and, Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of this legis-
lation. 

There certainly is no question that 
the American economy is struggling, 
and that is certainly true for my home 
State of Michigan. Michigan working 
families have been hit very, very hard 
by the restructuring, the economic 
transition that’s happening in the do-
mestic auto industry which has cost 
thousands of jobs and closing of fac-
tories. 

A collapse in the housing market and 
skyrocketing gas prices have restricted 
mobility, making it much more dif-
ficult for people to find work. 

And some would argue against this 
bill by saying that it’s an impediment 
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to urging people to actually find work. 
I would say that argument is nonsense. 
People cannot find work if they can’t 
even sell their house. People cannot 
travel long distances to find a job if 
they can’t afford $4 per gallon for gaso-
line. People cannot find a job if there 
are no jobs to be found. 

This legislation will provide all un-
employed workers 13 extra weeks of 
benefits as a bridge to better times, 
and it will give workers in hard-hit 
areas, like my home State of Michigan, 
an additional 13 weeks beyond that. 

I believe that this is a very appro-
priate and compassionate action for 
this Congress to take, and I urge all of 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this critical legislation. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the 
RECORD on H.R. 5749. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. I would also like 

to enter into the RECORD a letter from 
the National Governors Association 
dated May 1, 2008, asking us to extend 
unemployment benefits to exhausted 
unemployment enrollees. 

NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, May 1, 2008. 

Hon. MAX BAUCUS, 
Chairman, Committee on Finance, U.S. Senate, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
Hon. CHARLES GRASSLEY, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Finance, U.S. 

Senate, Washington, DC. 
Hon. JIM MCCRERY, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Ways and 

Means, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN BAUCUS, SENATOR GRASS-
LEY, CHAIRMAN RANGEL AND REPRESENTATIVE 
MCCRERY: On behalf of the nation’s gov-
ernors, we write to express our support for 
an extension of unemployment benefits and 
to request federal assistance for states to 
serve a growing number of jobless individ-
uals. 

In the last month, 36 states experienced an 
increase in the unemployment rate. The na-
tional unemployment rate increased to 5.1 
percent in March 2008. Most notable, how-
ever, is the significant number of individuals 
that are unemployed for 27 weeks or longer, 
thus exhausting all unemployment benefits. 
Today, approximately 16.7 percent of jobless 
individuals are experiencing long-term un-
employment compared to approximately 11 
percent at the beginning of the last reces-
sion. 

Beginning in 1935, a federal-state partner-
ship was formed to create an unemployment 
program that would provide a core stabi-
lizing function during economic downturns 
through short-term income support for job-
less individuals. In prior recessions including 
the economic downturn that began in 2001, 
Congress and the Administration utilized the 
program to extend unemployment benefits 
to jobless individuals. 

At the same time, any proposal to extend 
unemployment benefits must also address 

the reality that states need additional re-
sources to administer unemployment claims 
for a larger number of individuals for a 
longer period of time. This year alone, states 
may have to administer an average of nearly 
400,000 unemployment insurance claims with-
out federal funding. Federal support is need-
ed by state employment and workforce agen-
cies to administer increased initial unem-
ployment claims, to support weekly unem-
ployment benefits, and to provide employ-
ment and training services. 

Given the current economic indicators and 
historical precedent, governors believe it is 
prudent and appropriate for Congress and the 
Administration to enact a temporary feder-
ally funded extension of unemployment in-
surance benefits and to provide a sufficient 
increase in funding for states to assist job-
less individuals during this period of eco-
nomic slowdown. 

We stand ready to work with you and 
thank you for your leadership on this issue 
of national importance. 

Sincerely, 
GOVERNOR DONALD L. 

CARCIERI, 
Chair, Education, 

Early Childhood and 
Workforce Com-
mittee. 

GOVERNOR BRAD HENRY, 
Vice Chair, Education, 

Early Childhood and 
Workforce Com-
mittee. 

I now yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN). 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. It’s estimated that 4 mil-
lion workers, 4 million, would be eligi-
ble under this unemployment exten-
sion, over 1 million who have already 
exhausted and 3 million in the future. 

You know, in previous downturns 
when there were unemployment offices 
giving out checks, we could go there 
and we could talk to the people. That’s 
no longer true in most States, but we 
should not let the absence of real faces 
blur our vision in Washington. 

If you had the 4 million people line 
up, it would extend from Washington, 
D.C., to Denver, Colorado, and we 
should not differentiate as to what 
State they live in. If they’ve exhausted 
their benefits, they should be eligible. 

Mr. WELLER says targeted, that’s 
over 6 percent. It leaves out a majority 
of those who have exhausted their ben-
efits. It’s not targeted. It’s ruthless. 
It’s ruthless. It doesn’t take into ac-
count the lives of people. 

We saw the biggest increase in 20 
years last night, from 5 to 5.5 percent. 
When President Bush signed the exten-
sion in 2002, it was 5.7. So you’re going 
to stand up here now and quibble be-
cause of a difference of two-tenths of 1 
percent, you don’t want to extend ben-
efits. 

The 20-week thing is a Trojan horse. 
It’s another excuse not to step up to 
the plate. 

This is not a political issue. This is a 
people’s issue. The exhaustion rate is 
the highest it’s been at the beginning 
of the past five recessions. I urge on a 
bipartisan basis the passage of this bill. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I would note the previous speaker 

referred to 6 percent as being ruthless. 
That’s actually the formula in the ma-
jority Democrats’ bill. So it was inter-
esting that he criticized his own bill. 

I would also note to my good friend 
from Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) 
that Illinois is actually a State in 
which someone can work 2 weeks and 
actually, under the legislation that’s 
before us, obtain 39 weeks of unemploy-
ment benefits. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to a distinguished member of 
the House Ways and Means Committee, 
Mr. BRADY. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
economically, our Nation is a Nation of 
thirds. One-third of our States face 
steep economic challenges, one-third 
are chugging along with their tradi-
tional economies, and one-third are en-
joying strong job growth and, in fact, 
record low unemployment. 

This measure is well-intended. 
There’s no question about it. But com-
passion isn’t enough. Jobs are what is 
needed. 

Instead of targeting workers in the 
struggling States that need both help 
with their bills and, more importantly, 
a new job, this measure provides no job 
training, no hope to laid off workers, 
workers that I know don’t want a 
handout. They want an opportunity for 
a job that they can raise their families 
on. They want an opportunity for new 
skills. They want opportunities. 

And like many one-size-fits-all Wash-
ington programs, this bill unneces-
sarily drains the precious unemploy-
ment trust fund an extra $8 billion by 
not targeting the help to the States 
and the workers who need it the most. 

For hardworking Americans, though, 
what is most troubling is that this bill 
abandons the minimum work require-
ment that has, in the past, prevented 
the unscrupulous from gaming the sys-
tem. By throwing out this reasonable 
requirement, that you actually have a 
real job before you get job benefits, 
people in some States can work as lit-
tle as 2 weeks and receive government 
paychecks for 1 year. 

Most Americans do the opposite. We 
work for a year, then we receive 2 
weeks of vacation. In this bill, it’s the 
opposite, 2 weeks of work and a year of 
Federal aid. And in fact, while it’s been 
questioned that that isn’t the case, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget 
Office, 4 States allow you to work as 
little as 1 week under some cir-
cumstances to receive benefits. 

And what’s unfortunate, who will pay 
the benefits that have been gamed? 
Hardworking American taxpayers who 
are struggling to make ends meet with 
record fuel prices because this Congress 
refuses to act to open up our resources 
and take more responsibility for Amer-
ica’s own energy needs. 

In conclusion, helping workers who 
need it the most, helping them find 
new jobs and stopping the gaming of 
our Federal aid is a bipartisan goal. 
Unfortunately, this bill fails on all 
counts. 
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to thank Mr. MCDERMOTT for 
yielding and for bringing this nec-
essary piece of legislation to us today. 

It is basic, it is common sense, it is 
the right thing to do. People are call-
ing out. They’re crying out for help. 

They ask, where is the Federal Gov-
ernment? Where is Congress? Which 
side is the government on? What are 
you doing to help the unemployed, peo-
ple who lost their jobs? It’s not their 
fault. What are you doing to help those 
in need, those who need a helping 
hand? What are you doing and doing 
now? 

Mr. Speaker, some of us may not re-
member this, or maybe we never had to 
do it, but just a few short years ago, 
many people in this country washed 
their clothes at night and hung them 
up to a heater or to the fireplace so 
they could dry and wear them to work 
the next morning. I wonder if we’re 
headed back to that reality. People 
need help and they need it now. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s interesting as we debate this 
legislation that some have criticized 
targeted help for those who we would 
like to provide extended unemploy-
ment benefits for, and of course, the 
bill before us actually targets the final 
13 weeks of a year’s worth of unem-
ployment benefits with a 6 percent 
trigger, and it’s also interesting that a 
senior member of the Ways and Means 
Committee from Michigan, Mr. LEVIN, 
labels that 6 percent trigger for that 
targeted approach ‘‘ruthless,’’ a de-
scription that he uses to describe his 
own legislation. I would not use that 
word. 

Before further debating the legisla-
tion which eliminates the 20-week 
work requirement for extended unem-
ployment benefits, Mr. Speaker, can 
you tell us how much time we have re-
maining on both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 8 minutes. The 
gentleman from Washington has 9 min-
utes. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from California and 
a senior Republican in the House Ways 
and Means Committee, Mr. HERGER. 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, like ev-
eryone else in this Chamber, I’m con-
cerned about rising unemployment, but 
this legitimate concern does not justify 
Congress making poor policy. 

I’m concerned that H.R. 5749 signifi-
cantly departs from the long-standing 
Federal policy that workers should 
have meaningful employment before 
collecting extended unemployment 
benefits. By excluding the minimum 20 
weeks of work requirement, this legis-
lation would allow someone with as lit-
tle as 2 weeks of work to qualify for up 
to 52 weeks of unemployment benefits. 
This moves away from the core purpose 
of unemployment benefits and towards 
a welfare-like system. 

In addition, such expansive benefits 
may force States to raise payroll taxes, 
resulting in slower job creation and 
further squeezing workers’ wages. This 
won’t help current workers or unem-
ployed workers in search of new jobs. 

I believe expecting at least 20 weeks 
of work in exchange for 52 weeks of un-
employment benefit is fair to U.S. 
workers and would limit any negative 
impact on job growth and workers’ in-
come. 

Unfortunately, today’s legislation 
doesn’t include this common-sense re-
quirement, even though Democratic 
Members were nearly unanimous in 
supporting this requirement in the leg-
islation creating the 2002–2004 tem-
porary extended benefits program. 
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As a result, while I’m concerned for 
workers in my district and across the 
Nation during this period of economic 
uncertainty, I must oppose this legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no’’ so we can bring this bill back to 
the floor in a form that all Members 
can support. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL). 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 5749. The 
CBO, or the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, recently found that extending un-
employment benefits is one of the most 
cost-effective, fastest acting forms of 
economic stimulus. As a matter of fact, 
it’s estimated that every dollar spent 
on unemployment insurance boasts the 
economy by $1.64. 

My friends, this is a systemic prob-
lem. This is not a footnote; this is not 
an ad lib; this is not something as an 
addendum. We need to face this prob-
lem head on. Forty percent of unem-
ployed workers in 11 States have al-
ready exhausted their unemployment 
insurance. In New Jersey, it’s projected 
that nearly 153,000 workers will deplete 
their regular unemployment benefits 
between now and the next several 
months. There are the unemployed. 
There are those that are under-
employed, who have sought work, have 
found no work, they find themselves 
relegated to no States whatsoever. How 
dare anyone question this legislation 
while people are unemployed! 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, as we continue to debate this rad-
ical change, which eliminates the 20- 
week work requirement to be eligible 
for 12 months of unemployment bene-
fits, I’m happy to yield 3 minutes to 
the distinguished Republican whip of 
the House, Mr. BLUNT of Missouri. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

I, too, share the concerns that, for all 
the time that the House has dealt with 
this whole issue of extended unemploy-
ment benefits going back to 1981, we 
have never before left this up to the 
States to decide how this Federal 
money would be spent. By, in the past, 
saying that you had to meet the 20- 

week requirement, at least every State 
had the same situation that they dealt 
with. 

I would also like to point out, Mr. 
Speaker, that this bill is being consid-
ered under a procedure known as sus-
pension of the rules. Of course you 
know that, Mr. Speaker, but everyone 
who listens to this debate may not. 
Usually that procedure is used for non-
controversial matters. By putting it 
under a suspension of the rules, the so- 
called PAYGO requirement that the 
majority has talked about and 
trumpeted as fiscal discipline doesn’t. 
That’s a requirement where you pay 
for these benefits with a bill you bring 
to the floor. The roughly $10 billion 
cost of this bill is just being added to 
the deficit. 

As we’re well aware, a group of 
Democrats known as the ‘‘Blue Dogs’’ 
has been particularly strong in advo-
cating this PAYGO arrangement, yet 
apparently they’re not going to oppose 
this bill. And the reason appears to me 
to be quite revealing. This morning’s 
CQ Today quotes one of the Blue Dog 
leaders as saying that PAYGO should 
not apply because it’s only a tem-
porary bill. The Member said it’s not a 
bill that’s forever, like the GI benefits 
bill, it’s a short-term thing. So that 
means, I guess, that temporary spend-
ing increases don’t have to be offset. 
Yet these same Blue Dogs have forced 
the House to pass billions of dollars in 
tax increases to extend current tem-
porary tax provisions, like the research 
provisions, the development provisions, 
or the alternative minimum tax patch 
that we’ve been able to use to prevent 
more people from falling into that tax 
trap for some years, or the continu-
ation of being able to deduct local and 
State sales taxes. 

As I’ve said many times, the PAYGO 
provision is a tool that’s used to pro-
mote tax increases. But every time the 
majority wants to figure out how to 
get around it, they seem to be able to 
figure out how to get around it, and 
they have with this bill today. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL). 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, what I 
find most intriguing about this discus-
sion is that those who are unemployed, 
to get this benefit, paid for this insur-
ance policy. This is their money. When 
times were good, they put money away 
to unemployment insurance. And when 
times are bad, they get their insurance 
premiums back, known as unemploy-
ment benefits. It is as simple as that. 
This is their money, those who are un-
employed. 

Second, as my colleagues on the 
other side have forced through and 
agreed to spend $48 billion of U.S. tax-
payer money to rebuild Iraq—their 
roads, their bridges, their schools, 
their hospitals—but when it comes to 
Americans, to give them their unem-
ployment insurance, there isn’t any 
money in the system; you’re breaking 
the bank; you can’t afford it. 
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To those who want to advocate 

spending 13 years, 10 years, a decade, as 
long as it takes in Iraq, I find it ironic 
they find 13 weeks of additional unem-
ployment insurance to help a family 
get through a bump economically as 
too much and too long. 

Mr. Speaker, 8 years is too long for 
George Bush’s economic policies. It’s 
right to give these people the economic 
security they’ve earned and put away. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, as we continue to debate this legis-
lation which eliminates the 20-week 
work requirement to qualify for up to 
12 months of unemployment benefits, I 
would ask, Mr. Speaker, how much 
time remains on each side. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 31⁄2 minutes. 
The gentleman from Washington has 7 
minutes. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I will reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Mrs. JONES). 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
here we are, June 2008. How many peo-
ple do you know are unemployed? How 
many people do you know who have 
been walking, looking for a job, need 
an opportunity, can’t figure out how 
they’re going to pay for gas that costs 
$4 a gallon, milk that costs $3.50, a loaf 
of bread that costs $3? How many peo-
ple do you know like that? 

Why not extend unemployment? Why 
not give these folks an opportunity? 
They were hardworking people. They 
were part of the working class of Amer-
ica, and now are locked out and left 
out of the process. 

In my own congressional district, 
there is a community where the unem-
ployment rate is 11 percent. They want 
to go back to work. What a boom to 
the economy. Give some unemploy-
ment benefits to some folks, let them 
go spend some money and take care of 
their families. If only the Congress 
would do that today, what a significant 
opportunity we would have to bring 
some people out of a morass back into 
an opportunity to do well. 

Pass this legislation, ladies and gen-
tlemen. It’s the right thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to first thank Chairman 
RANGEL and Ranking Member MCCRERY for 
their diligent work to bring this legislation to 
the Floor. Additionally I would like to thank the 
Chair of the Subcommittee on Income Security 
and Family Support, JIM MCDERMOTT and 
Ranking Member WELLER for their leadership 
on this issue. 

In our teetering economy it is often the un-
employed who suffer the most, and it is time 
that Congress take a stand for our Nation’s 
unemployed. The unemployment rate surged 
to 5.5 percent from 5.0 percent—the biggest 
one-month jump in more than two decades 
(since February 1986) and climbing to the 
highest level in nearly four years (October 
2004). 

These are American workers in the most 
vulnerable position—often not able to put food 
on the table for their families on a consistent 
basis. And I will state as I did before we com-
pleted the first stimulus package, that we must 
not forgot those who are not able to find work. 

My State of Ohio does not meet the test 
under the current formula for an extension of 
unemployment benefits. But there are various 
parts of Ohio, including my hometown of 
Cleveland which may by definition have over 
6 percent unemployment. In Ohio, the unem-
ployment rate has gone from 4.5 percent to 
5.3 percent during the Bush Administration. In 
Cuyahoga County, unemployment is currently 
at 6.4 percent. Sadly, there are cities within 
my districts whose numbers are even higher 
than that. Mere technicalities mean nothing 
when you cannot pay rent. 

This condition is prevalent in many areas 
around the country. Many of these workers 
have been displaced by the sweeping tide of 
globalization and are having a hard time find-
ing new employment, or training to transition 
to a different type of job in our new economy. 
Mr. Speaker we must not forget these Ameri-
cans. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the distin-
guished Republican leader of the 
House, Mr. BOEHNER of Ohio. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Let me thank my 
colleague from Illinois for yielding 
time and make clear that I want to 
vote for a bill that extends unemploy-
ment benefits to those who have been 
laid off in areas where we have high un-
employment. But the bill before us is 
not targeted at States where we’ve 
seen the spike in unemployment. I 
mean, we’ve got an unemployment rate 
in Oklahoma, as an example, of about 
2.6 percent, or maybe you could go to, 
I think it’s South Dakota, where the 
unemployment rate is about 2.4 per-
cent. Yet, under this bill, it’s a Federal 
mandate one-size-fits-all for all 50 
States. I just think that if we’re going 
to be serious about spending taxpayer 
money, we ought to target that money 
to those areas where we have high un-
employment and where people need our 
help. 

The bill also eliminates the require-
ment that individuals put in at least 20 
weeks of work to collect extended un-
employment benefits. And when this 
was put into the law, and when we ex-
tended this law in 2002, almost all the 
Democrat members voted to do this. 
And what it means is that some people 
could work as little as 2 weeks and re-
ceive up to 52 weeks of unemployment 
benefits. I don’t think that’s neither 
reasonable, nor is it a good use of lim-
ited taxpayer resources. 

I’m open to extending unemployment 
benefits, but I think this bill that we 
have before us falls far short of what 
we need to do. It’s neither fair to un-
employed workers who truly need our 
help, nor to taxpayers who are going to 
fund it. 

I think we can do better. And before 
we send a final version of this bill to 
the President, I hope that we do better. 
And I hope we will work in a bipartisan 
way to come to an agreement to extend 

unemployment benefits in a reason-
able, responsible way. But in the mean-
time, this bill is not the answer, and I 
would urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, to 
correct something that has just been 
said on the floor, I understand that 
someone may not have read the bill. 
There is no mandate in this bill that 
any State has to do anything. They can 
enter into an agreement with the Fed-
eral Government and take this money. 
They are not forced to do anything. 
And I’m sure every smart Governor 
will figure out what to do. 

I yield 1 minute to Ms. BERKLEY from 
Nevada. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress has taken several steps to shore 
up the Nation’s economy, including 
passage of the economic stimulus bill 
that provided millions of Americans 
with rebate checks and measures to 
help homeowners struggling to stay in 
their homes. This legislation is an im-
portant next step. 

The once recession-proof economy of 
my district of Las Vegas has not been 
spared the effects of this downturn. In 
fact, Nevada has been hit harder than 
any other State by the foreclosure cri-
sis, and currently our unemployment 
rate is above the national average. 

With gas prices and the cost of food 
skyrocketing, fewer visitors are com-
ing to Las Vegas. That means that 
more workers are going to be laid off. 
It is, therefore, absolutely critical that 
Congress step up and pass an extension 
of unemployment benefits. 

I support the bill we are considering 
today because it will help thousands of 
hardworking Nevadans get by until the 
situation improves and they can return 
to work. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, how much time remains on each 
side? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 21⁄2 minutes. The gentleman 
from Washington has 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I thank the gentleman for yielding and 
appreciate the committee bringing this 
bill to the floor. 

It is just so fundamental that one of 
the times when government should 
step in and lend a family a hand is 
when that family, through no fault of 
their own, has lost their job. The dif-
ference is whether or not that family 
will be able to maintain and hold on to 
their home, to their car, to their kids’ 
education, to provide the wherewithal 
for their children. And for millions of 
Americans, that’s what’s happened. 
And since they’ve lost that job, they 
have also exhausted their unemploy-
ment benefits that has enabled them to 
keep their head barely above water. 
They’re gone looking for jobs, they’ve 
gone looking for work. They’ve tried to 
retrain. They still haven’t been able to 
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secure the employment because this is 
a terrible market for employment. 

What we need to do is to extend those 
unemployment benefits to those fami-
lies so that they can hold themselves 
together. It should not be a policy in 
this country that when you lose your 
job through no fault of your own, that 
you crash to the ground, you lose your 
home, you lose your kids’ education, 
and you start all over again. It’s not 
good for the economy, it’s horrible for 
these families, and it’s wrong for this 
government not to take every step we 
can to prevent that. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, once again, I want to state 
that I believe the vast majority of 
Members of this House overwhelmingly 
support extension of unemployment 
benefits for those who need help. We’re 
debating the legislation before us that 
makes a radical change in qualifying 
for unemployment benefits. In fact, 
you can work as little as 2 weeks and 
obtain up to 52 weeks of unemployment 
benefits in the State of Illinois under 
their current policy if this legislation 
were to become law. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
hard for me to understand why the gen-
tleman from Illinois keeps bringing up 
his own State as an example of wasting 
money and he has never brought any 
legislation to fix what their stupid leg-
islature has done. He is acting as 
though the people in his own State 
don’t know what they’re doing. 

Now, if somebody works, money is 
paid into the fund. If they work for a 
week in one quarter and a week in an-
other quarter, it is possible that they 
might get $20 or some minimal benefit. 
To imply that working 2 weeks you get 
$400 a week, as you do in the State of 
Washington, for 26 weeks or 52 weeks is 
simply misleading, and he knows it. 

b 1600 

I yield 30 seconds to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. RANGEL). 

Mr. RANGEL. Thank you again, Dr. 
MCDERMOTT, Mr. ENGLISH, and all of 
those that I know everybody in this 
House is sensitive to the plight that 
these unfortunate, hardworking people 
find themselves. All I can suggest, from 
a very political point of view, is that at 
some point when we get home, some-
body is going to ask us how did we 
vote? And as they put together their 
budgets and try to figure out the rent, 
the mortgages, the tuition, the gas 
prices, I just hope that you perfect the 
arguments of those of you that oppose 
this bill in such a way that you expect 
they would understand what the heck 
you are talking about. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I note with some humor my good 
friend from Washington State’s com-
ments about whether or not I proposed 
legislation to right the wrong that I 
have been raising. Actually, existing 
law for extending benefits requires 20 
weeks’ worth. So there is no need for 

legislation to maintain existing law. 
What is important to point out is that 
this legislation eliminates that 20- 
week work requirement in order to 
qualify for 52 weeks of unemployment 
benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, what 
is the remaining time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 21⁄2 min-
utes. The gentleman from Illinois has 
11⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. I yield 30 seconds 
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
LEVIN). 

Mr. LEVIN. I want to read, Mr. 
WELLER, the metropolitan areas with 
unemployment above 6 percent that 
would be left out under your so-called 
targeting, Danville, Illinois, these are 
among many, and Kankakee and Rock-
ford. I just picked those three out. And 
it is unconscionable for you to say—— 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan yield? 

Mr. LEVIN. I will yield on your time. 
Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Do you 

agree that the 6 percent that you are 
talking about is the 6 percent trigger 
that—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from Michigan 
has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. No, no. The 6 percent is 
the trigger for the additional 13 weeks, 
not for the basic 15 weeks. You mis-
state—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

The gentleman’s time has expired. 
Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. To Mr. HOYER 

from Maryland I yield the remaining 
time. We have the right to close, how-
ever, I think. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 11⁄2 minutes. 
The gentleman from Washington has 2 
minutes. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, just so we fully understand, it is my 
understanding that the distinguished 
majority leader is going to close for 
the majority and that I have 1 minute 
remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 11⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. WELLER from Illinois. So I 
should do my close on our side and 
then Mr. HOYER will close for the ma-
jority. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, sometimes in debate positions are 
mischaracterized. But I think it is im-
portant to point out—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to recognize Mr. HOYER first, and 
then let you come, and then I will 
close. 

We got our wires crossed. 
Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland for 1 minute. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend from 
Washington State for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last 71⁄2 years, 
the President and members of his ad-
ministration have claimed that the 
American economy is doing just fine. 
And in December, President Bush said, 
‘‘The economy is pretty good. There 
are definitely some storm clouds and 
concerns, but the underpinning is 
good.’’ 

But the reality, of course, that we 
have seen is far different, particularly 
for American workers. 

Just last Friday, the Labor Depart-
ment reported that the unemployment 
rate jumped one-half of 1 percent, from 
5 percent to 5.5 percent. Now to some of 
us, perhaps that is simply a statistic. 
For some families, it is a crisis. This is 
the largest 1-month increase in unem-
ployment in 22 years, or said a dif-
ferent way, until the 6th year of the 
Reagan administration. 

Our economy has actually lost jobs 
each of the last 5 months, a loss of 
some 325,000 jobs since the first of the 
year. In fact, this administration has 
created about 3.6 million jobs over the 
last 71⁄2 years, as opposed to 20 million 
plus jobs under the Clinton administra-
tion, or under Clinton, an average of 
236,000 new jobs per month, and under 
this administration approximately 
40,000 new jobs per month. And you 
need 100,000 to stay even. That is why 
this bill is on the floor today. 

Over the last 12 months, the number 
of unemployed Americans has in-
creased by 1.6 million, from nearly 6.9 
million in May of 2007 to nearly 8.5 mil-
lion in May of this year. That is 8.5 
million of our fellow citizens who don’t 
have a job, who are not sure how they 
are going to pay for their housing, 
their rent, their food, their medicine 
and the clothing for their children. 
That is what we are talking about 
today. We are talking about those 8.5 
million people who are our constitu-
ents, Americans who need our help. 
And that is what this vote is today at 
this point in time. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, 1.5 million of 
those workers are what we call 
euphemistically ‘‘long-term unem-
ployed,’’ which means they have been 
jobless for more than 6 months. I don’t 
know how many of you have had the 
opportunity to see ‘‘Pursuit of 
Happyness,’’ spelled h-a-p-p-y. It is a 
wonderful movie about a now very suc-
cessful African American and his little 
boy who found themselves homeless 
with no money. And they went to the 
homeless shelter, and they couldn’t get 
in. Those are the people we are talking 
about. That is what we are voting on 
this day, as to whether or not we are 
going to reach out to those people and 
try to lift them up and give them a 
helping hand, not a handout, but a 
helping hand. These are people who 
were employed, who were working, and 
through no fault of their own, they lost 
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their jobs. Because if it is the fault of 
their own, by the way, they don’t get 
unemployment. 

All the while, working Americans 
have been confronted with decreasing 
household incomes, exploding gas and 
food prices and escalating health care 
costs. Why then, given this squeeze on 
hardworking middle-class American 
families, does the President threaten 
to veto a common-sense, compas-
sionate response, the temporary exten-
sion of unemployment benefits? 

Here is the kicker. Listen to me. 
There are 200,000 more long-term job-
less Americans today, right now, as we 
debate this bill, 200,000 more Americans 
who are on long-term jobless status 
than when President Bush last signed 
an extension of unemployment benefits 
into law. In other words, the status 
today in America is that there are 
200,000 more people who need our help 
than when President Bush last signed 
an extension of long-term unemploy-
ment. 

How can we then say it is not time to 
act today, to reach out our hand today, 
to say that the Congress of the United 
States feels your pain, hears your cry, 
and responds? There is no justification 
for the President’s threatened veto on 
this much-needed legislation, Mr. 
Speaker. This bill is not only a sign of 
compassion and a demonstration of our 
values, but it is also a fast-acting form 
of economic stimulus. 

Who says so? Conservative econo-
mists say so. It will help lift up our 
floundering economy. It will simply 
provide up to 13 weeks of extended un-
employment benefits in every State to 
workers exhausting regular unemploy-
ment compensation. And in States 
with higher levels of unemployment, 
an additional 13 weeks is available on 
top. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is vital. 
It is vital for workers and their fami-
lies who are struggling to make ends 
meet in this poorly performing econ-
omy. It is not charity. It is our obliga-
tion and responsibility. It is a recogni-
tion that under the administration, the 
American worker has been forced to 
contend with job loss, decreasing in-
comes, exploding gas costs, food and 
health care costs, and unprecedented 
foreclosure rates. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is the 
right thing to do at the right time, at 
the right place. I urge my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, this is not a 
Republican or Democratic issue, this is 
not a liberal or conservative issue. This 
is an issue of saying, there are people 
in trouble. We hear their cry. We re-
spond to help. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives, we call this the peo-
ple’s House. Help the people this day. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to echo the majority leader’s 
comments when I agree that this issue, 
the issue of extending unemployment 
benefits, should not be a Republican or 
Democrat issue. And we, of course, on 
our side of the aisle, want to extend 

unemployment benefits for those who 
need help. And we are prepared to 
work, as we have been, to achieve that 
goal. 

I would note that 8 weeks ago when 
the Ways and Means Committee took 
up this legislation, it was deemed 
emergency legislation. It had to move 
through the committee quickly. It was 
an emergency. We had to do it right 
away. Well 2 months later it finally 
comes to the floor. And I believe that if 
we want to be compassionate, if we 
want to help those who need help, we 
need to do it in the right way. And that 
is if it is an emergency, we should have 
done it 8 weeks ago, number one, but 
we should also do it in the proper legis-
lative way of ensuring that it is a bi-
partisan bill and that we construct it 
in a way that recognizes what has 
worked in the past. And I would note, 
as the majority leader said, back in 
2002, we passed a bipartisan unemploy-
ment extension legislation that was 
signed into law by the President, and it 
maintained a 27-year precedent which 
was that one should have to work for 20 
weeks in order to qualify for 52 weeks’ 
worth of unemployment benefits. 

And that is the big concern here with 
this legislation today. There is a rad-
ical departure from an established pol-
icy of 27 years of requiring 20 weeks of 
work to qualify for a full year of unem-
ployment benefits. And the legislation 
before us today repeals that. It elimi-
nates a 27-year precedent. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ Let’s bring this 
legislation back tomorrow, under a 
rule, and allow an amendment to be of-
fered to strike this radical change. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ 
vote. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my 
colleague from Illinois says that he 
would go for this bill but for this one 
provision. If that one provision were 
there, he would go for it. But the fact 
is that you have 100 metropolitan areas 
in this country where people simply 
have run out of benefits. And it is over 
6 percent in those metropolitan areas. 
The Governors have asked us for this, 
and the technical thing that my oppo-
nent uses is, you know, somewhere out 
there, there is somebody who paid $40 
into the fund, and because of the way it 
is written, he gets $20 out, and so I 
can’t vote for it. 

Well there are 1.6 million who al-
ready exhausted their benefits, and 
there are many more. And the national 
Governors sent this letter to us. They 
are not the only ones. State legislator, 
labor unions, everyone is asking for 
this. You can vote ‘‘no’’ if you want. 
You will have to face your constitu-
ency in November. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of the Emer-
gency Extended Unemployment Compensa-
tion Act and congratulate Speaker PELOSI and 
Chairman RANGEL for their quick response to 
the surge in the nation’s unemployment rate. 

H.R. 5749 will provide immediate relief to 
families across the country by extending un-

employment benefits for an additional 13 
weeks in all states. It also allows for a further 
extension in benefits in states hardest hit by 
the weakening economy. Passing this legisla-
tion will provide much needed help to 3.8 mil-
lion Americans—including 70,000 Minnesota 
families. 

The latest Labor Department report showed 
a 5 percent increase in unemployment from 
April 2008 to May 2008—the biggest one- 
month increase in unemployment in 22 years. 
The economic crisis has resulted in five 
months of job losses and projections unfortu-
nately indicate that the situation is likely to 
worsen. 

An extension of unemployment benefits is 
critical for families struggling to deal with in-
creased gas and food prices while searching 
for a new job. It is also one of the most cost- 
effective ways to stimulate the economy. In 
fact, every $1 spent on these benefits results 
in $1.64 in new economic demand. 

We need to pass this legislation and provide 
relief for America’s working families today. 
This Congress has also enacted an economic 
stimulus plan in the form of tax rebate checks 
and passed several measures to begin to ad-
dress gas prices. In addition, the House of 
Representatives has passed legislation to help 
homeowners avoid foreclosure and a federal 
budget that would reinvest in Americans. In 
the long-term, we need a comprehensive ap-
proach to restore the strength of our economy. 
We need to get serious about addressing 
health care costs and invest in education and 
training to prepare for competition in the global 
economy. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 5749 provides crit-
ical, immediate relief for working families and 
our struggling economy. I urge my colleagues 
to support this important bill. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 5749, the 
Emergency Extended Unemployment Act of 
2008. This bill would establish a temporary 
program providing extended unemployment 
benefits in every State to individuals exhaust-
ing their regular unemployment compensation. 
The duration of these extended benefits would 
equal the lesser of 13 weeks or half the dura-
tion of regular unemployment compensation. 

This bill could not be any timelier. It is no 
longer debatable as to whether the retraction 
of the economy is hurting every-day Ameri-
cans across our nation. Over the first three 
months of 2008, the U.S. economy lost a total 
of 232,000 jobs. With the labor market in such 
a steep decline, more workers face the possi-
bility of layoffs and current unemployment 
compensation recipients face greater difficulty 
in becoming reemployed. The total number of 
unemployed workers has already grown by 1.1 
million over the last twelve months. 

The economic forecast is even worse in my 
home state of Michigan. While economists 
worry about the overall health of our economy, 
as the national unemployment average creeps 
above 5.5 percent, prospective employees in 
Michigan face a 7.6-percent unemployment 
rate—one of the highest state rates in the na-
tion. 

Luckily, this bill recognizes that the retrac-
tion of the economy has hurt some commu-
nities more than others. Under this bill, states 
with high unemployment, like Michigan, would 
be able to provide an additional 13 weeks of 
extended benefits. This would give the unem-
ployed a total of 26 weeks of coverage as 
they transition into new positions. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:34 Jun 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.100 H11JNPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5276 June 11, 2008 
Madam Speaker, we need to help our work-

ers, especially those in who have been hit the 
hardest by this economic downturn. At the 
same time, we need to stimulate our economy 
in the most effective manner possible to pre-
vent the downturn from spiraling into a reces-
sion. This bill accomplishes this goal. The 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office re-
leased a study this past January specifically 
endorsing the use of extended unemployment 
benefits as a cost-effective way to boost the 
economy. 

We in the Congress need to be both smart 
and compassionate. Let’s help the unem-
ployed while protecting those who currently 
have employment. Let’s stimulate the econ-
omy and create new sustainable job opportu-
nities for the American worker. Let’s pass H.R. 
5749. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this legislation to tempo-
rarily extend unemployment insurance bene-
fits. 

Whether we are in a recession or not, the 
point is clear: current economic growth has 
been so sluggish that the job market is weak 
and job prospects are poor. The recent May 
2008 jobs report confirms this as the unem-
ployment rate increased by one-half point to 
5.5 percent, which was the biggest one-month 
increase in over 20 years. Since the first of 
the year, our economy has lost more than 
300,000 jobs. 

By providing an extra 13 weeks of jobless 
benefits to workers in every State who ex-
haust their unemployment benefits and an-
other 13 weeks of benefits to those in States 
with high unemployment rates, we can help 
approximately 4 million unemployed workers 
meet basic needs such as food and rent while 
they continue to look for work at a time when 
the economy is languishing. And we can give 
our economy a much-needed boost. According 
to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice, extending unemployment benefits would 
be one of the most cost-effective and fastest- 
acting forms of economic stimulus. 

Madam Speaker, many Americans are 
struggling to make ends meet. With rising gas 
and food prices and a weakened labor market, 
we can help those hardest hit by this sluggish 
economy by providing them relief in passing 
this much-needed bill. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5749, the Emergency 
Extended Unemployment Compensation Act of 
2008, which will provide 13 weeks of extended 
unemployment compensation benefits for all 
workers who have exhausted their current 26 
weeks of benefits. This measure also provides 
13 additional weeks for workers in States with 
unemployment rates of 6 percent or higher. In 
order to receive these benefits, workers must 
have lost a job through no fault of their own, 
be actively searching for a job, be able to 
work, and must have a minimum number of 
weeks worked and amount of wages earned 
over a specific timeframe prior to being unem-
ployed. 

This bill provides a critical boost to the 
many Rhode Islanders, and Americans across 
the Nation, who are struggling to find employ-
ment. Our country’s unemployment rate 
jumped from 5 percent in April to 5.5 percent 
in May, the biggest one-month increase in 
over 20 years. In my home State of Rhode Is-
land, the unemployment rate reached 6.1 per-
cent in April, and we have lost an estimated 

6,300 jobs since the beginning of the year. 
H.R. 5749 would provide relief through March 
2006 and benefit 3.8 million Americans. Most 
importantly, this measure would immediately 
help as many as 8,000 Rhode Islanders. 

When discussing this matter, we must re-
member to look beyond the statistics and rec-
ognize the serious toll that unemployment is 
taking on American families. I have received 
numerous calls from my fellow Rhode Island-
ers asking when Congress would extend their 
benefits. They tell me how they are looking for 
a job, but they just have not been able to find 
one yet. They have not given up—research 
has shown that workers who exhaust their un-
employment benefits, search for a job at simi-
lar or higher levels of intensity as those who 
find employment before their benefits expire— 
but they need more time. Compounding the 
problem, the rising cost of gas poses an addi-
tional challenge in searching for a job, and ris-
ing food prices have made it even harder to 
put food on the table. Our constituents are 
turning to us for help. 

As Members of Congress, we have the 
power to give hard-working Americans another 
chance to continue their job search and pro-
vide for their families. Our country has faced 
economic hardships and recessions before, 
and I have no doubt we will weather this cur-
rent downturn. I encourage my colleagues to 
pass this bill and give a hand up to those who 
are most vulnerable during these trying times. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 5749 to extend 
unemployment benefits to millions of American 
workers, including over 700,000 in my home 
State of California. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to put a 
human face on the recent economic downturn. 

Just yesterday, I spoke with a 51-year-old 
woman named Karen from my home district of 
San Diego. 

After working for the past 10 years as a 
customer service specialist, Karen was re-
cently laid off from her job. 

She has been actively looking for work but 
has been unable to find a job because of the 
poor economy. 

Unable to afford health insurance, the stress 
of being unemployed is beginning to take a toll 
on Karen’s health. 

It has also become harder and harder for 
her to pay her bills. She told me, ‘‘Just looking 
for a job costs money, because you’ve got to 
pay for the gas to drive to the interviews.’’ 

And to make matters worse, her unemploy-
ment benefits have just ended. 

By voting for H.R. 5749, we will provide the 
support millions of Americans need to get 
back on their feet. 

Let us help American workers get their lives 
back. 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, today I rise in 
support of H.R. 5749, the Emergency Ex-
tended Unemployment Compensation Act that 
will provide immediate relief to 3.8 million un-
employed workers who continue to struggle to 
find work in the slowing economy. 

Recently, the Nation experienced the big-
gest one-month jump in the unemployment 
rate in more than two decades, rising from 5.0 
percent to 5.5 percent and is now an entire 
percentage point higher than a year ago. 
Americans have been losing jobs in each of 
the past 5 months, with the number of unem-
ployed now at 3.8 million. The airline and 
automobile industries alone have laid off over 
50,000 employees combined. 

The current high levels of unemployment 
have only added to the struggles of the U.S. 
economy by adding thousands more Ameri-
cans to those having a hard time making ends 
meet. This bill will provide the necessary ex-
tension of unemployment benefits to those 3.8 
million Americans who struggle to find employ-
ment within the current timeframe. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this necessary legislation that will give 
our economy the relief it needs. Extending 
these benefits is an efficient and quick way to 
support our country’s workers and invigorate 
the economy. My Democratic colleagues and 
I are committed to providing the much needed 
relief to the millions of unemployed workers, 
who in the face of rising gas and food costs, 
continue to struggle to support themselves 
and their families. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
has expired. 

The question is on the motion offered 
by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5749, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1615 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING REBATE CHECKS 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 977) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that rebate checks would 
better stimulate the economy if spent 
on American-made products and serv-
ices from American-owned companies. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 977 

Whereas many economists believe the 
economy of the United States is entering a 
recession; 

Whereas the economy lost 17,000 jobs in 
January 2008 and 191,000 in 2007; 

Whereas the manufacturing sector lost 
269,000 jobs over the past 12 months and 
28,000 jobs in January 2008 alone; 

Whereas manufacturing employment now 
accounts for less than 10 percent of the job 
market for the first time since data began 
being collected in the 1930s; 

Whereas in January 2008, 18.3 percent of 
those unemployed had been out of work for 
27 weeks or longer, up from 16.2 percent a 
year earlier; 

Whereas manufactured goods imported 
from developing countries have grown from 
just 2.5 percent of the gross domestic product 
in 1990 to 6 percent in 2006; 

Whereas annually, total housing starts de-
creased in 2007 to 1,353,700, which is a 24.8 
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percent decrease from the 2006 estimate of 
1,800,900; 

Whereas Congress and the President re-
sponded to the potential recession by passing 
into law a bipartisan stimulus package that 
provides rebate checks of up to $600 per indi-
vidual and $1,200 per married couple, plus an 
additional $300 per child; 

Whereas the stimulus legislation will put 
money back into the hands of low-income 
and middle-income Americans, those who 
need it most; 

Whereas the stimulus legislation will be 
most effective if the rebate checks are spent 
on American-made goods and services from 
American-owned companies; 

Whereas American-made goods are the best 
in the world; 

Whereas every dollar from the stimulus 
package spent on an American-made good or 
service, rather than a foreign-made good or 
service, will result in more than a dollar in-
crease in the short-term gross domestic 
product; 

Whereas if rebate checks are spent on 
American-made products and services from 
American-owned companies, an additional 
$10,000,000,000 will be infused into the econ-
omy; 

Whereas the annual trade deficit has grown 
to the $700,000,000,000 range in the past dec-
ade, up from the $100,000,000,000 range in the 
early 1990s; 

Whereas buying American-made goods 
would not add to the size of the growing 
trade deficit, which many economists con-
tend is unreasonably large; 

Whereas there have been concerns about 
the safety of imported goods, spurred by the 
fact that 60 percent of product recalls in the 
past year involved Chinese-made toys, food 
ingredients, and other products; and 

Whereas many countries do not follow the 
same environmental, labor, and human 
rights standards of the United States, put-
ting American workers and companies at a 
competitive disadvantage: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives encourages Americans to use their re-
bate checks from the stimulus package to 
purchase American-made goods and services 
from American-owned companies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
DEGETTE). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) and the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous materials. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 977, which is sponsored 
by my friend and colleague, Represent-
ative BRUCE BRALEY of the State of 
Iowa. This important resolution en-
courages Americans to spend their re-
bate checks on goods and services pro-
duced by American-owned companies. 

I would note that Representative 
BRALEY cannot speak on behalf of his 

resolution today because he has re-
turned to his district due to the wide-
spread flooding there in the State of 
Iowa. I know that my colleagues join 
me in wishing Representative BRALEY 
and his constituents a swift recovery 
from this disaster. 

The economic stimulus package 
signed into law this past February by 
the President will put money back into 
the pockets of many hard-working 
Americans. If they spend their rebates 
on American-made goods and services, 
as this resolution would encourage 
them to do, they will inject an esti-
mated $10 billion back into the U.S. 
economy at a time when it needs it the 
most. Moreover, by spending their 
money on domestic products, Ameri-
cans will also help reduce our country’s 
skyrocketing trade deficit. 

H. Res. 977, which has the support of 
more than 100 Members of this body, 
would augment the Federal economic 
stimulus package by reminding Ameri-
cans of the importance of purchasing 
American-produced goods and services 
to help our flagging national economy. 
I urge the House to support passage of 
this noteworthy resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, we rise not in any 

opposition to this at all and in support. 
We thank Mr. BRALEY for bringing this 
made-in-America resolution to the 
floor today. We too on this side of the 
aisle want to reach out and give our 
condolences and our best wishes to his 
constituents in Iowa that are dealing 
with the flooding. 

Now, let’s look at this resolution 
very quickly. It states some of the ob-
vious things about our economy; that 
since the Democrats took over in 2007 
that we have lost 17,000 jobs, and since 
that same time when the Democrats 
took over in Congress, we have lost an-
other 269,000 jobs over the past 12 
months within manufacturing, making 
it the lowest time in our modern his-
tory, where only 10 percent of the jobs, 
or first-time jobs being created, are in 
the manufacturing business. That has 
always been kind of the backbone of 
America’s economy, and those things 
have been changing. 

Then at the beginning of 2008, prob-
ably one of the more remarkable things 
and frankly what I think people look 
to Congress to actually do, you have 
the Republicans, Democrats and White 
House all working together, and within 
a couple of weeks had a pretty good 
stimulus bill. We knew that the econ-
omy was slowing down, that unemploy-
ment was increasing, and we did what 
the American public required of us and 
got a bill passed that stimulated the 
economy by helping small businesses 
with some accelerated depreciation. 
But the heart of it was getting money 
back out through what we call the 
stimulus checks to eligible families. 

Mr. BRUCE BRALEY suggests in this 
resolution, that I think we are going to 
adopt today, certainly we are in sup-

port of it, says that it helps our econ-
omy more if we buy products that are 
made in America. Of course, those 
products are made by people employed 
in America, and it will have a cyclical 
turn of the dollar where it goes to not 
only that company, but those people 
working there, which then in turn they 
get to spend within their community 
and it turns over. 

But one of my fears, well, not fears, 
but let’s just say concerns, is that now 
with the gas prices everywhere over $4, 
it hit $4 in almost every gas station 
back in Nebraska in my district yester-
day, that the stimulus checks aren’t 
going for what we thought they were 
going to go to, and that is for con-
sumers to have a nice little chunk of 
change where they could go out and 
buy an appliance, something that they 
need in their home, something that 
they can reach out and really help with 
the bigger dollar item that helps to 
really stimulate the economy. Now it 
is probably going to go to just filling 
up the gas tank. 

We have got two cars in our family 
that are smaller cars. My Camry, I put 
over $70 in filling up in Omaha this 
weekend. I can’t imagine what bigger 
families are doing to keep up with this. 
So, frankly, if we want to go even a 
step further and stimulate our econ-
omy more, what we should do in addi-
tion to these stimulus checks is adopt 
an energy plan that will actually in-
crease supply and lower the price of 
gasoline at the pump. 

We can do this by embracing a very 
comprehensive approach to energy. We 
have got alternative fuels like coal-to- 
liquid. And, by the way, last week dur-
ing the Department of Defense reau-
thorization, this Congress adopted a 
policy of banning the Air Force from 
engaging in contracts to buy coal-to- 
liquid as a synthetic aviation fuel. 

We can use cellulosic energy. We are 
going to have about 13 small micro- 
pilot plants come on within the next 
couple of years. We can do things to 
speed that up, by passing a tax credit 
that is more than 1 year, like we did a 
couple of years ago, instead of adopting 
the 5-year plan that this side of the 
aisle was pushing. 

We can also not only use those types 
of alternatives that have such great 
promise that we can use in a mix, but 
we can also do conservation. We want 
to encourage people to conserve not 
only the electricity in their home, but 
we are talking about fuel here to cre-
ate a supply that will lower the price 
at the gas pump, which is a not-so-hid-
den tax on American families. We can 
do that by incenting, providing a tax 
credit for more than 1 year, for people 
to buy in plug-in electric hybrids. 
Some American manufacturers are 
going to start rolling those out next 
year, but they will be more expensive. 
So we want to incent people to buy 
those. If we can do a blend and con-
serve, we can take a large step towards 
energy independence. 

We can get fully independent of all 
OPEC oil if we add one more prong to 
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this plan, and that is allow offshore 
drilling. Right now we have China 
working through Cuba that is getting 
to within about 60 miles of the Florida 
shore, but yet we can’t have American 
companies do that. 

We can open up oil shale. Last year, 
about November, we had a vote on this 
floor that banned the ability to get oil 
from oil shale in Colorado and Wyo-
ming. We just found another large 
pocket of oil from oil shale in North 
Dakota. I wonder when that is going to 
be banned to use. 

So if we bring our own resources to-
gether with all of the alternatives, we 
can bring the price of gas down rather 
dramatically and be independent. And 
if we can bring the price down, have a 
stable supply of energy under this type 
of a comprehensive plan, the American 
consumers, the families, can expect 
stable gas prices for a generation or 
more as we work towards completely 
going off of fossil fuels, to like a hydro-
gen economy. 

So while we stand on this side of the 
aisle in favor of this resolution to buy 
American, my fear is that the reality is 
most of this stimulus money is going 
to be going to the OPEC countries 
when we fill up our tax tanks. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to my friend and 
colleague the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR), who is the longest-serv-
ing female currently in this body. 

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Chairman 
BUTTERFIELD for yielding and for his 
kindness in allowing me to rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 977, encouraging Ameri-
cans to expend their rebates to stimu-
late our economy the most by buying 
and investing in goods and products 
made right here in the good old USA. 

Congressman BRUCE BRALEY of Iowa 
is to be commended for bringing such a 
sensible bill to the floor. The voters of 
Iowa were smart to send him here. He 
has obtained over 106 cosponsors on 
this bipartisan bill. We know as we de-
bate this today, he is out in his district 
trying to help the families there who 
have been hurt by the terrible, terrible 
flooding. We know he is not just work-
ing there, but he is working here as 
well, and has the deep respect of his 
colleagues. 

Rebate checks spent here in America 
on American goods will better stimu-
late our economy. Buying American 
products and American services from 
American-owned companies, pur-
chasing U.S. farm products produced in 
this country or processed here, buying 
U.S. Savings Bonds, if you want to 
save, all keep jobs and income here. In-
deed, buying fuel that contains ethanol 
or biodiesel from U.S. farmers helps 
America. 

With the U.S. trade deficit soaring 
towards $1 trillion in red ink, investing 
in America makes more sense today, 
and I spell that S-E-N-S-E and C-E-N- 
T-S, than ever before. Today we were 
reminded of the softness in our econ-

omy with the announcement that the 
Chrysler Building in New York City, 
one of America’s historic landmarks, 
will be purchased by a Middle Eastern 
oil conglomerate from Abu Dubai, just 
another sign of America’s shrinking 
independence here at home. Spending a 
stimulus check on foreign-made goods 
stimulates the Abu Dubai economy or 
the Chinese economy or the Mexican 
economy. Expending those precious 
dollars here at home or saving them in 
U.S. Savings Bonds strengthens com-
munities across our country. 

So I would urge my colleagues and 
our fellow citizens to buy America, buy 
made-in-America, invest in jobs here. 
Use your stimulus check to build a 
stronger Nation. Now is the hour for all 
good men and women to use their re-
bate checks to come to the aid of their 
country. 

I thank the gentleman very much for 
yielding to me, and urge my colleagues 
to support H. Res. 977. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, we 
have no further speakers, so I will just 
make a quick statement and close. I 
just once again thank Mr. BRALEY of 
Iowa for bringing this resolution to the 
floor and wish him and his constituents 
the best. 

We on this side of the aisle want 
these stimulus checks to be spent with-
in America. Hopefully they can spend 
it on American-made energy. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back my 
time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, it is true that I have no further 
speakers at this time. I am going to 
close and bring this to a vote in just a 
few minutes. But I want to thank not 
only Mr. BRALEY for bringing this reso-
lution, but thank Mr. TERRY for his 
support of the resolution and for his 
willingness to urge his colleagues to 
support it as well. 

b 1630 
Mr. TERRY is a very capable member 

of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. We have an excellent relation-
ship with Mr. TERRY and thank him for 
his leadership. 

I also want to thank Mr. TERRY for 
his comments regarding energy inde-
pendence. There is no question that 
Democrats are committed to energy 
independence. We are certainly pain-
fully aware of the price that Americans 
are paying at the pump. The Demo-
cratic majority is working very hard to 
correct the problem and to find solu-
tions for our people. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 
today I encourage constituents to ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican.’’ 

Unfortunately, I am unable to speak on the 
floor today in support of H. Res. 977 because 
of a developing crisis in Iowa’s 1st Congres-
sional District. Massive flooding is leading to 
evacuations and it is only expected to get 
worse. Although I realize how important it is to 
cast votes in Washington, the well-being of my 
constituents comes first, and I need to be in 
the district to assist in any way I can. 

This January 29th Congress passed a bipar-
tisan economic stimulus bill that provides re-

bate checks of up to $600 per individual and 
$1200 per married couple, plus an additional 
$300 per child. This stimulus package is tem-
porary, timely, and targeted, and it will bring 
relief to working families. On February 13th 
President Bush signed this stimulus legislation 
into law. 

Just prior to that, on February 12th, I intro-
duced H. Res. 977, a bipartisan Congressional 
resolution urging Americans receiving eco-
nomic stimulus bill tax refund checks to buy 
American-made goods or services from Amer-
ican-owned companies with these rebates. 

Under the economic stimulus package 
passed by the House and Senate, 1.2 million 
Iowa households—and 117 million American 
households—will receive a tax rebate. The av-
erage Iowa household will receive a rebate of 
$917. 

The purpose of the economic stimulus pack-
age is to provide a jump-start to the American 
economy. The economic stimulus legislation 
will put money back into the hands of low-in-
come and middle-income Americans—those 
who need it most. 

In 2007 the U.S. manufacturing sector lost 
269,000 jobs. Manufacturing employment now 
accounts for less than 10 percent of the job 
market for the first time since data began 
being collected in the 1930s. Buying American 
would help keep manufacturing jobs in the 
United States. 

The annual trade deficit has grown to the 
$700 billion range in the past decade, up from 
the $100 billion range in the early 1990s. If 
constituents use their rebate checks to ‘‘Buy 
American,’’ they will not be contributing to the 
size of the growing trade deficit, which many 
economists contend is unreasonably large. 

If the millions of American families receiving 
tax rebates from the stimulus spend their 
checks on American-made goods and serv-
ices, the effect of the stimulus will be mag-
nified. Buying American will infuse an addi-
tional $10 billion into the American economy, 
creating jobs here in America and helping to 
narrow our growing trade deficit. 

I am proud this bill has been endorsed by 
a long list of organizations, including the Com-
munications Workers of America; United Auto-
mobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement 
Workers of America; United Steelworkers; 
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers; 
International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers; United American Nurses; 
United Mineworkers of America; Air Line Pilots 
Association; American Federation of Teachers; 
International Federation of Professional and 
Technical Engineers; National Association of 
Letter Carriers; Department for Professional 
Employees, AFL–CIO; and the United Asso-
ciation of Pipefitters and Plumbers. 

I want to thank Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman JOHN DINGELL and Rank-
ing Member JOE BARTON, for their support in 
bringing this important legislation to the Floor. 

I’m pleased this bill has such strong bipar-
tisan support, with 106 of my colleagues as 
cosponsors. I want to thank them for joining 
me today in letting the American people know 
we are behind them when it comes to doing 
everything we can to promote a strong U.S. 
economy and to ensure access to stable, 
good-paying jobs. 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 977. This resolu-
tion, introduced by my friend and colleague 
Representative BRALEY of Iowa, encourages 
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Americans to spend their stimulus payments 
on American-made goods and services. 

Our Nation’s recent economic troubles have 
hit both American consumers and businesses 
hard. I believe that the bipartisan stimulus 
package passed by the Congress and signed 
into law by the President will help alleviate 
some of these troubles, provided that con-
sumer spending is directed wisely. The Braley 
resolution is an important and quite necessary 
reminder of the billions of dollars that could 
uplift the National economy, provided Ameri-
cans spend their rebate checks on goods and 
services produced by American-owned com-
panies. Moreover, with import prices rising and 
the mammoth trade deficit of our country, it 
strikes me as eminently prudent to encourage 
citizens to ‘‘buy American.’’ 

As one of the more than 100 cosponsors of 
H. Res. 977, I urge my colleagues in the 
House to adopt this sensible resolution, which 
raises the awareness of Americans about the 
vital role they play in the Nation’s economic 
recovery. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 977. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 5749, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 977, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

EMERGENCY EXTENDED UNEM-
PLOYMENT COMPENSATION ACT 
OF 2008 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-

finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 5749, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5749, as 
amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 279, nays 
144, not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 403] 

YEAS—279 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Buchanan 
Butterfield 
Camp (MI) 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Gordon 
Graves 
Green, Al 

Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 

Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Platts 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Reichert 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NAYS—144 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Carter 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 

Ferguson 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller, Gary 

Moran (KS) 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Pearce 
Pence 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Poe 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Roskam 
Royce 
Sali 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—11 

Braley (IA) 
Flake 
Gillibrand 
Hulshof 

Loebsack 
McCrery 
Ortiz 
Paul 

Peterson (PA) 
Rush 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Two minutes are remaining 
in the vote. 

b 1656 

Messrs. GALLEGLY, WHITFIELD of 
Kentucky, REHBERG, ALEXANDER, 
and Mrs. BONO MACK changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mrs. SCHMIDT changed her vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING REBATE CHECKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 977, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 977. 
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This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 6, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 6, not voting 17, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 404] 

YEAS—404 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 

Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 

Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 

Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 

Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 

Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 

Stupak 
Sullivan 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—6 

Campbell (CA) 
Conaway 

Herger 
King (IA) 

Sessions 
Young (AK) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—6 

Bishop (UT) 
Brady (TX) 

Cannon 
Davis, Tom 

Price (GA) 
Weldon (FL) 

NOT VOTING—17 

Braley (IA) 
Burton (IN) 
Camp (MI) 
Flake 
Gillibrand 
Gutierrez 

Hulshof 
Kind 
Loebsack 
McCrery 
Ortiz 
Paul 

Peterson (PA) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rush 
Sutton 
Tancredo 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote. 

b 1703 

Mr. CONAWAY changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RESOLUTION RAISING A QUESTION 
OF THE PRIVILEGES OF THE 
HOUSE 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to rule IX, I rise to notify the 
House of my intention to offer a resolu-
tion as a question of the privileges of 
the House. 

The form of my resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Directing the Chief Administrative Officer 
and the Sergeant At Arms of the House of 

Representatives to take timely action to en-
sure that all Members, committees, and of-
fices of the House are alerted of the dangers 
of electronic attacks on the computers and 
information systems used in carrying out 
their official duties and are fully briefed on 
how to protect themselves, their official 
records, and their communications from 
electronic security breaches. 

Understanding that the Clerk will 
finish the rest of the resolution, I ask 
unanimous consent that it be consid-
ered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the reading is dispensed 
with. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I call up 

the resolution just noticed. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

H. RES. 1263 
Whereas beginning in August 2006, several 

of the computers used by Congressman 
Frank R. Wolf, a Representative from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in carrying out 
his official and representational duties were 
compromised by an outside source; 

Whereas the Chief Administrative Officer 
of the House of Representatives, acting 
through House Information Resources (HIR), 
alerted Congressman Wolf to this incident 
and cleaned and returned the compromised 
computers to the Congressman’s office; 

Whereas since this attack, it has been dis-
covered that computers in the offices of 
other Members, as well as in the office of at 
least one committee of the House, have been 
similarly compromised; 

Whereas in subsequent meetings with HIR 
and officials from the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, the outside source responsible 
for these incidents was revealed to be located 
in the People’s Republic of China; 

Whereas according to HIR, when Members 
use Blackberry devices or cell phones while 
traveling overseas, especially in nations in 
which access to information is tightly con-
trolled by the government, they are at risk 
of having their conversations or other per-
sonal information recorded or collected 
without authorization; 

Whereas HIR, the FBI, and the House Secu-
rity Office briefed the affected offices on the 
security breaches that have occurred, and 
have done a good job in attempting to pro-
tect other offices of the House from similar 
threats; and 

Whereas it is nevertheless not clear that 
all Members, committees, and other offices 
of the House are aware of the existing 
threats against the security and confiden-
tiality of the electronic records of their of-
fices or their overseas electronic commu-
nications, nor is it clear that Members and 
other House personnel have been fully 
briefed on how to protect themselves, their 
official records, and their communications 
from electronic security breaches: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Chief Administrative Of-
ficer and the Sergeant at Arms of the House 
of Representatives, in consultation with the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, should take timely action to ensure 
that all Members, committees, and offices of 
the House are alerted of the dangers of elec-
tronic attacks on the computers and infor-
mation systems used in carrying out their 
official duties and are fully briefed on how to 
protect themselves, their official records, 
and their communications from electronic 
security breaches. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution qualifies. 
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Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman 

from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. WOLF. I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, in Au-
gust 2006, four of the computers in my 
personal office were compromised by 
an outside source. This source first 
hacked into the computer of my For-
eign Policy and Human Rights staff 
person, then the computers of my Chief 
of Staff, my Legislative Director and 
my Judiciary Committee staff. On 
these computers was information about 
all the case work I’ve done on behalf of 
political dissidents and human rights 
activists around the world. That kind 
of information, as well, everything else 
on my computer, e-mails, memos, cor-
respondence and district case work, 
was open for outside eyes to see. 

I’m aware that the computers in the 
offices of several other Members of the 
Congress were similarly compromised, 
as well as a major committee, the For-
eign Affairs Committee. That means 
the computers in the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee have been com-
promised. It is logical to assume that 
critical and sensitive information 
about U.S. foreign policy and the work 
of Congress to help people who are suf-
fering around the world, was also open 
to view from those official computers. 

In subsequent meetings with the 
House Information Resources and the 
FBI, it was revealed that the outside 
sources responsible for this attack 
came from within the People’s Repub-
lic of China. Just so it’s understood, 
they acknowledged that this attack 
came from within the People’s Repub-
lic of China. 

The cyber attacks permitted the 
source to probe our computers to 
evaluate our systems defenses and to 
view and copy information. My sus-
picion is some say that I perhaps was 
targeted by the Chinese sources be-
cause of the history of speaking out 
about China’s abysmal, very abysmal 
human rights record. 

My offices’ computers were cleaned 
and returned to me by House Informa-
tion Resources, but ever since this hap-
pened, I’ve been deeply concerned that 
this institution, the institution of the 
United States Congress, is definitely 
not adequately aware of or protected 
from these types of threats. 

I’ve also learned that this threat ex-
ists not only here in the Capitol com-
plex, but also when Members travel 
overseas. I’ve been told that, particu-
larly in countries in which access to in-
formation is tightly controlled by the 
government, Members are at risk of 
having their conversations and infor-
mation recorded or stolen from their 
cell phones and Blackberry devices. 
That means, when a Member of the 

House, the Senate or the administra-
tion goes abroad, goes to China, every-
thing, and if they use their cell phone 
or they use their Blackberry, it’s being 
recorded by the Chinese government. 
And I don’t believe any Member of the 
Congress has been told of that. 

As I’ve shared my office experience 
with other Members, it has become 
clear to me that many Members and 
committees of other offices in the 
House do not fully understand the ex-
tent of the threat against the security 
of their offices and how to protect 
themselves. 

I have no information to confirm 
this, but it would be realistic that the 
Senate may also be at risk. 

The committees in both Chambers on 
Government Reform, Intelligence, the 
Judiciary Committee, the Armed Serv-
ices and the Homeland Security should 
have hearings on this issue. This is an 
issue that must have public hearings, 
as well as closed door and private hear-
ings. 

That is why, Madam Speaker, I’m 
here today on the House floor. I’m 
speaking out about the threat of cyber 
attacks from China and other countries 
on the entire U.S. government, includ-
ing our military, because of my deep 
concern about maintaining the secu-
rity and the integrity of our govern-
ment. 

According to a report from the Con-
gressional Service, and I quote, ‘‘U.S. 
counterintelligence officials reportedly 
have stated that about 140 different 
foreign intelligence organizations regu-
larly attempt to hack into the com-
puter systems of U.S. government 
agencies and U.S. companies.’’ 

b 1715 

This happens with alarming fre-
quency, according to a recent Business 
Week article entitled ‘‘The New E- 
spionage Threat.’’ This article states 
that U.S. Government agencies re-
ported almost 13,000 cyber security in-
cidents in fiscal year 2007, triple the 
number from just 2 years earlier. 

The May 31 cover story of the Na-
tional Journal, the respected National 
Journal, says, ‘‘The Chinese Cyber-In-
vasion,’’ and every Member should read 
it, titled the ‘‘Chinese Cyber-Invasion’’ 
reported, ‘‘Electronic devices by the 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Carlos 
Gutierrez and his party during a De-
cember 2007 visit to China were invaded 
using spyware that could steal infor-
mation.’’ Gutierrez was in China with a 
high-level delegation to discuss trade- 
related issues. 

Now, this Congress said it’s con-
cerned about trade-related issues with 
China, and that’s why he was there, 
such as intellectual property rights, 
consumer product safety, and market 
access. The Associated Press also re-
ported on the breach. Why did we learn 
about this in the press instead of from 
our own government officials? Did our 
government do anything about this at-
tack? Did they get information from 
Secretary Gutierrez that could be used 

against American business in negotia-
tion of trade agreements? 

China, in particular, is actively en-
gaged in espionage against the United 
States. I recently had the opportunity 
to read, and I hope every Member of 
the Congress has read, the U.S.-China 
Economic Security Review Commis-
sion’s classified report—it is in the 
House Intel Committee—to the Con-
gress and found the report’s conclu-
sions to be very alarming. The report 
addresses China’s activities in the 
areas of espionage, cyber warfare, and 
arms proliferation. I strongly urge all 
Members of the House to read this re-
port as it gives a clear picture of the 
threat that China poses, the threat, 
and in their words, that China poses to 
our national security. 

In fact, the Pentagon’s 2008 annual 
report to Congress stated that ‘‘in the 
past year, numerous computer net-
works around the world, including 
those owned by the U.S. Government, 
were subject to intrusions that appear 
to have originated within the People’s 
Republic of China.’’ 

According to the Business Week arti-
cle in 2007, the U.S. Government 
launched a classified operation called 
Byzantine Foothold to combat sophis-
ticated new attacks that were compro-
mising sensitive information at the 
State Department and a defense con-
tractor, such as Boeing, the source of 
which U.S. officials allege is China. 

The Business Week article states 
that computer attacks have targeted 
sensitive information on the Internet 
works of at least several Federal agen-
cies: the Defense Department, the 
State Department, the Energy Depart-
ment, the Commerce Department, the 
Health and Human Services Depart-
ment, and the Agriculture Department, 
and the Treasury Department. Defense 
contractors Boeing, Lockheed Martin, 
General Electric, Raytheon, and Gen-
eral Dynamics have also been targeted. 

Despite everything we read in the 
press, our intelligence and law enforce-
ment, national security, and diplo-
matic corps remain hesitant to speak 
out on the problem. Perhaps they are 
afraid that talking about the problem 
will reveal our vulnerability. In fact, I 
have been urged not to speak out about 
this threat. But our adversaries al-
ready know we are vulnerable. Pre-
tending that we are not vulnerable is a 
mistake. 

As a Nation, we must decide when we 
are going to start considering this type 
of activity a threat to our national se-
curity and the men and women who 
serve in the Armed Forces, a threat 
that we must confront and which we 
must protect ourselves. 

Madam Speaker, the apparent lack of 
national urgency to address this prob-
lem only gives those who wish us harm 
an extra advantage. 

The Government Accounting Office 
reported in 2007 that no comprehensive 
strategy exists yet to coordinate im-
provements of computer security 
across the Federal Government in the 
private sector. 
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I strongly believe that the appro-

priate officials, including those of the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
the FBI, should brief all Members of 
Congress in a closed session regarding 
threats from China and other countries 
against security of House technology 
including our computers, BlackBerry 
devices, and phones. There must be a 
session where any Member who is in-
terested has the opportunity to get 
briefed by the FBI and the Department 
of Homeland Security and others. 

The potential for massive and coordi-
nated cyber attacks against the United 
States is no longer a futuristic prob-
lem. We must prepare ourselves now 
and develop procedures for responding 
to this threat. Members need to know 
how best to protect themselves, their 
staff, and their official business from 
these threats. I have experienced this 
threat firsthand, as have others in the 
Congress, and are deeply worried that 
this institution, the United States Con-
gress, is not adequately protected. 

Congress should take the lead in pro-
tecting our government and indeed our 
country from the threat posed by cyber 
espionage activities. 

James Lewis, the director of the 
Technology and Public Policy Program 
at the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies remarked last year in 
testimony before the House committee 
on Homeland Security that ‘‘If gangs of 
foreigners broke into the State or Com-
merce Department and carried off doz-
ens of file cabinets, there would be a 
crisis. When the same thing happens in 
cyberspace, we shrug it off as another 
of those annoying computer glitches 
we must live with.’’ 

The apparent complacency in both 
the private and public sectors toward 
this threat is astonishing. We must 
know about the threat. We must speak 
out about how to protect ourselves and 
form a comprehensive strategy with 
which to respond. 

Stephen Spoonamore, a CEO of a 
cyber security firm called Cybrinth, 
put the matter succinctly in the Na-
tional Journal article. He said, ‘‘By not 
talking openly about this, they are 
making truly a dangerous national se-
curity problem worse . . . Secrecy in 
this matter benefits no one. Our Na-
tion’s intellectual capital, industrial 
secrets, economic security are under 
daily and withering attack. The oceans 
that surround us are no protection 
from sophisticated hackers, working at 
the speed of light on behalf of nation- 
states and mafias.’’ 

We must cease, Madam Speaker, this 
Congress must cease, the administra-
tion must cease denying the scope and 
scale and risk of the issue. And he goes 
on to say a growing number of his 
peers ‘‘believe that our Nation is in 
grave and growing danger.’’ 

Mr. Spoonamore is right. We are 
making this dangerous national secu-
rity problem worse by not discussing it 
openly. I believe this institution, as my 
resolution states, should get the facts, 
and armed with these facts, should 

take the necessary action to protect 
the safety and integrity of the House. 

In 1789, Madam Speaker, British Par-
liament member William Wilberforce, 
speaking to his colleagues about the 
slave trade, said, ‘‘having heard all of 
this, you may choose to look the other 
way, but you can never again say you 
do not know.’’ 

This Congress on both sides of the 
aisle and people in the administration 
can never again, can never again say 
you do not know; and the American 
people should ask their Members of 
Congress, Do you know and what are 
you going to do about it. 

We cannot afford to look the other 
way when foreign sources are threat-
ening to compromise our government 
institutions, our economy, our very 
way of life through cyber espionage. 
We cannot sit by and watch. I urge the 
adoption of the resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I will note that I have had a chance 
to discuss this resolution with Con-
gressman WOLF. At the conclusion of 
our discussion, we will refer this reso-
lution to the House Administration 
Committee where we will do the appro-
priate follow-up, and I personally plan 
to keep in touch with the author of the 
resolution so that the concerns that he 
has are fully addressed. 

I will just note that when the new 
majority was elected to the House and 
I was then appointed to the House Ad-
ministration Committee, one of the 
first things I did was to ask to be 
briefed on our cyber security situation 
in the House. And I did receive that re-
port. Certainly some things had been 
done. But more, in my judgment, need-
ed to be done, and we have followed 
through on that. 

I will say that both the Speaker and 
Leader BOEHNER have met with the 
House computer security officials and 
were told that the sophisticated tech-
nology that we do have in place is 
going to prevent and detect intrusions, 
but it depends on Members doing what 
they need to do to work within our se-
curity environment. 

We have security system programs in 
place that safeguard against unauthor-
ized system access and disclosure of 
data, system controls that are in place 
to identify, verify trace authorized and 
unauthorized user activity, and to pre-
vent unauthorized modification or de-
struction of House data. 

Chairman BRADY has ordered an im-
mediate implementation of additional 
protections. He’s also directed House 
personnel to work with the FBI and 
other security agencies to ensure that 
necessary steps are taken to safeguard 
House systems. These improvements 
will help ensure that House network 
and data remains protected from harm. 

In addition to these efforts, the 
House has instituted a working-smart-
er series, and we have had actually 
briefings for staff in the congressional 

offices asking those staff in Member of-
fices to come in and become aware of 
the cyber security steps that they need 
to take in each Member’s office. I don’t 
know that every Member has had full 
staff participation in that, and in dis-
cussing this with Mr. WOLF, it would be 
my intention, perhaps working with 
Mr. LANGEVIN who is chairing the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Cyber Security, to ask the Democratic 
caucus and the Republican conference 
to meet and to highlight this issue so 
Members will know. 

I mean, some Members know all 
about it, and apparently some Members 
didn’t know enough about it; and I’ll 
take that admission very seriously. 

What more do we need to do? Well, 
we have sophisticated firewalls in place 
today that monitor all incoming net-
work traffic. We have an intrusion-de-
tection system, and we have multiple 
anti-virus and spyware programs. 
That’s important because you want re-
dundancy and overlap. You don’t want 
to rely on just one system. We also 
have—you may have seen in some of 
the hallways—teams monitoring wire-
less systems. It’s a kind of antenna 
they’re waving around. They’re trying 
to detect unauthorized wireless setups 
that are a potential problem for our se-
curity. 

What further can we do? 
Well, we have tried to insist that 

Members use more vigorous passport 
protection schemes. And one of the 
things we’re looking at is instead of 
asking Members, forcing Members to 
do that. Now we get pushback when 
Members are told what to do in their 
individual offices, but I think that’s 
one of the things that we need to talk 
about. 

Another thing we’re looking at, and 
this was an issue in the intrusion men-
tioned a minute ago, is whether we’re 
updating our virus software and wheth-
er the patches to this software have 
been uploaded. And Members don’t do 
it. A lot of times Members just neglect 
to do it. If you don’t put the patches in, 
you’re just bare. So we’re thinking 
about maybe centralizing that func-
tion. Again, some Members may not 
like that, but you’ve got it one way or 
the other. I mean, you can’t be con-
cerned about intrusion if we don’t take 
the steps necessary to actually protect 
ourselves. 

We also are looking at additional 
encryption efforts, enhancing our real- 
time monitoring by the security office, 
and potentially implementing a digital 
rights management scheme. 

Now, I just want to talk a little bit 
about Member responsibility. 

If Members are going to access Web 
sites in China, you’re engaging in risky 
behavior, and it may be necessary for 
some Members who are monitoring 
human rights to do that. I accept that. 
But it is not a good idea to visit a Web 
site in China with the computer that’s 
networked with all of your sensitive 
data on board because if you do, you’re 
going to get malware, and you are 
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going to lose your data to whoever has 
put that malware on the site. 

So I would strongly suggest, and this 
is a teachable moment, that if Mem-
bers feel a need to monitor Web sites in 
China and other countries, that they 
get a laptop, get an air card, don’t put 
any other sensitive data on it and mon-
itor to your heart’s content, but don’t 
leave yourself vulnerable to your data 
being removed. 

b 1730 

No doubt there are root kits, there 
are bot nets that are going to be infect-
ing your computer and potentially 
even turning them into zombie com-
puters. Additional things that we want 
to look at is data leakage protection 
and some security assessments which 
is actually going underway right now. 

Just a word on cyber security gen-
erally, which Mr. WOLF has mentioned. 
In the 108th Congress, I had one of the 
best experiences in my congressional 
career of serving with MAC THORN-
BERRY who chaired the Cyber Security 
Subcommittee. I was the ranking 
member, and we worked really hard 
that Congress together. I think it was 
the only subcommittee, the end of the 
Congress, we didn’t have majority re-
port and a minority report. We had one 
report that reflected both of our views, 
and the view was that the Federal Gov-
ernment was way behind in what we 
needed to do on cyber security. 

I remain a member of the Homeland 
Security Committee. I serve under Mr. 
LANGEVIN’s chairmanship on the com-
mittee with cyber security jurisdic-
tion. We have had many, many public 
hearings, in addition to classified brief-
ings, on the real deficiencies in our 
cyber security environment in the Fed-
eral Government, and I will tell you, I 
am frustrated to this very moment 
that so little has been done to keep us 
safer. Frankly, the House of Represent-
atives has much more robust cyber se-
curity than the Department of Home-
land Security. That’s kind of a chilling 
thought, but unfortunately, it is true. 

So, at this point, I recognize the gen-
tleman’s concern. I certainly plan on 
working with you, and I also want to 
make sure that each and every Member 
of this House understands the environ-
ment, what their responsibilities are, 
what their staffs’ responsibilities are, 
understand what we’ve done as an in-
stitution, and what the tradeoffs are 
going forward in terms of even more 
vigorous protection. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WOLF. Before I yield the gen-
tleman 5 minutes, I would say this is 
bigger than just the House, though. 
The computers of the House have been 
violated and when Members go abroad, 
but also, it deals with people in the ad-
ministration. 

And so I think there need to be pub-
lic hearings by the Armed Services 
Committee and by the Judiciary Com-
mittee. This Congress is never reluc-
tant to hold a hearing on different 

things. This is a major issue so it must 
be broader than just the House Admin-
istration Committee. 

I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, in December of 2006 
and then again in March of 2007, my 
Human Rights Subcommittee’s com-
puters were attacked by a virus that, 
in HIR’s words, ‘‘intended to take con-
trol of the computers.’’ At that time, 
the IT professionals cleaned the com-
puters and informed my staff that the 
attacks seemed to come from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. They said it 
came through or from a Chinese IP ad-
dress. The attackers hacked into files 
related to China. These contained leg-
islative proposals directly related to 
Beijing, including the Global Online 
Freedom Act, e-mails with human 
rights groups regarding strategy, infor-
mation on hearings on China—I chaired 
more than 25 hearings on human rights 
abuses in China—and the names of Chi-
nese dissidents. While this absolutely 
doesn’t prove that Beijing was behind 
the attack, it raises very serious con-
cern that it was. 

Like Mr. WOLF, I too speak out often 
against the systematic abuse of human 
rights by the Chinese Communist gov-
ernment, whether it be religious perse-
cution, the systematic use of torture, 
the total absence of labor rights, press 
freedom or free speech, and since 1979, 
the pervasive use of forced abortion to 
implement the barbaric one-child-per- 
couple policy, the gravest violation of 
women’s and children’s rights ever. So 
I was deeply concerned that the per-
petrators of these crimes searched the 
China files on my computers. 

It is now coming to light, Madam 
Speaker, that some other Members 
may as well have been attacked, and 
more needs to be done to combat this 
danger. So I thank my friend for offer-
ing this very important resolution. 

Madam Speaker, cyber attacks on 
Congress are only a small, but not in-
significant, part of a much larger pat-
tern of attacks to which the executive 
branch, the Pentagon, and American 
business is the chief target. I want to 
recommend, as my colleague Mr. WOLF 
did a moment ago, ‘‘The Chinese Cyber- 
Invasion,’’ an eye-opening feature arti-
cle that recently appeared in the Na-
tional Journal. There we learn that 
some of our top cyber security experts 
believe that Chinese hackers have al-
ready shown that they can hack down 
our power grid. The experts believe 
that the Chinese hackers have caused 
power blackouts in the U.S. One black-
out in 2003 was the largest in U.S. his-
tory and affected some 50 million peo-
ple. 

Chinese hackers and cyber warriors 
are mapping U.S. government and com-
mercial networks at a rate that in the 
last 18 months has increased exponen-
tially. A high-level ODNI official has 
referred to ‘‘a kind of cyber militia . . . 
coming in volumes that are just stag-

gering,’’ he said. The same official said 
that what makes the Chinese hackers 
stand out ‘‘is the pervasive and relent-
less nature of the attacks.’’ 

Madam Speaker, with enormous aid, 
comfort and scads of one-of-a-kind 
technological assistance from U.S. 
companies, including Microsoft, Cisco, 
Google and Yahoo, the Chinese Govern-
ment has achieved a huge qualitative 
capability to suppress freedom of 
speech on the Internet at home and to 
wage cyber warfare abroad. 

Two years ago, I chaired the first 
congressional hearing on this un-
seemly, dangerous partnership, an alli-
ance that enables the Chinese secret 
police to find, arrest, incarcerate, and 
torture religious believers and pro-de-
mocracy activists in China. Google, for 
its part, has become the de facto center 
for China’s ubiquitous anti-American, 
anti-Tibetan, anti-religious propa-
ganda machine, while Cisco has made 
the dreaded Chinese secret police 
among the most effective in the world. 

I have introduced the Global Online 
Freedom Act, which has cleared all 
three committees of jurisdiction and is 
ready for floor action, and I, again, re-
spectfully ask the leadership to bring 
it to the floor to combat this ever- 
worsening threat. For the Chinese peo-
ple, it will make the prospect of free-
dom and democracy more achievable. 
For Chinese dissidents, it’s a matter of 
survival, and for us, it may inhibit the 
transfer of technologies that we must 
prevent from falling into the hands of 
the enemies of fundamental human 
rights. 

Mr. WOLF’s resolution is a wake-up 
call, and it alerts us to take more ef-
fective action and thwart disruption 
and the theft of sensitive data. I 
strongly support the resolution. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I would like to yield 
to the chairman of the subcommittee 
with jurisdiction over cyber security 
on the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee, Mr. LANGEVIN, 5 minutes. 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. I want to thank the 
gentlelady for yielding, and I also want 
to thank the gentleman from Virginia 
for bringing this serious issue to light. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and 
Science and Technology, I have spent 
much of the 110th Congress focused on 
issues of information security. In fact, 
my subcommittee has held eight hear-
ings and conducted investigations into 
dozens of cyber security issues. And 
while I believe we have made some real 
progress in the last year or so, we still 
have a lot of work ahead of us. 

I fully agree with Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, Mike McConnell, 
when he says that cyber security is the 
most significant national security 
issue facing the Nation today, and it’s 
easy to understand why. 

We rely on computers in every aspect 
of our lives, from our banking systems 
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and our electric grid, to our military 
and the functions of our Government. 
And whether we realize it or not, each 
of us is dependent on the effective func-
tioning of computers. For many years, 
these systems were largely closed to 
the outside world, but in the Internet 
age, this is no longer true. 

In the history of the world, never 
have so many people had so much ac-
cess to ideas, knowledge, and skills. 
Unfortunately, never before have so 
many people also possessed the capa-
bility to cause such catastrophic eco-
nomic and physical harm to the United 
States. 

Now, this is not a hypothetical 
threat. In 2007, Vice Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff James Cartwright 
told Congress that ‘‘America is under 
widespread attack in cyberspace.’’ And 
though we have not seen the massive 
denial of service attacks that the Na-
tion of Estonia experienced last year, 
the Federal Government and the pri-
vate sector have been the victims over 
the last decade of an extensive and de-
liberate espionage campaign that has 
had a significant impact upon our Na-
tion. 

As Major General William Lord stat-
ed publicly last year, ‘‘China has 
downloaded 10 to 20 terabytes’’—again 
10 to 20 terabytes—‘‘of data from the 
DOD’s unclassified network.’’ That’s 
the equivalent of almost half of the Li-
brary of Congress. 

American businesses, too, have been 
dramatically affected. One estimate 
suggests that our companies lose an es-
timated $70 billion each year due to 
cyber crime, and individual citizens are 
far from immune either. Electronic 
identity theft affects, as you know, 
millions of us every year. 

There are a variety of motives for 
these attacks, but the result is clear: 
the weakening security and economic 
stability of our country. National secu-
rity is a nonpartisan issue, and we 
must all work together to commit the 
resources and the manpower necessary 
to respond to this threat. 

The situation raised by Congressman 
WOLF today illustrates that while the 
House of Representatives has strong in-
formation protections in place, cyber 
security threats pose a challenge to 
computer systems everywhere, and it is 
an ever-evolving and dynamic threat. 
And we need to do all we can to stay 
out in front of it and ahead of it. 

Now, I’m pleased that the House 
leadership takes this issue very seri-
ously and is taking action to ensure 
that House systems are properly se-
cured, and I especially commend House 
Administration Chairman BOB BRADY 
for directing the Chief Administration 
Officer to immediately adopt addi-
tional protections for House com-
puters. 

I also want to commend the 
gentlelady from California (Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN) for her due diligence and pas-
sion about cyber security as well, and I 
certainly appreciate the working rela-
tionship, good working relationship, 
that she and I have together. 

I am ready to do anything I can to 
help ensure that our House information 
systems are as secure as possible. Rec-
ognizing that this issue is much larger 
than the House of Representatives, I 
am also committed to addressing the 
broader issues of cyber security across 
the Federal domain and the national 
critical infrastructure. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to ensure that our Federal 
Government is educated and prepared 
at all levels to thwart cyber attacks 
and protect the integrity of our net-
works. 

Mr. WOLF. I recognize the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK), a member of 
the Appropriations Committee whose 
computer was also stripped from some-
one in China, for 11⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for this resolu-
tion. 

In my judgment, most Members of 
Congress are quite naive about the se-
curity of their offices against an expert 
cyber attack from a foreign intel-
ligence service. 

With regards to China, these types of 
attack are uniquely damaging to the 
U.S.-China relationship. While the res-
olution before us concerns breaches in 
the security of House computers, we 
can assume that the Senate is also 
under attack. 

The message we would send to China 
is that such a cyber attack on the Con-
gress poses unique dangers to the long- 
term relationship of China and the 
United States. We all know that a 
Member of Congress will soon be sworn 
in as a President of the United States 
in just 7 months. To the senior leaders 
overseas that may direct such a cyber 
attack against congressional offices, I 
would ask, What are you thinking? The 
intelligence gained would pale in com-
parison to the damage directly done to 
U.S.-China relations. 

House Information Systems should 
dramatically upgrade the protection of 
U.S. computers, especially in the 
House, and offer Members secure 
Blackberries to protect against that 
unique vulnerability. We should also 
review other security procedures that 
should lead the Congress especially to 
increase the protection of the White 
House, the Defense Department, and 
the State Department. 

I want to commend my colleague Mr. 
WOLF for bringing this to the attention 
of the House and especially the atten-
tion of the American people. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, just a couple of com-
ments. 

In terms of protecting ourselves, I 
can’t emphasize enough, it is impor-
tant for all of us to take steps to se-
cure ourselves. 

I had an opportunity to take a look. 
We keep track of this, the intrusions. I 
took April by example. The origin of 
the intrusion in April, the country that 
originated the largest number of intru-
sions into the House, the United States 
of America. 
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And China wasn’t second. So yes, 

there are intrusions coming from 
China, from Russia, from European 
countries, from our own country, and 
we’d better take precautions to protect 
our data. 

You can’t protect a BlackBerry. If 
you take your BlackBerry overseas—I 
just thought everyone knew this—and 
download something, you are opening 
yourselves up to a vulnerability. Now, 
we can take a snapshot of where your 
BlackBerry is before you go and see if 
it’s been compromised while you’re 
gone, but if you’re not secure in your 
activities, you’re not secure in your ac-
tivities. 

And so I take very seriously what 
you’re saying, which is that not every 
Member understands this. We have to 
change that, and I’m going to be active 
in playing my part to change that. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Will the 
gentlewoman yield? 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I 
will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I appre-
ciate my friend for yielding. 

One of the concerns is, while they 
may be terrorists or homegrown, we’re 
talking about and we are very con-
cerned about is that this is the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China 
and their enablers, people who are part 
of a network, that is very much fo-
cused on trying to wreak havoc and to 
glean information about dissidents, 
about legislative strategy, and about 
what we know about what’s going 
on—— 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Re-
claiming my time, let me just note 
that obviously we don’t want sensitive 
information from the government to be 
in the hands where it can be com-
promised. We’re not arguing that. I’m 
just pointing out that if Members use a 
computer in their office that’s 
networked to visit a Web site in China, 
you can bet—you’re asking for some 
malware to be put on your computer, 
and it’s going to take everything that 
is accessible to the other computers in 
your network. And so you shouldn’t do 
that. 

When I travel with my laptop, and I 
sometimes do, you know, I never hook 
that laptop into the network of the 
House. In fact, it’s against the rules to 
do so. And I don’t do it because that 
would compromise the computer net-
work. And so I would just note that the 
Homeland Security Committee has 
been very vigorous over the past 5 or 6 
years that I’m aware of, I mean, we 
don’t need a wake-up call, we’ve been 
yelling ‘‘fire’’ for half a decade and we 
haven’t really been heard by those who 
have responsibility in the administra-
tion to act. However, we are moving 
forward in terms of systems in the 
House. 

What I’m hearing from you, Mr. 
WOLF, and others, is that Members’ 
level of information is quite variable 
on this, and we will take that seriously 
and do an effort of outreach on that. 
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-

ance of my time. 
Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I recog-

nize the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
FORBES) for 2 minutes. 

Mr. FORBES. Thank you, Congress-
man WOLF. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
the privileged resolution offered by my 
good friend from Virginia, but I just 
want to make clear of one thing. This 
is not just about computers in the 
House of Representatives. This is about 
computers and information tech-
nologies all across the country. 

China is among the most aggressive 
countries spying on the United States. 
The FBI has stated that China is and 
will continue to be America’s greatest 
counterintelligence problem during the 
next 10 to 15 years. 

FBI Director Mueller has testified 
before House committees that China’s 
intelligence collection in the U.S. is 
substantial and ongoing. The extent of 
Chinese espionage operations targeting 
the United States should worry every 
single Member that we have here. 

And Madam Speaker, the reason it’s 
so important is they don’t use the 
same techniques that a lot of countries 
do, they use a much wider scope. And 
we understand that economic and in-
dustrial espionage cost American busi-
nesses nearly $60 billion in 2005. 

Director Mueller has stated that 
China has established more than 3,000 
front companies in the United States 
whose purpose is to conduct espionage 
on Americans. And America’s national 
security, intellectual property secrets, 
trade secrets, and infrastructure se-
crets are all at considerable risk. 

If you look at your own computers, 
and not just the illegal access, but next 
to the United States, the largest num-
ber of hits that my computer has in my 
office is from China; 14,000 hits. I guar-
antee you I don’t have many constitu-
ents that are residing in Beijing, but it 
could have something to do with the 
fact that I serve on the Armed Services 
Committee and chair the China Cau-
cus. 

Let me give you two other examples. 
Chi Mak was a Chinese spy who worked 
for a United States defense contractor. 
In 2005, an FBI wiretap caught him dis-
cussing how to smuggle an encrypted 
computer disk to China that had intel-
ligence information that could poten-
tially jeopardize the U.S. Navy. 

Secondly, we had Katrina Leung, 
which public sources have indicated op-
erated as a double agent for China and 
the United States and contaminated 
probably two decades worth of U.S. in-
telligence relating to China as well as 
crippling the FBI’s Chinese counter-
intelligence program. 

She accessed such sensitive intelligence 
through entrapment of a senior FBI agent. 
Both examples illustrate serious threats to 
America’s security, and they’re the ones we 
know about from public sources. 

I have introduced H.R. 3806, the SPIES Act, 
to help strengthen penalties against these se-
rious foreign espionage threats. We cannot 

continue to fight today’s espionage threats 
with yesterday’s laws. Yet while we continue 
to name post office after post office in this 
body we can’t find the time to consider this 
legislation. 

Mister Speaker, we must be mindful of the 
dangers of dismissing a known, ongoing secu-
rity threat. Turning a blind eye will not address 
this issue, and I appreciate my colleague for 
calling our attention to this important issue that 
affects the House of Representatives and the 
country at large. I fully support the resolution 
and urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I would just note, the 
thrust of the gentleman’s resolution 
has to do with the House, which is why 
I’m addressing the House computers. 
On the other hand, I’ve been concerned 
for a long time about cyber security in 
the Federal Government, in the DOD, 
in the Homeland Security Department, 
and frankly, in the private sector. And 
it is very spotty. 

I just wanted to make a correction. I 
was briefed on the National Journal 
story. What happened on the nuclear 
power plant issue, it was not an attack. 
It was someone who was uploading 
some software onto a computer that he 
did not realize was networked, and it 
was inconsistent with other software. 
And actually it didn’t work as designed 
because the control system shut it 
down. 

Having said that, I have said in pub-
lic—so I don’t mind saying it here 
again today—that we have cyber secu-
rity vulnerabilities, especially SCADA 
systems that were installed years ago 
before we were thinking about secu-
rity. We have not paid enough atten-
tion to that either in the private sector 
or the public sector. 

We have had FERC before the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security on sev-
eral occasions urging them to force 
utilities to take the steps they need to 
preserve their networks, and they say 
two things: One, they don’t have 
enough authority; and two, they don’t 
want any more authority. So we’ve 
said this is an emergency situation, 
and we’re not getting an emergency re-
sponse attitude from the agencies with 
authority. 

That is certainly something that 
other committees may want to look at. 
I’m just familiar with the efforts that 
I’ve been involved in, and they’ve been 
substantial, although, regrettably, not 
yet successful. 

I would just like to stand up a little 
bit for our IT guys here in the House. 
It was our IT guys who discovered that 
your computers had been infected and 
notified you. And it’s bad that they 
were infected, but it’s part of the price 
you pay when you use a network com-
puter to visit a potentially dangerous 
Web site. But they cleaned it up and re-
sponded promptly, and I think they de-
serve credit for letting that system 
work. 

And just a final note on hits from 
China. That’s not the same as an at-
tack. And we keep track of the hits we 
have on our Web site. I mean, I get hits 

on my Web site from all over the world. 
I don’t know why people in other coun-
tries come and visit my Web site, but 
it’s not an attack, it’s that they’re 
looking at information that I have 
made publicly available. 

What we are concerned about is at-
tempted intrusions, and there are 
many of those in an astoundingly small 
successful effort. This is a constant 
battle. As the hackers become more so-
phisticated, our defenses need to be-
come more sophisticated, and it never 
ends. That’s why the effort to improve 
our patches in our security needs to 
happen every single day. There needs 
to be continuous monitoring of our sys-
tems. And it has to be all of us. This 
has to be a team. And every Member 
needs to take responsibility for this, 
along with the government itself. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, may I 
inquire as to how much time I have re-
maining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia has 9 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan, the ranking member on the Intel-
ligence Committee, Mr. HOEKSTRA. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I thank my col-
league. 

One of the jobs that I have here in 
the Congress is to serve as the ranking 
member on the Intelligence Com-
mittee, also having served as the chair-
man on the Intelligence Committee. 

Today I rise in support of Congress-
man WOLF’s privileged resolution on 
cyber security to salute him for his ef-
forts to educate this House and the 
American public about the growing 
threat to U.S. commerce, our national 
security, and the privacy of the Amer-
ican people. 

Unfortunately, some on the other 
side have attempted to scare the Amer-
ican people into thinking that the 
gravest threat to their privacy comes 
from our Nation’s hardworking intel-
ligence professionals. That’s absolutely 
not true. Mr. WOLF, in this resolution 
today, reminds us that the real threat 
to America’s privacy and the safety of 
Americans comes not from within, but 
from those who would do us harm from 
overseas. 

Mr. WOLF had the misfortune to per-
sonally experience this fact when com-
puters in his office were compromised 
by hackers from China, the Chinese, in 
2006. I agree with my friend from Vir-
ginia that his office computers prob-
ably were targeted because of his long 
record of speaking out against human 
rights violations in China. 

While I can’t discuss the specifics of 
what we know, I can tell you that the 
leadership of this Congress, Repub-
licans and Democrats, are well aware 
of the cyber espionage threat that ex-
ists. But what has this Congress done? 
Instead of working to modernize and 
strengthen our Nation’s surveillance 
capabilities, the Democratic leadership 
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of this Congress has sought to tie the 
process down in bureaucracy, in red 
tape. Some have sought to vilify the 
intelligence professionals we ask to 
form the first line of our Nation’s de-
fense. 

And in some cases, instead of talking 
about the threat to America’s privacy 
posed by foreign cyber espionage and 
hackers, they instead point the finger 
of accusation at our intelligence pro-
fessionals and innocent patriotic busi-
nesses that may at this point be help-
ing to protect the Nation, the very 
same intelligence professionals and 
businesses we may turn to to help pro-
tect our Nation from the cyber threat. 

The threats we face are real. These 
are not just simple viruses, these are 
sophisticated attacks on a new elec-
tronic battlefield. They jeopardize 
America’s security—politically, eco-
nomically, and militarily. It’s a global 
problem with multiple threats. Some 
of my colleagues have talked about 
earlier, there has been reports about 
what Russia did in Estonia. We know 
what countries have done against the 
United States. 

So Congress does need to face this 
and face this issue very seriously. Con-
gress needs to ask tough questions 
about trade and technology deals in-
volving Chinese finance and businesses. 
One of the things that we know, while 
my colleague brings up China in this 
instance, and the Chinese, we know 
that it is a global threat. But specifi-
cally about China the message is very, 
very clear, consistently over and over 
the Chinese cheat. 

We also need to focus on the real 
threats our Nation faces, not those 
imagined for partisan gain. And most 
importantly, and most urgently, again, 
to make sure that our intelligence pro-
fessionals on the front lines have the 
tools that they need to keep us safe 
and to attack this cyber threat, this 
Congress needs to pass the Senate 
FISA bill now. Because this law not 
only affects how we track the radical 
jihadists who threaten us, it will also 
impact how we confront the cyber 
threat as well. 

This is a very sophisticated problem, 
it is a very serious problem. I con-
gratulate my colleague for bringing it 
forward. This is an issue that I believe 
we can work on a bipartisan basis. We 
need to work on a bipartisan basis. But 
we need to do first things first, and the 
first thing we need to do now is get 
FISA passed, and do it soon. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I recog-
nize the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
EHLERS) for 2 minutes. 

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman 
from Virginia for yielding, and I espe-
cially thank him for bringing this issue 
to the floor. 

I also thank my colleague from Cali-
fornia, who works with me on the 
House Administration committee, for 
her very perceptive comments on this 
problem. 

I would just like to add a little his-
torical insight. I was asked by the new 

Speaker, Newt Gingrich, some years 
ago—in 1995 to be exact—to take 
charge of setting up the new computer 
system for the House of Representa-
tives. It was a formidable task. And 
one issue I emphasized over and over 
was the need for adequate security. 
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We did the best we could at that 
time. And I was very proud for a num-
ber of years that although the White 
House got hacked, the Pentagon got 
hacked, the Senate got hacked, we did 
not get hacked. Those days are over. 
And every Member of this House of 
Representatives has to recognize that. 

This is going to involve, first of all, 
the best possible technology fix. 
There’s no question about it. But 
there’s another aspect that was men-
tioned by my colleague from Cali-
fornia, and that is training Members 
and staff on how to deal with this 
threat and this danger. That is not 
easy. 

When I computerized the House, I 
had to educate my colleagues about 
computers. It was hopeless. I eventu-
ally taught computer classes myself to 
my colleagues to try to get them inter-
ested and to begin using computers. We 
are going to have to be that direct, 
that formidable and persistent in en-
suring that our colleagues and all our 
employees understand the threat and 
that they learn how to deal with the 
threat and especially learn how to pre-
vent incursions by the actions that 
they take with their computers and the 
way they handle their equipment. 

This is a major issue. I will pledge, as 
my colleague from California does, 
that we will attempt our best to ad-
dress this on the House Administration 
Committee, and we will certainly do 
everything possible to solve it. But it 
is going to require the vigilance of 
every employee of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate for that 
matter. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I 
will just say that I appreciate Mr. 
EHLERS’ comments. As he has, I have 
introduced many Members to the con-
cept of the Internet. Luckily that is no 
longer as necessary today as it was at 
one time. But some of our colleagues 
are real white-out-on-the-screen folks, 
and we need to bring them forward to 
the modern era. 

But you are right. It is not just the 
Members. As I have mentioned to Mr. 
WOLF, I have made a commitment that 
I intend to follow through to ask the 
Republican Conference and also the 
Democratic Caucus to appear, not just 
by myself, but with top-level experts, 
to explain to Members their respon-
sibilities and vulnerabilities for them 
when they travel abroad with mobile 
devices as well as their desktops in 
their office and how to preserve their 
network. And it’s not just for the staff. 
I mean how many of us have made 
clear to the summer interns that if 
they have their laptop, and they’re on 
a peer-to-peer network for whatever 

reason at home, and then they plug 
that laptop into the House network, I 
might add in violation of our rules, 
that they have introduced a vulnerabil-
ity to our system? I don’t know how 
many of us have given that little tuto-
rial to these wonderful young people, 
but all of us should. 

So I think this has been a helpful res-
olution, Mr. WOLF, because it has 
opened my eyes to the need to get 
Members to pay more attention. And I 
am going to play the most positive role 
I can to make sure that happens. But it 
is also going to take the cooperation of 
the Members themselves, because if 
this is not taken seriously, it won’t 
happen. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WOLF. How much time do I have 

left, Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCNULTY). The gentleman from Vir-
ginia has 3 minutes remaining. 

Mr. WOLF. I thank the gentlelady for 
her agreement. I think we have to, one, 
read the National Journal. This is a 
very respected magazine. And this is a 
serious problem. Up until now, it has 
been neglected by many in the admin-
istration and many in Congress. 

Secondly, I think the American peo-
ple are ahead of this Congress. And 
quite frankly on this issue with China, 
I think they are ahead of the adminis-
tration. They are ahead of the adminis-
tration on human rights, religious free-
dom, persecution and bad goods coming 
in from China. This Congress and this 
administration ought to wake up. 

Thirdly, people are not anxious to 
talk about this in the Congress, nor are 
they anxious to talk about it in the ad-
ministration. They are not anxious to 
talk about it. There was an effort to 
have me not go ahead with this using 
different techniques and different 
ideas. And we complied. We worked 
with the majority every way we can. 

I want to say this. I will not let this 
issue rest. I may not be the fastest per-
son in this institution. But I am as 
dogged as anyone. And I expect the 
leadership, I expect the leadership to 
deal with this not just by the House 
Administration Committee, I expect 
the leadership to deal with this on the 
Armed Services Committee. I expect 
the leadership to deal with this with 
regard to the House Intelligence Com-
mittee. I expect the Government Oper-
ations, has the Government Operations 
Committee ever been reluctant to hold 
a hearing on anything? And the answer 
is ‘‘no.’’ They must deal with this 
issue. And I tell the gentlelady, who 
has been very good, and I thank her for 
that, that if this is not resolved, I will 
be down here on the floor. I will rework 
this resolution. It will be a privileged 
resolution. And the next time there 
will be a vote on this. And then the 
American people, the American people 
can see how aggressive this administra-
tion and this Congress will be on a 
major national security issue and the 
issues of religious freedom and persecu-
tion. Keep in mind that 35 Catholic 
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bishops are in jail in China. Two hun-
dred Protestant pastors are in jail in 
China. They have plundered the Tibet-
ans, and they’re persecuting the 
Uighurs. This is not a government that 
is very friendly. And also they are the 
leading supporter of genocide in 
Darfur. 

With that, knowing this will be dealt 
with, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I just want to say that I serve 
on three committees. I serve on the 
House Administration Committee. And 
I am here today in that capacity. I 
serve on the Homeland Security Com-
mittee where I have participated in I 
would say dozens of hearings on 
cybersecurity at least over the years. 
And I serve on the House Judiciary 
Committee where we have had, we have 
a little bit of jurisdiction, but we have 
actually worked pretty hard on our 
spyware issues and cybersecurity 
issues. We have paid attention to that. 

I know that the Armed Services Com-
mittee has also paid attention to the 
whole issue of cyber warfare and 
cybersecurity. The Intelligence Com-
mittee isn’t allowed to tell the rest of 
us mere mortals who don’t serve what 
they have done, but I certainly hope 
they are taking this seriously and be-
lieve that they are. 

I know that the gentleman has the 
right to close. I would just say that I 
would like to provide to Mr. WOLF the 
material from the many, many hear-
ings that we have had. I think that he 
would value seeing what we have done 
so far. And also it would be valuable to 
him to see what remains to be done. 

As I said earlier, we have been 
yelling, actually yelling about this. We 
have, as a Nation, tremendous vulnera-
bilities. And you can’t always know. 
You can detect, unless it is spoofed, 
where an intrusion is coming from. 
You can’t always say who has initiated 
that intrusion. But I will tell you, 
these intrusions and hackers are com-
ing from all over the world with all 
kinds of intentions. And we all ought 
to take all of this very seriously. And 
we have failed, I think, to do all of the 
things that we could have done. 

We have worked with the private sec-
tor. And at this point, the private sec-
tor is so wary of the Department of 
Homeland Security that there is a re-
luctance, actually, to work with the 
department because the information 
provided to the department will be so 
insecure. So we have a long ways to go. 

I am glad that the gentleman has a 
strong interest in this. I wish that 
every Member had a strong interest in 
it. And maybe after we are through 
having these presentations to the Re-
publican Conference and the Demo-
cratic Caucus, we will have a higher 
level of Member interest. And maybe 
instead of just our few voices in the 
wilderness here in the House, Mr. 
EHLERS, Mr. LANGEVIN, myself and Mr. 
THORNBERRY, who have been working 
on this for so many years, will have 
more voices, and maybe we will have a 
better response. I certainly hope so. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
MOTION TO REFER OFFERED BY MS. ZOE 

LOFGREN OF CALIFORNIA 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I have a motion at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Ms. Zoe Lofgren of California moves that 

the House refer the resolution to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to refer. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to refer. 
The motion was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 6063, NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION AUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1257 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1257 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6063) to au-
thorize the programs of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived 
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of 
rule XXI. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Science and Technology now 
printed in the bill. The committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against the committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute are waived except 
those arising under clause 10 of rule XXI. 
Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no 
amendment to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 

Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived except those arising 
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 6063 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to my colleague and friend from Flor-
ida, Representative DIAZ-BALART. All 
time yielded during consideration of 
the rule is for debate only. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. I also ask unanimous con-
sent, Mr. Speaker, that all Members be 
given 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on House 
Resolution 1257. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, House Resolution 1257 pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 6063, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Authorization Act of 2008, 
under a structured rule. 

The rule provides 1 hour of general 
debate controlled by the Committee on 
Science and Technology. It also waives 
all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill except clauses 9 and 10 
of rule XXI. 

The rule makes in order the 12 
amendments listed in the Rules Com-
mittee report accompanying the reso-
lution. Finally, the rule provides one 
motion to recommit with or without 
instructions. 

b 1815 

Mr. Speaker, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Au-
thorization Act is a commonsense and 
fiscally responsible authorization plan 
for NASA that will strengthen our abil-
ity to improve our Nation’s economy, 
communities and programs, as well as 
our national security. 

The bill authorizes $20.21 billion for 
NASA for fiscal year 2009. This includes 
$1 billion in funding to accelerate the 
development of the Orion Crew Explo-
ration Vehicle and Ares 1 Crew Launch 
Vehicle. This ensures that we do not 
lose ground to Russia and China as we 
work to build the next generation of 
space flight vehicles. 
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I would take a point of personal 

privilege to point out, Mr. Speaker, 
that the husband of a Member of the 
House of Representatives, GABRIELLE 
GIFFORDS, is on the present space vehi-
cle that is in outer space. I learned 
from, we call her ‘‘Gabby,’’ that her 
husband will be home Saturday, and we 
wish him and the crew all safety and 
Godspeed. 

Additionally, the underlying bill pro-
vides for programs in human space 
flight and exploration, aeronautics re-
search and development and scientific 
research, including Earth observations 
and research. 

The bill authorizes an additional 
Space Shuttle flight to deliver the 
Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer to the 
International Space Station. 

Lastly, the underlying bill contains 
important provisions related to edu-
cation, space traffic management and 
astronaut health care. 

Mr. Speaker, the underlying bill’s bi-
partisan support is a testament to the 
fact that my colleagues on both sides 
understand the tremendous importance 
of supporting NASA. However, in this 
time of soaring drug and food prices, a 
plummeting economy and war, some 
are asking why Congress should invest 
in our Nation’s space program. To put 
it another way, why are we going in 
space when I don’t have gas to get to 
the grocery store? While I whole-
heartedly disagree, I would be remiss if 
I did not at least acknowledge their 
concerns. 

It provides us with the opportunity 
to recount the many lifesaving and 
life-altering methods and products that 
were made possible through space tech-
nology. 

Mr. Speaker, people of all ages know 
that putting men on the moon in 1969 
was one of NASA’s pioneering achieve-
ments. Missions to space have given us 
all a sense of national pride and allow 
us to better understand the universe in 
which we live. Few know, however, 
that for 50 years space technology has 
laid the foundation for consumer prod-
ucts that help businesses run more effi-
ciently and allow everyday people to 
live safer, longer and better lives. 

Think about it. The United States 
has some of the most cutting-edge 
medical technology in the world be-
cause of NASA. The pacemaker, voice- 
controlled wheelchairs and the MRI all 
rely on technology that was first devel-
oped for space exploration. 

More than 560,000 Americans will die 
from cancer this year, including over 
40,000 in my home State of Florida. 
Space technology has led to life-saving 
advanced screening and treatment 
methods for breast cancer that are 
more accurate, cost-effective and less 
invasive. 

Do you want more? We have all come 
to realize the consequences of not pro-
tecting our environment and con-
serving our resources. NASA has made 
significant contributions to the way 
that we adopt environmentally-friend-
ly practices in our homes, businesses 

and everyday lives. It has been at the 
forefront of documenting climate 
change. 

Further, solar energy, environmental 
control sensors that monitor emission 
levels and water purification systems 
that could save millions in poorer 
countries from developing deadly and 
debilitating water-borne diseases were 
all made possible because of space 
technology. 

Mr. Speaker, I could go on and on. I 
would be remiss if I didn’t mention the 
microwave oven, food products and 
drinks that have been developed be-
cause of space technology. 

The past 7 years have made us acute-
ly aware, Mr. Speaker, of the impor-
tance of having the infrastructure and 
tools to respond to natural and man- 
made disasters. There too, NASA has 
played a crucial role in national secu-
rity by providing the resources and 
technology to make our communities, 
borders, waterways and airways safer. 
We owe wireless technology, storm 
warning devices and radiation hazard 
detection in part to space technology 
that was developed and tested under 
NASA programs. 

Mr. Speaker, for me, the future of the 
U.S. space program hits close to home. 
The Kennedy Space Center in Cape Ca-
naveral has a profound impact on Flor-
ida’s economy and well-being, and my 
colleague in the minority, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, and I know this all too well. 

Again a point of personal privilege. 
Where Cape Canaveral, Cape Kennedy 
is, Mr. Speaker, as a child I fished 
there in the Haulover Canal, and I 
can’t tell you what a tremendous, scin-
tillating experience for me it is to see 
an area that was and still is pristine, 
now the place where our national pride 
is raised every time a space vehicle is 
launched. 

In 2006 alone, the space program con-
tributed nearly $1.7 billion to Florida’s 
economy. It provides thousands of di-
rect and indirect jobs, encourages busi-
nesses and recreational travel, and also 
helps groom the next generation of 
mathematicians and scientists by pro-
viding learning and research opportuni-
ties for students of all ages. 

Mr. Speaker, by supporting this rule 
and the underlying bill, we are invest-
ing in the welfare of our great country 
and installing the next chapter in the 
American book of creativity and inno-
vation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank my good friend, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), for the 
time, and yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, next month we are set 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
creation of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, NASA, in 
the beginning of its mission ‘‘to pio-
neer the future in space exploration, 
scientific discovery and aeronautics re-
search.’’ 

Since then, NASA has sent men to 
the moon, established a permanent 
human presence in space aboard the 
International Space Station, sent ro-
bots to explore Mars for signs of life, 
and launched the Hubble Telescope 
that revolutionized astronomy by pro-
viding unprecedented deep and clear 
views of the universe. One can only 
imagine what NASA will accomplish in 
the next 50 years as we begin working 
building a permanent base on the moon 
and eventually sending astronauts to 
explore Mars and beyond. 

Since the creation of the Kennedy 
Space Center in 1962, as my good friend 
Mr. HASTINGS has explained, Florida 
has played an integral role supporting 
NASA’s mission through a partnership 
between Florida’s academic and busi-
ness sectors. Florida will continue to 
play an important role as the space 
flights to the moon and Mars begin 
their journey of exploration at the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. I am 
pleased that the underlying legislation, 
H.R. 6063, will continue this successful 
partnership. 

Three years ago, Congress passed the 
NASA Authorization Act of 2005 which 
provided policy and programmatic 
guidance for NASA that made clear 
that NASA is and should remain a 
multi-mission agency, with a balanced 
portfolio of programs in space, aero-
nautics and human space flight, includ-
ing human and robotic exploration be-
yond low Earth orbit. 

Today’s legislation reaffirms those 
basic principles, while emphasizing the 
importance of NASA leadership and 
Earth observations and research, aero-
nautics research and development to 
address critical national needs, and an 
exploration program strengthened by 
international cooperation under strong 
United States leadership. 

The underlying legislation authorizes 
$20.21 billion in funding for fiscal year 
2009. That is a 2.8 percent increase in 
investment from fiscal year 2008. 

As we all know, NASA intends to re-
tire the shuttle fleet in 2010. The shut-
tle will be replaced with a 21st century 
exploration system, the Constellation 
Program, that will be cost-effective, 
reliable, versatile, and, most impor-
tantly, safe for our brave and brilliant 
astronauts. 

Until the Constellation Program is 
ready for lift off in 2015, we will be reli-
ant upon Russia to ferry our crews and 
equipment to the International Space 
Station. NASA has agreements to pay 
Russia $760 million, and those costs 
could rise as high as $2.8 billion during 
the gap. To reduce our reliance on Rus-
sia, the bill authorizes an additional $1 
billion to accelerate the development 
of the replacement Orion and Ares 
rockets and reduce the 5-year gap. 
Doing that will help retain thousands 
of well-paying aerospace, engineering 
and technician jobs and maintain 
American expertise in those areas. 

The legislation also fully authorizes 
the administration’s request for the 
International Space Station to ensure 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:22 Jun 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00072 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.129 H11JNPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5289 June 11, 2008 
its safety and long-term viability and 
funds additional shuttle missions, in-
cluding one to deliver the Alpha Mag-
netic Spectrometer. The spectrometer 
is designed to search for unusual mat-
ter by measuring cosmic rays. Its ex-
periments will help researchers study 
and unlock the mysteries of the forma-
tion of the universe. 

This legislation fully authorizes 
NASA’s Education Program, which 
seeks to inspire and motivate students 
to pursue careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics. 
I believe it is vital to keep the United 
States competitive in science, math 
and engineering. Our children are our 
future, and by seriously funding math 
and science programs we ensure that 
our future generations will continue to 
excel, explore and discover. 

I would like to thank Chairman GOR-
DON and Ranking Member HALL and 
Subcommittee Chairman UDALL and 
Ranking Member FEENEY for their bi-
partisan work in the Science Com-
mittee on this important reauthoriza-
tion bill. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, 
that bipartisan spirit didn’t make it 
past the doors of the Rules Committee, 
where the majority only allowed one 
Republican amendment, while allowing 
10 Democratic amendments. It is a new 
ratio, 10 to 1. And that one Republican 
amendment is just a sense of Congress, 
while many of the Democratic amend-
ments call for substantive changes in 
policy. 

One example of how the majority 
consistently blocks Republicans but al-
lows Democratic amendments is illus-
trated with the disparate treatment of 
the Lampson and Gingrey amend-
ments. The majority on the Rules Com-
mittee made in order the Lampson 
amendment exempting NASA from sec-
tion 526(a) of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act, and yet when Rep-
resentative GINGREY submitted two 
amendments to the Rules Committee 
regarding the same issue, they were 
both rejected. 

So far this year, the majority on the 
Rules Committee has issued a record 54 
closed rules, while only allowing one 
open rule. The majority had an oppor-
tunity yesterday to change their ways 
and provide an open rule for this legis-
lation, thus doubling their amount of 
open rules, but instead they decided by 
a party-line vote that they are quite 
content blocking an open debate. 

An open debate on the NASA reau-
thorization would be particularly help-
ful in getting this legislation signed 
into law. Prior to the hearing in the 
Rules Committee, the administration 
issued its Statement of Administrative 
Policy, or SAP, as it is known. The 
SAP stated that the administration 
has several areas of concern with the 
legislation. By allowing an open debate 
process, we could vet the areas of con-
cern so we can produce a bill that can 
be signed into law. However, the major-
ity decided against an open and fair de-
bate, and now this important reauthor-
ization may be delayed. 

b 1830 
It didn’t have to be like that. One of 

the central tenets of the Democrats’ 
campaign in 2006 was that they would 
run Congress in a more open and bipar-
tisan manner. On December 6, 2006, 
Speaker PELOSI reiterated her cam-
paign promise. She said, and I quote, 
‘‘We promised the American people 
that we would have the most honest 
and open government, and we will.’’ 

Yet here we are, three-fourths of the 
way through the 110th Congress, and 
the majority has come forth with one 
open rule. What a shame that their 
promises were left on the campaign 
trail. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman, a member of 
the Rules Committee and my good 
friend from Florida (Ms. CASTOR). 

Ms. CASTOR. I thank my good friend 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) who is a 
strong supporter of the space program. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 6063, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Act of 2008. 

NASA is celebrating its 50-year anni-
versary this year, and I salute and con-
gratulate everyone at NASA for their 
contributions to American life and 
science. Space exploration and re-
search comprised the foundation of 
technological advances in America 
that have greatly improved all of our 
lives. 

For example, in early NASA mis-
sions, large-scale integrated circuits 
were created that today are the basis 
for all modern computers, and how 
would we live without computers 
today? NASA also helps the United 
States maintain its competitive edge 
in the global marketplace. More engi-
neers now come from outside the 
United States that are produced by our 
colleges and universities. 

America can do better. NASA is one 
of the keys to doing so. NASA sci-
entists and researchers keep America 
focused on innovation and better-pay-
ing jobs. In addition, fewer and fewer 
children are interested in entering 
science fields, even though our world 
today is dominated by science and 
technology. We must encourage young 
people and students to stay interested 
in science and enter scientific fields of 
study. The fantastic NASA missions 
and research also plays a vital role 
here. 

There are currently seven astronauts 
aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery pre-
paring to return to earth after a highly 
successful mission. I had the privilege 
of watching the successful launch of 
the Space Shuttle Discovery a week and 
a half ago at the Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Florida. I was 
thrilled to share that day with our col-
league, Congresswoman GABRIELLE 
GIFFORDS, as her husband, Mark Kelly, 
is the commander of the Space Shuttle 
Discovery. 

Congratulations to the Discovery 
crew, the mission team on the ground 
as well, as they have successfully deliv-
ered the Japanese Kibo scientific lab to 
the International Space Station and 
have now completed their mission. The 
personnel at the Kennedy Space Center 
and their partners throughout Florida 
have an unmatched dedication to our 
country’s space program. 

They are a highly trained workforce 
with a record of achievement and tradi-
tion that cannot be matched. That’s 
why it troubles me that President Bush 
has threatened a veto of this important 
NASA bill. 

I urge President Bush to reflect on 
these facts before he picks up his veto 
pen, which he threatened to do yester-
day in a letter to us. Before President 
Bush vetoes this outstanding NASA re-
authorization bill, I would urge the 
White House to consider the economic 
impact of such a bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
CLARKE). The time of the gentlelady 
has expired. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield the 
gentlelady an additional 30 seconds. 

Ms. CASTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Before President Bush picks up his 

veto pen to veto this outstanding 
NASA reauthorization bill, I urge the 
White House to consider the economic 
impact of such a veto on the State of 
Florida, Florida’s economy, and aero-
nautic research and science throughout 
this country. 

I congratulate Chairman UDALL and 
all in the committee for this fantastic 
bill. Congratulations to everyone at 
NASA for their 50-year anniversary. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this important 
bill. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, at this time I 
would like to insert into the RECORD 
the Statement of Administration Pol-
icy. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI-
DENT, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND BUDGET, 

Washington, DC, June 10, 2008, 

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY 

H.R. 6063—NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

(Rep. Udall (D) Colorado and 7 cosponsors) 

The Administration supports maintaining 
a strong national civil space science and aer-
onautics enterprise and is committed to ad-
vancing the quest for new knowledge, dis-
covery, and exploration that is embodied in 
NASA programs and activities. However, the 
Administration strongly opposes H.R. 6063 
because it mandates specific Space Shuttle 
flights that greatly threaten NASA’s ability 
to retire the Shuttle in 2010, an action that 
is critical to implementing the President’s 
Vision for Space Exploration. In addition, 
the Administration has other serious objec-
tions to several provisions of H.R. 6063 that 
must be satisfactorily addressed prior to 
final congressional action on reauthorization 
legislation. 

The bill contains provisions that mandate 
two contingency logistics flights and an ad-
ditional Shuttle flight for the Alpha Mag-
netic Spectrometer and require that these 
flights take place before Shuttle retirement, 
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thus effectively superseding the 2010 Shuttle 
retirement date that is a critical step to ena-
bling successful development of the Crew Ex-
ploration Vehicle as called for by the Presi-
dent’s Vision for Space Exploration. Con-
sistent with the Vision, the current Space 
Shuttle flight manifest is a measured and 
carefully balanced plan to allow the comple-
tion of the International Space Station 
(ISS), a safe and orderly retirement of the 
Shuttle, and the smooth transition of facili-
ties and personnel to Exploration Systems 
programs by September 2010. The direction 
in this section would almost certainly result 
in several serious impacts and risks to 
NASA’s exploration programs and other ac-
tivities, including: (1) significantly increas-
ing costs of the Shuttle program, not includ-
ing potential recertification activities; (2) 
delaying the operational capability of the 
Orion CEV well beyond its current projected 
dates; (3) exacerbating transition challenges, 
including facilities and workforce; and (4) ex-
posing astronaut crews to increased risks. In 
addition, statutorily mandating additional 
flights regardless of safety assessments and 
costs sets a dangerous and unwise precedent. 

The Space Shuttle must be retired by the 
end of 2010, and the NASA Administrator’s 
authority to make the final determination 
on Shuttle flights based on safety consider-
ations must be preserved. In addition, any 
increased cost of an additional Shuttle flight 
must be satisfactorily accommodated within 
the President’s proposed discretionary 
spending total. 

The FY 2009 budget request of $17.6 billion 
is sufficient to achieve NASA’s goals, and 
the additional $2.6 billion authorized in the 
bill above the President’s request is incon-
sistent with the Administration’s fiscal poli-
cies. Accordingly, the Administration op-
poses this increased authorization level. 

In addition, H.R. 6063 directs several spe-
cific activities under the assumption that 
additional funding will be appropriated, 
making it likely they will become unfunded 
mandates. Directing activities in this man-
ner would severely disrupt the budgets for 
NASA’s ongoing, carefully-balanced pro-
grams and Centers linked to other high-pri-
ority goals and activities. For this reason 
and in view of associated problematic policy 
implications, the following requirements 
should either be removed from the bill or ap-
propriately modified: (1) carrying out an ad-
ditional procurement for Commercial Orbital 
Transfer Services (COTS) crew capabilities, 
and mandating that NASA purchase com-
mercial services regardless of cost; (2) estab-
lishing an Exploration-related technology 
research and development program that 
would draw funding away from the Orion 
CEV, delaying its availability; (3) estab-
lishing a cross-cutting technology develop-
ment program within the Science Mission 
Directorate at a level of five percent of the 
Directorate’s budget; (4) requiring the con-
tinued operation and utilization of the ISS 
by the United States after 2016, without first 
mitigating significant budget implications 
in the outyears; and (5) prescribing specific 
roles and responsibilities regarding NASA’s 
work with various advisory and external re-
view committees and other Federal agencies 
that the Administration believes would be 
problematic and duplicative of already well- 
established roles and responsibilities. 

The Administration also is concerned with 
the proposed wording of certain provisions 
and strongly urges that these provisions be 
modified before passage of the bill. For ex-
ample, the direction in the bill to limit 
NASA’s ability to dispose of Space Shuttle- 
related hardware is likely to severely disrupt 
ongoing Shuttle retirement and transition 
activities. Similarly, the specific wording of 
other provisions in H.R. 6063, including re-

quiring all space observatories to be service-
able regardless of practicality; overly-pre-
scribed aeronautics research goals; and un-
productive astronaut health surveys could 
lead to serious unintended consequences, in-
cluding greatly increased costs to carry out 
these mandates. The Administration calls on 
Congress to modify these provisions to pro-
vide NASA sufficient flexibility to make pro-
grammatic and management decisions as 
necessary. 

In addition, the bill directs NASA to ini-
tiate discussions with foreign nations on 
‘‘space traffic management.’’ This provision 
directly infringes upon the President’s au-
thority to conduct foreign affairs. The 
United States already actively promotes 
international cooperation to enhance 
spaceflight safety and supports consideration 
of voluntary transparency and confidence 
building measures in appropriate venues 
under the leadership of the Department of 
State, with appropriate assistance from the 
Department of Defense. These provisions ac-
cordingly should be removed. A similar ob-
jectionable provision is contained in the 
bill’s section governing ‘‘exploration crew 
rescue.’’ 

Finally, in addition to the significant con-
cerns highlighted above that must be satis-
factorily addressed prior to final congres-
sional action, the Administration has an 
overarching concern about the highly pre-
scriptive nature of the bill and the signifi-
cant number of reports and studies that this 
legislation would require. The Administra-
tion understands the need for timely infor-
mation for Congress to conduct its oversight 
responsibilities; however, the burden that 
would be placed on various agencies of the 
Executive Branch, including NASA, is of 
concern. The Administration looks forward 
to working with Congress to modify these as-
pects of the bill. 

The President does not threaten to 
veto the legislation. He enumerates in 
this statement a number of concerns 
with the legislation and finalizes the 
statement by saying that the adminis-
tration looks forward to working with 
Congress to modify these aspects of the 
bill. 

Madam Speaker, at this time I would 
like to yield 3 minutes to a distin-
guished colleague from Michigan, 
whose father was an aeronautical engi-
neer and always has demonstrated 
great leadership on the issue of NASA 
and cutting-edge space technology, 
Mrs. MILLER. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I cer-
tainly appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing time to me. 

Madam Speaker, I am opposed to the 
rule, but I do wholeheartedly support 
the underlying bill. 

As my colleague said, my dad was an 
aeronautical engineer and actually 
worked for the Chrysler missile plant 
that was down at Redstone with 
Wernher von Braun and was one of the 
original rocket scientists. So I cer-
tainly have always marveled at every-
thing that NASA has done. 

I do support this bill, H.R. 6063, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Authorization Act of 2008. 
I think a strong and a vital space pro-
gram is absolutely crucial to ensuring 
America’s place at the forefront of 
technological advancement. Most peo-
ple today take for granted so many of 
the incredible contributions that our 

space program had made toward im-
proving the quality of our every day 
lives. 

Many of them have been articulated 
today, but we certainly recognize GPS, 
global positioning systems, and weath-
er forecasting and advanced medicine, 
cell phones or BlackBerries, satellite 
TV and even microwave ovens. They all 
exist today in large measure due to 
America’s space program. 

From Mercury, to Gemini, to Apollo, 
to the Skylab, to the space shuttle, to 
the International Space Station, NASA 
has led the way in sending Americans 
from the earth to the moon and our 
technology to heights unimagined, I 
think, by previous generations. 

We currently are on the edge of a 
very exciting new scientific break-
through as NASA begins to shift, real-
ly, to the technologically advanced 
Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle and to 
the new Ares I Crew Launch Vehicle, 
which could eventually lead to a 
manned mission to Mars. 

And I recognize that while some 
might debate the cost of the space pro-
gram, or they might argue that money 
can be better spent elsewhere, I would 
also respond with the fact that those 
same arguments were presented more 
than a generation ago. Where would we 
be today if in the 1960s America had 
not answered President Kennedy’s call 
to reach for the stars? 

In fact, I would bet that Columbus 
may have had some debate with the 
Queen of Spain that the Spanish Treas-
ury needed to finance his exploration 
of the New World when everybody was 
absolutely convinced that the world 
was, in fact, flat. 

So who knows what discoveries or ad-
vances to the world that we might miss 
if we do not continue to challenge the 
scientific and creative imaginations of 
the entire world? I absolutely believe 
that it is in the best interest of this 
Nation to continue our commitment to 
space exploration, and I whole-
heartedly support this bill. 

Again, I do oppose the rule. I am dis-
tressed that it has been brought to the 
floor like this, but I certainly would 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
the underlying legislation and to con-
tinue to reach for the stars. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I am the last speaker for this 
side. I will reserve my time until the 
gentleman has closed for his side and 
yielded back his time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. I thank my good friend. 

Madam Speaker, at this time I would 
like to yield 3 minutes to a great lead-
er from the State of Illinois (Mr. 
ROSKAM). 

Mr. ROSKAM. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I came down a cou-
ple of minutes ago and listened to the 
opening comments of the distinguished 
gentleman from Florida as he went 
through the litany of successes of the 
space program in the past, and it was a 
good recitation and a good reflection 
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on those things that we can really be 
proud of as Americans that the space 
program has accomplished. I jotted 
down a couple of notes, the pacemaker, 
solar energy, environmental control 
systems, MRIs, microwaves, wireless 
technology and so forth and so on. 

I am here as a supporter of the space 
program and as someone who wants to 
see that innovation and that creativity 
deployed in a way that not only has an 
impact on these types of things, but 
also has an impact on the great strug-
gle that we are facing as a country and 
that my district and many, many other 
districts around the country are facing, 
and that is the cost of aviation fuel. I 
had an amendment that I offered to the 
Rules Committee that unfortunately 
was just swatted away in a partisan 
fashion, and I was very disappointed in 
that. Not a single Democrat was will-
ing to vote for it, and I was just dis-
appointed. 

My sense is let’s take the NASA pro-
gram and develop that talent and tilt 
that talent that the gentleman from 
Florida cited so eloquently a few min-
utes ago, and let’s get it working on al-
ternative fuels as it relates to aviation. 
Because, you see, I represent O’Hare 
Airport in the Chicago metropolitan 
area. I represent thousands and thou-
sands of passengers, thousands of air-
line employees. 

The airline industry is now under the 
crushing weight of excessive costs of 
aviation fuel. Fuel is up 40 percent to 
the point of a ticket price, 40 percent 
now is that of the ticket price, of the 
ticket on an airplane, up from only 15 
percent back in the year 2000. Amer-
ican Airlines spent $61 billion this year 
in fuel, whereas last year they spent 
only $41 billion. 

My amendment simply said this, to 
direct NASA, to say, look, don’t allo-
cate resources at this time when we 
can’t afford it, to the Deep Space Cli-
mate Observatory. Instead, direct 
those resources to alternative fuels for 
commercial aviation with a three- 
prong test, the need to reduce our de-
pendence on foreign sources of energy, 
the need to develop a fuel that will pro-
vide greater stability for the airline in-
dustry and also that will reduce the 
emissions. 

I think that’s an area where the en-
tire Congress can come together. For 
the life of me, I don’t understand why 
it was swatted away in such a partisan 
fashion, and I hope that on future eval-
uations by the Rules Committee that 
they will have a little bit of an open 
mind. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, it’s my privi-
lege to yield 3 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
GINGREY). 

Mr. GINGREY. I appreciate the gen-
tleman for yielding and the previous 
gentleman that spoke, the gentleman 
from Illinois, talking about those air-

line prices. There is no question what’s 
causing that is the cost of jet fuel. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong op-
position to this rule where the Demo-
cratic majority has once again denied 
the American people a full debate on 
the ramifications of our Federal poli-
cies on American energy independence. 
Unfortunately the rule for H.R. 6063, 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration Authorization Act of 
2008, made only one Republican amend-
ment in order and has effectively shut 
down debate once again, breaking the 
promise, as my distinguished colleague 
from Florida said, that Speaker PELOSI 
made that this would be the most open 
and honest Congress in history. 

I, along with several of my Repub-
lican colleagues, offered two of the 
amendments that were not made in 
order. Our amendments would have 
worked to correct a misguided provi-
sion of the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007, section 526, that 
prevents the Federal Government from 
developing and implementing alter-
native fuels from domestic sources that 
could help NASA reduce fuel costs. 

Over the past 5 years NASA has seen 
an increase of almost 400 percent in 
spending for jet fuel from $4.5 million 
in fiscal year 2003 to $18.3 million in fis-
cal year 2007. Put simply, this growth 
is out of control. NASA has been ac-
tively researching alternative fuel 
sources to help reduce fuel costs, not 
only for itself, but for other Federal 
agencies as well. Indeed, listen to this, 
the Department of Defense uses 380,000 
barrels of refined products per day, 
380,000 barrels. 

b 1845 
They estimate that its increased cost 

of fuel in 2008 will be approximately $10 
billion. Now this is just the delta. This 
is just the increase because of bal-
looning oil prices. 

NASA, as my colleagues have pointed 
out, has historically been on the cut-
ting edge of innovation with contribu-
tions that have been mentioned here, 
technologies this Nation uses on a 
daily basis. What a lot of people don’t 
know, currently NASA is partnering 
with the Air Force on aggressive re-
search to convert domestic energy 
sources—domestic, that means right 
here in River City—on aggressive re-
search to convert things like coal, nat-
ural gas, biomass, oil shale into clean-
er, yes, cleaner, and more economic al-
ternatives to traditional jet fuel. 

Gas prices continue to rise, and yet 
the Democratic majority, and I don’t 
blame my colleague from Florida in 
the majority who I enjoyed thoroughly 
serving with on the Rules Committee, I 
blame the Democratic leadership. They 
have effectively stymied innovation at 
NASA that could potentially help us 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 

We have this great opportunity, and 
yet the leadership of the Democratic 
Party has turned their back on the 
American people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. I yield the gentleman an addi-
tional minute. 

Mr. GINGREY. My amendments, by 
either repealing section 526 or by pro-
viding a full waiver to NASA, just to 
that one agency as my amendments 
would have done, we could allow the 
agency to continue its ongoing work to 
develop emerging technologies and not 
be held hostage to baseless policies 
driven by out-of-control environmental 
extremists. 

Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate 
that the Democratic majority again 
chooses to deny an open debate on im-
portant energy issues. So I urge my 
colleagues to defeat the previous ques-
tion and this rule so we can help the 
Democratic majority live up to its 
promise to conduct the most open and 
honest Congress in history. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I continue to reserve my 
time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, back on April 
24, 2006, just over 2 years ago, now- 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI issued the fol-
lowing statement: ‘‘With skyrocketing 
gas prices, it is clear that the Amer-
ican people can no longer afford the 
Republican rubber-stamp Congress and 
its failure to stand up to Republican 
Big Oil and gas company cronies. 
Americans this week are paying $2.91 a 
gallon for regular gasoline, 33 cents 
higher than last month, and double the 
price than when President Bush first 
came into office.’’ 

Madam Speaker, most Americans 
would be happy if they were paying 
$2.91 a gallon today instead of over $4 a 
gallon. 

Reinforcing the fact that the major-
ity has yet to confront the high price 
of gasoline, just over a month ago the 
newspaper Investor’s Business Daily in 
an editorial said that this Congress ‘‘is 
possibly the most irresponsible in mod-
ern history. This is especially true 
when it comes to America’s dysfunc-
tional energy policy.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I include for the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the editorial 
from the Investor’s Business Daily. 

[From Investor’s Business Daily, Apr. 29, 
2008] 

CONGRESS VS. YOU 
We’ve said it before, but we’ll say it again: 

This Congress is possibly the most irrespon-
sible in modern history. This is especially 
true when it comes to America’s dysfunc-
tional energy policy. 

The media won’t call either the House or 
the Senate on its failures, for one very obvi-
ous reason: They mostly share an ideology 
with the Democrats that keeps them from 
understanding how free markets and supply 
and demand really work. Sad, but true. 

So we were happy to hear the president do 
the job, calling out Congress for its inaction 
and ignorance in his wide-ranging press con-
ference Tuesday. 

‘‘Many Americans are understandably anx-
ious about issues affecting their pocketbook, 
from gas and food prices to mortgage and 
tuition bills,’’ Bush said. ‘‘They’re looking to 
their elected leaders in Congress for action. 
Unfortunately, on many of these issues, all 
they’re getting is delay.’’ 
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Best of all, Bush didn’t let the issue sit 

with just generalities. He reeled off a bill of 
particulars of congressional energy inaction, 
including: 

Failing to allow drilling in ANWR. We 
have, as Bush noted, estimated capacity of a 
million barrels of oil a day from this source 
alone—enough for 27 million gallons of gas 
and diesel. But Congress won’t touch it, fear-
ful of the clout of the environmental lobby. 
As a result, you pay at the pump so your rep-
resentative can raise campaign cash. 

Refusing to build new refineries. The U.S. 
hasn’t built one since 1976, yet sanctions at 
least 15 unique ‘‘boutique’’ fuel blends 
around the nation. So even the slightest 
problem at a refinery causes enormous sup-
ply problems and price spikes. Congress has 
done nothing about this. 

Turning its back on nuclear power. It’s 
safe and, with advances in nuclear reprocess-
ing technology, waste problems have been 
minimized. Still, we have just 104 nuclear 
plants—the same as a decade ago—producing 
just 19 percent of our total energy. (Many 
European nations produce 40 percent or more 
of their power with nuclear.) Granted, nu-
clear power plants are expensive—about $3 
billion each. But they produce energy at 
$1.72/kilowatt-hour vs. $2.37 for coal and $6.35 
for natural gas. 

Raising taxes on energy producers. This is 
where a basic understanding of economics 
would help: Higher taxes and needless regu-
lation lead to less production of a com-
modity. So by proposing ‘‘windfall’’ and 
other taxes on energy companies plus tough 
new rules, Congress makes our energy situa-
tion worse. 

These are just a few of Congress’ sins of 
omission—all while India, China, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East add more than a 
million barrels of new demand each and 
every year. New Energy Department fore-
casts see world oil demand growing 40 per-
cent by 2030, including a 28 percent increase 
in the U.S. 

Americans who are worried about the di-
rection of their country, including runaway 
energy and food prices, should keep in mind 
the upcoming election isn’t just about choos-
ing a new president. We’ll also pick a new 
Congress. 

The current Congress, led on the House 
side by a speaker who promised a ‘‘common 
sense plan’’ to cut energy prices two years 
ago, has shown itself to be incompetent and 
irresponsible. It doesn’t deserve re-election. 

Today I will be asking each of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on the previous 
question to this rule. If the previous 
question is defeated, I will amend the 
rule to make it in order for the House 
to consider any amendment that would 
actually do something to reduce gas 
prices for consumers, such as H.R. 5905, 
the CARS Act introduced by Congress-
man MARIO DIAZ-BALART, which would 
give commuters a tax break on their 
commuting expenses. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to insert the text of the 
amendment and extraneous materials 
immediately prior to the vote on the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida. Madam Speaker, before fin-
ishing my remarks, I yield 2 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON). 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I really appreciate my col-
league on the Rules Committee yield-
ing to me, and it is nice to see my bud-
dies on the other side of the aisle look-
ing so bright and cheerful tonight. 

You know, if we don’t do something 
about the price of gasoline and fuel, we 
will be able to go to the moon cheaper 
than we can drive down to the corner 
drugstore. I know that may sound like 
a joke, but the cost of fuel is going up 
so rapidly that everybody I have met, 
and I am talking about Democrats, Re-
publicans, people on the street, every-
body that I have met when I ask them 
what do you think about the price of 
fuel and gasoline, they say we have got 
to do something about it. 

And I ask, What do you think about 
drilling here in the United States and 
the territorial possessions of the 
United States and offshore on the 
Outer Continental Shelf, and they say 
drill wherever you have to; drill wher-
ever you have to, but get my gas prices 
down. And that is about 80-some per-
cent of the American people that are 
saying that. Everyone I have talked to 
has said that. 

You know, last night I spoke on the 
floor and as I left the floor, I talked to 
some of the people who work here. I am 
not going to tell you who they were be-
cause I don’t want to get them in trou-
ble, but a couple of them told me that 
they drive about 35 or 40 miles to work 
every day, and they can’t afford to do 
it because the price of gasoline has 
gone up so rapidly. One of them told 
me he was going to buy a blow-up mat-
tress so he can sleep someplace around 
here in the Capitol because he can’t af-
ford to go home at night. Now this isn’t 
baloney. 

People can’t survive with gasoline at 
the prices they are right now. And not 
only that, the transportation of food-
stuffs and other commodities are going 
up as well because of the cost of trans-
portation. 

So when I say, you know, that it may 
cost more to go to the store than it 
does to go to the moon, I am being fa-
cetious, of course, but it sure sets the 
point in hard concrete. The cost is un-
believable, and the American people 
want us to do something about it. And 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, you are not listening. You are 
not listening to the American people. 
They want to drill in the United 
States. They want energy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. May I have 
another 30 seconds? 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. I yield the gentleman another 
30 seconds. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. People in 
this country want their energy prices 
to go down, and they want them to go 
down now. You are not doing anything, 
and a lot of you guys are my friends, 
but I am going to tell you right now, 
this is going to be one of the major 
issues if not the major issue in this 
fall’s campaign. 

I talk about immigration and every-
thing else. This dwarfs immigration 
and all of the other issues we talk 
about because it is hitting people right 
where they live in their pocketbook 
and we must not be controlled by the 
lobbyists around here that are con-
cerned about the environment. There 
has to be some balance between the 
economy and the environment in this 
country, and you guys need to do some-
thing about the price of gasoline. 
You’re the ones who are holding it up. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, precisely. In 
order to be able to take up legislation 
to give a tax break to commuters for 
the expenses, their expenses, rising ex-
penses, daily rising expenses of getting 
to and back from work, I am going to 
ask all of our distinguished colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no’’ on the previous question 
so that we can take a stand against 
these high fuel prices and begin to give 
commuters a break in this country. I 
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on the previous ques-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time, and I won’t use it all. 

Madam Speaker, this is a good rule 
for a great bill. And I was getting very 
confused as I heard my colleagues talk-
ing. The bill is the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Au-
thorization Act of 2008. This measure 
has received overwhelming support 
across the political spectrum because 
it balances fiscal responsibility, over-
sight and advancement. 

My colleagues protest rightly the ac-
celerating price of gasoline for con-
sumers in this country. And heating oil 
can’t be far behind when winter comes. 

But to stand and say that the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives has 
not done anything about this par-
ticular matter ignores the fact that in 
the other body on just about every 
measure that has been proposed, some 
that have passed out of this body, the 
other body in the minority have 
stopped them in their tracks. Now I 
know back in April that the Speaker 
called on the President to suspend pur-
chases of oil for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, and I regret that I am 
buying into the notion that you have 
accelerated that this good space bill 
now has become something to do with 
gas. 

As you know, the ranking Republican 
of the Science and Technology Com-
mittee, Representative Mr. HALL, and 
the ranking Republican on the Sub-
committee on Space and Aeronautics, 
Representative FEENEY, are both origi-
nal sponsors of this bill. In fact, Rep-
resentative FEENEY praised the Demo-
cratic members and staff for crafting 
the bill in a bipartisan fashion from 
the beginning. And I too join with 
praising the staff on both sides for this 
measure. 

The underlying bill authorizes funds 
that will maintain NASA’s current op-
erations while allowing it to lay down 
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the foundation to achieve future goals 
in the areas of space exploration and 
scientific research. 

Furthermore, the bill provides our 
need and desire for a better environ-
ment, educational opportunities, and 
improved national security. When we 
invest in quality programs like NASA, 
we are investing in the American peo-
ple and the future of our country. 
NASA has undoubtedly contributed to 
the tremendous successes that America 
experienced in science and technology 
in the later part of the 20th century. If 
properly funded, NASA will ensure that 
America remains a world leader in 
science, space travel, and technology in 
the 21st century and beyond. 

Madam Speaker, I want to take just 
one more moment to respond to my 
friends who want us to lower gas 
prices. They are correct, but this body 
has, through the leadership of NANCY 
PELOSI, sought to crack down on oil 
price gouging, hold OPEC accountable 
for oil price fixing, and repeal subsidies 
for profit-rich Big Oil so we can invest 
in a renewable energy future. I want 
you to know that those measures alone 
have passed out of this House. 

Now let’s just be for real here and 
stop scaring the American public. 
There is no Member of the House of 
Representatives or the United States 
Senate that does not want gas prices in 
this country to be lower. There is no 
Member that does not want food prices 
to be lower. All of us need to under-
stand something, there is no short- 
term fix for the problem that we have 
gotten ourselves into, and the majority 
are the people that got us in most of 
this fix that we are in, and it is Demo-
crats under NANCY PELOSI that are try-
ing to pull us out of this hole that we 
got ourselves in. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I will 
yield to my friend. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I just want 
to ask you one question. 

You are right, this is a major prob-
lem, energy, and you can blame any-
body you want to all of the way back 
to the Carter administration and 
Reagan. But what do you think about 
drilling in the ANWR or off the Conti-
nental Shelf to get some of our oil? 
What do you think about that? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank 
my good friend. Reclaiming my time, I 
think my good friend knows and doubt-
less has heard me talk about my oppo-
sition to oil drilling in ANWR. 

What I would say in response to my 
friend, if we started drilling in ANWR 
today, it would be 10 years before a 
drop of oil would enter into an auto-
mobile if that is what we are still 
using. We need energy conservation. 
We need renewable energy. We need all 
of the things that everybody is talking 
about, and we need to understand that 
nothing is going to happen in the 
morning. It is going to take a very long 
time and an awful lot of sacrifice. And 
I personally just get tired of people 

beating up on people here in this body. 
That is what leads to the partisan ran-
cor. That is not what we are asking for. 

I believe that we can get out of this 
problem. They ought to lock all 535 of 
us up here in this Capitol and require 
us to work together and require busi-
nesses to stop gouging people as they 
are doing. 

Now this ain’t the energy bill. This is 
the space bill, and this rule is about 
space. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of the 
rule for H.R. 6063, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration Authorization Act of 
2008. As we mark the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of the United States space pro-
gram, this legislation reaffirms the ever grow-
ing and changing role of NASA, providing re-
sources to carry the agency forward with its 
ambitious agenda of research, exploration, 
and discovery. I would like to thank Congress-
man UDALL for introducing this important legis-
lation, as well as Science Committee Chair-
man GORDON for his leadership in bringing this 
bill to the floor today. 

This structured rule allows for the consider-
ation of 14 amendments, including one that I 
offered. I would also like to thank Chairman 
GORDON for his support of my amendment, 
which modifies section 1108 of the bill, and it 
states: 

(1) in subsection (a), strike ‘‘small busi-
nesses’’ and insert ‘‘small, minority-owned, 
and women-owned businesses’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)(2), insert ‘‘, giving pref-
erence to socially and economically disadvan-
taged small business concerns, small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans, and HUBZone small 
business concerns’’ after ‘‘to small busi-
nesses.’’ 

My amendment clarifies that the NASA Out-
reach and Technology Assistance Program 
will include small, minority-owned, and 
women-owned businesses. It would also give 
preference, in selection of businesses to par-
ticipate in the program, to socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged small business con-
cerns, small business concerns owned and 
controlled by service-disabled veterans, and 
HUBZone small business concerns. I would 
like to thank my colleague and fellow Texan, 
Congressman LAMPSON, for his leadership in 
authoring the important section describing the 
NASA Outreach and Technology Assistance 
Program, and for supporting my amendment. 

Madam Speaker, today’s legislation will 
allow NASA to continue to push the bound-
aries of what is possible, keeping our Nation 
on the forefront of innovation and exploration. 
After the Columbia disaster, NASA stands at a 
pivotal moment in its history. It is the responsi-
bility of this Congress to ensure that the future 
of NASA is one of continued progress. Space 
exploration remains a part of our national des-
tiny. It inspires our children to look to the stars 
and dream of what they too, one day, may 
achieve. Space exploration allows us to push 
the bounds of our scientific knowledge, as we 
carry out research projects not possible within 
the constraints of the planet Earth. As a na-
tion, we have made tremendous strides for-
ward in the pursuit of space exploration since 
President John F. Kennedy set the course for 
our Nation in 1962, calling it the ‘‘greatest ad-
venture on which man has ever embarked.’’ 

Despite the setbacks of recent years, including 
the tragedy that befell the Space Shuttle Co-
lumbia, NASA and the American people have 
refused to abandon the pursuit of knowledge 
of our universe. On October 1, 1958, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
began operation. At the time it consisted of 
only about 8,000 employees and an annual 
budget of $100 million. Over the next 50 
years, NASA and the Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory have been involved in many defining 
events that occurred which have shaped the 
course of human history and demonstrated to 
the world the character of the people of the 
United States. 

Many of us remember how inspired we were 
when on May 25, 1961, President John F. 
Kennedy proclaimed: ‘‘I believe this Nation 
should commitment itself to achieving the 
goal, before this decade is out, of landing a 
man on the moon and returning him safely to 
Earth. No single space project in this period 
will be more impressive to mankind, or more 
important for the long-range exploration of 
space; and none will be so difficult or expen-
sive to accomplish.’’ The success of the 
United States space exploration program in 
the 20th century augurs well for its continued 
leadership in the 21st century. This success is 
largely attributable to the remarkable and in-
dispensable partnership between the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration and its 
10 space and research centers. One of these 
important research centers is located in my 
home city of Houston. The Johnson Space 
Center, which manages the development, test-
ing, production, and delivery of all United 
States human spacecraft and all human 
spacecraft-related functions, is one of the 
crown jewels of the Houston area. 

Today, NASA is the Nation’s primary civil 
space and aeronautics research and develop-
ment agency, and its current activities employ 
over 18,000 Americans. Today’s legislation re-
affirms the fundamental operating principles of 
NASA, emphasizes the importance of NASA 
leadership in a range of endeavors such as 
Earth observations and research, aeronautics 
reach and development, and an exploration 
program. It authorizes $20.21 billion in NASA 
funding for FY 2009. 

Madam Speaker, in addition to this funding, 
H.R. 6063 begins to address what many of us 
believe is a serious problem that we will face 
in the coming years. Between 2010, when the 
space shuttle will be phased out, and 2015, 
when the next-generation human spaceflight 
vehicle is likely to become operational, the 
United States will have no method of transpor-
tation to the International Space Station, which 
we have already invested a great deal of 
American resources in. This legislation allows 
for an additional space shuttle flight to the 
International Space Station, to deliver impor-
tant hardware (the Alpha Magnetic Spectrom-
eter). The bill also authorizes $1 billion in aug-
mented funding to accelerate the development 
of the Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle, the 
successor to the space shuttle, in hopes of 
narrowing the gap. 

Always on the forefront of technological in-
novation, NASA has been home to countless 
‘‘firsts’’ in the field of space exploration. Amer-
ica has, countless times, proven itself to be a 
leader in innovation, and many technologies 
that have become part of our everyday lives 
were developed by NASA scientists. The ben-
efits of NASA’s programming and innovation 
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are felt far beyond scientific and academic 
spheres. Space technologies provide practical, 
tangible benefits to society, and NASA pro-
vides valuable opportunities to businesses in 
our community. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this legislation, and in support of 
the future of American innovation and explo-
ration. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida 
is as follows: 

AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1257 
OFFERED BY MR. DIAZ-BALART OF FLORIDA 
At the end of the resolution, add the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. 3. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this resolution or the operation of the 
previous question, it shall be in order to con-
sider any amendment to the bill which the 
proponent asserts, if enacted, would have the 
effect of lowering the national average price 
per gallon of regular unleaded gasoline. Such 
amendments shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for thirty minutes equally 
divided and controlled by the proponent and 
an opponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. All points of 
order against such amendments are waived 
except those arising under clause 9 of rule 
XXI. For purposes of compliance with clause 
9(a)(3) of rule XXI, a statement submitted for 
printing in the Congressional Record by the 
proponent of such amendment prior to its 
consideration shall have the same effect as a 
statement actually printed. 

(The information contained herein was 
provided by Democratic Minority on mul-
tiple occasions throughout the 109th Con-
gress.) 
THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT 

IT REALLY MEANS 
This vote, the vote on whether to order the 

previous question on a special rule, is not 
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote 
against the Democratic majority agenda and 
a vote to allow the opposition, at least for 
the moment, to offer an alternative plan. It 
is a vote about what the House should be de-
bating. 

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the 
House of Representatives, (VI, 308–311) de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on 
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the 
consideration of the subject before the House 
being made by the Member in charge.’’ To 
defeat the previous question is to give the 
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s 
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that 
‘‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the 
control of the resolution to the opposition’’ 
in order to offer an amendment. On March 
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated 
the previous question and a member of the 
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry, 
asking who was entitled to recognition. 
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R–Illinois) said: 
‘‘The previous question having been refused, 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to 
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to 
the first recognition.’’ 

Because the vote today may look bad for 
the Democratic majority they will say ‘‘the 
vote on the previous question is simply a 
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate 
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] 
has no substantive legislative or policy im-

plications whatsoever.’’ But that is not what 
they have always said. Listen to the defini-
tion of the previous question used in the 
Floor Procedures Manual published by the 
Rules Committee in the 109th Congress, 
(page 56). Here’s how the Rules Committee 
described the rule using information from 
Congressional Quarterly’s ‘‘American Con-
gressional Dictionary’’: ‘‘If the previous 
question is defeated, control of debate shifts 
to the leading opposition member (usually 
the minority Floor Manager) who then man-
ages an hour of debate and may offer a ger-
mane amendment to the pending business.’’ 

Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.’’ (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: Upon rejec-
tion of the motion for the previous question 
on a resolution reported from the Committee 
on Rules, control shifts to the Member lead-
ing the opposition to the previous question, 
who may offer a proper amendment or mo-
tion and who controls the time for debate 
thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
for those who oppose the Democratic major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield 
back the balance of my time, and I 
move the previous question on the res-
olution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Madam Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1900 

AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DIESEL 
EMISSION REDUCTION SUPPLE-
MENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECTS 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill (S. 2146) to authorize the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to accept, as part of 
a settlement, diesel emission reduction 
Supplemental Environmental Projects, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2146 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EPA AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DIESEL 

EMISSIONS REDUCTION SUPPLE-
MENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECTS. 

The Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (hereinafter, the ‘‘Agen-

cy’’) may accept (notwithstanding sections 
3302 and 1301 of title 31, United States Code) 
diesel emissions reduction Supplemental En-
vironmental Projects if the projects, as part 
of a settlement of any alleged violations of 
environmental law— 

(1) protect human health or the environ-
ment; 

(2) are related to the underlying alleged 
violations; 

(3) do not constitute activities that the de-
fendant would otherwise be legally required 
to perform; and 

(4) do not provide funds for the staff of the 
Agency or for contractors to carry out the 
Agency’s internal operations. 
SEC. 2. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PROVISIONS. 

In any settlement agreement regarding al-
leged violations of environmental law in 
which a defendant agrees to perform a diesel 
emissions reduction Supplemental Environ-
mental Project, the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency shall require 
the defendant to include in the settlement 
documents a certification under penalty of 
law that the defendant would have agreed to 
perform a comparably valued, alternative 
project other than a diesel emissions reduc-
tion Supplemental Environmental Project if 
the Administrator were precluded by law 
from accepting a diesel emission reduction 
Supplemental Environmental Project. A fail-
ure by the Administrator to include this lan-
guage in such a settlement agreement shall 
not create a cause of action against the 
United States under the Clean Air Act or any 
other law or create a basis for overturning a 
settlement agreement entered into by the 
United States. 
SEC. 3. INCLUSION OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-

BIA IN CERTAIN STATE AND LOCAL 
GRANT PROGRAMS FOR DIESEL 
EMISSION REDUCTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 791 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16131) is amend-
ed by adding at the end thereof the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(9) DEFINITION OF STATE.—The term 
‘State’ includes the District of Columbia.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section 
793(d)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 16133(d)(2)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘Governor’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘chief executive’’. 

(2) Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 
793(c)(2) of such Act are each amended by 
striking ‘‘50’’ and inserting ‘‘51’’ and by 
striking ‘‘2 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘1.96 per-
cent’’ in each place such terms appear. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise to urge the passage of S. 2146, a 
measure which was previously ap-
proved by the Senate. The House coun-
terpart legislation was sponsored by 
our California colleague, Mr. COSTA, 
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and has been approved by the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

The bill allows the Environmental 
Protection Agency to continue using 
supplemental environmental projects 
funds to retrofit existing diesel pow-
ered engines with emission reduction 
controls. Diesel emissions from on and 
off-road vehicles and engines account 
for more than one-half of the nitrogen 
oxide and particulate matter emissions 
from all mobile sources. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency has issued 
regulations to limit emissions from 
new diesel engines and vehicles, but 
those rules only apply to the new vehi-
cles, not to the heavy duty diesel fleet 
that is on America’s roads today. And 
given the long life of many diesel vehi-
cles and engines, it’s estimated that 
the existing fleet of vehicles will not be 
entirely cycled out of existence until 
about the year 2030. 

In order to achieve emission reduc-
tions from that very large existing die-
sel fleet, a number of actions have been 
taken in order to retrofit those vehi-
cles with emission reduction tech-
nologies. For example, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency has admin-
istered the Clean School Bus Program 
for a number of years, providing grants 
to school districts across the Nation 
for the purpose of retrofitting diesel 
powered school buses. 

As another example, Congress has 
provided funding for diesel retrofits 
under the Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality Program. And in addition, 
the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
was included as part of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005. That Act authorizes the 
expenditure of $200 million annually 
over a 5-year period for grant and for 
loan programs funding diesel project 
retrofits. 

Most recently, $49.2 million was ap-
propriated by the Congress for that 
program as a part of the fiscal year 
2008 appropriations bill. 

In addition to these programs admin-
istered by EPA, private entities have 
also often funded clean diesel programs 
as part of settlement agreements that 
have been reached with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in cases in 
which the agency had alleged that the 
private entity had committed viola-
tions of the environmental laws. These 
supplemental environmental projects 
used for diesel emission reductions 
have totaled $45.5 million from fiscal 
year 2001 through fiscal year 2006, and 
they’ve been a very valuable source of 
obtaining emission reductions from the 
existing diesel fleet. 

But as matters now stand, this very 
valuable tool to obtain diesel emission 
reductions from the older vehicles can 
no longer be used. The Environmental 
Protection Agency has concluded that 
because Congress appropriated funds 
for the Diesel Emissions Reduction 
Act, which is targeted toward older ve-
hicle retrofits, supplemental environ-
mental projects for diesel retrofits may 
no longer be used. 

That decision interprets the Mis-
cellaneous Receipts Act, which pro-

hibits agencies from augmenting from 
other sources their budgets as approved 
by the Congress. Because of that Act, 
the EPA has determined that it can no 
longer use private funding from case 
settlements to accomplish diesel retro-
fits since Congress has directly appro-
priated some funds for that purpose. 

In view of the fact that there are 10 
million heavy duty diesel vehicles and 
other engines in use today, the contin-
ued use of supplemental environmental 
projects in case settlements is both 
cost effective and environmentally 
beneficial. 

Mr. COSTA’s bill would assure their 
continued use. The measure enjoys bi-
partisan support and has been endorsed 
by more than 45 interested organiza-
tions, including a broad range of 
health, environmental and industry 
groups. 

The measure would simply grant to 
EPA specific authority to accept diesel 
emission reduction supplemental envi-
ronmental projects as part of settling 
alleged violations of environmental 
laws, provided that the projects protect 
human health or the environment, are 
related to the underlying violation, do 
not constitute activities the defendant 
would otherwise legally be required to 
perform, and do not provide funds for 
the staff of the agency or contractors 
in order to carry out internal EPA op-
erations. 

I commend Mr. COSTA for his fine 
work in bringing this measure to the 
House, and I urge passage of the Senate 
bill which incorporates his legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TERRY. I yield myself as much 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
Senate bill 2146, a very commonsense 
based solution to dealing with older 
diesel technology. 

Retrofitting simply is a cost-effec-
tive way to address the issues. It pro-
duces immediate emissions reductions 
and eliminates these really unneces-
sary infrastructure requirements. 

So with that, I’m going to urge all of 
my colleagues to support us in this 
measure. 

Before I reserve my time, I yield to 
the gentleman to answer if he has any 
other speakers. 

Mr. BOUCHER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. Mr. COSTA will be 
speaking. He is the only other speaker 
which we have. After he finishes, I will 
be yielding back our time as well. 

Mr. TERRY. Since they have the 
right to close, anyway, I’m going to 
yield back our time and let them wrap 
it up. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA). He is the au-
thor of the legislation we are consid-
ering. 

Mr. COSTA. Congressman BOUCHER 
and Congressman TERRY, I want to 
thank you and your staffs for the hard 
work that you’ve done with your col-
leagues. The Energy and Commerce 

Committee has made a significant dif-
ference in bringing this legislation to 
the floor. 

This measure, along with its com-
panion measure, Senate bill 2146, is, I 
think, very important to ensuring that 
we provide improved opportunities for 
air quality, as well as throughout the 
country. 

I also want to thank my cosponsors 
in the House bill, which includes the 
original cosponsors, Congressmen 
CARDOZA, MCNERNEY, Congressman 
NUNES, as well as Representative 
BUTTERFIELD, Representatives HILL, 
KIND, MATHESON, MATSUI, BONO MACK, 
SHIMKUS and again Congressman 
TERRY. 

This measure, combined with Senate 
2146, will allow the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to continue the prior 
practice of accepting diesel emission 
reduction projects as part of an envi-
ronmental settlement agreement. 
These settlement agreements are im-
portant when you’re trying to reach an 
accord with the private sector and 
still, at the same time, clean up the 
air. 

For many years the Environmental 
Protection Agency has funded diesel 
retrofit projects through the Supple-
mental Environment Projects, other-
wise known as SEPS with the corpora-
tions as part of overall settlement 
agreements. From fiscal year 2001 to 
fiscal year 2006, the Environmental 
Protection Agency entered into diesel 
emission reductions with these settle-
ment environment projects valued at 
over $45 million. This bill will help 
maintain this separate private funding 
source as a part of a private/public 
partnership for these projects and, at 
the same time, improve air quality in 
basins throughout the country that 
have regional air issues that they are 
in noncompliance with. 

This is particularly of importance in 
my own district that I share with my 
colleagues, Congressmen NUNES and 
MCCARTHY and Congressmen RADANO-
VICH and CARDOZA, as well as 
MCNERNEY. The San Joaquin Valley 
area is a non attainment area, and con-
sequently, we have difficult challenges 
trying to become an attainment area, 
especially when we consider that we 
are one of the fastest growing regions 
in California. 

The air basin is 250 miles long, but 
it’s shaped in a valley where you have 
mountain ranges on each side. There-
fore, we not only have our own sta-
tionary and mobile sources of emission 
that we create, but because we’re in 
the center of the transportation hub 
between Northern and Southern Cali-
fornia, actually, all the way along the 
west coast, we have interstate trans-
portation on 99 and Highway 5, which is 
no contribution of ours, but it’s part of 
interstate transportation that contrib-
utes to the emissions that we have to 
deal with. So, therefore, this is an im-
portant measure. 

We have among the highest rates of 
childhood asthma in the State. We 
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have other issues that we are con-
tinuing to deal with. 

Today, 90 percent of the commercial 
trucks are powered by diesel engines. 
Two-thirds of all farm and construc-
tion equipment run on diesel engines. 
Therefore, this measure can make a 
difference. 

California does lead the Nation in 
clean diesel technology, and some of 
the cleanest types of diesel fuel any-
where in the world. But even retrofit 
projects have their role and play a sig-
nificant contribution to improving air 
quality, not only in our district but 
throughout the country. 

Finally, in addition, retrofitting 
clean diesel technologies for diesel ve-
hicles and equipment, I think, is one of 
the most cost effective strategies for 
achieving tangible and immediate air 
quality benefits. The Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that 
these retrofit projects have a 13:1 ben-
efit-to-cost ratio, meaning that the $45 
million invested between 2001 and 2006 
translates to over $600 million of 
health benefits that also benefit young 
people, children who have asthma 
cases, those who have cardiovascular 
issues and the like. 

I want to again thank my colleagues, 
Congressman TERRY, Congressman 
BOUCHER and your staffs and all those 
who are cosponsors of this important 
measure. This is cost effective. It’s 
meaningful. It will improve air quality 
throughout the country. 

At this time I want to urge all of my 
colleagues to support the passage of 
this measure. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
yield back the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BOU-
CHER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill, S. 2146, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1915 

CAROLINE PRYCE WALKER CON-
QUER CHILDHOOD CANCER ACT 
OF 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1553) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to advance medical 
research and treatments into pediatric 
cancers, ensure patients and families 
have access to the current treatments 
and information regarding pediatric 
cancers, establish a population-based 

national childhood cancer database, 
and promote public awareness of pedi-
atric cancers, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1553 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Caroline Pryce 
Walker Conquer Childhood Cancer Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Cancer kills more children than any other 

disease. 
(2) Each year cancer kills more children be-

tween 1 and 20 years of age than asthma, diabe-
tes, cystic fibrosis, and AIDS, combined. 

(3) Every year, over 12,500 young people are 
diagnosed with cancer. 

(4) Each year about 2,300 children and teen-
agers die from cancer. 

(5) One in every 330 Americans develops can-
cer before age 20. 

(6) Some forms of childhood cancer have prov-
en to be so resistant that even in spite of the 
great research strides made, most of those chil-
dren die. Up to 75 percent of the children with 
cancer can now be cured. 

(7) The causes of most childhood cancers are 
not yet known. 

(8) Childhood cancers are mostly those of the 
white blood cells (leukemias), brain, bone, the 
lymphatic system, and tumors of the muscles, 
kidneys, and nervous system. Each of these be-
haves differently, but all are characterized by 
an uncontrolled proliferation of abnormal cells. 

(9) Eighty percent of the children who are di-
agnosed with cancer have disease which has al-
ready spread to distant sites in the body. 

(10) Ninety percent of children with a form of 
pediatric cancer are treated at one of the more 
than 200 Children’s Oncology Group member in-
stitutions throughout the United States. 
SEC. 3. PURPOSES. 

It is the purpose of this Act to authorize ap-
propriations to— 

(1) encourage the support for pediatric cancer 
research and other activities related to pediatric 
cancer; 

(2) establish a comprehensive national child-
hood cancer registry; and 

(3) provide informational services to patients 
and families affected by childhood cancer. 
SEC. 4. PEDIATRIC CANCER RESEARCH AND 

AWARENESS; NATIONAL CHILDHOOD 
CANCER REGISTRY. 

(a) PEDIATRIC CANCER RESEARCH AND AWARE-
NESS.—Subpart 1 of part C of title IV of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 285 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 417E. PEDIATRIC CANCER RESEARCH AND 

AWARENESS. 
‘‘(a) PEDIATRIC CANCER RESEARCH.— 
‘‘(1) PROGRAMS OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE IN 

PEDIATRIC CANCER.—The Secretary, in collabo-
ration with the Director of NIH and other Fed-
eral agencies with interest in prevention and 
treatment of pediatric cancer, shall continue to 
enhance, expand, and intensify pediatric cancer 
research and other activities related to pediatric 
cancer, including therapeutically applicable re-
search to generate effective treatments, pediatric 
preclinical testing, and pediatric clinical trials 
through National Cancer Institute-supported 
pediatric cancer clinical trial groups and their 
member institutions. In enhancing, expanding, 
and intensifying such research and other activi-
ties, the Secretary is encouraged to take into 
consideration the application of such research 
and other activities for minority, health dis-
parity, and medically underserved communities. 
For purposes of this section, the term ‘pediatric 
cancer research’ means research on the causes, 
prevention, diagnosis, recognition, treatment, 
and long-term effects of pediatric cancer. 

‘‘(2) PEER REVIEW REQUIREMENTS.—All grants 
awarded under this subsection shall be awarded 
in accordance with section 492. 

‘‘(b) PUBLIC AWARENESS OF PEDIATRIC CAN-
CERS AND AVAILABLE TREATMENTS AND RE-
SEARCH.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may award 
grants to childhood cancer professional and di-
rect service organizations for the expansion and 
widespread implementation of— 

‘‘(A) activities that provide available informa-
tion on treatment protocols to ensure early ac-
cess to the best available therapies and clinical 
trials for pediatric cancers; 

‘‘(B) activities that provide available informa-
tion on the late effects of pediatric cancer treat-
ment to ensure access to necessary long-term 
medical and psychological care; and 

‘‘(C) direct resource services such as edu-
cational outreach for parents, peer-to-peer and 
parent-to-parent support networks, information 
on school re-entry and postsecondary education, 
and resource directories or referral services for 
financial assistance, psychological counseling, 
and other support services. 
In awarding grants under this paragraph, the 
Secretary is encouraged to take into consider-
ation the extent to which an entity would use 
such grant for purposes of making activities and 
services described in this paragraph available to 
minority, health disparity, and medically under-
served communities. 

‘‘(2) PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT, TRANS-
PARENCY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—For each grant 
awarded under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall develop and implement metrics-based per-
formance measures to assess the effectiveness of 
activities funded under such grant. 

‘‘(3) INFORMATIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Any in-
formation made available pursuant to a grant 
awarded under paragraph (1) shall be— 

‘‘(A) culturally and linguistically appropriate 
as needed by patients and families affected by 
childhood cancer; and 

‘‘(B) approved by the Secretary. 
‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 

section shall be construed as being inconsistent 
with the goals and purposes of the Minority 
Health and Health Disparities Research and 
Education Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 202 note). 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For purposes of carrying out this section and 
section 399E–1, there are authorized to be appro-
priated $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. Such authorization of appropria-
tions is in addition to the authorization of ap-
propriations established in section 402A with re-
spect to such purpose. Funds appropriated 
under this subsection shall remain available 
until expended.’’. 

(b) NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER REGISTRY.— 
Part M of title III of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 280e et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by inserting after section 399E the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 399E–1. NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER 

REGISTRY. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting 

through the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, shall award a grant to 
enhance and expand infrastructure to track the 
epidemiology of pediatric cancer into a com-
prehensive nationwide registry of actual occur-
rences of pediatric cancer. Such registry shall be 
updated to include an actual occurrence within 
weeks of the date of such occurrence. 

‘‘(b) INFORMED CONSENT AND PRIVACY RE-
QUIREMENTS AND COORDINATION WITH EXISTING 
PROGRAMS.—The registry established pursuant 
to subsection (a) shall be subject to section 552a 
of title 5, United States Code, the regulations 
promulgated under section 264(c) of the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 
1996, applicable Federal and State informed con-
sent regulations, any other applicable Federal 
and State laws relating to the privacy of patient 
information, and section 399B(d)(4) of this 
Act.’’; and 
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(2) in section 399F(a), by inserting ‘‘(other 

than section 399E–1)’’ after ‘‘this part’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, we’re here today to 
consider H.R. 1553, the Caroline Pryce 
Walker Cancer Act of 2008. 

Between infancy and 15 years of age, 
cancer is the leading cause of death by 
disease among children in the United 
States. In 2007, approximately 10,000 
new cases of pediatric cancer were di-
agnosed in children ages 0 to 14 years. 

Although the incidents of invasive 
cancer has increased slightly over the 
past 30 years, mortality has declined 
dramatically for many childhood can-
cers. Despite these advances, treat-
ments for some childhood cancers are 
inadequate. Negative effects resulting 
from current pediatric cancer therapies 
indicate a need to strengthen Federal 
support for activities leading to an en-
hanced understanding of childhood can-
cers and treatments that are less toxic 
and more effective. 

H.R. 1553 would strengthen the Fed-
eral investment in pediatric cancer re-
search and reassert Congress’s commit-
ment to conquering childhood cancer. 
This legislation directs the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to con-
tinue to enhance, expand, and intensify 
pediatric cancer research and other ac-
tivities related to pediatric cancer. 
Furthermore, this legislation directs 
HHS and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to enhance and ex-
pand infrastructure to track the epide-
miology of pediatric cancer into a com-
prehensive nationwide registry of ac-
tual occurrences of pediatric cancer. 

I want to thank my colleagues on the 
Energy and Commerce Committee for 
working together in a bipartisan fash-
ion to get this important legislation to 
the floor today. I would also like to 
commend, in particular, Representa-
tive CHRIS VAN HOLLEN and also Rep-
resentative DEBORAH PRYCE, whose 
diligent work and commitment to this 
issue are the reason we’re here today. 

This legislation, Madam Speaker, is 
named in memory of Representative 
PRYCE’s 9-year-old daughter Caroline 
who tragically lost her valiant battle 
against a rare form of cancer, neuro-
blastoma, on September 4, 1999. I can’t 
think of a more fitting tribute to Caro-

line Pryce Walker than to see her 
mother’s legislation overwhelmingly 
pass the House floor today. 

I encourage all of my colleagues in 
the support of this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise with Ranking 
Member JOE BARTON and all of our En-
ergy and Commerce colleagues in en-
thusiastic support of H.R. 1553 which is 
called appropriately the Caroline Pryce 
Walker Conquer Childhood Cancer Act 
of 2008. 

I would like to thank my friend from 
Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) for introducing this 
important piece of legislation. I want 
to thank Chairman DINGELL and Sub-
committee Chairman Mr. PALLONE for 
working in such a bipartisan manner as 
we moved this bill through our Energy 
and Commerce Committees 

Because of the bipartisan efforts of 
all of those involved in this legislation, 
I’m proud to say that the legislation 
before us today will now work in con-
junction with the NIH Reform Act of 
2006, and I believe that this bill should 
serve as a model for others that seek to 
improve a particular field of research 
at the NIH. 

As my colleagues are no doubt aware, 
I firmly believe that it is our responsi-
bility as Members of Congress to en-
sure that the NIH has the latitude and 
flexibility to continue its research in 
all areas of health care. 

Our focus in Congress should be on 
ensuring that the NIH, along with 
other relevant Federal agencies, re-
ceive the necessary funding to carry 
out their missions; and I believe that 
Congress must also strive to avoid 
micromanaging the NIH unless we 
want to inadvertently hamper the very 
scientific discoveries that we all want 
to see come to fruition. 

DEBORAH PRYCE is a committed 
mother and a dedicated, tireless advo-
cate for ending the dreadful curse of 
childhood cancer in our great Nation 
and throughout the world. Through 
this legislation, she is honoring not 
only the memory of her daughter but 
also the memories of all the children 
and families who have suffered from 
cancer. As a parent, I can’t imagine 
anything more tragic and devastating 
to see your child go through that. 

So we’ve worked so hard to help im-
prove the research capacity of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Always 
keep in mind that it is my sincere de-
sire that these efforts would lead to 
fewer parents knowing this awful feel-
ing of loss. 

We will all greatly miss Representa-
tive PRYCE after her retirement from 
the House at the end of this Congress. 
Without question, she is leaving both a 
legacy for her work on behalf of the 
people of Ohio as well as further leader-
ship of the Republicans in the House of 
Representatives. 

Again, I thank my colleagues for 
their efforts, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DIN-

GELL, Mr. BARTON, and encourage all of 
my colleagues on this side of the aisle 
to support this legislation. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of our time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
would yield 4 minutes to the lead 
Democratic sponsor of the bill, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN). 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. I thank my col-
league. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this bill, the Caroline Pryce 
Walker Conquer Childhood Cancer Act 
of 2008, and I want to first and foremost 
thank my colleague, DEBORAH PRYCE, 
for her leadership and commitment on 
this very important issue that affects 
so many children and families around 
our Nation. We’re all very grateful to 
her for working to prevent other people 
and other families from facing the 
same tragic loss that she and her fam-
ily experienced with the loss of a child, 
and I’m honored to have worked with 
her on this bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. 

I also want to thank Chairman DIN-
GELL, Chairman PALLONE, Ranking 
Members BARTON and DEAL and their 
staffs for working to bring this legisla-
tion to the floor today and for their 
commitment on this very important 
issue. 

I think that the title of this bill is a 
fitting tribute not only to DEBORAH 
PRYCE’s daughter, Caroline Pryce 
Walker, but also to the other millions 
of children who have courageously 
fought pediatric cancer and those who 
are bravely fighting pediatric cancer 
today as we speak on this floor. 

I have had the opportunity to meet 
with many of those children and their 
families who are struggling with child-
hood cancer. One of them, Matthew 
Grossman, was diagnosed at the age of 
13 with a very rare brain tumor. Before 
his diagnosis, he was a soccer player, a 
swimmer, a talented young musician 
from Bethesda, Maryland. Matthew un-
derwent 7 months of chemotherapy, 
brain surgery, 6 weeks of daily radi-
ation to the brain and spine, and two 
bone marrow transplants. 

This brave young man has been in 
full remission since January 2006. He 
went back to school and rejoined his 
class, despite having been out of school 
for a year and a half. He recently cele-
brated his 17th birthday and continues 
to play guitar, perform in a band, and 
sing in his school’s choir. 

Matthew is one story out of thou-
sands. Unfortunately, there are many 
children who are not as fortunate as 
Matthew. Cancer remains the number 
one killer of children under the age of 
15 who die from disease in this country. 
Pediatric cancer, including brain tu-
mors, comes in many variations. Each 
year there are about 12,000 new cases of 
pediatric cancer. And while the inci-
dents of pediatric cancer has increased, 
the causes are largely unknown. 
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Thanks to past funding in childhood 

cancer research, we know that 78 per-
cent of childhood cancer patients over-
all are now able to survive the disease. 
Forty years ago, it was a much dif-
ferent story. Cure rates for children 
with cancer was lower than 10 percent. 
This shows that biomedical research 
and funding that we’ve been able to do 
has saved lives, and it’s also why we’re 
here today to say we need to finish the 
job and continue the commitment be-
cause currently, the NIH has not re-
ceived the funds it needs. 

We know that the President’s pro-
posed budget this year has once again, 
unfortunately, been flat funded for 
NIH. Since the doubling of the NIH 
budget in the year 2003, that funding 
has not kept pace with biomedical in-
flation, and that has impeded our abil-
ity to delay and do the research we 
need into the onset of many diseases. If 
we fail to invest in innovative research 
at NIH, we will forfeit the opportuni-
ties to make ground-breaking, life-sav-
ing work to save lives. 

The NCI currently spends approxi-
mately $170 million a year on pediatric 
cancer research. Much of this now goes 
to laboratory and pre-clinical testing. 
We also need to do the important work 
to invest in clinical trials. An NCI peer 
review group of scientists in 2002 recog-
nized this and recommended $54 mil-
lion in funding for pediatric cancer 
clinical trials. That level was never 
funded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, if I 
could yield the gentleman an addi-
tional minute. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the chairman. 

That level was never fully funded, 
and since then, this funding has been 
cut. 

Because Federal funding for pediatric 
research continues to drop, many crit-
ical trials have been put at risk. As 
many as 20 studies has been put on hold 
and enrollment in new clinical trials 
has decreased by more than 400 chil-
dren. This is taking us in the wrong di-
rection. 

This act will enhance and expand pe-
diatric cancer research activities at 
the NIH, establish a pediatric cancer 
registry, and increase educational in-
formational and support services to pa-
tients and families affected by child-
hood cancer. 

Madam Speaker, we can do better in 
our fight against pediatric cancer. 
Let’s help give our children and their 
families the future they so deserve by 
passing this bill. I urge my colleagues, 
and once again, thank our colleague, 
DEBORAH PRYCE, for leading by exam-
ple in this very important area. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, at this 
time I yield as much time as she may 
consume to the author and the grand 
gentlelady from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE). 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding very much. 

Madam Speaker, I believe today we 
stand on the cusp of something very 

significant, and that is the chance to 
spare families forevermore from having 
to hear the words ‘‘your child has can-
cer.’’ Today, after many hard years of 
work by staff here on Capitol Hill, by 
people in the administration, by grass-
roots groups across the country, by 
concerned citizens everywhere, we will 
consider a bill that will make a his-
toric difference in the lives of more 
than 12,000 children a year who are di-
agnosed with cancer. 

I would like to thank my colleagues, 
especially Chairman DINGELL and 
Chairman PALLONE, Ranking Members 
BARTON and DEAL, my cosponsor CHRIS 
VAN HOLLEN who just spoke, a great 
supporter on my side of the aisle, MIKE 
MCCAUL, and for a new friend that I 
have found here in Congress, JOE 
SESTAK, who also knows the issue far 
too well and who also has heard the 
words ‘‘your child has cancer.’’ 

Madam Speaker, some of us that I 
have just named are rivals of the high-
est degree and the strongest of adver-
saries when it comes to politics and 
even some issues. But as for the issue 
of cancer, we have a unique way of 
transcending the political and tapping 
into what is uniquely human among us. 

b 1930 

I would also like to thank my friend 
DARLENE HOOLEY and my very dear 
friend LOIS CAPPS, also on the com-
mittee, and also Mrs. CAPPS has been 
one of those sad Members of the club 
who has heard the words, ‘‘Your daugh-
ter has cancer.’’ I want to thank them 
for their thoughtfulness, that they sug-
gested that this bill be renamed in 
honor of my daughter, Caroline, who as 
it was mentioned lost her courageous 
battle with cancer 9 years ago. 

In the years that I’ve been working 
on this legislation, my friends have 
been with me every step of the way, as 
has Caroline, making sure that her lit-
tle promise to help those other kids 
that she played with in their fights and 
so all the kids who come after her 
won’t have to go through what she did. 
Madam Speaker, Caroline would have 
graduated from high school last Fri-
day. This is our graduation gift to her. 

So, yes, this bill is very personal to 
me, and it should be very personal to 
everyone because there is not a single 
American who hasn’t been touched by 
this dreadful disease called cancer. Un-
fortunately, there are far, far too 
many, and we must know that a Nation 
with our resources or a Nation with our 
scientists, our committed doctors and 
oncologists and our fighting spirit, we 
can and we will do more to defeat this 
disease that attacks our children and 
put an end to their suffering. 

You know, cancer is no longer the 
mystery that it once was. The sci-
entific and medical communities con-
tinue to crash through barriers every 
day to unlock cancer’s deadly secrets. 
We will continue to cut this opponent 
down to size, but we continue to lose 
one in every five children diagnosed. 
Each and every school day, 46 children, 

more than two classrooms, will be di-
agnosed with cancer; 2,300 of them will 
die from it. We can and we will do bet-
ter. 

The bill before us today provides the 
lifeblood necessary to continue our ad-
vancements in pediatric cancer re-
search, $30 million annually over 5 
years. It is a very small price to pay 
for the life years that will be saved. 

This bill creates a national database 
on childhood cancers to help research-
ers detect trends in these diseases, 
variables like genetics, geography and 
environmental influences that may be 
sources that are possibly causing these 
diseases which we can’t figure out. 

The bill provides for education and 
information services to patients and 
families to ensure that they are aware 
of and have access to appropriate clin-
ical treatment, as well as the array of 
needed support services. Madam Speak-
er, nothing equates to the fear and un-
certainty felt when a parent hears a 
cancer diagnosis for their child. This 
will give them somewhere to turn. 

What this bill will help us learn 
about pediatric cancer will likely yield 
breakthroughs in our understanding of 
other diseases and treatments. And pe-
diatric cancer research is leading the 
way in clinical advancements. 

You see, last year, roughly 1.4 mil-
lion people were diagnosed with cancer; 
yet, a measly 3 percent of those pa-
tients were enrolled in clinical trials. 
Now, by contrast, clinical trials are 
now part of the standard of care for pe-
diatric cancer, and the vast majority of 
children diagnosed are enrolled in 
these trials. 

And we’re learning so much because 
of these enrollments. We’re learning 
more about the trials than we thought 
possible. We’re learning how to suc-
cessfully handle survivorship issues. 
We’re helping these kids live longer, 
and more importantly, we’re inching 
closer to a cure. 

For the past few weeks, hundreds of 
thousands of people filled the streets of 
our Nation’s cities in the National 
Race for the Cure. It is an emotional, 
humbling and awe-inspiring experience 
to bear witness to this sea of pink hu-
manity, women, men, and children 
from all walks of life, united by the 
common goal of defeating breast can-
cer. 

Today, with this bill, we have a 
chance to capture that same spirit and 
resolve, to reclaim the many hundreds 
of life years lost, to save countless 
families the grief and despair of this 
sickness and death of a little one, and 
to one day look back upon this mo-
ment as a true catalyst that led to the 
end of childhood cancer. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this legislation, and I urge them to 
urge our Senate colleagues to support 
this legislation, as we look forward to 
seeing the end of this plague upon our 
children. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
would yield 3 minutes to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS). 
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Mrs. CAPPS. I thank my colleague. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in very strong 

support of H.R. 1553, the Conquer Child-
hood Cancer Act. It is very fitting that 
we have named this legislation in 
memory of Caroline Pryce Walker, 
daughter of this bill’s champion, my 
dear colleague, DEBORAH PRYCE. 

This bill is going to take necessary 
and important steps to address specific 
needs of pediatric cancer in at least 
three significant ways. It will ensure 
that we have enough qualified pediatric 
oncologists and nurses. It will improve 
clinical trials for the treatment of can-
cer in children. Finally, it would also 
conduct more public awareness about 
treatment options and support for chil-
dren with cancer and their families. 

As one of the co-chairs of the Cancer 
Caucus, along with my colleague from 
Ohio, I am so proud to see this bill, 
which was one of our priorities, and a 
personal priority as we all know, mov-
ing forward. 

I want to share a bit about how the 
momentum behind this bill has already 
spurred people across the country into 
action. 

Just this past Saturday, I attended 
an event in my town of Santa Barbara 
called ‘‘Kids for a Cure.’’ Amazingly, it 
was organized by Madison 
Lewandowski, an 8-year-old con-
stituent of mine, who, despite being so 
young, knows that she can make a dif-
ference in the lives of others. I told my 
young friends who were gathered last 
Saturday that I was going to share this 
story as a testimony to this legislation 
and to what is happening across this 
country. 

Madison organized a wonderful char-
ity event, with proceeds going to the 
Cancer Center of Santa Barbara’s pedi-
atric research fund. We all enjoyed a 
day of story telling, face painting, a si-
lent auction, and this amazing rum-
mage sale in which children and their 
families brought used toys to share 
with other children and their families 
and raise money in the process, and 
that money all going to raise aware-
ness for pediatric cancer. I can think of 
nothing more powerful than the sight 
of children advocating on behalf of 
other children. 

I know our colleague from Ohio in 
these past 9 years has spearheaded a 
number of community events around 
the country actually and in this city to 
raise awareness for childhood cancer 
and to raise the necessary funds to be 
added to the funds, which our legisla-
tion will hopefully make possible for 
pediatric cancer. 

So whether it’s through community 
organizing or comprehensive legisla-
tion, we are all working together in 
this country to fight pediatric cancer. 

I am honored and proud to be a part 
of this effort, particularly on this day, 
to honor my colleague and friend as 
well because of the dedication she has 
provided for this House in leading us to 
this point. 

I thank the leadership of our com-
mittee that has brought us to this 

point as well and the work that we will 
do with our colleagues to make sure 
this legislation is passed and signed 
into law. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, at this 
time, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. I thank the 
gentleman. 

Madam Speaker, every now and then, 
as Members of Congress, we have one of 
those moments, a moment when we 
feel like we can truly make a dif-
ference. This, in my view, is one of 
those moments, and I want to thank 
Congresswoman DEBORAH PRYCE for 
her leadership, her perseverance in this 
issue. 

It’s been a long, hard fight, but we 
got here. It’s going to pass, and this is 
a great day. It’s a great day for those 
who have suffered. It’s a great day for 
those who have been in pain. It’s a 
great day for the victims. 

This bill provides a beacon of light. It 
provides a voice for the innocents who 
don’t have a voice, for children whose 
eyes we have looked into who are dying 
from this dreaded disease, for victims 
of this disease like my constituents 
Tim and Donna Culliver who lost their 
son Adam at the age of 4, to Caroline 
who lost her life at the age of 9. 

I think of my own daughter, Caro-
line, my five children, the countless 
other children out there who could be a 
victim of this dreaded disease. This bill 
will lead the path towards a cure for 
cancer. 

And this is not a Republican or 
Democratic issue. This is an American 
issue. It’s an issue for the children, and 
it’s a fitting tribute to you, Congress-
woman PRYCE, and your daughter, 
Caroline, for all the hard work and the 
efforts you’ve put into this. 

I’ve been through the pediatric hos-
pital, as many of us have, and there’s 
nothing more painful than to look into 
the eyes of a child who is dying from 
this disease, who’s afflicted with this 
disease, whose parents look at you as a 
Member of Congress and say: Isn’t 
there something you can do? Can you 
stop this? 

I watched my best friend in grade 
school die from cancer, and we have all 
been touched, as DEBORAH PRYCE said, 
by this disease in some way or another. 
But this is a real monumental moment, 
a moment where we truly can make a 
difference. They often say the measure 
of a man’s life or woman’s life is the, 
do I leave this world in a better place 
than it was before I came in. I can 
truly say that with the passage of this 
bill, that this Congress and this brave 
Congresswoman, through her leader-
ship and her legacy, will leave this 
world a better place. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SESTAK). 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, 12,000 
children will be diagnosed with cancer 
this year; 2,000 will not make it with 
their cancer to the end of this year. 
But there’s no real face to those num-

bers until you’ve had it happen to you. 
As my new, wonderful friend from Ohio 
had it with her beautiful daughter, 
Caroline, or I did with my 4-year-old 
daughter Alex, nothing in my 31 years 
in the military, whether it was the rav-
ages of being in war or whether it was 
the challenges of a cold peace, ever pre-
pared for me for those words ‘‘tumor,’’ 
‘‘cancer,’’ the words that need to be re-
moved from our vocabulary by eradi-
cating it from the lives of our children. 

When you live in a cancer ward and 
oncology ward, you see such hope as a 
child, your child, holds your hand and 
puts all that hope in you as a parent, 
knowing that you’re going to make it 
all right. And at the same time, as you 
so well know, you see such hopeless-
ness at times in the oncology ward 
when there’s nothing else to be done. 

b 1945 
I came down today to speak of you. 

You really do take that wonderful dic-
tum of Hubert Humphrey to fruition, 
that ‘‘the moral test of a government 
is how well it does take care of those in 
the dawn of life, the children, so that 
they might see the twilight of life as 
seniors. 

The only sad thing about today is 
that you won’t be here next year. In 
the Bible, Jonathan and David, as they 
departed, the two great warriors, for 
the very last time, Jonathan said to 
David, ‘‘Tomorrow thou shalt be 
missed because thy seat shall be 
empty.’’ Your seat won’t be empty be-
cause you have left such a wonderful 
legacy behind for my daughter, so she 
will have a chance in the future, if it 
does come back. Because you all will, 
in this legacy, not only for her, but for 
so many, have given them the oppor-
tunity, those in the twilight of life, to 
know the dawn of life, to see the twi-
light of life as seniors. So thank you 
for her that, yes, we, as parents, can 
make it all right. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this bill. And thank you very much. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR). 

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, it is a great privi-
lege this evening to rise in support of 
H.R. 1553, the Caroline Pryce Walker 
Conquer Childhood Cancer Act of 2008, 
and to thank my beloved colleague 
from Ohio, from our Buckeye State, 
DEBORAH PRYCE, a loving mother and a 
very, very able Congresswoman, for 
taking her grief and helping place it 
here, and in memory of her beautiful 
daughter, taking that struggle forward 
for the sake of the future of our coun-
try. 

I suppose one could say, ‘‘for every 
season there is a purpose,’’ and Caro-
line’s season forever will be spring; and 
that what you lived together you 
shared with the country. And the per-
sonal became political in the best sense 
so that we could make it better for 
those who will come after us. And after 
all, is that not what we are here to do? 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

time of the gentlewoman has expired. 
Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield an additional minute to the gen-
tlewoman. 

Ms. KAPTUR. I also stand here this 
evening in memory of a young gen-
tleman by the name of Zachary Hebda 
from the State of Maryland, who died 
at the age of seven of a childhood can-
cer. And at seven, that child had such 
measure, just like an adult. And he 
faced, as your daughter did, something 
that we, as adults, wonder if we could 
face. And we never forget them because 
they hold us up in our own work with 
their strength and their courage. We 
need answers. We need answers for our 
children. We need to stem this disease, 
and we need to prevent and we need to 
cure. 

I want to thank Congresswoman 
PRYCE for her years of service and 
doing what is so wrenching, to con-
tinue after the loss of someone who is 
so much a part of yourself and helping 
us better ourselves as a country. I 
thank you for this exceptional piece of 
legislation. 

I thank Chairman PALLONE. I thank 
Congresswoman CAPPS and those who 
have supported you in this effort. And 
I thank you for, most of all, sharing 
Caroline with us as a most beautiful, 
beautiful memory and tribute to her 
and to you. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Con-
gresswoman PRYCE and I came to the 
floor as a mother, and certainly some-
one who has spent a good deal of time 
working in the Women’s Caucus. And 
we would be together in a time when 
Democrats and Republicans would 
come together around issues of chil-
dren and women. And I know of your 
forceful voice. And so I come today to 
thank you for this legislation and this 
tribute to Caroline because, coming 
from Houston, we have the Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital. And I have visited the 
McDonald’s House, which is a home 
that families are able to use to be able 
to see the children who are with their 
family who are suffering from cancer 
and obviously are in great need of pedi-
atric research. And you see the smiling 
faces, and you see the uniqueness of 
their look, if you will—many of their 
heads are shaven—but you also see 
love. And this is what this bill rep-
resents to all of us; it is a testament of 
love, and the fact that children should 
have a future. 

Caroline Pryce Walker, in the words 
Conquer Child Cancer Act of 2008, is 
embodied in the love that you have for 
your daughter. 

I just want to recount one or two of 
the findings, because I think it is very 
important to note that cancer kills 
more children than any other disease. 
Many of us don’t know that. You would 

think of many other elements that 
might kill. You don’t know that cancer 
is the number one killer of children. 

Each year, cancer kills more children 
between one and 20 years of age than 
asthma, diabetes, cystic fibrosis and 
AIDS. So I simply want to close by in-
dicating that I was in a committee 
hearing and we just finished and I saw 
you speaking on the floor, and I was 
compelled to just come and say thank 
you. Thank you for your leadership. 
And you have entrusted in us the fact 
that we will carry on in your name and 
in your daughter’s name. 

I ask for support of this bill, and I 
thank Chairman PALLONE. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the rest of our time. 

I’ve participated in some very in-
tense debates on this House floor. And 
these are times that, on a bill like we 
have before us today, where truly we 
all come together. It’s beyond biparti-
sanship, as people have heard from the 
rather dramatic and emotional testi-
mony from all of the Members who 
have testified here today. Because 
there is nothing more emotional than a 
child who has been diagnosed with a 
cancer. There is just nothing more 
traumatic to a parent, to a family. And 
if there is anything that we can do as 
a congressional body to try and allevi-
ate that type of pain a family could 
suffer in the future, we should under-
take that. And we’ve done it here 
today. 

I want to thank DEBORAH PRYCE for 
her strength, not only in her testimony 
here on the floor today, but for the 
years that she has continued to work 
this issue and push it forward to its 
House conclusion today. 

I also want to just thank Mr. 
PALLONE and Mr. DINGELL, who partici-
pated in this bill and made sure that it 
moved through our committee in a 
timely way and onto the House floor, 
as well as Mr. VAN HOLLEN and so 
many other supporters of this bill. 
Many thanks go out to them. 

So we should be proud, as Mr. 
MCCAUL and many speakers said, of our 
efforts here today. I encourage every 
single member of our conference on 
this side of the aisle to join me in sup-
porting the Caroline Pryce Walker 
Conquer Childhood Disease Act. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to urge 
all my colleagues to support this bill 
overwhelmingly. And I want to make a 
commitment to Congresswoman 
PRYCE, as she had urged, that we get 
this over to the Senate and get it 
passed as quickly as possible so we can 
send it to the President. 

I know that this is in memory of her 
daughter Caroline, and all the different 
things that have been said here today 
is certainly a tribute to you and all 
that you have done here in the House 
of Representatives. 

I just want to say, I’ve watched you 
over the years. I know you were the 
chairwoman of the Republican Con-
ference, and as you said, we were often 
battling. But in all of that, Congress-
woman PRYCE was always a lady and 
really someone who was able to get 
along with people on both sides of the 
aisle and work towards good govern-
ment goals. 

So this bill really is a tribute to her 
in memory of her daughter. And I just 
want to thank her again for all that 
she has done. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PALLONE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1553, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to place on the RECORD the 
following: That this afternoon when 
the House voted on H.R. 6003, rollcall 
400, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on the 
Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act as I have fully sup-
ported its intent and worked with the 
distinguished chairman, Mr. OBERSTAR, 
to include the Cleveland-Toledo-Chi-
cago Corridor in that bill, and as a 
member of the Transportation Housing 
Subcommittee of Appropriations with 
responsibility for funding the effort. 
However, at the time of the vote, after 
voting ‘‘no’’ on the prior motion to re-
commit, when that vote was held open 
for 15 minutes I left the Chamber to lo-
cate 226 high school students from 
Timber Stone Junior High School in 
my district, who were nowhere to be 
found on either the east or west side of 
the Capitol. When I came back to the 
floor, the vote had been reduced to 5 
minutes and I was not able to record 
my final vote as ‘‘yes’’ on the final 
vote. I wanted to place that on the 
RECORD. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5749, EMERGENCY EX-
TENDED UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION ACT OF 2008 

Mr. ARCURI (during consideration of 
H.R. 1553), from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–710) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1265) providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 5749) to provide for a 
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program of emergency unemployment 
compensation, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

b 2000 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

U.S. OPEN BEGINS PLAY 
TOMORROW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I 
want to let all of my colleagues know 
that, as most of them already do, that 
tomorrow is the United States Open, 
the great U.S. Open, the great tradi-
tion in golf competition. And it is 
going to be held at Torrey Pines in San 
Diego. 

I thought this might be an appro-
priate time to pay tribute to those 
great golfers who have come to the San 
Diego area, and especially to talk 
about the dean of golf in San Diego, 
that great champion who won two U.S. 
opens, Billy Casper. We have had a 
number of great champions out of San 
Diego. 

Madam Speaker, there is a line that 
connects Billy Casper and Phil 
Mickelson, who is one of the top con-
tenders. He is going to be playing to-
morrow. He is a great U.S. Open com-
petitor who has been runner-up four 
times. He said the other day, I think it 
was on the Golf Channel, that he loves 
the U.S. Open. So far the U.S. Open 
hasn’t loved him. But he follows a suc-
cession of great golfers out of San 
Diego. 

We had ‘‘Gene the Machine,’’ Gene 
Littler, who won the U.S. Open in 1961; 
the great Mickey Wright, possibly the 
greatest woman golfer of all time, who 
won, I believe, four LPGA champion-
ships; Craig Stadler, who while he 
didn’t win the U.S. Open, won the Mas-
ters; the great Paul Runyan, ‘‘Little 
Poison,’’ who at one point, even though 
he was outdriven about 100 yards on 
every drive by Sam Snead at the PGA 
Championships back in the thirties 
beat the Great Snead 8 and 7 by being 
so good around the greens; and of 
course the great Scott Simpson who 
won the U.S. Open in 1987. And that 
leads me to the guy who won the U.S. 
Open two times, really the dean of golf 

in San Diego, California, the great 
Billy Casper. 

Madam Speaker, people don’t under-
stand how great Billy Casper was and 
is. He won 51 professional tournaments. 
During the heyday of the big three, 
that was Palmer, Player and Nicklaus, 
that period between 1964 and 1970 when 
those three golfers were winning a 
combined 35 victories, Billy Casper by 
himself was winning 23 victories, more 
than Palmer or Player combined and 
three more than Jack Nicklaus. In 
fact, I think it was the great Jack 
Nicklaus who said at one point that it 
should have been the big four. 

Billy Casper is a guy who had the 
greatest Ryder Cup record in the his-
tory of American golfers and the best 
come-from-behind win in a U.S. Open 
championship in our history. And let 
me tell you just a little bit about that. 
It was 1966 at Olympic Golf Course in 
San Francisco. Billy Casper walked up 
to the tee on the last nine, the back 
nine of the last 18 holes of the last day 
of the U.S. Open. He walked up to the 
tee seven shots behind the great Arnold 
Palmer in his prime. And after he had 
finished that nine holes, he had shot a 
32, he had tied Palmer who was only 
three over par on the back nine, and 
with a seven-shot lead, you ought to be 
able to win the U.S. Olympic with the 
37 on the last nine. But he tied him, 
caught him by seven strokes in the last 
nine holes. And the next day, the great 
Billy Casper won the playoff against 
Arnold Palmer with a 69. That is the 
great Billy Casper, one of the great 
Americans of all time, one of the great 
athletes and golfers of all time, and our 
dean of golf in San Diego. 

I want to recognize my friend, Danny 
Burton who, while he is very modest, is 
a great athlete. He was the high school 
champion in Indiana, a guy we have all 
looked up to and a guy who also has 
some memories of his own about some 
of these U.S. Open champions. 

I would like to yield to my friend 
from Indiana. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I thank the 
gentleman for taking the time to do 
this. I wish everybody that is inter-
ested in golf were paying attention to-
night because you’re mentioning some 
really great players from San Diego. 
There must be something in the water 
out there. 

But Scott Simpson is a friend of 
mine. I have had the opportunity to 
play with Scott a few times. And he is 
probably one of the nicest people I have 
ever met in golf. He is a very good 
Christian man. He is an outstanding 
golfer. He doesn’t know the meaning of 
‘‘quit.’’ And he won the U.S. Open as 
well. And he is one of those guys from 
San Diego that you as a San Diegoan, 
I guess that is how you say it, ought to 
be very proud of. 

Billy Casper and Phil Mickelson, 
Scott Simpson and Gene Littler, a 
great bunch of guys and a great bunch 
of golfers; Phil Mickelson, I have had 
the pleasure of playing with him as 
well. I will tell you, he is going to win 

the Open one of these days because he 
has the ability, and he is the caliber of 
man to get the job done. I know he has 
had a few flukes here in the past. He 
has won the Masters twice. And I pre-
dict Phil will win the U.S. Open before 
too long. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let me ask my friend, 
Dan Burton, a lot of people have criti-
cized Phil Mickelson because he is kind 
of a go-for-broke player. And they 
often say, as in some of the shots that 
he took in some of the closing holes in 
some of the majors, that Phil 
Mickelson didn’t play the odds, that he 
didn’t hit the safe shot. He went for the 
go-for-broke shot. And in some cases, it 
didn’t work out. I kind of like that. Be-
cause that is really what we go to the 
golf course to see. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. The people 
that criticize Mickelson probably can’t 
even carry his shoes. He has won two 
Masters. He is the number two golfer in 
the world right now. He is tough in 
every tournament. So when people say 
something bad about Mickelson, they 
had better take a good look at them-
selves, especially if they are a golfer. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thank the gentleman. 
And I will just say that it is a great 
day for Billy Casper, a great day for 
Phil Mickelson tomorrow, and a great 
day for the U.S. Open and all of our 
past champions. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Tomorrow 
is the beginning of the best and great-
est golf tournament in the world. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thank the gentleman. 
f 

STATE OF THE NATIONAL 
ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COURTNEY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Rhode 
Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss one of the most crit-
ical issues facing American families 
today—the state of the national econ-
omy. I want the American people to 
know that this Congress understands 
the struggles facing millions of people. 
And we have been taking steps to pro-
vide assistance to those in need. Just 
last week, we heard the troubling news 
that our unemployment rate jumped 
from 5 percent in April to 5.5 percent in 
May. 

Now in Rhode Island, the problem is 
even worse with an unemployment rate 
of 6.1 percent. Now I strongly support 
an extension of unemployment insur-
ance to those who exhausted their ben-
efit. And I am disappointed that Re-
publicans blocked its passage in the 
House earlier today. Unfortunately, 
our economic woes are not limited, 
though, to high unemployment. As 
health care costs and food prices rise, 
families find themselves forced to de-
cide between buying groceries and 
medicine, a choice no person should 
ever have to make. And compounding 
problems of skyrocketing energy costs 
have made it tougher for people to fill 
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their gas tanks while affordable hous-
ing has become also increasingly rare. 

We know what the American people 
are facing, and we are taking steps to 
help. Of the many challenges that we 
are dealing with right now, one impor-
tant priority for me is to address the 
housing crisis. Now home ownership 
has become an unreachable dream for 
many Rhode Islanders who face the 
typical monthly housing payments up-
wards of $2,200. The situation for rent-
ers is not much better. The average 
two-bedroom apartment right now 
rents for nearly $1,200 a month. Mean-
while our State’s foreclosure rate has 
risen 20 percent in the last few months. 
I have worked to help Rhode Islanders 
facing foreclosure, but we need to do 
more at the national level. 

I have been proud to support Chair-
man FRANK’s efforts to pass com-
prehensive housing legislation which 
would significantly increase avail-
ability of affordable housing nation-
wide and help those facing foreclosure 
to keep their homes. I am certainly 
hopeful that the Senate will act soon 
and we will bring swift relief to the 
American people. 

Our constituents also face sky-
rocketing energy costs which are eat-
ing up an ever larger portion of dispos-
able income. The average U.S. house-
hold spends approximately $1,000 more 
per year on gasoline than it did 5 years 
ago. Meanwhile oil and gas companies 
are reaping record profits while doing 
nothing to lower prices for consumers. 
I think this is an absolute outrage. 

I have strongly advocated a com-
prehensive energy plan to lower costs, 
create jobs and improve our environ-
ment. As a short-term strategy, this 
Congress has, among other things, sus-
pended shipments to the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to provide more oil to 
the market. We cracked down on price- 
fixing among energy companies and 
passed legislation to repeal massive 
tax breaks for oil and gas companies. 

In the longer term, though, we must 
invest in conservation and domestic 
production of clean and renewable 
fuels. This will reduce our reliance on 
foreign energy sources while creating 
new jobs in the green energy sector. 
Unfortunately, the President’s stub-
born opposition to commonsense initia-
tives has blocked any real progress. I’m 
going to keep fighting to move our Na-
tion forward, toward a more respon-
sible energy policy, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in this effort. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned 
about the state of our Nation’s health 
care system. Right now, approximately 
47 million Americans lack health in-
surance while the rest watch their cov-
erage costs continue their steep climb. 
That is why I’ve introduced the Amer-
ican Health Benefits Program Act, 
which will provide every American 
with access to the same quality, afford-
able coverage as Members of Congress. 
My bipartisan proposal offers a prac-
tical model to begin reigning in costs, 
improving quality and delivering the 

same level of health care that this 
country deserves. 

American prosperity, Mr. Speaker, 
depends on individual economic secu-
rity. Only when Americans no longer 
have to choose between groceries, gas 
and health care will our economy truly 
flourish. I am committed to improving 
the economic outlook for the millions 
who are struggling, and I will continue 
working with my colleagues in Con-
gress on this vital and urgent goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE ENERGY CRISIS AND THE 
AMERICAN ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, we have been talking about the en-
ergy crisis in this country now for 
some time, and it has captured the 
imagination and the attention of prob-
ably every person in America, all 300 
million people, because the price of 
gasoline is now over $4 a gallon. 

It has affected every family as far as 
their ability to live the kind of life 
they want to because they have to 
spend so much money on energy. It has 
affected the price of our food because 
the people who transport our commod-
ities across the country—the truck-
ers—are now paying $4.50 to $5 a gallon 
for diesel fuel. In fact, they’ve dem-
onstrated here at the United States 
Capitol with their trucks because it’s 
so expensive for them to do their jobs. 

We had a hearing today on how China 
is being involved in the United States 
and in Central and South America. 
They’re buying up more and more of 
the oil because they have an economic 
expansion program, funded, in large 
part, by the money that we give to 
them in trade. India is now taking 
more and more energy and oil. So the 
demand around the world is growing at 
a very rapid rate. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle are always talking about new 
energy—new sources of energy, new 
technologies. I’m for all of that. We all 
want to clean up the environment, but 
with the demand for oil growing at 
such a rapid rate all around the world 
and with these countries that have 
more and more ability to buy oil and to 
use oil because they need more because 
their populations are growing so rap-
idly, we need to do something about 
energy in this country. 

We have the ability from coal shale, 
I understand, to take care of this coun-
try for a couple of hundred years, as far 

as oil is concerned, by converting that 
shale into a usable energy oil shale. We 
have the ability to get 1 million to 2 
million barrels of oil a day out of the 
ANWR in Alaska. We’re not doing that. 
We have the ability to get 1 million or 
2 million barrels a day off the Outer 
Continental Shelf. We’re not doing 
that. We have up to a 500-year supply 
of natural gas in this country. We’re 
not drilling for that. It’s all because of 
what people call environmental con-
cerns. 

I would just like to say to my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
that we should be concerned about the 
environment, but we should also be 
concerned about the economy of this 
country. We can’t survive if the energy 
costs continue to go up and up and up 
while we wait on the transition to new 
technologies. Those new technologies 
are going to come, but it may take 1 
year, 5 years, 10 years from now before 
they are able to pick up the major part 
of the energy needs of this country. We 
can’t wait that long. We simply can’t. 
We could become a second-rate eco-
nomic power if we don’t get control of 
our energy needs and are able to get 
the energy that is necessary for this 
country to grow economically. 

I just don’t understand why my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
and in the other chamber on the other 
side of the aisle continue to say we 
should not drill for oil in our own coun-
try. 

b 2015 

The American people, if you went out 
on the street and asked anybody at any 
service station, will tell you they don’t 
care where we drill, because they want 
their gas prices down. 

Now, we can drill in an environ-
mentally safe way, but my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle will not 
allow us to do it. It is just 
unexplainable, as far as I am con-
cerned. We have the resources in this 
country, we have the ability in this 
country, to provide for the oil re-
sources that are necessary to lower the 
gas prices in this country, and we are 
not doing it. And we are not going to 
do it as long as the other side, the 
Democrats in this Congress, continue 
to block us, because of ‘‘environmental 
concerns.’’ 

There has to be a balance between 
the economic concerns in this country 
and the environment concerns, and my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
are simply not realizing that. They 
have the ‘‘ostrich syndrome.’’ They 
have got their heads in the sand. 

Gasoline prices have gone up $1.50 in 
the last 2 years since this body has 
been taken over by the Democratic 
Party. This is intolerable. They said 
they were going to do something about 
the energy crisis in this country when 
it was $1.50 less per gallon. We have to 
do something about it, and we have to 
start now. 

We talked about energy independence 
during the Carter years back in the 
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seventies, and we haven’t done any-
thing about it. We had gas lines real 
long back in those days and we were 
going to become energy independent. 
We have not done it. The Congress of 
the United States has been controlled 
by the other party up until 1994, and we 
haven’t done anything about the en-
ergy shortfalls in this country. 

It is time that we become really bi-
partisan in the search for energy. It is 
time for us to work together. We need 
to be able to explore this country for 
the natural resources we have, the oil 
that we have in the ground and the 
natural gas we have in the ground, and 
we are not doing it. 

I would just like to end by saying 
this, Mr. Speaker, to my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle: Let’s work 
together. Let’s explore and drill for the 
oil that we have in this country so we 
can truly move towards energy inde-
pendence and at the same time move 
toward the new technologies that will 
give us more and more of a clean 
Earth. That is what we all want. But at 
the same time, we have got to have en-
ergy now. We have to drill for it now. 
And I hope my colleagues will realize 
this before it is too late. 

This is going to be a major issue in 
this campaign this fall, and I hope they 
will realize that and come to the con-
clusion that we ought to become truly 
energy independent and move in that 
direction. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS TO RECAPTURE 
ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM FOR-
EIGN INTERESTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today the 
New York Post reported that a foreign 
government in the form of the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Council plans to buy 
the Chrysler Building, a New York City 
landmark, for more than $800 million, 
continuing a trend of foreign govern-
ment buyouts of American business, 
real estate and assets. This is the same 
sovereign wealth fund that bailed out 
Citigroup earlier in this year. Recall 
Citigroup, America’s biggest bank and 
a key player in recycling international 
petrodollars and a holder of enormous 
debt from the subprime lending crisis. 

Abu Dhabi is jointly owned by the 
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority and 
the National Bank of Abu Dhabi. The 
former chairman is Sheik Khalifa bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan, who is pictured here 
on the poster with President Bush. The 
Sheik is the President of the United 
Arab Emirates and the ruler of Abu 

Dhabi. This is not just a foreign execu-
tive buying up an American icon build-
ing. This is the ruler of a foreign coun-
try. 

For those who are opposed to the 
American government owning private 
property, allowing foreign govern-
ments, and I underline that, to own 
America’s priceless assets should be 
anathema. But the same people who 
advocate less U.S. Government involve-
ment surely cannot support the med-
dling of undemocratic governments 
such as Abu Dhabi in buying up Amer-
ica’s assets. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Paulson 
went to Abu Dhabi earlier this month 
to put stardust on the state of the U.S. 
economy, assuring the Sheik that the 
United States encourages these types 
of foreign government investments and 
buyouts, even while the Secretary ad-
vocates a smaller role for the U.S. Gov-
ernment in our own country. Does this 
make any sense? 

Abu Dhabi’s investments are particu-
larly alarming, because in addition to 
the Authority and Council being state- 
run and perhaps the largest such funds 
in the world, they are among the least 
transparent sovereign wealth funds. 
According to the Sovereign Wealth 
Fund Institute, there is a ranking of 
the transparency of who really owns 
these funds and whose money is in 
there and what is that money doing. 

Abu Dhabi and the UAE are at the 
very bottom, at the very bottom. They 
are the least transparent of global sov-
ereign wealth funds. The Authority in 
particular has a reputation for intense 
secrecy, without even an internal com-
munications department. The fund is 
state-run and ‘‘does not answer to a 
wide public at home,’’ said David L. 
Mack, a former United States Ambas-
sador to the United Arab Emirates. 

How would this fund stand up to the 
regulations we have in place here in 
our own country? Would this fund be 
legal in the United States? How is this 
fund supportive of democratic prin-
ciples? Abu Dhabi and the UAE are not 
democratic places. Without even ask-
ing these questions, this oil-hungry ad-
ministration courts these investors 
personally. 

Of course, sovereign wealth funds are 
not just in the UAE. Kuwait, Qatar and 
Boston Properties purchased the GM 
Building earlier this week. Do you see 
the pattern? Nor are these funds lim-
ited to the oil-rich Middle Eastern 
countries. In fact, one of the largest 
funds is Norway’s. But that country, a 
democracy, has perhaps the most 
transparent and conventional invest-
ment strategy. They are at the top in 
terms of transparency and normal 
Western business and law practices. 

China, Saudi Arabia and many funds, 
such as those of the UAE, invest uncon-
ventionally, are very secret. They are 
not transparent, even when countries 
like Norway set an example of respon-
sible investment. 

As our trade deficit swells even more, 
in April it deepened even more, to $60.9 

billion in one month, America cannot 
afford to sell off any more of our coun-
try. We need to reduce our dependency 
on oil, balance our trade accounts and 
invest in our own country so that un-
democratic and secretive foreign gov-
ernments do not buy out our heritage. 
We need to recapture America’s inde-
pendence and stand on our own two 
feet again. It will require sacrifice and 
discipline and responsibility. 

Freedom’s clock is really ticking for 
this generation. Are we going to hear 
it? Are we going to hear it? 

Mr. Speaker, I include the June 11, 
2008, New York Post article entitled 
‘‘Chrysler Building on the Block’’ for 
the RECORD. 

[From the New York Post, June 11, 2008] 

CHRYSLER BUILDING ON THE BLOCK 

(By Lois Weiss) 

The latest Big Apple trophy being coveted 
by oil-rich sovereign wealth funds is the 
landmark Chrysler Building. 

Sources say the super-rich Abu Dhabi In-
vestment Council is negotiating an $800 mil-
lion deal for a 75 percent stake in the Art 
Deco treasure that has defined the Midtown 
skyline since 1930. 

The Chrysler assets would be purchased 
from TMW—the German arm of an Atlanta- 
based investment fund that’s been eager to 
cash out of its Chrysler stake. 

The deal follows last month’s sale of the 
GM Building and three other Macklowe/Eq-
uity Portfolio properties for $3.95 billion to a 
group of investors including the wealth funds 
of Kuwait and Qatar and Boston Properties. 

As part of the Chrysler deal, sources said 
the Abu Dhabi Investment Council would 
also get part of the skyscraper’s signature 
Trylons retail prize next door. 

Tishman Speyer Properties owns the re-
maining 25 percent stake in the Chrysler 
Building and operates the landmark at 405 
Lexington Ave., along with the Trylons and 
the newer next door neighbor at 666 Third 
Ave. 

The Trylons space also involves retail por-
tion, which includes the Capital Grille 
steakhouse and a Citibank branch. 

The buildings sit on land owned by Cooper 
Union, which leased it in a long-term ar-
rangement to others and uses the payments 
to support tuition for its students. 

Recently Tishman Speyer obtained a 150- 
year extension of the ground lease. 

Sources say the deal would leave Tishman 
Speyer in charge of the building, with the 
Abu Dhabi fund essentially acting as a silent 
partner. 

Abu Dhabi has also partnered with 
Tishman Speyer in other deals around the 
world, sources said. Since TMW and Tishman 
Speyer sold 666 Fifth Ave. to Kushner Com-
panies for $1.8 billion last year, the Atlanta 
group began informing the real estate com-
munity that it was ready to cash out in the 
landmark Chrysler Center, as well. 

None of the principals involved in the deal 
had any comment. 

Boston Properties closed on its purchase of 
the GM Building on Monday with investment 
partners Kuwait and Qatar, and will com-
plete the purchase of three other former 
Macklowe properties over the next few 
months. 

Developer Harry Macklowe was forced to 
sell the assets after taking a personal loan 
on the GM Building and other family assets 
to raise nearly $7 billion to buy a city pack-
age of former Equity Office buildings. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TAXES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
our Founding Fathers did not establish 
Congress to level society or to end-
lessly take money out of the pockets of 
people, and they were very clear on 
that point. According to Thomas Jef-
ferson, ‘‘Congress has not unlimited 
powers to provide for the general wel-
fare, but only those specifically enu-
merated.’’ 

James Madison went even further. He 
wrote, ‘‘I cannot undertake to lay my 
finger on that article of the Constitu-
tion which granted a right to Congress 
of expending, on objects of benevo-
lence, the money of their constitu-
ents.’’ 

Heavy taxation is bad representation. 
As a rule, I use a four-part test for 
every piece of legislation that crosses 
my desk. My test asks these four sim-
ple questions: Is it moral? Is it con-
stitutional according to the original 
intent of the Constitution? Is it need-
ed? And can we afford it? Most of the 
time, the legislation fails at least one 
of those tests and I stand against it. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have stood against new taxes time and 
time again because the current tax sys-
tem is not moral, is not constitutional, 
is not needed, and we cannot afford it. 
This government of takers has imposed 
an immoral death tax, an anti-growth 
capital gains tax, an unfair dividend 
tax, and job-killing business taxes, all 
with supposed social benefits. 

We need to stand up for the overbur-
dened taxpayer by taking away the fi-
nancial yoke of big government. It is 
absolutely immoral for Congress to 
allow death taxes to stand. The govern-
ment has no business inflicting more 
stress on those in our society that are 
already mourning the loss of their 
loved one. I don’t believe that a person 
should be forced to visit the IRS and 
the undertaker on the same day. 

How can the people trust a govern-
ment so controlled by greed? Congress 
must understand that every time a new 
tax is passed, there will be unintended 
consequences and unfair results. The 
people do not want these taxes. Truly 
limited government does not need 
them. The people want to be treated 
fairly, and our Constitution requires us 
to comply. 

Not only are some taxes immoral, 
but many are unconstitutional as well. 
For example, extra taxes that target 
successful businesses are harmful, un-
fair and anti-capitalistic. Harmful be-
cause the more the government taxes 

businesses, the less they produce and 
the less they compete; unfair, because 
consumers are denied the benefit of a 
wide variety of low-cost products pro-
duced by a competitive market; and 
anti-capitalistic because it is not the 
government’s place to redistribute 
wealth. 

As the great Winston Churchill once 
said, ‘‘for a nation to try to tax itself 
into prosperity is like a man standing 
in a bucket trying to lift himself up by 
the handle.’’ 

These corporate taxes will always be 
unwise, and in the American economy 
there is only one social responsibility 
of business, and that is to make as 
much money for their investors as pos-
sible, within the rules, of course. As an 
ardent capitalist, I believe that the 
marketplace, unencumbered by govern-
ment regulation and taxes, is the best 
way to control quality, quantity and 
the cost of all goods and services, no 
matter what it might be, whether it is 
health care, my business, or selling 
anything that might be available to 
the public. 

Cutting taxes and reining in the Fed-
eral Government is fundamental to re-
turning power to the U.S. citizens and 
promoting economic growth. We should 
support our free market by eliminating 
unfair corporate taxes and promoting 
economic growth. Along with pro-
moting economic growth, we should 
also promote economic consistency and 
stability. We can only do that by elimi-
nating, not just reducing, but elimi-
nating capital gains taxes. 

Just as businesses should not be pe-
nalized for being successful, investors 
should not be penalized for making 
good decisions and for supporting good 
companies. If we continue to try to tax 
people into making a perfect world, we 
will create a bureaucratic monster. In 
fact, Congress has been doing just that. 

Congress has always been able to 
raise new taxes when it can sell a new 
program to one group of citizens while 
sending the bill to another. The Amer-
ican people should always remember 
that whatever the government gives, it 
first must take it from somebody else. 
Congress should always remember that 
the less money it takes from people, 
the more freedom people have. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCCOTTER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks). 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. YARMUTH addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WESTMORELAND addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CONAWAY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 2030 

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PETERSON) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, today, June 11 of the year 
2008, we had an interesting happening 
in the Capitol. We have had $4 gasoline 
for some time now, we have had $5 die-
sel, record high natural gas prices ap-
proaching $13 per thousand, the most 
expensive energy America has ever 
known. 

We had a chance today in committee 
the deal with this issue. I was stunned. 
I have been working on this issue for 
many, many years. We passed a major 
bill in 2006 with good bipartisan sup-
port, a lot of Republicans, but we had 
probably 40-some Democrats. A lot of 
people in this Congress realize that we 
must produce more energy in America 
if we are going to deal with the prices 
in America. 

Today the Interior subcommittee 
met. I offered an amendment to open 
up the Outer Continental Shelf. As you 
look at the chart to my left, that’s the 
east coast and the west coast and down 
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here in the gulf on both sides of Flor-
ida. The red or pinkish areas are locked 
up. There’s 86 billion barrels in those 
areas, by old standards, by old seis-
mographic tests which was 30-some 
years ago. Most people feel there is 
many times that. There is 400 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas there. 

My amendment today would have re-
moved the moratorium. For 27 years 
Congress has had legislative language 
that says we cannot produce here. It’s 
locked up. This Outer Continental 
Shelf is from 3 miles offshore. The first 
three miles is controlled by the States. 
Next 197 miles is owned by us, the tax-
payers, citizens of America. Not by any 
company, not by the President, not by 
Congress, but owned by the citizens, 
not by any State. It’s our resources. 

The interesting and troubling fact is 
my amendment would have opened it 
up from 50 miles to 200. 

Every country in the world that has 
energy offshore produces it. It’s the 
most environmentally sensitive place 
to produce energy. 

In most places the fisheries are bet-
ter, they like the platforms, they like 
the places to hide. The fishermen love 
them being there because it’s where 
the best fishing is. 

Down here in this little blue area, 40 
percent of our energy comes from there 
that we produce in this country, that 
little bit of the gulf. 

Now there they produce right up to 
the shoreline. We were given a 50-mile 
buffer. There has not been an oil spill 
on a beach from a well except for the 
one in Santa Barbara in 1969, pretty 
good record, in my view. There has 
never been a natural gas well that’s 
ever caused an environmental problem 
that I know of. 

But today we had a vote of nine 
‘‘noes’’ for the Democrats and six 
‘‘yeses’’ for the Republicans. I don’t 
like to be partisan. I like to have bipar-
tisan support, and I worked very hard 
on this amendment. I thought I had 
strong support from both parties, and I 
was stunned today. 

I guess it’s another example of 
Speaker power. 

I have been in the legislative busi-
ness for 31 years, 19 years at the State 
and 12 years here. I have seen legisla-
tive bodies that were good process bod-
ies where you debate the issues from 
the subcommittee to the full com-
mittee to the floor. Then when the 
House and Senate meet in a conference 
committee, that really gives you seven 
shots at a bill. That’s not happening 
here. 

This is the most top-down legislative 
body I have ever been a part of. Today 
showed that. I would bet the farm 
there are members on this sub-
committee that wanted to vote for 
this, but for some reason chose not to. 
I am not going to name them, I am not 
going to second-guess them, but I was 
stunned. 

I think America would be stunned. I 
believe this Congress is way behind the 
folks, approaching 60 percent of Ameri-

cans at a recent poll, who want us to 
produce offshore, on shore, wherever 
we have energy. I find, in talking to 
town meetings and large groups, when 
you discuss the issue and explain the 
facts and explain the alternatives, al-
most all Americans want energy pro-
duced so it’s affordable. 

Our economy was built on affordable 
energy. The problem we have, the argu-
ments today were that there are 68 mil-
lion acres already leased, and that’s 
enough. This is the percentage, and, ac-
tually, it’s less than 3 percent, of the 
Outer Continental Shelf where there is 
a lease that has been offered. So there 
is a very small part of the continental 
shelf that actually has a lease on it. 

They said, well, there are 68 million 
acres, we need lease no more. Well, if 
you have leased property—yes, there 
are leases, there are leases that are not 
active—but if you have leased property 
and spent millions and millions of dol-
lars and you get dry holes, you don’t 
drill anymore. You find out there is 
not oil in there. 

As we look on here a little bit, this is 
interesting, this is a map. It’s not as 
good as color as I had hoped to see. 
This is Cuba, this is Key West, this is 
Florida. These are the leases that have 
been granted by Cuba, China, Canada 
and Spain. I am not sure here, but 
these are the ones that are being nego-
tiated now. Canada is going to be pro-
ducing energy off our shores, and we 
absolutely disallow it. 

Does that make any sense? No. Our 
biggest competitor, China, will be pos-
sibly producing our oil and our gas, 
using it to compete against us. 

Natural gas is the one that’s really in 
trouble in America. We know the oil 
prices today closed at $137, natural gas 
at $12.75. Natural gas is the one that we 
don’t talk enough about. Oil is painful, 
but every country that competes with 
us pays that price. America may be the 
only country paying—now, this is not 
the price people pay. This is what the 
price today coming out of the ground 
is. 

Now, what’s sneaking up on Ameri-
cans this year, they already know it 
costs a lot to travel. Those who are on 
propane and fuel oil last year know it 
was pretty expensive to heat their 
homes. 

Natural gas did not rise a lot last 
year. But here is what happened to nat-
ural gas this year. This is the chart of 
natural gas for this year. This is what’s 
happened this spring. 

Never before have I ever seen natural 
gas prices—this is the time of year 
when we are not heating and cooling 
much, it’s call the shoulder season for 
use, and this is when we usually put it 
in the ground for next winter’s storage 
to heat our homes. We are putting gas 
in the ground at a price more than we 
paid for it last year. Now you have to 
add storage costs, transmission costs 
and processing costs. 

Americans will be getting somewhere 
between a 60 to 100 percent increase of 
natural gas prices this winter. So those 

who are struggling to pay $4 to drive 
their cars are now going to struggle to 
heat their homes. The sad story is, 
with natural gas, our big employers 
like Dow Chemical in 2002 paid $8 bil-
lion for natural gas for a year’s use. 
This year they are paying $8 billion 
every quarter, that’s $32 billion. 

Folks, here is what has happened to 
the jobs and what will continue to hap-
pen if we don’t deal with energy prices 
because the rest of the world is. Nat-
ural gas will push petrochemicals, 
polymers, plastic and many other steel 
and aluminum jobs—I predict, glass 
will be made offshore, bricks will be 
made offshore. Bulk commodities will 
not be made in this country because of 
natural gas prices, because you use so 
much. 

Here’s what the arguments were. 
This is what people want to use. This is 
oil. From the middle over is history, 
this is what the Energy Department 
predicts for the future. 

I don’t quite agree with this chart, 
because we are turning down coal 
plants all over the country. The nat-
ural gas will be much wider, coal will 
be much shallower. I don’t see the 
growth in coal. We also all had high 
hopes for coal-to-liquid. That’s sort of 
on hold in this country. Why, I don’t 
know, because of carbon, I guess. The 
concern of carbon has become a greater 
concern. 

Nuclear, to stay here, we have to 
have 35 to 40 nuclear plants built in ad-
dition to what we have to keep nuclear 
where it’s at as 20 percent of the grid. 

Nonhydro, the amount, everybody 
wants—hydro is not growing because 
we are not doing dams. Nonrenewables 
are mostly woody biomass and hydro. 
That’s what most of this is. 

If we double wind and solar, and we 
hope we can, we are less than 1 percent 
of our energy needs in 5 years or 10 
years whenever we do that. That’s the 
scary part. 

Now here’s the dependence part. 
When I came to Congress, we were in 
the 40s. We are now 66.3 percent de-
pendent on imports, and here is where 
we get it. Canada is our best friend to 
the north, Mexico is our next best 
friend, nonOPEC and Ecuador, and 
then we go down here. 

These are the countries that are 
going to own us. These are the coun-
tries where our wealth is going. In fact, 
I think I heard a speaker a few mo-
ments ago on floor talk about the pur-
chase of the Chrysler Building by one 
of the Mid East countries. 

Ladies and gentlemen, if America 
does not deal with energy, we will not 
compete in the global economy of the 
world. We cannot have the highest en-
ergy prices known anywhere and com-
pete. We will not have middle-class 
jobs. The middle class in America will 
disappear. That’s not the America I 
want. 

Now, how we get past this partisan-
ship, how we get past that we can take 
the minuteness of wind and solar and 
replace fossil fuels, I wish I knew. I am 
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for hydrogen. I belonged to the hydro-
gen caucus for years, but it has not 
grown. Wind and solar has grown a 
very small amount. 

Until we can store electricity, we are 
going to depend on fossil fuels to make 
it. If we continue with the chart I just 
looked at to not produce coal plants, 
that’s going to come on natural gas. If 
we don’t open up the Outer Continental 
Shelf and much of the Midwest, we are 
not going to have the natural gas—and 
natural gas, let’s come back to the nat-
ural gas chart. 

Natural gas, in my view, is the clean, 
green fuel. We would have been far 
wiser, in my view, to have used com-
pressed natural gas in automobiles 
than ethanol. Automobiles, with a cou-
ple of thousand dollars addition can 
burn natural gas. That’s a clean fuel. 

If we open up the Outer Continental 
Shelf, if we opened up the Roan Pla-
teau in the west and some of the new 
areas that we know are potentials in 
this country—but we have to drill a 
hole in the ground, and why aren’t we 
doing that? Well, here are the people 
that I think have been successful. 

I was having a debate late week with 
the Sierra Club on NPR radio in Cali-
fornia. When the debate was over she 
assured the audience that she would be 
beating me back next week when I of-
fered my amendment. They won today. 

The Sierra Club, they are against 
shale oil development. They are 
against coal gasification, and they are 
against offshore energy. Then we have 
Greenpeace, and they want to phase 
out all fossil fuels. They want to elimi-
nate all of these and replace them with 
these. 

Now, I wish we could do that. They 
are opposed. Environmental Defense 
Fund, no power plants, no smoke-
stacks, League of Conservation Voters, 
no coal-to-liquid, wrong way to go; De-
fenders of Wildlife, no offshore, no 
coastal production; Natural Resource 
Defense Council, no coal, coal is evil; 
Center for Biological Diversity, no oil 
and gas drilling. That’s devastating on 
public lands. 

b 2045 

Friends of the Earth, no liquid coal, 
that is dirty. 

Folks, we have technology in this 
country today. We can produce energy 
cleanly. We can burn it cleanly. We 
have clean coal technology we are re-
fusing to build to replace the old 
plants. 

If we continue, we are the only coun-
try I know of in the world that is on a 
madness mission, I call it, that we are 
not going to use fossil fuels. Now I 
want to grow all of these. I would be 
building hydrodams. The only one that 
has grown on this chart, and I have an-
other chart that shows it better, woody 
biomass has doubled in the last decade. 
That is wood pellet stoves. Almost a 
million Americans use them now. That 
is using wood for generators, small 
plants for electricity using wood waste, 
and heating small factories. I am from 

a wood area, the greatest hardwood for-
ests in America are in northern Penn-
sylvania, and we dry kiln our wood. We 
used to use propane and natural gas, 
now we use wood waste. Wood waste 
has found a marketplace, and it is con-
tinuing. But that’s the only one that 
has had measurable growth that you 
can put on a chart. I don’t have that 
chart here. 

But folks, we need to have a com-
prehensive policy. But until we have 
the renewables available to use, we 
have to use clean fossil fuels in the 
very best manner we can. But if this 
Congress says no in full committee a 
week from now, we will be doing our 
bill in full committee, if they say no 
again, partisanly, and if they say no on 
this floor when we do the Interior bill, 
America will miss its only chance. 

My bill, the Outer Continental Shelf 
bill, has 170-some cosponsors, and can’t 
get a hearing or a discussion. We are 
not going to talk about fuels in this 
Congress. 

Now we passed a great bill a couple of 
weeks ago where the Democrats pro-
posed to enable us to sue OPEC. We are 
going to sue a group of countries, I had 
the chart here a minute ago, that we 
don’t think have produced enough en-
ergy, when we refuse to produce it at 
all. Now what is the logic of that? 
What court is going to listen to that, 
and how do you even have a serious 
face. Back home, people laughed about 
that. They thought it was stupid. 

We also have proposals to tax oil 
companies. Who pays the taxes, the en-
ergy users. I know there is hatred for 
the energy companies. They are really 
a small part of the mix. The vast ma-
jority of energy in this country is not 
produced by Big Oil. It is produced by 
small producers in my district in Penn-
sylvania and all down through the 
south. It is mostly independents. They 
are the brand names. They own some of 
the refineries. They own a lot of prod-
uct lines in their names, but they are a 
small part of the production of energy. 
Yet we want to punish energy produc-
tion. 

We passed a bill here once, fortu-
nately the Senate didn’t, that was 
going to tax all energy companies. And 
I have two refineries in my district, 
one who was struggling, American Re-
finers and United Refinery, and we 
were going to make them pay higher 
taxes than the businesses right down 
the road. Did that make any sense? No. 
That is taxing American energy; not 
taxing imports but American energy. 

I believe this Congress is way behind 
the American public. When I go back to 
my office many times after giving one 
of these speeches, I have phone calls for 
hours, I have phone calls for days say-
ing I believe in what you said; I believe 
America should be producing energy; 
thank you for speaking out. 

I believe the American public in the 
next election, I believe energy avail-
ability and affordability will be one of 
the major issues that they will be look-
ing at because I don’t think we are 

done. I don’t think $4.05 gasoline is the 
end. 

We have these high prices today that 
have scared the American public. I 
have people in my district who don’t 
know how they are going to get 
through the winter and how they are 
going to heat their house. They don’t 
know how they are going to make it. 
We have these high prices today. We 
have not had a storm in the gulf, which 
interrupts a lot of production when it 
happens, for 21⁄2 years. Everyone is pre-
dicting we are going to have major 
storms in the gulf, hurricanes, and that 
will eliminate a lot of energy produc-
tion and prices will skyrocket. 

We have not had a successful ter-
rorist attack on our energy supply sys-
tem. That could happen tomorrow. We 
have not had a major foreign country, 
and I had that chart of countries we 
get our oil from, most of those are dic-
tatorships that could tip over. When 
there is a little trouble in Nigeria, en-
ergy prices skyrocket. When there were 
problems in Venezuela, prices sky-
rocketed. When Chavez was arguing 
with Exxon, oil went up $20 just be-
cause they were arguing. 

The reason is there is no surplus in 
the system. Historically we had eight 
million barrels of oil that another 
country could produce if some country 
couldn’t produce. Today we are down 
to where this is about a million barrels 
of oil. It is 86 million barrels a day 
countries use. We use 21, and so there 
is only a one million barrel surplus. So 
if a country has problems and produces 
three million less, there is not enough 
oil. 

Now the reason these gas prices that 
I showed you earlier are going up, we 
are using more gas than we are pro-
ducing. One of the big storage compa-
nies told me a month ago, they are not 
sure they can get their storage full this 
winter and they have always had it full 
by winter because we cannot produce 
enough gas, we have to put it in under-
ground caverns and store it for winter. 

I believe this Congress is at the root 
of the high prices of energy, and three 
Presidents, too, I am not going to hold 
them countless, because we have not 
had an adequate, thoughtful energy 
policy for America. While the rest of 
the world is building an energy supply 
for themselves, we are twiddling our 
thumbs and we are refusing to produce 
fossil fuels. 

I think if this Congress before we re-
cess in July does not deal effectively 
with energy and open up supply, you 
are going to see the beginning of the 
decline of the America we know. It is a 
national security issue. It is an eco-
nomic issue. American companies can-
not compete, and when they can’t com-
pete here, they will diminish their op-
erations here and they will expand 
them over there. They have had other 
reasons to do that, but the biggest one 
has been energy. So I beg my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, let’s 
get by this partisan bickering and let’s 
support an energy policy for America. 
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The gentleman from Ohio has come 

to join us, and I yield to Mr. LATTA. 
Mr. LATTA. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding, and he speaks the truth. 
This country is in a crisis and we are 
not listening. The folks back home get 
it. But we are not getting it. It is time 
we do. 

I would like to start off with this. 
This is kind of sobering. Right now the 
United States uses 21 percent of the 
world’s energy. If you look across this 
chart, in 2010 we still have energy su-
premacy and usage over India and 
China. When you look at 2015, those 
two countries together will be con-
suming more energy than the United 
States. When we get to 2020, China is 
going to be consuming more energy 
than the United States. And just look 
at the chart as it goes across, the 
United States is barely moving while 
China is making leaps and bounds. The 
question is, what does that all mean. It 
means this: energy means jobs. Those 
are American jobs. The folks back 
home get it. Congress doesn’t get it. 

I come from the Fifth Congressional 
District of Ohio which is the ninth 
largest manufacturing district of the 
435 districts in Congress. I also rep-
resent the number one agricultural dis-
trict in the State of Ohio. What does it 
mean, if we don’t have energy, we don’t 
have jobs. Companies out there are 
looking, we look at this chart, compa-
nies are looking at where can they get 
energy. How are they going to keep 
their jobs and keep their people em-
ployed. Farmers are out there right 
now in our State planting, and some 
people say farmers are getting these 
high prices this year. Let’s look at 
some facts. 

When they are buying diesel and buy-
ing fertilizer that is also made from 
oil, when they are buying their chemi-
cals that they are putting on the field 
made from oil products, they are not 
making that much money. 

What does that mean to the con-
sumer? Very simple, the consumers 
when they go to the grocery store are 
finding that prices are going up for 
milk, bread and cereal. It is all going 
up. 

Looking down the road, when you are 
paying $4 a gallon for gasoline, you are 
paying more for food and it is costing 
you more to get to work. I have talked 
to a lot of my manufacturers in Ohio in 
my district, and I asked how far do 
most people drive to work. It is not un-
usual to have people say people are 
driving 50 or 60 miles to get to work. 
So when we look at people who are 
driving maybe 100 miles round trip 
every day, 500 miles a week, and $4 a 
gallon for gasoline, some folks are say-
ing I’m not sure I can afford this job. 
We can’t have that happen. 

As the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
mentioned about Dow, we have a com-
pany in my district, a float glass com-
pany, the price of their fuel for natural 
gas in a 5-year period of time has gone 
from $10 million to $30 million. What 
does that mean for America? There are 

only 37 float glass facilities left in this 
country. The Chinese are building 40 as 
we stand here today and bicker, unfor-
tunately, about doing something in 
this country about oil and our energy 
usage and needs. They have the energy 
and they are going to have a cheaper 
labor supply, I am going to ask you in 
the future, where are you going to buy 
a window pane that is made in the 
United States of America? Or where 
are you going to buy a windshield that 
is made in the United States of Amer-
ica? They will not be made in this 
country at all. And the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is absolutely correct, 
more and more products are being 
made offshore and those are American 
jobs. We can’t afford that. 

What made this country great is very 
simple. After the Civil War, the Indus-
trial Revolution really kicked into 
high gear. We had all the natural re-
sources in the country, and we were 
able to produce for the world, and we 
produced for the world for years. We 
had the head start on everybody, of 
course, after World War II when the 
rest of the world lay in ruins and the 
United States’ factories were hum-
ming. But the rest of the world is 
catching up, if not surpassing us, and 
this chart shows it. And we can’t afford 
it. 

What is the rest of the world doing? 
France, 70–80 percent of their power is 
nuclear. They are exporting power to 
the rest of Europe. 

Japan, 55 nuclear reactors, two under 
construction. 

China, they are building 40 nuclear 
power stations in the next 25 to 30 
years. 

India, 30 plants in the next 25 years. 
Coal. That was talked about earlier. 

China and India use 45 percent of the 
world’s coal. China is building coal- 
powered plants as we speak and putting 
them online right now. They are in-
vesting $24 billion in clean coal tech-
nology. 

The gentleman mentioned they are 
also out there building the Three 
Gorges hydroelectric plant. Again, it is 
a communist country and they are not 
worried about displacing millions of 
people, but they are going to have that 
power station producing electricity to 
make sure that they are producing. 

It has been mentioned how China is 
drilling onshore and offshore and right 
off our shore. But the real question is 
what is the United States doing on all 
of this? And this scares people, abso-
lutely nothing. Absolutely nothing. 

The last nuclear power plant to be li-
censed in this country was in 1977; 1977. 
The last one to go online was in 1996; 
1996. We have 24 percent of the coal in 
the world; 24 percent. But what are we 
doing, nothing. You mention coal in 
this Chamber, and it is an absolute no. 
We have to have it. 

In Ohio we have what they call high- 
sulfur coal so it is very, very expensive 
to burn because you need to have it 
clean. But if you burn it in a closed 
system, you don’t have those emis-

sions. What does that mean for Ohio, 
we will put miners to work and we will 
have companies that make steel to 
make the coal gasification plants out 
there, making those parts, and we will 
have people building those plants. And 
we will be able to consume that power 
in this country because when we have 
24 percent of the world’s coal reserves 
right now, we can get a lot done. But 
what are we doing about it, absolutely 
nothing. 

What about oil. Again, when you 
have China out there doing everything 
it possibly can to make sure that they 
have their oil supplies up, they are put-
ting thousands of cars on the road. A 
lot of people say we don’t understand 
what is going on out there. Well, there 
is only so much oil out there in the 
world right now, and only so much of it 
has been refined. The whole world is 
now consuming more and other areas 
are producing more, but not in this 
country. 

b 2100 

One of the things that we should be 
doing is, as the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania mentioned, we’ve got to be 
drilling. We’ve got to be exploring. And 
one of the places we’ve been talking 
about a lot is ANWR in Alaska. 

As has already been mentioned, how 
big are we talking here? We’re talking 
one-half of 1 percent of that area. Of 
19.6 million acres, total, we’re only 
talking 2,000 acres. 

Anybody who has ever done any title 
work, you know that a section of land 
is only 640 acres, which is 1 square 
mile. We’re talking a little over 3 
square miles. Three square miles. And 
we’re talking about an area of 19.6 mil-
lion acres, and we’re not allowed to go 
in there and produce? 

And there’s estimated that we have 
10.4 billion barrels of oil that we can 
extract up there. What’s it all about? 

That’s twice the proven oil reserves 
in Texas, almost half of the total U.S. 
proven reserves of 21 billion barrels. 
What are we doing? What’s this Con-
gress doing? Absolutely nothing. 

But we are doing something that this 
past year we almost imported 65 per-
cent of the oil that we need to use in 
this country; 65 percent of the oil being 
imported into this country. 

We talked about it a little bit earlier. 
We’re watching our dollars flow over-
seas. What’s that all mean to America? 

We have a $9 trillion national debt 
right now. What scares the devil and 
daylights out of me is this little fact. 
$2.4 trillion of that national debt is 
owned by foreign countries. The Chi-
nese almost now own almost one-half 
of $1 trillion of American debt. That’s 
what’s happening. 

You know, the American people out 
there, again, they get it. This Congress 
doesn’t. 

Again, as the gentleman mentioned 
earlier, right now it’s estimated there’s 
420 trillion cubic feet of natural gas off-
shore and 86 billion barrels of oil. 85 
percent of that’s off-limits, and we 
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can’t afford that. We can’t afford that 
for the future. 

Onshore, it’s estimated there’s, on 
Federal lands, 31 billion barrels of oil 
and 231 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas. And again, it’s restricted down to 
access, which does not allow Americans 
to be getting that. 92 percent on Fed-
eral lands for oil and 90 percent for nat-
ural gas. We can’t get to it. What civ-
ilized country in the world allows this 
to happen? Not very many. But right 
here in this country it’s happening. It’s 
happening here, ladies and gentlemen, 
and we’re doing nothing. 

The old saying is, ‘‘Rome burned and 
Nero fiddled.’’ That’s what’s hap-
pening. 

We haven’t built a new refinery in 
this country, talk about problems, in 
two-and-a-half decades. I’m fortunate 
in my district, just by coincidence, 
that I have a company that produces 
solar panels. Over 99 percent of their 
production goes overseas to Europe. We 
have another plant that’s going to be 
constructed. Solar is another area out 
there. It’s good supplemental power. 

We also have the only four wind tur-
bines located in the State of Ohio. I 
can see them out my back door in 
Bowling Green. We only have four. 
There’s a lot of objection now because 
people say they’re unsightly; they 
don’t want them; build them someplace 
else. 

But when you talk about wind-pow-
ered turbines, to kind of get an idea 
how many you have to have to equal 
something, you have to have between 
600 to 800 turbines to equal one coal- 
fired plant, or anywhere from 1,250 to 
1,700 wind turbines to equal one nu-
clear power plant. If we’re having prob-
lems around Bowling Green in Ohio, 
getting turbines built, how are we 
going to build 1,700 turbines if people 
are objecting to a few? 

Because now in Ohio the Division of 
Wildlife is going to have to start mak-
ing assessments what birds might be 
killed, or a bat. And it’s going to be 
blocking them. 

We also have an ethanol plant in my 
district. We’re working on biofuels. It’s 
all out there. But we’ve got to be act-
ing and we’ve got to be acting now. We 
can’t wait. The American people can’t 
wait because we’ve got to be getting 
this done today. 

This country, 10, 20 years ago, had 
the ability to make mistakes and say, 
well, in a few years, okay, we can get 
it corrected. We can’t do that today. 
Why can’t we do that today? Because 
the rest of the world has caught on and 
they’re moving. Every day that we do 
not act they are, and we’re falling far-
ther and farther behind. 

That’s American oil, energy that we 
have to be producing, and we’re not 
doing it. 

I introduced a House resolution not 
too long ago, 1206, and it’s really pretty 
basic what we need to be doing. Just a 
few points. We have to expand the use 
of our renewables and alternative en-
ergy sources. We have to increase the 

U.S. domestic refining capacity. We 
have to promote, incentivize an in-
crease in the conservation and energy 
efficiency, expand and promote addi-
tional research and development 
through new and innovative methods, 
such as public-private partnerships, 
and enhancing the consumer awareness 
and education regarding methods to in-
crease energy efficiency and available 
alternative fuel sources to reduce our 
dependence on middle eastern oil. 

But the time’s getting short. The 
clock’s ticking, and America must act 
now. 

I thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, and I yield back. 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentleman from Ohio for his 
very thoughtful comments. 

I now recognize the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. WAMP). 

Mr. WAMP. I thank the gentleman, 
and I’ll try not to be long. But I do 
want to start by saying that I seek not 
to blame anyone, because one of the 
things that I’m the most turned off by 
in the modern era of American politics 
is that everybody wants to blame ev-
erybody. And Democrats always say 
Republicans are wrong. Republicans al-
ways say Democrats are wrong. The 
truth is, neither party has a whole lot 
to brag about, and more and more peo-
ple are being frustrated or becoming 
frustrated with the two parties. 

But I will say, on this particular 
issue of energy, it’s important to real-
ize that talk is cheap. Words are not 
worth much. And votes really do mat-
ter. And the positions you take really 
do have consequences, and we have to 
actually discuss that as we look at so-
lutions, because what I want to talk 
about is solutions; not blame, but solu-
tions to these major problems. 

In my 14 years of service here, this 
issue now stings and hurts more than 
any issue that I’ve seen. And I’ve 
served through impeachment, through 
the Iraq war, through the awful re-
sponse to Katrina, and I would say that 
more people are angry and upset and 
concerned about $4.05 gasoline than 
anything. 

And it’s easy to say, I told you so. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania can 
definitely say I told you so because I’ve 
served with him for 12 years, and he’s 
been talking about supply of oil and 
gas and the consequences of us not 
going after it and becoming more inde-
pendent ourselves for the whole 12 
years; a very powerful and effective 
voice. 

I too have a long history of talking 
about the problems that are going to 
be associated with the energy crunch 
and was very concerned following Sep-
tember the 11th that we would end up 
here tonight. I do think that the nexus 
between national security, energy and 
the environment is the most important 
challenge of our generation because 
they’re all connected now inseparably. 

It’s ironic that the left wants to pro-
mote legislation and conversation 
about global warming and climate 

change because actually that will fur-
ther restrict our access to energy, and 
everybody knows that. And it will raise 
prices. It will increase regulation. It 
will actually compound this problem. 
Yet they’re promoting that agenda at 
the same time that they’re retreating 
from energy capacity. And these votes 
really matter. 

Now I come at this with 10 years of 
service on the Energy and Water Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, 8 years of 
service as the cochairman of the Re-
newable Energy Caucus here in the 
House, which is a bipartisan thing; the 
Representative that represents the pre-
mier energy research facility in this 
country, the Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory. And I want to start by saying 
that conservation is a very important 
piece of these solutions. 

As a matter of fact, conservation is 
not for wimps, as some people would 
have you believe. Conservation is for 
warriors, in my opinion. Not everyone 
is going to put on the uniform of our 
Armed Forces. We should be grateful to 
everyone who does. But not everyone’s 
going to do that. 

But every person in this country can 
contribute to our national security by 
becoming more energy efficient, by 
conserving, by trying to be more effi-
cient in their daily life, and there are a 
lot of ways to do that. 

And I rolled out at the National 
Press Club, with some outside groups, 
some very effective outside groups, the 
Drive Smarter Challenge. You can go 
to drivesmarterchallenge.org, and you 
can save yourself hundreds of dollars 
by following simple instructions of how 
to conserve gasoline without cutting 
back on your travel. Obviously the 
speed limit and how much you travel 
would be a good step. But there a lot of 
other things you can do with your 
automobile, depending on how much 
gas it uses, to save and conserve, be-
cause even in small ways, if we reduce 
the demand, and the supply stays the 
same, the price will come down. De-
mand and supply are connected to each 
other. 

I’m also very, very much about new 
technologies. As I talk about these so-
lutions, understand that I’m here to-
night, not because these solutions are 
all technology-driven or conservation- 
driven, but I’m here tonight because we 
have to go forward with an all-of-the- 
above strategy. We can’t afford to 
leave anything off the table. We can’t 
afford to pick winners and losers. 

As a matter of fact, I can give you a 
good example of picking winners and 
losers in the energy sector because in 
California, they said, we’re not going 
to use all of the resources for elec-
tricity production. We’re going to man-
date that a certain amount of our elec-
tricity has to be produced by these 
sources. They picked winners and los-
ers. And guess what happened? The 
lights went out. They didn’t have any 
electricity. 

That’s the problem with picking win-
ners and losers. We have to have an all- 
of-the-above strategy. 
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I’m here tonight, as the gentleman 

from Pennsylvania laid out earlier, be-
cause we have to increase capacity. We 
have to go after these resources from 
the Outer Continental Shelf, from 
ANWR. 

I’ve been in Congress 14 years. I’ve 
cast 24 votes to increase capacity for 
oil and gas in this country. Twenty- 
four votes. As has been said ad infi-
nitum now, and I’m not a partisan 
guy—I don’t want to blame anybody— 
but these votes matter. And almost 
every time the Republicans vote for 
new capacity, and almost every time 
the Democrats vote against it. Even 
today, it happened again. And 2 weeks 
ago it happened in the Senate again. 

This is one of those issues that I 
don’t want to be too partisan, but you 
can’t deny there is a huge difference 
between increasing capacity. Frankly, 
even the wild-eyed environmentalist 
has to recognize that this is painful to 
regular people. And you’ve got to get 
off of your crusade to save every tree, 
you know, to save every form of wild-
life at the expense of our human beings 
who can’t pay their bills and they can’t 
buy gas. 

Be reasonable, people. That’s not 
happening today. 

But there’s a tremendous amount of 
new technologies. I would argue that 
we can literally grow our economy, a 
manufacturing-driven, export robust 
U.S. economy, by being aggressive in 
this energy sector, because we have the 
innovation. 

What does everyone around the world 
still emulate about our country? We 
would like to say it’s our privilege to 
vote. That’s important. But they don’t 
all emulate that. We’d like to think 
that they all would freely worship as 
we do, and I cherish that. But they 
don’t all emulate that. We would like 
to think we all have freedom of the 
press. 

The one thing they emulate is our 
private sector, our capitalistic, free en-
terprise, innovative sector. We have 
that. 

How did we balance the budget in the 
late nineties? I was here. Four straight 
years. People think, oh, you cut spend-
ing. No we didn’t. We slowed the 
growth of spending, yes we did. We 
didn’t cut spending. But revenues sur-
passed expenses principally because of 
one sector of our economy that roared, 
information technology. We led the 
world. Microsoft is an example. There 
are many others. We led the world. 
Revenues surpassed expenses. 

That can happen again in this sector 
if we will lead and not be in retreat and 
not regulate, not limit, but expand, go 
after it, create new technologies, in-
crease capacity. Be competitive. 

As the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
said, it’s important. 

b 2115 

Now, I have had the editor of Auto-
motive News say that we’re going to be 
driving electric cars. That might be 
true. Ion lithium batteries have some 

potential. GM and Toyota say that 
next summer they’re going to have 
plug-in hybrids. But I will also tell you 
that Volkswagon, which is a premier 
automotive interest in the world, can 
make a three-cylinder diesel engine, 
lightweight, gets 50 to 60 miles a gallon 
so biodiesel, biofuels, as long as they’re 
cellulosic in nature and not corn based, 
are very important developments as 
well. 

I will tell you what I don’t think the 
Congress ought to do is pick winners 
and losers. I think we ought to have an 
all-of-the-above strategy. Let the mar-
ket determine which one gets their 
best and first. Let consumers choose 
and promote them all. Let the market-
place decide. Let me say that if we do 
end up plugging our cars in, though, we 
don’t have the electricity capacity to 
keep them running. We have to have 
nuclear energy. 

The numbers—81 percent of France’s 
electricity is generated by nuclear 
power. They have 53 reactors; we have 
roughly twice that many. They don’t 
bury their waste, which we propose at 
Yucca Mountain. They reprocess their 
spent full turning most of the spent 
waste back into energy. Why don’t we 
do that? Because we’re still stuck in a 
Three Mile Island time warp mindset 
that it’s somehow not safe, and it is. 
And there is no evidence that it is not. 
And we’ve not had any nuclear 
incidences. We have 53 nuclear reac-
tors. It is emissionless. 

You want to reduce the carbon foot-
print? Promote nuclear. If you want to 
reduce the carbon footprint in a mean-
ingful way and you’re against nuclear, 
you’re disingenuous. I don’t care what 
your name is. You’re not living in the 
real world, or you’re playing politics. 
We need nuclear. 

Now, another new technology is the 
stationary solid oxide fuel cell. What is 
that? Well, it’s developed out of Silicon 
Valley. Partnerships around the coun-
try. We have a 100-kilowatt system now 
being demonstrated in the Tennessee 
Valley. It looks like the HVAC system 
in your home, but here is the special 
element of a solid oxide fuel cell: It 
makes electricity, but it’s not on a 
transmission grid. That’s pretty cool in 
the world we live in today because 
without a transmission grid, you can’t 
shut down the electricity through a 
terrorist incident because not everyone 
is connected to the grid. 

And in this stationary solid oxide 
fuel cell, which is also emissionless, re-
ducing the carbon footprint, it does 
have to be fueled in one feedstock. It’s 
an HVAC system with fuel cells that 
creates 100 kilowatts of power which is 
roughly a 30,000 square foot building. 
Office building, commercial center, 
several houses. But you have to have a 
feedstock, but it will run on anything, 
just about. It will run on natural gas, 
it will run on solar in some places, eth-
anol, different feedstocks. 

But that’s an important develop-
ment. It has got tremendous electricity 
potential especially if we start plug-

ging in our cars and we need this new 
electricity capacity. 

I believe we ought to look at a fol-
low-up stimulus bill that directs re-
sources to people that are stuck. And 
I’ll tell you in the south, if you’re on 
the lower income, you probably have a 
very inefficient vehicle and you prob-
ably drive a long way to work and 
you’re stuck; and those are the people 
that our next economic stimulus ought 
to help. We ought to figure out a way 
in a bipartisan way to get them some 
resources to move to more efficient 
transportation, one way or another. 
Because people right now, they can’t 
trade that big car. They can’t get for it 
what it’s worth, and then they don’t 
have the money to go to a more effi-
cient car. We should help them. 

In closing, let me just say words are 
cheap and votes really do make a dif-
ference, and the votes for energy capac-
ity have been really important in the 
past, and they’re even more important 
today; and they’re going to be even 
more important tomorrow. And this is 
where we have to bring this Congress 
together. 

And the Democratic leadership in the 
House and Senate is way out of touch 
with reality unless they get serious im-
mediately about increasing capacity 
because if we made moves that were 
published around the world that we’re 
going back in the energy-production 
business, prices would come down over-
night, not because the energy is there 
overnight, but because they know 
we’re going in the right direction be-
cause right now we’re going in the 
wrong direction. 

We need help. 
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. I 

thank the gentleman from Tennessee. 
The president of DOW Chemical said 

in a letter I received, he said, We have 
a debate going on in this country and 
one side wants production, the other 
side wants conservation and renew-
ables. He said you’re going to need 
them all. You’ll need them both. 
There’s no room for choice. 

At this time, I’m glad to be joined by 
my friend from New Jersey (Mr. GAR-
RETT). 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. I ap-
preciate the gentleman for hosting this 
special hour tonight and also very 
much importantly for all of your work 
all over the years on this very impor-
tant issue. 

And this issue really does strike at 
the heart of my constituents back in 
my great State of New Jersey whether 
it’s from my home County of Sussex 
County, where over 60 percent of them 
have to commute out of the county 
every day by car, or Warren County or 
Bergen County where a host of so many 
commuters are being hard hit by this 
hard energy crisis that we’re facing 
right now. 

I join with my friend from Tennessee 
where—I don’t come to the floor to 
blame anyone because the American 
public simply wants the Congress to 
come up with answers to the problems 
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that we are all facing back in our dis-
trict. 

And I think really when you get right 
down to it, it’s not that complicated in 
one sense to take a look at the various 
policies or ideas out there. It’s easy, I 
think, one way to tell whether a good— 
whether a policy is a good energy pol-
icy or not. All you have to do is look at 
three things: supplies, cost, and secu-
rity. 

A good energy policy is a policy that 
will do what? It will give you more en-
ergy. More supply. A bad energy policy 
will give us less supply. A good energy 
policy is one that will lower costs for 
Americans. A bad energy policy is one 
that is going to continue to raise or es-
calate costs, meaning that American 
families are going to have to have less 
money for their food, housing, edu-
cation, and so on. And thirdly and fi-
nally, a good energy policy is one that 
will make us a stronger, more secure 
America. A bad energy policy is going 
to be one that makes us less secure, 
less independent of foreign, unstable 
regimes like Venezuela and overseas 
and Saudi Arabia and places like Rus-
sia and the like. 

So why don’t we take a minute to see 
what has, quite honestly, the other 
side of the aisle proposed for us. I have 
in my hand right here, the Democrat 
plan to lower gas prices. You may re-
call that when Democrats were cam-
paigning for the 110th Congress, they 
said that they had a commonsense so-
lution to lower the price of gasoline 
and energy for the American public. 
And we are now 18 months, I think, 
into the 110th Congress. And, well, 
there is absolutely nothing in the 
Democrat’s plan. 

Their commonsense solution, and 
that’s why we’re so eagerly awaiting it, 
and that’s why we, on this side of the 
aisle, come to the floor every night to 
hammer home the point that some-
thing must be done. But we can look to 
see what has occurred over the last 17 
months, 18 months of the 110th Con-
gress now that the Democrats have 
been in charge of dealing with energy. 
On these three points: on supply, on 
cost, on security. 

On supply. As I stand here tonight, as 
was already indicated from the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, 85 percent 
of the Outer Continental Shelf where 
our energy supply comes from, natural 
gas principally, but oil as well, it’s ba-
sically locked up off limits to us for 
further exploration even determining 
what is actually out there. There was 
legislation to do that just to say what’s 
out there. Let’s find out the informa-
tion. Off limits to us. 

Deep sea exploration. Over 100 or 
200—200 miles off sea totally off limits 
right now. Eighty-six billion barrels of 
oil, 420 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
could be at our disposal to give us 
greater supply, but it’s not. 

Oil shales In the Midwestern part of 
this country. Oil shales were reported 
in the paper just today as it was going 
through committee and will be coming 

to the floor later on, proposals to keep 
that off-limits as far as greater supply 
for the country. 

Let me give you some quick little 
number here. U.S. has two trillion, 
that’s with a ‘‘T,’’ two trillion barrels 
of oil that effectively are involved 
here. And to put that in perspective, 
from 1859 from the first days that oil 
was pulled out of the ground to today, 
one trillion barrels of oil has been used. 
And we have basically two trillion bar-
rels over there that we could basically 
be getting in economically viable ways. 

Supply has not been addressed, unfor-
tunately, during the 110th Congress by 
the Democrats. 

Costs. Well, when they were cam-
paigning for office, I know in my dis-
trict you could buy gasoline for $1.80. 
Now, of course, it’s up to $4, doubling 
the price, and that’s hurting the Amer-
ican family. 

What else has occurred during these 
last 17 months? Four times legislation 
has come through this House that 
would raise taxes on energy costs. And 
who actually pays those taxes at the 
end of the day? You and I do at the 
pump or any other ways where we buy 
our energy. 

And finally, there are still proposals, 
believe it or not, from the other side of 
the aisle that want to put more taxes 
on us like 50 cents-a-gallon gasoline 
taxes has been proposed by Chairman 
DINGELL. So the next time you go to 
the pump and you’re paying around $4 
bucks per a gallon of oil, just remem-
ber the other side wants to add another 
50 cents; and there is another proposal 
for a nickel as well by Chairman OBER-
STAR. So 55 cents more if they have 
their way in taxes. 

Finally on security. Well, right now 
this country imports around 63 percent 
or is dependent upon foreign oil. Places 
like Saudi Arabia, places like Ven-
ezuela, places like Nigeria where they 
have so many problems, Down south in 
South America as well; and that num-
ber continues to grow for the reasons I 
have just stated. 

Gasoline. We have not built refineries 
in this country so now we are like 
many countries across the globe. We 
have to import gasoline, 10 percent of 
our consumption of gasoline is coming 
into this country, which makes us a 
less secure Nation because we do not 
have our own supply of refineries right 
here at home. 

Let me move off of what we’re doing 
here on the floor to an outside source 
to look at this. And the Investors Busi-
ness Daily has taken a look at this 
issue. And what they said is this. They 
said just going back a couple of years, 
under the eight Clinton years alone, 
U.S. oil production declined 1.3 million 
barrels per day, or 19 percent, while our 
foreign imports increased 3.5 million 
barrels a day, or 45 percent. 

During President Clinton’s time, he 
vetoed legislation that would have in-
creased legislation that would have in-
creased production of our own vitally 
needed oil supply, not only for Ameri-

cans but for our national defense emer-
gencies as well. 

The article goes on to say—it poses 
this question. So were the Democrats 
and Members of Congress together 
merely short-sighted with only a few 
having any real business experience, or 
were they just ignorant about econom-
ics, the fact that the law of supply and 
demand determines the price of oil 
commodities such as oil, steel, copper, 
and lumber? Or were they utterly irre-
sponsible and incompetent in their ac-
tions that led us to become dan-
gerously dependent on increasing oil 
imports from foreign companies? We 
think, it says, we think it was all of 
the above. 

The unintended consequences of the 
Congress Members’ poor judgment and 
meddling micromanagement of U.S. en-
ergy policy is that they actually hurt 
most of the people that they profess to 
help: the average American consumer, 
lower-income workers, and those in the 
inner cities who can’t afford an extra 
$100 a month to drive to and from 
work. 

So that, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
dilemma we face here in the 110th Con-
gress on a proposal, on plans that do 
not address supplies, costs, and energy. 
And that is why I so commend the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for the solu-
tions that he’s offered over the years as 
well and his legislation that goes to 
the issue of supply to increase the 
amount of energy that the American 
consumer can attain, to lower the cost 
of energy for the American family so 
that they have more disposable income 
for other needs, and to increase na-
tional security to strengthen America 
to make us more independent of these 
volatile countries. 

And with that, I thank the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for his fine comments, and we yield 
back the balance of our time. 

f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my colleagues for giv-
ing us the indulgence of once again al-
lowing the Speaker’s 30-Something 
Working Group to come down to the 
House floor. We are hopeful tonight 
that we’re going to have a full House 
here on the House floor, that we will be 
joined tonight by our master of cere-
monies, on most nights Representative 
MEEK and his original partner in crime, 
Mr. RYAN, as well as Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, and Mr. ALTMIRE. 

It’s appropriate that we’re going to 
have hopefully four or five of us here 
by the time the hour is up because we 
have a lot to talk about. Because as 
our Republican colleagues have noted 
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over the last hour, the one thing that 
they are probably right on the mark 
about is that people are hurting out 
there. People have a level of anger and 
anxiety over what is happening in this 
economy that many of us haven’t seen 
in a very, very long time. 

I don’t know technically whether 
we’re in a recession, whether we’re on 
our way into one. All I know is that 
people are having to do more with 
much less; that that salary increase 
that people thought they were getting 
isn’t happening; that those overtime 
hours that my constituents in New 
Britain relied upon aren’t there this 
year. And yet on the other side of their 
family’s ledger, the prices to heat their 
home are going up, obviously the prices 
to fuel their car are going up, the col-
lege expenses, the health care expenses 
are going in only one direction and by 
and large far outpacing the rate of 
wage inflation that they’re seeing as 
well. 

b 2130 
And the New Direction Congress is 

trying to do something about it. 
There’s no secret as to why we’ve got-
ten into this situation that we’re in 
today, why our people are making 
money at the very upper echelon of the 
income scale, why do we have GDP 
continuing to expand, while we have 
wages remaining relatively stagnant. 

It’s because for a very long time on 
the floor of this House of Representa-
tives before the New Direction Con-
gress was installed last January, the 
voices that really mattered down here 
were the folks that were doing pretty 
well off in this economy: the drug in-
dustry, the health insurers, and at the 
top of the list, the oil industry. 

The dichotomy right now that exists 
today between the success of the oil in-
dustry and the distress of the people 
who buy their product is absolutely un-
conscionable. And it is hard for us to 
understand, with our slim majority 
that we hold on the Democratic side, 
why we can’t get more consensus here 
between Republicans and Democrats to 
take on those gross and unjustifiable 
profits that are being made by the oil 
industry. 

Last quarter’s profits from American 
and multinational oil companies set 
records, not for the history of the 
American oil industry, but for the his-
tory of American capitalism, and it’s 
no secret where they’re making those 
profits. They’re making it off of all of 
us. 

Now, we heard a couple of days ago 
that the average price across this coun-
try hit $4 a gallon. Well, that was old 
news to us in Connecticut. We hit $4 
weeks, if not a month, ago. We are well 
on our way in Connecticut to $5 a gal-
lon, and in Connecticut it hurts us a 
little bit more because we have more 
congested highways. We don’t have 
mass transit alternatives like other 
parts of the country. People are driv-
ing. 

In my district, we still have some 
jobs growing in Danbury, Connecticut, 

but nobody can live there because we 
don’t have enough affordable housing. 
So people live in Waterbury, Con-
necticut, and they drive 30 miles to 
work every day. They’d live in Dan-
bury if they could. They can’t afford to 
do it. They’d live in Stamford if they 
could, but they can’t. They live where 
they have to. They work where they 
have to. And it necessitates a commute 
which puts them out now record 
amounts, all the while, while the oil in-
dustry are making profits, they are 
setting records in the history of Amer-
ican capitalism. 

So, to us, it seems pretty obvious 
where we should lay the blame, on an 
oil industry which has continued to 
take profits out of American con-
sumers and at the feet of an adminis-
tration run by two oil men. I mean, it 
doesn’t get much more simple than 
that. 

I mean, I understand people’s frustra-
tions. I understand the frustrations of 
the folks on the Republican side and 
the Democratic side, but it doesn’t 
take too much imagination to figure 
out why we got where we got. We elect-
ed to the White House a President and 
a Vice President who made their for-
tunes in the oil industry, and they have 
created a legacy that they will leave 
behind in the White House of doing 
even more favors for that industry, of 
setting an energy policy that guaran-
tees massive profits for the friends that 
they left behind in that industry. 

And so, to us, the solution seemed 
pretty simple. The Senate tried just a 
few days ago to pass a windfall profits 
tax to suggest that maybe they’re 
making a little bit too much in the oil 
industry; we should turn a little bit of 
that back around to hardworking con-
sumers. Couldn’t get the votes it need-
ed to without Republican support. 

Here in the House, we looked at the 
$18 billion in tax breaks and giveaways 
that have been given to the oil indus-
try. We watched a recent report come 
out from GAO, the nonpartisan Gov-
ernment Accountability Office, about a 
week ago which told us that we have 
given away over $50 billion in annual 
unclaimed royalties that we should be 
collecting against the oil industry for 
their drilling across this country and 
off our shores. And we see an oppor-
tunity, we see an opportunity to take 
those unclaimed royalties that are 
making the oil industry rich, we see an 
opportunity to take those tax breaks, 
$16- and $18-billion, however you want 
to estimate it that the 2005 energy bill 
passed before the New Direction Con-
gress got here and gave to the oil in-
dustry, and we see a chance to take 
that money out of the pockets of the 
oil industry and turn it around to hard-
working consumers, hardworking com-
muters that need a break right now. 

It’s not like the money isn’t out 
there. It’s out there. It’s lying in the 
hands of oil industry and gas industry 
CEOs and their top executives, their 
shareholders who are reaping the ben-
efit of the misery that people in this 

country are witnessing at the pump. 
Four dollars may be the national num-
ber, but in Connecticut that’s history. 
We’re on our way to $5. 

So, to us on the Democratic side, on 
the majority side, we don’t want this 
to be a partisan issue. I appreciate the 
comments of our Republican friends 
who spoke before the 30 Something 
Working Group here tonight, but this, 
to us, isn’t about Republicans or Demo-
crats, because you’re paying $4.50 at 
the pump in Connecticut whether 
you’re a registered R or you’re a reg-
istered D. And those oil company ex-
ecutives are making record profits, 
whether they are a registered Repub-
lican or whether they are a registered 
Democrat. Affiliation ideology does 
not mean anything here. The stats are 
the stats and the numbers are the num-
bers, and it shows us that there are 
people making a lot of money who 
don’t deserve to make it, and there are 
people enduring a lot of misery who 
don’t have to. 

And one of the most respected Mem-
bers of the other side of the aisle sat at 
the well just a few moments ago and 
told us that words are one thing, but 
votes matter. I don’t think that there 
would be a voice of disagreement in 
this House. Absolutely, you can go out 
there and say one thing about how 
you’re trying to take on the oil indus-
try, but what you do here matters. 

And so I would encourage people out 
there, my friends in the Fifth District 
of Connecticut, and all those in other 
parts of the country that are strug-
gling to understand what’s happening 
with energy prices out there to check 
the record, to go back and look at what 
Congress has done and has attempted 
to do to fix this problem and see where 
the votes are and where the votes 
aren’t. 

You see, we’ve tried to pass legisla-
tion to punish price gougers, to give 
the Federal Trade Commission the au-
thority to press Federal charges 
against those individuals, retailers and 
wholesalers, who have tried to take ad-
vantage of this situation to 
unjustifiably run up the price, and 
we’ve been alone over here on the 
Democratic side of the aisle. We’ve 
passed legislation to repeal the anti-
trust exemption that the big, multi-
national oil companies have so that we 
can go after folks that are price 
colluding against American consumers, 
and we haven’t had much cooperation 
on this side of the aisle. 

And we have put actions behind 
words when it comes to conservation. I 
hope that Representative WAMP is 
right. I hope that we are on the verge 
of a new era in transportation tech-
nology. I hope that we are going to see 
electric cars be the predominant force 
in our automotive world. I hope that 
we are near that moment, and I think 
he’s also right, frankly, that if we are 
going to get to that moment we’re 
going to have to be honest about the 
electricity capacity that we do not 
have in this country. 
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I hope that we can set, Republicans 

and Democrats, a strategy to get there, 
to both encourage the development of 
electric car technology, of the re-
charging stations that we will need to 
make that a robust technology and a 
commercialized opportunity, an alter-
native for commuters, and that we will 
also do the right things in terms of 
electricity production and grid capac-
ity to make it a realistic option. 

But until we get there, until we get 
to a moment where we can plug in our 
car and go, we have an opportunity 
today to stand behind an effort to 
make the cars that we buy right now 
more fuel efficient. Thirty years went 
by until this House of Representatives 
stood up under a Democratic leadership 
and passed a new law requiring that 
every car in this country, the average 
fuel efficiency of a fleet, be 35 miles a 
gallon. Thirty years went by, 12 years 
of Republican rule, and not a single bill 
passed in this Congress to promote con-
servation with real policy directives 
behind it. 

Now, we did get a lot of Republican 
sponsors on that legislation, the en-
ergy bill passed at the end of last year, 
but we needed more. We needed more, 
and on that case, votes did matter. On 
that case, votes did matter. We have 
had bipartisan cooperation, but led by 
a new Democratic majority, this House 
stood up and passed legislation requir-
ing cars in this country to hit 35 miles 
a gallon, which will save the average 
consumer $1,000 over the course of the 
year at the pump. That’s real dollars. 
That’s real dollars for the average con-
sumer. In fact, that number was from 
the end of last year. It’s probably much 
more than $1,000 now that the price at 
the pump has gone up. 

And the alternatives that the Repub-
licans offer, as we try to say, listen, 
the solution here is to make the cars 
we drive now more fuel efficient, the 
solution is to go after those that would 
collude to set prices, those who would 
take advantage of this moment to price 
gouge at the pumps, when we sit here 
and say that we can also look at legis-
lation promoted by Representative 
STUPAK and Representative LARSON, 
legislation being worked on now by the 
Energy and Commerce Committee to 
start to regulate the energy com-
modity trading markets that are skim-
ming millions, if not billions, of dollars 
off of the product that people are pay-
ing for at the pump, we can do some-
thing to take money out of the hands 
of speculators who have done far too 
well off of the rising price of oil and 
put that money back in the hands of 
those hardworking, middle class Amer-
icans who are paying the bills for those 
speculators on Wall Street. 

We’re going to move forward legisla-
tion to do that as well. We’re going to 
set a long-term strategy while we’re at 
it because we can do things in the 
short-term with price colluding, with 
price gougers. We can take pride in leg-
islation that Mr. WELCH and Mr. 
COURTNEY and others moved through 

the House to stop the President from 
putting more oil into the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve and, instead, put that 
oil on the market. That’s another 10, 
15, 20 cents on the gallon. We can do all 
those short-term things necessary to 
get the price of oil down. 

We can take a long-term view to try 
to get to a moment in 5 or 10 years 
where we’re no longer relying on a for-
eign-produced and foreign-priced prod-
uct that oil is. We can have that long- 
term view to have a renewable domes-
tically produced energy source here. 

We can do all those things, and we 
can do them together. It’s not mutu-
ally exclusive to try to take some steps 
right now, going against the specu-
lators, going against the price gougers, 
stopping putting oil in the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve. That’s not mutu-
ally exclusive from doing the long- 
term things necessary to wean our-
selves off of this product that we do 
not price, that for the most part we do 
not produce. 

The solution, though, is not to just 
say that we’re going to get a little bit 
more from here in the United States. 
We have a chart here that maybe we 
can take a look at with regard to some 
of the claims of our friends on the 
other side of the aisle with regard to 
the great salvation of the American en-
ergy crisis which is going to be the 
drilling for oil in Alaska. 

We are talking about a project that, 
first of all, is going to take 20 years to 
get to peak oil production. It’s going to 
take 10 years, Mr. Speaker, just to get 
to a point where anything is coming 
out of the ground. Even in a moment 
right now, where big oil companies 
have license to drill right here onshore, 
on about 42 million acres, 42 million 
acres that they could take oil from on-
shore. You know how much that 
they’re taking oil off of right now? 
Twelve million. There’s 30 million 
acres with permitted potential here do-
mestically that isn’t being used today. 

b 2145 

So this talk of drilling more, these 
oil companies have the ability to drill 
for more oil right now, 30 million acres 
permitted and not drilled for. 

Let’s talk about offshore as well. And 
I want to talk about what happens in 
ANWR, in the Alaskan Wildlife Refuge, 
but let’s talk about offshore. Thirty- 
eight million acres ready to go, per-
mitted for drilling by the big domestic 
and multinational oil companies. You 
know how much of that 38 million is 
being used today? Eight million acres. 
30.6—let’s be exact here—30.6 million 
acres of offshore territory permitted 
for use not being drilled upon today. 

This effort to take a small parcel of 
land, admittedly no bigger than Dulles 
National Airport, and use this crisis 
moment in American energy history to 
open up a sensitive wildlife refuge for 
drilling is nothing more than a power 
and money grab by an industry that al-
ready today, by facts and figures that 
don’t come from me, but come from the 

industry themselves, suggests that 
there are 60 million acres of onshore 
and offshore territory today that are 
not being drilled upon that could be 
used right now if they wanted to. 
Record numbers of new permits being 
handed out for drilling on available 
lands and available offshore territory 
today. 

It is not that we don’t have the ca-
pacity for new drilling. We have it, it’s 
ready to go; the oil industry has de-
cided not to use it. The oil industry has 
decided, for whatever reason—I can’t 
get into their heads to try to figure out 
exactly what their motivation is, but 
you can certainly impute a motivation 
which would suggest that a holdback 
on supply isn’t such a bad thing, that 
by keeping supply, by holding back on 
drilling, by keeping that 60 million 
acres that they could drill on right now 
tomorrow from going into production, 
they’re going to make some profit off 
of that. 

Our focus has to be on how on Earth 
we have allowed for more tax breaks, 
for more royalty breaks to an oil in-
dustry making record profits in the 
history of capitalism that sits today on 
60 million acres that they’re not drill-
ing on. 

But let’s talk about what would hap-
pen if we did get beyond that, if we did 
sort of forgive the fact that they just 
simply aren’t using the territory that’s 
available to them today and we gave 
them the ability to drill in ANWR. 
You’re not going to be even able to 
really see this chart. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker and my colleagues, it looks 
like a blank chart. It’s titled, ‘‘How 
Much Would We Save by Drilling in 
ANWR?’’ And the statistics used to 
make this chart don’t come from con-
gressional Democrats or congressional 
Republicans, they come from the ad-
ministration, they come from the ad-
ministration’s own energy agency. 

And you can’t see anything on this 
chart. It looks blank to you because it 
is blank. How much would you save by 
drilling in ANWR? By 2030, Mr. Speak-
er—I’m going to have my first child 
this summer, and my child will be on 
his way to college by the time 2030 
rolls around. So by 2030, my child will 
be driving a car. And in 2030, he’s going 
to have saved 1.8 cents per gallon if we 
drilled in ANWR. 

So even if you got over the fact that 
there are millions of acres out there 
permitted today, ready to go for explo-
ration today that the oil industry has 
not used, even if you get over the very 
legitimate environmental concerns 
that confront ANWR, you’re getting 1.8 
cents in savings per gallon in 2030. Why 
2030? Because it takes 20 years to get to 
peak production. It takes 10 years to 
get one drop out of the ground. 

And while we sit here and argue over 
whether we drill in ANWR or not, we’re 
wasting valuable time that could go 
into making changes today, like the 
success we had just weeks ago in stop-
ping the deposit of new petroleum into 
the Strategic Reserve. That’s not 1.8 
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cents per gallon, that is potentially 15 
or 20 cents per gallon. Stopping putting 
oil in the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
isn’t 2030, Mr. Speaker, it’s today, it’s 
next week—maybe not next week, 
maybe it’s next month, maybe it’s next 
year. It’s not 2030, it’s immediate. 

And more to the point, by spending 
our time this year and next year talk-
ing about how we take this country 
back from this oil industry, how we 
create sources of energy that are pro-
duced here in the United States that 
we control and we price, we’re doing 
something not just for energy prices, 
but we’re doing something for national 
security. Because every day that we 
continue to go on, every day that we 
fight about what little bit more we can 
get out of the ground, we’re empow-
ering a global energy industry that is a 
threat to this Nation in the end. 

Every day that we continue to fill up 
our gas tanks with a product that 
sends money overseas to countries that 
use that money to fuel the educational 
and recruitment initiatives of those 
who would do harm to us—because 
that’s what’s happening here, we’re 
sending oil overseas, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, to countries that maybe 
aren’t directly using that money to 
send straight to terrorists, but they’re 
using that money to fund the schools 
that train the kids that eventually 
turn into those terrorists. They’re 
using that money to create societies 
that marginalize individuals in Saudi 
Arabia and other places so that they 
have no choice but to flee to those ex-
tremist movements. 

Every day that we sit here and argue 
over whether we drill in ANWR, wheth-
er we drill offshore, whether we give 
more power to the international oil in-
dustry that already is making these 
record profits in the history of cap-
italism, we are endangering the safety 
of this country. 

I want to do the right short-term and 
long-term things because I go home 
every weekend and I feel the hurt, as 
you do, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, as 
you do, Mr. Speaker, of all of our con-
stituents that don’t deserve to pay $4, 
$5 at the pump while the oil industry is 
making record profits. But I also want 
to make the right decisions now on the 
future of our energy policy because it’s 
how my future kids and grand kids live 
in a safe country and in a safe world. 

And so I’m proud to be part of a ‘‘new 
direction’’ Congress that is finally, for 
the first time in a decade, taking on 
this oil industry. I’m proud to be part 
of a Congress that is both doing things 
in the short run—even if we don’t get 
Republican votes to do it—and trying 
to set a long-term strategy. It’s a lot 
to ask. It’s a lot to ask, but this is a 
big moment right now. This is a big 
moment. Four or five dollar prices at 
the pumps cannot sustain. Families 
cannot pay that. And the question is, 
are we going to allow the oil industry 
to co-opt this moment, to take advan-
tage of it, to get a little bit bigger 
piece of the pie in order to make even 

bigger profits? Or are we going to use 
this money, the $4 and $5 prices at the 
pump, to finally stand up to these 
guys, to finally say enough it enough, 
and to set a long-term plan to get this 
country off of this product that we 
can’t control, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ? 

I think I know the answer to that. I 
think I know where this Congress 
wants to go. I think I know that the 
American public are ready to follow. 
But it frustrates me—you just joined 
us here—it frustrates me to listen to 
some of our colleagues standing on the 
floor and basically asking for the same 
old, same old that we’ve seen for the 
late 8 years, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Yes, 
they seem to believe that the Presi-
dent’s drill more and veto policy is the 
right way to go when it comes to our 
energy policy. And I’ll tell you, as I 
often call myself, Mr. MURPHY and Mr. 
RYAN, a minivan mom because I have 
three young kids, I spend most of my 
time, when I’m home, driving them 
from diving practice to baseball games 
to gymnastics, and it consumes quite a 
bit of gas. So when I’m home and have 
to go and fill up that gas tank, which 
I did just last week before I came back 
to Washington, it cost me $76, Mr. 
RYAN. 

And we’ve done 30-something in the 
last few weeks, and I think the last 
time I was here it cost me $62 to fill up 
my gas tank, the last time we talked 
about this. And we’ve gone from $62, 
I’m at $76. The week before last I was 
at $72. The week before that, I was at 
$68 to fill up the tank. I mean, so now 
we’re talking about real money. Sev-
enty-six dollars is what a very small 
amount of groceries cost. And that’s 
money that is the difference between 
someone being able to buy the gro-
ceries in the supermarket or put gaso-
line in the tank or make sure that they 
can take their kids to the doctor and 
make that copayment for the doctor’s 
appointment. I mean, we have record 
gas prices now that are hurting, cut-
ting people to the quick. And the Re-
publicans, our good friends on the 
other side of the aisle, what is their so-
lution? 

First of all, before we became the 
majority and began to even put this 
issue on the front burner, it wasn’t an 
issue for them. The last action that 
they took, when they were in charge, 
was to give $14 billion in subsidies to 
the oil industry, which is the most 
profitable industry in America. Now, 
what does that mean? We’ve heard a 
lot of us talk about those $14 billion in 
subsidies. What it means is that the 
Federal Government gives the oil in-
dustry permission, they are allowed to 
drill for oil on Federal lands and in ex-
change they are supposed pay royalties 
to the Federal Government to do that. 
We forgive those royalties, that’s what 
the $14 billion is. And what we have 
proposed is, because we want to truly 
wean ourselves off of our addiction to 
oil—and not just foreign oil, we need to 

wean ourselves off of our addiction to 
oil period because oil is a finite re-
source. We need to really invest in re-
newable energy sources, in biofuels. 

And what we would like to do is re-
peal that $14 billion in subsidies, re-
quire the oil industry to pay the royal-
ties—because they’re pulling oil out of 
the ground on land that they don’t 
own, on land that is owned by the Fed-
eral Government, they’re profiting 
from that and paying nothing for the 
privilege—we want to take that $14 bil-
lion in subsidies and invest it in alter-
native energy research. Because, you 
know, growing up, Mr. MURPHY and Mr. 
RYAN, I remember during the Carter 
administration, I remember the energy 
crisis. I remember sitting in the back 
seat of my parents’ car on gas lines. 
And I remember in elementary school 
seeing all the conservation efforts that 
they started doing all the way down to, 
you know, to the public school and ele-
mentary school level. We had signs 
next to the light switches that sud-
denly were put on there that said, you 
know, ‘‘turn the lights off.’’ There was 
a big national energy conservation ef-
fort that just fizzled once Ronald 
Reagan became President. And we 
never invested in alternative research 
like we should have. The conservation 
efforts went by the wayside, and we 
went back to the same old story, oil, 
oil, oil. 

And look, right now, the Republicans 
are talking about needing to drill for 
more oil in ANWR, pulling oil out of 
shale, this 68 million acres available 
now that they are not drilling on, 68 
million; I mean, it’s absolutely ridicu-
lous. They need to be utilizing the turf 
that they’ve got now, and they’re not. 

So we need to make sure that it’s 
clear to the American people—and 
that’s why we come out here every 
night—who’s for solving this energy 
crisis and who’s all talk. And I think 
the Republicans have clearly proven 
that through their actions and their 
lack of stewardship when they were in 
charge. And I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What’s funny 
here, Mr. Speaker, is that this is an-
other pattern, as these issues continue 
to come up, where the Republicans con-
tinue to offer solutions that have abso-
lutely nothing to do with the problem 
that we’re trying to deal with. You 
know, they lack ideas. They are a 
party that’s void of ideas. 

We cannot drill our way out of this 
problem. That’s the issue here. Drilling 
has increased in the last 7 years by 66 
percent, and there has been no decrease 
in the price of gas, there has been a 
tremendous increase. And on Friday, 
there was an increase in the per barrel 
cost of oil that was larger than a barrel 
cost 10 years ago. So the increase this 
year was more than a whole barrel cost 
10 years ago. We’ve been drilling more 
than we’ve ever been drilling, 66 per-
cent more in the last 10 years, and it’s 
still not reducing the price. 

The key here is we need to move off 
of our dependency on foreign oil. So if 
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you look at what the policies have been 
up to this point—and everyone says, 
you know, they come down to the 
floor, ‘‘if we could only drill in 
ANWR,’’ if you started drilling in 
ANWR today, you wouldn’t get a drop 
of oil for 10 years. And in 20 years, you 
would only reduce the cost of a gallon 
of gas by one penny. That is the energy 
plan of the Republican minority in 
Congress and President George Bush: 
Go drill, and in 20 years we’ll save you 
one penny per gallon of gas. 

b 2200 

What we’re trying to do is to make a 
very mature decision, which is unusual 
for Washington, that if we take the $15 
billion or $18 billion in subsidies that 
we’re giving to the oil companies under 
the Bush administration, we can move 
that into alternative energy research 
and development and have a long-term 
plan to solve this problem. We do not 
want to be here. Hopefully, God will-
ing, our constituents will continue to 
elect us. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Will 
the gentleman yield for just 1 minute 
for a correction? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I would be happy 
to yield. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I just 
want to point out that it’s not actually 
a penny, Mr. RYAN. We have a chart 
here. It’s 1.8 cents. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I’m sorry. 
Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. It’s ac-

tually 1.8 cents. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I reserve the right 

to revise and extend my remarks. So 
I’d like to take this opportunity to say 
1.8 cents per gallon of gas 20 years from 
now. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Right. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What we’re trying 

to say is we don’t want to be in the 
same position 20 years from now or 10 
years from now that we’re in today, so 
that means that we need to make some 
long-term decisions. It’s easy to come 
down to the floor: Drill, drill, drill. 
Drilling will not solve this problem. 

If you look at what President Bush’s 
policies have been, if you look at what 
the Republican Congress’ policies have 
been—drill, increase by 66 percent—gas 
still goes up through the roof. The war 
in Iraq has totally destabilized the re-
gion that has more oil than anywhere 
else, and it has totally helped to drive 
up costs. 

What we’re trying to do is to have 
these mature discussions, not drill and 
veto, drill and veto, drill and veto. 
Let’s stop the manipulation of the 
commodities market. Let’s stop the 
manipulation of the futures and every-
thing else where it’s just continuing to 
drive up the cost of gasoline for aver-
age people. That is basically what is 
going on. 

I think Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
made a great point. There are 68 mil-
lion acres of land, Federal land, that 
the oil companies could tap into if they 
wanted. They have not. As for the re-
fining capacity in the United States, 

everyone says, ‘‘Build more refineries. 
Build more refineries.’’ The refineries 
we have now are only working at 85 
percent. So there are a lot of smoke 
and mirrors coming from the other 
side. 

What we are trying to say is we need 
long-term, responsible policies that are 
going to stop providing corporate wel-
fare for the oil companies, and we need 
to invest that money into long-term 
biodiesel, nuclear, wind, solar, and all 
of these other issues. 

With that, I’d like to yield to our 
good friend from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I appreciate the gen-
tleman from Ohio. 

I do hope those who are interested in 
this topic—and everybody in this coun-
try, I think, is interested in the issue 
of gas prices and is certainly interested 
in alternative sources of energy—have 
heard what the gentleman has just 
said. 

There was a poll taken which some-
body talked to me about today. Fifty- 
four percent of the American people 
think that we should drill for more oil 
domestically. Well, I don’t think there 
is anybody in this Congress who dis-
agrees with that statement. What does 
that mean? 

As the gentleman said, there are 68 
million acres. That is not a typo-
graphical error. I’m not misspeaking. 
The gentleman was not misspeaking. 
There are 68 million acres of Federal 
lands that are currently available and 
permitted to drill for oil. Well, why 
aren’t the oil companies drilling for oil 
there? There are a variety of reasons. 

Some of it is the construction. The 
permitting, the geological, the sur-
veying work that needs to be done 
takes a long time. That’s the issue 
with ANWR, the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge. If we said today we were 
going to allow the oil companies to 
drill for oil in ANWR, it would be 10 
years before the first drop of oil came, 
and it would be 20 years before ANWR 
was at peak capacity. I’ll return to 
that momentarily. 

Part of that 68 million acres that 
isn’t being utilized is going to be devel-
oped at some point, but they’re not 
there yet. Part of it is that the oil 
companies buy up these leases and 
stockpile them because that looks good 
on their assets, and they file their fi-
nancial reports, and it helps their bot-
tom line because they hold the futures 
on stockpiled assets that are leased 
acreage for oil drilling. But we have in 
the Outer Continental Shelf already 
identified where 80 percent of the 
known oil is. It is within the area 
where the oil companies are already 
permitted to drill and where 8,000 
leases already exist. So 80 percent of 
the known oil in the Outer Continental 
Shelf is already within an area in 
which we’re able to drill for more oil. 

So those watching tonight might say, 
‘‘Well, how much of that 80 percent are 
we drilling on?’’ Well, we’re drilling on 
about a quarter of it. About 75 percent 
of the leases that are held in that area 

where we know that there is oil is not 
being used for oil drilling right now. 
It’s the same situation. Some of it is 
being surveyed, and the geological 
work is being done, and they’re going 
to do some construction, and they’ll 
get there. Some of it is just being held 
by the oil companies. 

Then you have the coast of Florida, 
where the gentlewoman is from, and 
you have the coast of California, and 
you’re getting into those issues. It’s 
the same thing. We have identified 
places in this country where it’s al-
ready available to drill for oil. 

You might say, ‘‘All right. What are 
we talking about? How much oil are we 
talking about?’’ How about 4.2 million 
barrels of oil per day that we could get 
from those 68 million acres if we were 
drilling right now where the leases are 
already held. 4.2 million barrels. 

By comparison is ANWR, which we’re 
talking about. The first drop of oil ar-
rives in the pipeline in ANWR 10 years 
from the time that we say you’re al-
lowed to drill there. 40,000 barrels of oil 
per day that first year from ANWR. 
40,000 barrels per day. Currently, the 
worldwide oil market is about 80 mil-
lion barrels per day. So we’re talking 
infinitesimal on the worldwide market. 

When ANWR is at peak capacity, ac-
cording to the experts, it’s going to be 
approximately 800,000 barrels a day. 
It’s going to be 800,000 barrels of oil a 
day in a market that’s 80 million bar-
rels a day, a worldwide market. Let’s 
think about that 4.2 million barrels 
that we could get from the 68 million 
acres, and I know we’re talking about a 
lot of numbers right now. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. We’re 
standing here, and we’re incredibly im-
pressed, Mr. ALTMIRE. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. The point is this: We 
already know where there is oil to drill 
in this country. The oil companies al-
ready own the leases where they could 
drill for that oil. They’re making a 
conscious decision, for a variety of rea-
sons, not to drill for oil in places where 
they’re already permitted to do so. 

Lastly, on refineries, people will say, 
‘‘Well, let’s build more refineries.’’ 
Well, we have half the number of refin-
eries today that we had 30 years ago 
because the companies have shut them 
down, and the refineries that we do 
still have are operating, as the gen-
tleman said, at 85 percent capacity. 

So what is the point of spending the 
time and the effort to build more refin-
eries, and what is the point of spending 
the money if the refineries that we 
have aren’t even operating at near full 
capacity? There are other ways we 
could spend our time. There are other 
ways we could spend our resources. 
There are other ways we could spend 
our money. 

So what, I think, every Member of 
our side of the aisle agrees on is we 
have a crisis regarding gas prices in 
this country right now. I don’t think 
anybody would disagree with that. 
We’re paying over $4 a gallon. It’s 
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going to continue to go up in the fore-
seeable future. We have to make a deci-
sion. We’ve arrived at a crisis point. We 
have a decision to make. There are no 
short-term solutions. 

Now, we can put a Band-Aid on it and 
do the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
which we did, which is going to have 
some impact. It’s not a long-term solu-
tion. We’re going to talk about manip-
ulation in the market and about the 
speculation that goes on, and that 
drives the price per barrel up. We can 
do some short-term things there, but in 
the long term, we have to make a deci-
sion. 

There are one of two ways we can go. 
We could either continue our depend-
ence on oil—and yes, we’re talking 
about domestic sources of oil when we 
talk about ANWR and the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf and the coasts of Florida 
and California. That’s domestic oil. 
But there is not nearly enough oil 
there to produce that would bring down 
the percentage that we get from for-
eign nations. So, even if we were done 
and if we were pumping all of the oil 
from those 68 million acres and from 
the new land in ANWR and from the 
other locations, we still would get 
more oil from foreign nations than we 
would produce in this country. There’s 
no way to get around that. 

So the question is: If it’s a 20-year 
process until we get to peak capacity 
at ANWR and in the Outer Continental 
Shelf, isn’t there a better way that we 
could spend the next 20 years if we’re 
going to pour money into it and have a 
national commitment to say we’re 
going to find an alternative source of 
energy? 

What I advocate and what I’m sure 
my colleagues would agree with is we 
need to put our best and brightest on 
the job and give them all of the re-
sources that they need. We need to 
take everybody from our eighth grade 
science students on up to our Nobel 
Prize winners and say, figuratively, 
‘‘You go in the same room. We’re going 
to give you all of the money that you 
need, all of the resources and all of the 
support this Nation can provide. This 
is our number 1 priority. Figure out a 
way to make a car run affordably on 
something other than gasoline.’’ 

We can do that, but we can’t do both 
because every dollar we spend drilling 
for more oil or that we spend building 
more refineries is a dollar we could 
have spent getting us off oil and get-
ting us off our dependence on foreign 
oil. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If the gentleman 
would yield. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I would. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. When most of us 

here are back home, I know that people 
say, ‘‘Just stop the politics. Solve the 
problem.’’ That entails our making 
some tough decisions long term, and 
this is kind of the general theme of 
what we’re talking about here. 

It is that we’re trying to provide, yes, 
some short-term relief but also some 
long-term planning and long-term in-

vestments so that we’re not here 10 
years from now. If you’re running a 
corporation or a business, you have a 
long-term business plan. This is our 
long-term business plan for the United 
States of America. 

Do you want billions of dollars going 
to the oil companies that are, sup-
posedly, supposed to help them in-
crease refining capacity and help make 
it easier to drill but where they’re not 
doing it for whatever reason? Public 
tax dollars. So the average taxpayer is 
getting hit at the pump, and their tax 
dollars are going to the oil companies, 
and still the price is not going down. 

What we’re trying to say is this 
money can be better spent. We are 
making a decision here to invest this 
into the long-term alternative energies 
which will prevent us, as a country, 
from being in the same position that 
we’re in today 10 years from now. 

I yield to my friend. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 

you. 
By the way, to the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania, that was a very impres-
sive top-of-mind overview, and your 
command of the facts is truly incred-
ible. So thank you very much for that 
very articulate overview. 

We also want to stress that, in addi-
tion to laying out the problem and the 
shock that we have in reaction to the 
solution of our good friends on the 
other side of the aisle to drill and veto, 
we have not stood idly by and just said, 
‘‘Well, unless we repeal these $14 bil-
lion in subsidies, then we’re not going 
to be able to do anything.’’ We have a 
series of bills that we have passed, and 
I think it would be helpful for us to go 
through those and to tell people the ef-
forts that we’re making—some short- 
term, some long-term. 

This is a difficult problem to solve in 
the short term. It is very difficult to 
dramatically bring down gas prices 
through legislation in a short-term 
way, but one of the things that we did 
was to pass the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer 
Protection Act. 

What that does is it says to the 
President that he is not to fill the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, and that 
was something that the President had 
previously opposed. He was threatening 
to veto it until he realized that the in-
crease in gas prices was so politically 
painful for both his administration and 
for his Members of Congress that he 
had no other choice but to finally re-
lent and agree to sign it. There were 
still 25 Republicans who voted against 
that bill. 

What the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve Act is designed to do is to bring 
gas prices down in the short term. Dur-
ing the rest of this year, we expect that 
bill to affect gas prices in the short 
term. 

We have the Renewable Energy and 
Job Creation Act. That is a bill that 
will extend and expand tax incentives 
for renewable energy, the type of en-
ergy that we would like to go in the di-

rection of, instead of the finite sources 
that the Republicans always talk 
about. 

What that bill would do is generate 
hundreds of thousands of green jobs, 
spur American innovation and business 
investment, and cut taxes for millions 
of Americans. What the provisions of 
that bill will do is preserve hundreds of 
thousands of good-paying, green-collar 
American jobs. 

A recent study showed that allowing 
the renewable energy incentives to ex-
pire would lead to about 116,000 jobs 
being lost in the wind and solar indus-
tries alone through the end of next 
year. Yet 159 Republicans voted against 
that legislation. That’s how latched to 
the oil industry they are. 

How about the OPEC and Big Oil 
companies accountability bill? We 
passed a bill that would combat record 
gas prices by authorizing lawsuits 
against oil cartel members for oil 
price-fixing as well as created an anti-
trust task force to crack down on oil 
companies that are engaged in anti-
competitive behavior and market ma-
nipulation. 

b 2215 

You still had 84 Republicans vote 
against that bill. 

We also passed legislation, historic 
legislation, Mr. MURPHY, for the first 
time in 35 years we have passed legisla-
tion that will require the automobile 
manufacturing industry to increase 
fuel efficiency standards to 35 miles per 
gallon by 2020. That is the first con-
gressional increase in more than three 
decades. Ninety-six Republicans voted 
against that legislation. It was signed 
into law on December 19, 2007, so we 
will over the long term see fuel effi-
ciency standards improve, which, of 
course the automobile industry could 
have done years and years ago on their 
own. But, unfortunately, we had to ca-
jole them along a little bit. 

There are two more bills I want to 
highlight, simply because of the 
shockingly large number of Repub-
licans that voted against those as well. 

You have the Renewable Energy and 
Conservation Tax Act. That is the bill 
that included the repeal of this $14 bil-
lion in subsidies. It also would invest 
in clean and renewable energy and en-
ergy efficiency and also address a re-
duction in global warming. It included 
provisions that would generate, again, 
hundreds of thousands of green jobs by 
investing in solar energy and biodiesel 
jobs and protect an additional 75,000 
wind industry jobs. And 174 Repub-
licans voted against that bill. 

Lastly, one of the things that we 
wanted to make sure we protected 
against when it came to our energy 
policy was price gouging, so we passed 
the Energy Price Gouging Prevention 
Act, because it is a little bit suspect 
that all of these retail establishments 
and all of the entire oil industry sud-
denly and dramatically all increase 
prices at the same time. What a coinci-
dence. 
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So we thought it was important in 

order to provide immediate relief to 
consumers to give the Federal Trade 
Commission the authority to inves-
tigate and punish people and entities 
that artificially inflate the price of en-
ergy, and we wanted to ensure that the 
Federal Government had the tools it 
needed to adequately respond to energy 
emergencies and prohibit price 
gouging, particularly like, for example, 
when you have natural disasters like 
my State faces which we often struggle 
with. And 140 Republicans voted 
against that bill. 

So it is just really important that we 
highlight these stark differences in our 
policy versus the Republicans, what we 
support and the actions that we have 
taken and what the other side sup-
ports. The other side is married to the 
oil industry, and we would like to 
move, again, in a new direction, so we 
can invest in renewable energy. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, just to put it in 
real stark terms here, 2002 to 2008, the 
oil industry we are talking about here, 
goes from $6.5 billion in profit, that is 
pretty good, you are going to take 
that, that is a good year, to 2008, $36.9 
billion in profit. 

We still haven’t figured out why that 
is. Why is it that the oil industry and 
the drug industry are two of the most 
profitable industries in the world? Be-
cause they cornered the market, right? 
You have got to take that drug. You 
have got nowhere else to go. If that 
drug keeps you alive and nobody else 
makes that drug, you have got to buy 
that drug. If the only thing that gets 
you from point A to point B is the 
product that Exxon and Chevron and 
BP make, then they can charge what-
ever they want. 

So we can talk about the margins 
here. We can talk about producing a 
little more. But, in the end, the reason 
why they get to just basically decide 
whatever they want, they can make 
$6.5 billion one year and $36.9 billion 
the next year, it is up to them, because 
they know whatever they charge, we 
will pay, because we have no alter-
native. That minivan mom, that soccer 
mom, guess what? Nothing else fuels 
that car right now, except for the prod-
ucts that these guys produce. 

If I made a really good apple pie and 
I went out and everybody else that 
tried to grow some apple trees in their 
backyard, I whacked them down, I 
could charge whatever I wanted for 
that because nobody else could make 
that pie. That is what the Republicans 
are basically doing. Everybody else 
that tries to go out and plant some 
apple trees in their backyard to give an 
alternative to the big oil companies, 
they whack those trees down. Guess 
what? That apple pie is now about $5 a 
gallon, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If you look on 
every issue, right, it is like we get hit 
on 9/11, the Taliban is housing them in 
Afghanistan, somehow we end up in 
Iraq. We have an energy problem. Drill-

ing is up 67 percent. We have all this 
land and everything else, all these 
other areas. We got to keep drilling. 
That is the answer, when we know that 
it is these other things going on in the 
commodities market. 

We look at trying to reduce the cost 
of college education. It is like we will 
put the banks in charge of loaning the 
money to the kids. Or if we want to 
provide prescription drugs, I got an 
idea. We will have the taxpayer pay for 
it, and we won’t do any negotiations 
with the drug companies at all. 

It is like they have a solution that 
doesn’t address the current problem 
that we have at hand, Mr. Speaker. 
And what we are trying to say is we 
have solutions that will last more than 
a decade or two, and if they are wrong, 
we will switch them. But to come down 
and say drill, drill, drill, drill, drill. In 
ANWR, for example, it will reduce the 
cost of a gallon of gas by 1.8 cents per 
gallon of gas 20 years from now if we 
start drilling today. Totally off the 
mark. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I think it is instruc-
tive, the gentleman talks about mis-
takes having been made on other 
issues. It is instructive when you think 
about the people who are making the 
arguments for how to solve the prob-
lems that we face today, let’s take a 
look at what the track record is and 
how we got to where we are today. Who 
made the decisions that have led us to 
where we are today? 

I know I don’t want to be partisan 
about this, but the facts are the facts. 
There are three reasons that gas prices 
have gone up, two of which we can con-
trol and one we can’t. We can’t control 
the increased demand in China and 
India and other countries in the world. 
It is a huge driving force. It is going to 
continue to get worse over time. It is 
going to continue to drive an increase. 

The other two factors, increased 
speculation in the market and manipu-
lation of the price in the worldwide oil 
market. The gentlewoman from Flor-
ida talks about what this Congress is 
doing on that issue in regulating that 
market and moving towards a more 
fair system that is going to decrease 
the price per barrel upwards of $30. We 
are taking action. That is a second 
cause. 

But perhaps the biggest cause is the 
weak U.S. dollar. So let’s take a look 
at why the dollar is so weak. Oil is 
traded in the worldwide market based 
on the dollar. We are paying more in 
this country. Obviously our currency is 
the U.S. dollar and we are paying more 
because of the weakness of the dollar 
which is at an all-time low, an historic 
low. 

Well, it is because of the economic 
policies of the past 8 years that have 
driven our economy and driven the 
price of the dollar nearly to the 
ground. And I would invite anyone to 
compare where the dollar was based on 
other worldwide currencies 8 years ago 
versus today. 

We have an enormous trade deficit 
which the gentleman and I deal with 

every day in our districts with the jobs 
that have been lost, and the trade def-
icit is at almost historic proportions. 
That has led to a decrease in the dol-
lar. 

But mostly the runaway spending of 
this Congress and the $3.5 trillion in 
debt that this administration and the 
previous three Congresses rolled up on 
the American people have led to the 
economic conditions that drove the 
price of the dollar down, that have re-
sulted in sky-high gas prices. 

So the exact same people who made 
the decisions that led to the crisis that 
we are in today now have their own 
recommended solutions. And I don’t 
dispute their motives. I think they are 
in it for the same reason we are. They 
want to do the right thing. I just think 
they are wrong. I think that their 
course of action that they propose is 
not going to solve the problem, and in 
fact is going to lead to a worsening of 
the problem by furthering our depend-
ence on oil, as we talked about. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
MURPHY, I might need a little help with 
this so I can be bipartisan. Let’s spread 
this out here. It is always better in the 
30-Something Working Group when we 
give visual examples of what we are 
talking about. 

We walked through the agenda of the 
New Democratic Congress on our ini-
tiatives to try to affect the cost of en-
ergy in the short-term and the long- 
term. 

Here is a visible example. Next to 
here are the names of the entire Repub-
lican leadership, and here are the four 
major pieces of legislation that we 
have moved through the Congress. Not 
allowing OPEC to price fix, making 
sure that our constituents are not 
gouged by prices, ensuring that we in-
vest in renewable energy and repealing 
those $14 billion in subsidies, and en-
suring that we have energy security 
going into the future. 

There are no yeses on this entire 
grid, the entire Republican leadership. 
What is objectionable about making 
sure that we don’t have price gouging 
when it comes to gasoline? Should we 
allow OPEC to fix prices? Is that okay? 
I am just not sure which of these bills 
was objectionable. 

It is one thing for them to say that 
we should do some other things as well, 
but if we are going to try work in a bi-
partisan spirit and approach this prob-
lem and find a solution together, vot-
ing no on anything that doesn’t prop 
up the oil industry is just insensitive 
and callous and doesn’t recognize that 
this is a real problem that is affecting 
Americans in a significant way. 

Thank you, Mr. MURPHY. I would be 
happy to yield back to Mr. MURPHY. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. You 
know, before I was joined by my illus-
trious colleagues here this evening, one 
of actually our more helpful colleagues 
on the other side was talking about 
words are one thing and actions are an-
other. Words are one thing and votes 
are something else. 
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, you are 

pointing out when this comes down to 
it, when we had the chance to gather 
together and link arms and be one as 
Republicans and Democrats, our 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
didn’t join us. There have been plenty 
of opportunities for that to happen, for 
us, as Mr. RYAN says, to do what our 
constituents want and put politics 
aside. 

As I said at the outset, the pumps 
don’t care if you are a Republican or a 
Democrat. The pumps don’t care if you 
voted for CHRIS MURPHY or not. They 
are going to charge you the same thing 
one way or another. 

I think Mr. ALTMIRE is right. Maybe 
they have the best intentions at heart. 
But it is a pretty simplistic solution to 
a pretty complex problem: Drill more, 
drill more. Again, you are just feeding 
the beast. You are continuing to per-
petuate a monopoly on energy that of-
fers no real competition. 

What you need is not competition be-
tween Exxon and Mobil. You need com-
petition between oil and electric, be-
tween biodiesel and gasoline. That is 
what you need competition among. 
That is how you are going to solve this 
thing in the end. 

But so long as the solution to high 
oil prices is just more oil and nothing 
else, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
RYAN, you are not getting anywhere. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think it is im-
portant, the American people are onto 
this. They have been dealing with this 
problem now for like 35 years. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Pretty 
much our whole lives. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Before we were 
even born. But they have been dealing 
with this issue of oil and gas and the 
Middle East and dictators and how do 
we do this and prop up this one and try 
to figure it out. 

In this whole scheme, I was watching 
a thing on Darfur last night. The only 
reason we couldn’t get things done in 
Darfur is because China has oil in 
Sudan and we couldn’t go in there be-
cause they were blocking things at the 
UN. Oil has become a major, major geo-
political and domestic problem in the 
United States of America. It has come 
to a head, and it is NANCY PELOSI and 
HARRY REID and the Democrats who 
are trying to move us off the dime and 
say long-term alternative energy is the 
investment. If we drilled in ANWR 
today, in 20 years you would save 1.8 
pennies per gallon of gas. We can’t drill 
our way out of this thing. 

So if we don’t start getting innova-
tive and having a NASA-shoot-the- 
moon project for alternative energy, 
we are going to be in the same spot a 
decade from now, two decades from 
now. Our constituents did not elect us 
to come down here and play politics 
with this. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
RYAN, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
ALTMIRE, I thank the Speaker again for 
allowing the 30-Something Working 
Group to come down to the floor again 

and share with our colleagues the 
‘‘New Direction’’ mentality that we 
continue to preach, talk about, and 
vote for here on the floor of the House 
of Representatives. 

f 

b 2230 

DEVELOP ENERGY IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HARE). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 18, 2007, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for half the time before midnight. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate greatly the privilege to ad-
dress you tonight on floor of the 
United States Congress, and as I listen 
to my colleagues talk about the energy 
situation that we have here in Amer-
ica, it’s quite interesting to me that 
my colleagues would say well, we can’t 
drill in ANWR because in 10 years we 
are going to still have some other en-
ergy issue. 

Are they looking for the silver bullet, 
I wonder? Do they insist that we can’t 
do anything with regard to energy? We 
can sit here and deal with $4 gas? Un-
less we can fix $4 gas and make it $1 
gas, we shouldn’t do anything? I won-
der what is the problem with the real-
istic approach to this that seems to be 
a barrier for my colleagues from the 
other side of the aisle? 

We know this, that there is a little 
over 10 billion barrels of oil in U.S. re-
serves, and we know that the United 
States Department of Energy produced 
a number about three days ago that 
showed there is about 10.4 billion bar-
rels of oil in ANWR. If we open up 
ANWR, we will essentially and vir-
tually double the oil reserve supplies 
for the United States of America if we 
tap into ANWR. 

Now, what kind of thinking person 
would say I would rather pay $4 for gas, 
or $5 for gas, or $6 or more dollars for 
gas before I would tap into 10.4 billion 
barrels of oil in a neighborhood up 
there that I would remind you, and I 
would remind the body, that in 1970, we 
were scheduled to go up to Alaska and 
drill for oil in the North Slope. I re-
member that very clearly, 1970. 

The idea was, we will build a pipeline 
from the North Slope, Mile Post Zero 
up there at Dead Horse access on the 
Arctic Ocean, and that pipeline will 
run from there all the way down there 
through the Port of Valdez in Alaska 
where they will then tanker that oil 
down to refineries along the coast of 
California and other points. That was 
1970. 

The same philosophical environ-
mentalists that are blocking drilling in 
ANWR today, the ones that took the 
floor just a few moments ago that 
said—where we shared—we dare not 
drill in ANWR because it’s not going to 
solve all our problems are the ones 
that brought the lawsuit that brought 
the drilling that blocked the North 
Slope of Alaska in 1970. 

In those days, there was a long and 
intense court battle that finally got 
the environmental extremists out of 
the way. In 1972, they said, all right, 
there isn’t any logical or rational or 
legal reason why you can’t drill the 
North Slope of Alaska. 

So we went up and we started to 
punch holes in the North Slope of Alas-
ka in 1972. In 1972 we started building a 
pipeline from the Arctic Ocean all the 
way down to the Port of Valdez. I don’t 
actually know how far that is, but I 
know that there was a right-of-way for 
alongside the pipeline that went from 
Fairbanks 600 miles north. It’s more 
miles than that from Dead Horse ac-
cess on the Arctic Ocean on down to 
the Port of Valdez. 

Even though the environmentalists 
in court blocked drilling in ANWR for 
that period of time for 2 years, even 
though we look back on that—well 
first, at the time, I thought how can 
the environmentalists be so effective 
as to shut down access to the American 
energy supply for two full years with-
out a logical, rational or legal argu-
ment? 

Well they did so, and now I look back 
on that, and I think how in the world 
did we resolve issue in two short years 
by going to court between 1970 and will 
1972 to clear the environmental ex-
tremists out of the way and go in and 
drill in ANWR where all these extrem-
ists ideas were that if we punch our 
drill in the North Slope, if we punch 
holes in the North Slope, there will be 
oil flooding all over the permafrost, 
the tundra will be destroyed. They will 
be driving bulldozers through the tun-
dra, and you can never put that envi-
ronment back again. 

It’s a careful balance that Mother 
Nature has, and the caribou will all 
drown in crude oil. There won’t be any 
wolves left, and it will just be a ter-
rible economic or terrible environ-
mental catastrophe. That was what 
they predicted in 1970. 

In 1972 we started building the pipe-
line and building the right-of-way and 
drilling the wells on the North Slope of 
Alaska, identical in the environmental 
component that’s there, to ANWR 
today. In 3 years we built the pipeline, 
we built the right-of-way road along 
the pipeline. We punched the wells in. 
We got the wells up and got them run-
ning. We hooked them in and began to 
transfer that crude oil down through 
that long pipeline down to Valdez and 
into other parts of the United States 
where it was refined. That got accom-
plished in 3 years. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, the very peo-
ple that sit over on this side of the 
aisle tonight that have blocked the 
drilling on the North Slope back 30- 
some years ago, and are blocking the 
drilling in ANWR today say, well, gee 
in 10 years, we still will have a problem 
with enough oil for the United States 
of America, and you will not solve this 
problem, the whole problem. You will 
not solve it in perpetuity so, therefore, 
you ought not do anything in Alaska to 
fix it. 
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What kind of a Nation would be fool-

ish enough to set aside half of its crude 
oil reserves when gas is 4 bucks be-
cause of some myopic idea that you 
should not punch a hole down through 
the permafrost when you have proven 
38 years ago—I should actually say 36 
years ago—that we could drill wells 
through the permafrost, we could drill 
them on the North Slope of Alaska. 

We could transfer that oil out of 
there into the terminal, start it in at 
Mile Post Zero in the Alaska pipeline, 
that 51-inch diameter line that runs 
from there on down to Valdez and 
pump all that crude oil, and we have 
done since 1972, 36 years. 

If there was an environmental prob-
lem, I guarantee you that people on 
this side of the aisle lament anything 
that will lower the price of energy, 
would have told us that somebody 
spilled a gallon of crude oil someplace 
up there near the Arctic Circle. But 
have we heard them say anything 
about a single gallon? No, we have not. 

I know it does happen. Occasionally, 
there will be a leak in the pipeline, a 
little rust hole, leak or something. 
They will go in and swab up the oil off 
the ice, weld the hole shut, patch the 
pipeline in and everything goes on. 

But if there was a serious environ-
mental problem, these would be the 
first people that would let us know. I 
am telling you, they don’t have an ar-
gument. If you have one, stand up. I 
will recognize you. But, of course you 
won’t, because you don’t have an argu-
ment. 

But you say to the American people, 
it’s people like LOUIE GOHMERT that 
wants to see $4 gas—no—LOUIE wants 
to punch a hole down there and suck 
this oil up out of the ground and lower 
the price of energy. 

I would be real proud to recognize 
Mr. LOUIE GOHMERT for as much time 
as he would consume. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I thank my friend 
from Iowa for yielding. 

Of course, Iowa is going through 
some tough times right now and our 
hearts and prayers go out to the folks 
there. 

Energy is a huge problem around the 
country. My friend from Iowa was talk-
ing about the production of oil in Alas-
ka, and it’s amazing, but so many peo-
ple were saying back in the days when 
there was talk of building a pipeline up 
to Prudhoe Bay, that if that pipeline is 
built, it will destroy completely the 
last 2,700 head of caribou that exist in 
the area, that they just would not be 
able to exist in that area any longer. 

Well, the pipeline got built, and, as it 
turns out, those 2,700 head of caribou 
found that when the oil, warm, comes 
out of the ground and goes through the 
pipeline, the pipeline is warm. 

We have subsequently found that 
now, when the caribou want to go on a 
date with each other, they will invite 
each other to come to the pipeline. Ap-
parently the pipeline actually makes 
them a little bit amorous. Now, all 
these years later, we are up to 30,000 
head of caribou. 

Now, I grew up in Texas, and we used 
to hear, a few decades ago, that, my 
goodness, if they start building these 
deep-water rigs off the coast of Texas, 
it will destroy fishing in the Gulf of 
Mexico from now on. That’s what we 
heard. 

Now, if you want to go fishing, deep- 
water fishing in the gulf, your best bet 
is to go out to one of those drilling 
rigs, the platforms, because they have 
acted as an artificial reef. We have got 
all this additional fish and aqua par-
ticular life around those platforms. It’s 
just further evidence that man and ani-
mal, fish, the environment, can work 
together to each other’s good. 

Now, I know the rules are you are not 
allowed to recognize people in the gal-
lery, and I won’t do that, but I can tell 
you that the students in Henderson 
Middle School know that people and oil 
and gas drilling rigs can actually sur-
vive together. 

People in Nacogdoches, people like 
the Reynolds family, they know. You 
can survive in areas where there are 
drilling rigs. Not only that, you can 
proliferate and do well. So in my dis-
trict there in east Texas, as someone 
said here yesterday from east Texas, 
we kept the military afloat in gasoline 
in World War II from east Texas, the 
east Texas oil and gas field. 

Many don’t realize the Germans po-
tentially could have driven us to the 
sea if they had not run out of gasoline 
during the Battle of the Bulge, but 
they did run out. That is something 
that we have got to constantly keep a 
weather eye on, and I am proud to rep-
resent a district that understands the 
seriousness of having the energy we 
need and that $4 a gallon gasoline 
headed to $5 a gallon gasoline is a trav-
esty for people. 

I have got hardworking union people 
in east Texas. I have got hardworking 
folks in all kinds of jobs who are strug-
gling to get by. This Congress, for the 
last 18 months, has done nothing to 
help produce more of our own energy. 

I am so grateful to have a friend like 
my friend, Mr. KING, from Iowa, who 
understands that. I am proud to rep-
resent people like the students from 
Henderson Middle School who under-
stand these concepts and understand 
we can work together for the greater 
good of mankind of the United States 
of America, of aquatic life, plant life, 
and all be better for it. 

I appreciate my friend from Iowa 
yielding, and I appreciate the effort 
you are making to educate America on 
exactly what we can do to help our-
selves if the majority party in this 
Congress will allow us to help our-
selves. 

With that, I yield back to my friend, 
Mr. KING. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas, and I appreciate 
his perspective. 

I will point out that there are three 
branches of government, there is the 
executive, the legislative and the judi-
cial branch of government. 

I really only know of one person in 
the history of this country that has 
felt a compulsion to legislate, found 
himself on the bench as a judge, and 
decided that the constitutionally ap-
propriate thing to do was to walk away 
from that judgeship and run for the 
United States Congress and come here 
to legislate. That’s Congressman LOUIE 
GOHMERT from east Texas. 

I am proud to call him a friend and 
serve on the Judiciary Committee with 
him. I appreciate something that he 
brings to the table, a unique person-
ality that’s never been matched in the 
United States Congress and also the 
judgment of a judge that makes him a 
good listener and an analyst of the law 
and one who thinks deeply into the 
long-term ramifications of the deci-
sions that we make. I look often to the 
prudence of the gentleman from Texas, 
and I appreciate him coming to the 
floor and offering his remarks for the 
energy situation here in the United 
States. 

I said some year or 2 or 3 years ago 
that what is the solution for $2 gas? 
That’s $3 gas. What’s the solution for $3 
gas? That’s $4 gas. 

Well, we are truly here at $4 gas, and 
that sounded like an outrageous kind 
of a number to put out back at that 
time. The reason I said that was as gas 
gets higher, we are willing to do more 
things to provide energy for the people 
in this country. 

But when I sit here, and I think of 
the votes we have put up here on this 
floor, and I think of the decisions that 
have been made—and about 3 years 
ago, there was a bill on floor of the 
House of Representatives that said 
let’s drill ANWR. I can remember there 
was a letter that was produced by Re-
publicans that had 10 or 12 signatures 
on it that said we will join with all the 
Democrats, and we are going to block 
all drilling in ANWR. 

We are not going to let that happen 
because of some idea about when the 
North Slope was opened up for drilling, 
there was some kind of an implicit 
promise that we wouldn’t tap into the 
rest of the oil up there in that part of 
the world. That doesn’t make any 
sense to me, I cannot rationalize that. 

But I remember that letter that had 
10 or 12 signatures on it, and the 10 or 
12 Republicans that said ‘‘no’’ was 
enough to join with all the Democrats 
that said ‘‘no.’’ Had we done that, we 
would have more than a million barrels 
of oil a day coming down here into the 
United States to be poured into this 
marketplace, which would make a sig-
nificant difference in the cost of energy 
in the United States of America. 

b 2245 
But the 10 or 12 Republicans that 

were on the wrong side joined with all 
of the Democrats on the wrong side, 
and we didn’t drill ANWR. And the ra-
tionale was pretty weak. I have had 
people say you want to tap into 2,000 
acres in ANWR, what does that mean. 

Well, there are 19.6 million acres in 
ANWR. And 2,000 acres out of that 
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would be the equivalent of a little post-
age stamp stuck in the corner of a foot-
ball field. That is 2,000 acres in 19.6 mil-
lion acres of ANWR. 

And so if that is the part that is 
going to be a footprint to develop half 
of the oil reserves in the United States 
of America, and they are asking me 
this question, how much is an acre, Mr. 
KING? So I say well, it is 208 feet by 208 
feet, that is 43,580 square feet. That is, 
let me see, oh, about a football field. 
So it is about 2,000 football fields on 
19.6 million acres. That is the equiva-
lent of a postage stamp in the corner of 
a football field. That is all it is. 

On top of that, we get access to these 
oil fields by ice roads on top of the fro-
zen tundra, and then sinking wells on a 
work-over pad by which we do direc-
tional drilling. We pull a lot of that oil 
out into one single collection, and col-
lect it in the collection tubes that go 
into the terminal at milepost zero, 
Dead Horse Access. That is what it is 
all about. 

Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, if you 
flew over that at 5,000 feet, a football 
field, you are looking for a postage 
stamp that is the same color as the 
grass, could you see that from 5,000 
feet? Could you see that postage stamp 
from a thousand feet or 500 feet? Could 
you see it if you walked around on the 
football field looking for that postage 
stamp? I will submit not. 

I will submit further that I can take 
the most extreme environmentalist on 
this side of the aisle, and I could put 
him in a Black Hawk helicopter and fly 
him around the North Slope today 
where we have developed oil fields, and 
I could ask them, tell me when we are 
over the oil field. Tell me what you see 
that violates your sense of intrusion 
upon this pristine environment that 
nobody goes to see. I challenge that 
not one of you environmentalists could 
point down out of the window of that 
Black Hawk and say, There is an oil 
well, there is a oil rig, there is a oil 
field. Oh, it violates my sense of what 
Mother Nature is all about. Not one, 
Mr. Speaker, because when you look 
over the oil fields of the North Slope, 
there is not a single derrick down 
there. Not one structure sticking up in 
the air 230 or 240 feet that is set to drill 
for oil. 

There is not, as I could find, not a 
single pump jack pumping that oil out 
of the ground looking like an oil field, 
which doesn’t offend my sensibilities, 
by the way, but maybe offends some of 
you over there. And let me know why 
that is the case, and I will yield to you. 
But no, you don’t see any of that. And 
the reason why is because the wells are 
underground. The wells are drilled. 
They don’t have pump jacks sitting 
above the ground, they have submers-
ible pumps way down in the casing at 
the level of the oil. 

The collector tubes don’t even show 
where they are, and I don’t know if 
they lay on the ground or if they are 
slightly subterranean, but they collect 
the oil that goes into the tanks at the 

terminal at Dead Horse Access, mile-
post zero, on the Alaska pipeline. And 
there it gathers it together and it 
sends it down that 51-inch pipeline 
down to the Port Valdez. 

Now I cannot understand why a peo-
ple that is dependent upon energy, a 
people whose economy is run by en-
ergy, a people who sit on billions of 
barrels of oil, would somehow draw 
some kind of a moral position that 
even though no one goes up to the 
North Slope, and if they went up there 
they wouldn’t know what they are 
looking at, and if they saw it they 
wouldn’t be offended by it, and it would 
be environmentally friendly, all of 
those things, but somehow we have 
some kind of a Mother Nature religious 
aversion into tapping into American 
energy. Why is that, Mr. Speaker? 

When the 110th Congress convened, I 
did not know, I really thought there 
was a sense of conscious and goodwill 
and a way that we could move forward 
with the American economy and the 
American people. I could not at that 
time have believed that the core of the 
Democrat Caucus in this Congress sin-
cerely believed that energy costs 
should go up no matter what it takes, 
shut down the drilling in ANWR, shut 
down the drilling in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, don’t let any drilling hap-
pen in the non-national park public 
lands in America, don’t do any of that 
because by blocking all of that, we are 
blocking the delivery of energy to the 
economy of this dynamic, robust free 
country that we have. Why? What ra-
tionale, can there be. 

Well, first of all they hate cap-
italism. They don’t want to see pros-
perity, and they want to see energy 
cost more. I am convinced that this 
regal Pelosi Congress wants to see en-
ergy cost more. 

What is it that the regal Pelosi Con-
gress likes better than $2 gas, $3 gas. 
What do they like better than $3 gas, $4 
gas. You’ve got it. You should be 
happier now, and I know you will 
happier yet when it is $5 gas. This is 
the drill-nothing Congress. This is the 
develop no energy Congress. This is a 
drive the energy prices up Congress. 
This is the Congress that is punishing 
the American economy. They know 
that an economy requires energy, and 
the more expensive it is the less eco-
nomic activity that we will have and 
the more it will slow down. When it 
slows down, we will burn less energy. 
When we burn less energy, there will be 
less greenhouse gases that go into the 
atmosphere. 

And then, and this requires an article 
of faith, the leap is if we assume less 
energy, there will be less greenhouse 
gases and then there will be less global 
warming. 

Now there are two reasons why that 
is a bad idea. First of all, 95 percent of 
the greenhouse gases are created by na-
ture. The other part is the 5 percent of 
the greenhouse gases that are created 
by man cannot be 100 percent con-
trolled by man. Reasons for that are 

the Chinese and the Indian economies 
are growing. They are going to burn 
more coal and release more carbon di-
oxide into the atmosphere and they are 
going to create more greenhouse gases, 
and they don’t care. They don’t care 
because their people are hungry and 
they need economic development. They 
are not dying because the planet is 1 
degree too hot, they are dying because 
the planet is short of calories and pro-
tein for them that keeps them alive, 
and it is short of health care. So they 
know what their priorities are. 

Here we are running this myopic 
agenda that we are going to make en-
ergy more expensive and we are going 
to see $5 gasoline and $6 gas, and people 
will park their cars and grandmothers 
in Iowa are going to ride their bicycles 
10 miles to town through a blizzard. I 
mean, they are not going to do that. 
We know they are not. But the people 
in San Francisco and New York and 
Boston don’t know that. But I’m here 
to tell you all, that’s the case. They 
are not going to park their cars and 
ride their bicycles to town in January 
in Iowa. It is not going to save the 
planet. It will keep grandmother home. 
She will not be living this life to the 
fullest that she could. Millions of 
Americans will not be living this life to 
the fullest that they could. 

And when you bring your myopic, 
Goddess of Gaia faith-based approach, 
and I mean this from a nature environ-
mentalist extremist perspective to this 
economy, you drive up the cost of en-
ergy and you slow down the activity of 
our economy and impoverish the people 
of America and you think you are 
going to save the planet and it is all 
worth it. 

Here is what it is. It is not worth it 
in the first place. And the second place 
is you are not going to save the planet. 
And you are not going to do that be-
cause the science doesn’t support you 
in that. And if it did support you in the 
idea that if we shut down America’s 
emissions of greenhouse gases, we don’t 
affect the Indian and the Chinese and 
the other growing economies’ emis-
sions of greenhouse gases, and so we 
are here in the United States shouting 
out into a thunderstorm trying to 
solve a problem. 

It won’t work, it can’t work, it is not 
rational. There is no scientific base 
that upholds it. And on top of that, 
there is not the sociology that says 
human nature will support the kind of 
approach that you bring to this. Drive 
up the cost of energy and slow the 
emissions of greenhouse gases, and if 
you do that, the planet will what, is it 
going to cool? No, it isn’t going to cool. 
It might not increase in its tempera-
ture quite so much, but we can’t prove 
it and we don’t have a model that says 
so. In fact, our models say we can only 
affect 5 percent of the greenhouse gases 
if all humanity joins together, and we 
are a small percentage of the emissions 
of the entire planet. And even if we 
controlled them all, the Indians and 
Chinese are going to increase their 
emissions of CO2 and greenhouse gases. 
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So why go through this exercise to 

unilaterally disarm the economy of the 
United States so we can’t compete 
around the globe economically with 
free trade, militarily, culturally, and 
politically. What is it about America 
that you don’t like over on this side of 
the aisle? Why is it the blame-Amer-
ica-first crowd is carrying the agenda 
in this United States Congress? 

Why is it that the constituents of 
Iowa and Nebraska and Kansas and all 
of the way out to the left coast and all 
of the way to the right coast, why are 
they paying $4 for gas with this driven- 
up price of energy, and why have you 
blocked the drilling in our non-na-
tional park public lands, and why have 
you blocked the drilling on the Outer 
Continental Shelf where we know there 
are 406 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
out there, coupled with the oil that 
naturally goes with it that we can’t tap 
into to drive down the cost of fertilizer, 
to drive down the cost of energy, to 
lower the cost of BTUs, to add to the 
overall supply of energy in the United 
States of America? Why can’t we do 
that? 

It is because you have a religious be-
lief and it is kind of like the laws of 
your nature and the laws of your God 
say that we should cut down on green-
house gases because of this belief that, 
and say religious belief, and I have 
strong religious beliefs. But sometimes 
that religious belief is defined as some-
thing that you say you believe in that 
you have no scientific basis for. 

If you believe in this global warming 
God, and you cannot stand up and de-
fend a scientific basis for a belief in a 
global warming God, then it is a reli-
gious belief. It is a religious belief that 
is unfounded. It is one that is un-
founded on science and one that can’t 
be proven. 

We have watched this planet. Yes, it 
is a little warmer than it was 20 years 
ago. But if you look at the data, it 
might be cooler than it was 2 years 
ago. We had a long winter, we had a 
late spring. Most of my constituents 
thought global warming would be a 
good thing. 

And by the way, the beginnings of 
this global warming debate began here 
in Washington in August years ago 
when not many of the office buildings 
and the ones they had the hearings in 
were not air conditioned and we had a 
Ph.D. come out here from Iowa who 
testified that global warming was an 
impending disaster, and the Members 
of Congress were sitting in a hearing 
room with temperatures approaching 
100 degrees and humidity approaching 
100 degrees, and as the sweat dripped 
off them, it was not hard to convince 
them global warming was a problem. 
We have one of those scientists who ad-
vocated it was an impending ice age in 
1970. 

He cited his scientific ability to pre-
dict to us that we should figure out a 
way to gird our loins and get ready for 
the next ice age. That was 1970. So 
some of us girded our loins, and some 

of us just went to work, and we went 
on and realized that God runs this 
planet, not man. In his time he will let 
us know and we will do what we need 
to adapt. And in 1970 the impending ice 
age didn’t come. The idea that it was 
going to be here went. 

And so here we are in 2008. And guess 
what, Mr. Speaker, that scientist that 
was a part of the Time magazine pre-
diction that we had an impending ice 
age is today a scientist that says you 
can’t avoid it, we have an impending 
global warming period of time, and it is 
going to happen and here is what you 
need to do, shut down your economy 
and greenhouse gas emissions, don’t 
produce energy, and somehow or an-
other we will help avoid, dodge this 
bullet which is the idea that the Earth 
could be a couple of degrees warmer. 
Some of the ice could melt and the sea 
level could go up a couple of a tenths of 
a foot or so. 

Mr. Speaker, when I asked the USGS 
people what is sea level, well, they 
have an elevation that they pegged by 
satellite, but they couldn’t really peg 
sea level because it goes up and down. 
It is awful hard to catch. The tides go 
in and out. Wind stacks water. And if 
you go to New Orleans, and I asked 
them what is going up and what is 
going down here, and what is settling 
and what is swelling up, they don’t 
know. They don’t know what the ele-
vations are in New Orleans, Mr. Speak-
er, and yet we have scientists telling us 
that sea level is going to rise by a cer-
tain amount and that is going to start 
to swamp the coast land areas, but we 
don’t know what sea level is. 

So we do have an energy situation in 
America, and the energy situation is 
this: $4 gas; $4 gas. And the people in 
my district are buying gas. And they 
are paying the price, and they are pay-
ing 18.4 cents a gallon Federal, and 
they are paying more than that for 
State gas tax. They look and they ex-
pect that all of that money is going to 
go to road construction and road main-
tenance to make sure that they have a 
good transportation route. That’s why 
they pay that gas tax. 

So you are at 42-point-something 
cents a gallon in my State, but I can 
tell you for sure 18.4 cents of that is 
Federal gas tax dollars, my constitu-
ents believe, Mr. Speaker, that we are 
converting all of those dollars in that 
gas tax into road construction and road 
maintenance, making sure that they 
have a good transportation route. 

b 2300 

Users fees, drive on the road, pay the 
tax. All right. We’re good with that. 
We’re user people, and we like user 
fees, and we know it takes money to 
run the government. There’s nothing 
more appropriate than a user fee, a per 
gallon gas tax. 

The problem, Mr. Speaker, is that 
most of the money that my constitu-
ents, and, in fact, all constituents in 
America, the Americans that buy the 
gas and pay the gas tax, most of the 

money that they spend does not go to-
wards road construction or road main-
tenance. No, Mr. Speaker, it gets di-
verted off on these other things, like, 
for example, 3 percent of that 18.4 cents 
goes to trails, to build bike trails. So 
apparently we don’t have bicycles 
riding down the highway. 

Now I kind of like it that the bikes 
are out there riding doing their thing. 
But I’m not so sure that’s that a good 
idea to tax the people that drive cars 
so the folks that ride bikes have a 
place to ride them. 

Second thing is, it takes 28 percent of 
that 18.4 cents of gas tax, 28 percent to 
meet the environmental and the ar-
chaeological requirements in order to 
build new roads and maintain the ones 
we have: 28 percent. 

And, Mr. Speaker, it takes another 17 
percent to subsidize the mass transit in 
the United States. And so, right there, 
Mr. Speaker, is the answer to the ques-
tion that I’ve asked many times, and 
that is, how is it that the constituents 
of Speaker PELOSI, of the chairman of 
the Ways and Means Committee, CHAR-
LIE RANGEL, of the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, Mr. BARNEY FRANK, 
how is it that their constituents let 
them off the hook? Aren’t they angry 
that they’re driving up the cost of gas? 
Don’t they get mad when they have to 
pay $4 for gas? 

How is it that somebody in San Fran-
cisco or New York or Boston or Wash-
ington, DC, for that matter, can have 
the patience to spend $4 for gas and not 
hold their Congressman or their Con-
gresswoman accountable if they’re the 
ones that are pushing up the price? 

Well, now, here’s a piece of the an-
swer, Mr. Speaker, and that’s this. Of 
the 18.4 cents of Federal gas tax dol-
lars, 17 percent of that goes into mass 
transit funding. Seventeen percent. 
That means that if you pull into the 
gas station in Iowa, and you squeeze 
the nozzle and you pump a gallon of 
gas into your car, and that’s all you 
can afford, you only have 4 bucks. 
You’re going to pay 18.4 cents in tax for 
Federal, 20 some percent State. Of the 
18.4 cents in gas tax that you pay, 17 
percent of that money goes to fund the 
mass transit. 

So, if you’re riding the cable car in 
San Francisco, you get a cheap ticket 
because it’s funded by the folks in my 
district and across America that are 
buying gas. 

And if you jump on the El in Chicago 
you get a cheap ticket because it’s 
funded by the folks in my district and 
across America that are buying gas. 

If you jump on the subway in CHAR-
LIE RANGEL’s district in New York and 
you ride it, you get a cheap ticket be-
cause that’s subsidized by the people 
all across America that are buying gas. 

And if you go into BARNEY FRANK’s 
district and you jump on, I don’t know 
what they call it, the subway, the Big 
Dig, the major multibillion-dollar 
boondoggle and you buy a ticket to 
ride along on that thing, you get a 
cheap ticket because it’s subsidized by 
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the folks all across America that are 
paying 4 bucks for gas. 

And, Mr. Speaker, if you go out here 
outside this Capitol building and you 
walk a little block over and a block 
down and you get into the Metro on 
South Capitol, and you ride over to 
Falls Church, Virginia, that’s going to 
cost you about a buck and a quarter, 
and that buck and a quarter is a cheap 
ticket that’s subsidized by all the folks 
across America that are paying 4 bucks 
for gas. 

The constituents of those Members of 
Congress that are driving up the cost of 
energy, the regal Speaker PELOSI, the 
Chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, Mr. RANGEL, the Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, Mr. FRANK, all 
of them, their constituents are riding 
to work, going into town, riding 
around on mass transit that is 17 per-
cent of the Federal gas tax dollar, 
that’s subsidized by the people that are 
buying gas. 

Why aren’t they angry? They don’t 
care, Mr. Speaker. They don’t care be-
cause they got a buck and a quarter 
from South Capitol to Falls Church. 
They’ve got a cheap ticket, a cheap 
ticket that’s subsidized by the people 
that are paying for expensive gas. And 
that’s why they’re not feeling the pres-
sure. 

But I can tell you, even though my 
constituents are utterly polite and re-
spectful about all this, I can feel the 
pressure because I’m one of them. It 
cost me $41.42 to fill up my tank the 
other day at $3.85 a gallon. 

So here, Mr. Speaker, is the solution. 
This, Mr. Speaker, is the energy pie 
chart. Now, this might seem like it’s 
very simple, and actually it is, al-
though, to approach this concept seems 
to be a little complicated. 

Energy production in the United 
States of America, for 2007, well, I’ll 
take the position, Mr. Speaker, that 
it’s about all the energy. It’s all inter-
related, whether it’s nuclear or hydro-
electric, geothermal, biomass, motor 
gasoline, diesel, other petroleum, nat-
ural gas, coal, whatever it might be, if 
all of the energy in the United States 
is interrelated, and if you raise the 
cost of one form of energy, it’s going to 
affect the cost of the other kinds of en-
ergy. And consequently, and cor-
respondingly, if you drive the price 
down of one kind of energy, you’ll 
lower the price of all kinds of energy 
because it’s all interrelated. 

So I’ve taken the trouble to build 
this chart. And I can’t tell you how dif-
ficult it actually was. It should have 
been a simple no-brainer. It’s not. But 
here’s the energy pie chart. We pro-
duced 72.1 quadrillion Btus of energy in 
the United States last year. That’s 72 
followed by, I think, 15 zeros. Three, 
six, 9, 12, 15. 72 quadrillion Btus. It’s 
more important, I think, to think of it 
in terms of the proportionality of it. 

This is all the energy that we pro-
duced in America. Now, the percent-
ages are on here. 27 percent was nat-
ural gas, 321⁄2 percent was coal, nuclear 

was almost 12 percent, hydroelectric 
3.4, other versions, geothermal, wind, 
solar, fuel ethanol is a little smaller, a 
lot smaller than you would think. It’s 
three-quarters of a percent of the over-
all production in America. Biodiesel, 
one one-hundredth of a percent. Bio-
mass, 4 percent. That could be the peo-
ple burning wood and the methane, et 
cetera, that comes out of there. Gas 
was only 8.29 percent of our overall 
production. 

The list goes on. You can see it here, 
Mr. Speaker. Now, that’s energy pro-
duction. 

What I’ve done is, Mr. Speaker, taken 
this pie chart of the energy pie, I’ll call 
it, and I cut this out so that I could put 
it on top of the energy production, or 
the energy consumption in America, so 
you can see how this works in just a 
moment. 

All right. This, Mr. Speaker, is the 
energy consumption chart in America. 
And the outside circle, and I’ll kind of 
line them up here a little bit; the out-
side circle is the energy that we con-
sumed. Actually, I think I might be 
able to do it this way. 

This is all, Mr. Speaker, the energy 
that we consumed in America last 
year. Energy consumption, United 
States, 2007, 101.4 quadrillion Btus. 
Number down here, 101, comma and the 
equivalent of 15 zeros out. 

Now, we’re dealing with 72 quadril-
lion there, 101 there. So let’s just 
think, Mr. Speaker, in terms of we pro-
duced 72 percent of the energy that we 
consumed in 2007. And this is a picture 
of the consumption, this round spot 
here is a picture of the production. 
This circle is smaller than this circle. 
That’s kind of like Energy 101, prob-
ably the first time that that idea has 
arrived on the floor the Congress, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And so you look at the percentages of 
the overall consumption, and you see 
natural gas is 23 percent, and we 
produce 271⁄2 percent of all the natural 
gas that we consume, but it’s 23 per-
cent of the overall Btu picture here. 

Coal, 22 percent, nuclear, 8.29 per-
cent, hydroelectric, 2.4, smaller pieces 
of energy here, including ethanol, bio-
diesel, wind, .31 percent. Not very 
much. We’re working on this. 

By the way, I do represent the num-
ber 1 renewable energy producing con-
gressional district in America, and so 
we’re not without knowledge on this 
subject matter. 

Gas, 17.44 percent of the overall Btu 
consumption in America. And here in 
the red we have the diesel fuel and 
heating oil at 8.84 percent, kerosene jet 
fuel here, 3.3 percent and other kinds of 
petroleum, asphalt and that kind of 
thing, almost 10 percent. 

So, what do we need to do, Mr. 
Speaker? 

Well, here’s a way to approach this 
thing from my view. The small circle is 
energy production. The big circle is en-
ergy consumption. And so you don’t 
have to be a Harvard M.B.A. or, let me 
say, a rocket surgeon, to be able to cal-

culate this, Mr. Speaker. The inside 
circle, which is energy production, 
needs to grow to the size of the outside 
circle, which is energy consumption. 

Yes, we could maybe add another 
piece to this energy production pie 
called energy conservation that will 
help us grow the size of this inner cir-
cle to get it to be the size of the outer 
circle. But however we do this, we’re 
producing about a little more than 72 
percent of the energy that we’re con-
suming. And so we can stand here on 
the floor of Congress, until all Hades 
freezes over and talk about this piece 
of energy and that piece of energy, and 
somebody’s wrong because they want 
to drill ANWR and somebody else is 
wrong because they don’t want to drill 
the Outer Continental Shelf; somebody 
else is wrong because they think eth-
anol is a good idea, or biodiesel’s a 
good idea, or they could even make the 
ridiculous argument that somebody’s 
wrong because they think that we 
ought to dramatically expand our nu-
clear. 

And, Mr. Speaker, we should dra-
matically expand our nuclear produc-
tion of electricity. That is the single 
most effective thing we can do, cut 
down on the emissions of greenhouse 
gases, and replace the consumption of 
other energies and allow those other 
energies to be used for other purposes. 
We can produce a lot of energy with 
nuclear. 

But in the end, it’s this. I’ll go right 
around the circle. Natural gas, drill the 
Outer Continental Shelf, drill the non 
national park public lands, open up the 
natural gas production in America, the 
place where we have enough natural 
gas to heat every home in America for 
the next 150 years. Get the slice of the 
pie in production as big as the slice of 
the pie in consumption on natural gas. 

We go over here to coal. Why in the 
world can’t we produce and burn more 
coal to add to the overall size of the en-
ergy pie? Yes, we can. And we should 
do that, and we should do that until 
it’s no longer cost effective as com-
peting against these other signs, other 
components of energy. 

Nuclear. I talked about the nuclear. 
Here’s the overall percentage of our en-
ergy production in nuclear, which hap-
pens to be 11.66 percent. But it needs to 
be a bigger piece of our energy con-
sumption, and we can broaden that 
out. 

You can see how these pieces of the 
pie come out to the edge of the circle 
and they get wider. We do that with 
ethanol, we do it with biodiesel, we do 
it with wind, we do it with biomass. 

We can produce more gasoline, Mr. 
Speaker, and we can produce more die-
sel fuel and more jet fuel and we can 
produce more natural gas. There is no 
component in this energy pie that we 
cannot produce more of. And if we grow 
the size of the energy production pie to 
meet or exceed the size of the energy 
consumption pie, we have then solved 
the problem of energy dependence on 
Middle Eastern oil, on foreign energy. 
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Mr. Speaker, we can do this. We 

should do this. We must do this. And 
any idea that says that we should 
strike off of our list of options any 
component, and you will hear almost 
every source of energy vetoed and op-
posed by Members of the other side of 
the aisle. Some will stand up and say, 
no more nuclear. We will not do any 
more nuclear plants. 

Some will say, can’t drill in ANWR 
because 36, 38 years ago, somebody 
said, well, we’re not going to ever drill 
ANWR. That’s our deal. 

And somebody else will say we can’t 
drill the Outer Continental Shelf be-
cause people sit on the beach in Florida 
will figure out that there must be a 
drill rig out there 199 miles away. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you, I talked 
to three children in Lineville today. 
They’re down on the border with Mis-
souri and Iowa. 

b 2315 

And if they stand with their back to 
Missouri and they look north, it’s 200 
miles to the Minnesota border. And for 
them to say, I can’t have a drill rig up 
there on the Minnesota line because it 
offends my idea of sightseeing with my 
back to Missouri 200 miles from there 
is as ridiculous as the people on the 
beach in Florida saying you can’t have 
a drill rig 200 miles offshore. 

No, Mr. Speaker. There is a reason, 
and more like an excuse. And my fa-
ther taught me a little bit about that. 
He said there’s a difference between 
reasons and excuses. There are all 
kinds of excuses for not developing en-
ergy. I can’t find a single reason, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Unless you like $4 gas, unless you 
like $5 gas, and unless you like expen-
sive energy, expensive energy shuts 
down our economy. You shut down our 
economy, it uses less energy; if it uses 
less energy, it emits less greenhouse 
gas; if you emits less greenhouse gas, 
somehow or another in this 
fantasyland world where you’re out 
there in Pa-la-la-losi land, you’re going 
to save the planet if you shut down the 
economy is the only rationale that’s 
there. It’s weak and it’s unfounded, Mr. 
Speaker; and we’ve got to open this en-
ergy for the American people. 

And with that, I thank you for your 
indulgence. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

A NEW ENERGY POLICY FOR THE 
COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
ELLISON) until midnight. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
the freshmen, the Democrats of the 
Freshman Caucus are going to take the 
rest of this hour to talk about our 
economy. And it’s an excellent way to 
move forward, Mr. Speaker, because 
the prior speaker had some interesting 
things for us to chew on, and we will 

help the American people to see that 
under Republican control, the economy 
has not fared well, that they’re not 
good at running the economy, and the 
proof is out there for everybody. 

We’ll be able to show how, when 
Democrats are in charge, that we do 
have job growth, we do have strong 
economy, we do have an economy 
where we are reducing poverty. We 
have an economy where all Americans 
are doing better than they were doing 
before. 

I think it is obvious to everyone if 
you reflect only a few years ago in the 
late 1990s—I think it was a different 
President in office than the one we 
have now—that the economy was much 
better than it is today and that it is 
these policies that we’ve seen over the 
last 8 years where it was a Republican 
House, a Republican President, that 
have really led us to the difficult situa-
tion that American consumers and 
workers are seeing today. 

So we have a different vision. We 
have a vision that includes everybody. 
We have a vision that says that work-
ers should have the right to organize. 
We have a vision that says we should 
have a fair trade policy. We have a vi-
sion that says that we need investment 
in our public infrastructure. We have a 
vision that says that we need universal 
health care coverage for all people. We 
have a vision for an economy, Mr. 
Speaker, that says that everybody 
counts and everybody matters. 

And, you know, I really couldn’t be 
happier tonight because I’m joined by 
my good friend from Colorado, ED 
PERLMUTTER, not only a very excellent 
legislator but a really nice guy. 

ED, how you doing? 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Good evening. 

It’s good to be here with my friend 
from Minnesota, and we just were lis-
tening to the gentleman from Iowa, 
and he was talking about what’s the 
Democrat’s plan. 

Well, what is the Democrat’s plan for 
energy? Well, it’s just obvious what the 
Republican’s plan has been with two oil 
men in the White House. You can see 
exactly what has happened to the price 
of oil under the Bush administration. 
From $25 a barrel to $134.35. 

So when he is making comments or 
generally people are saying what is 
going on here, we can see with two oil 
men in the White House what the en-
ergy plan has been for this country, 
and that’s higher and higher and high-
er gas prices. 

Now, what we’ve got to do is we’ve 
got to take ourselves off of oil to a 
greater extent than we are right now. 
We have to relieve ourselves of this ad-
diction. And in the short run, we’re 
going to feel some pain, but in the long 
run, the liberation from being addicted 
to one commodity the way we are, 
which is oil, which is really having a 
ripple effect throughout the economy, 
will be fantastic. 

And so what we are doing as Demo-
crats is to provide other ways to save 
energy. A gallon saved is a gallon 

earned. A kilowatt saved is a kilowatt 
earned. And so what we want to do first 
is make sure that we’re efficient in 
how we use our energy so that there is 
a lower demand and we aren’t so 
hooked on petroleum and petroleum 
by-products. 

Second, we’ve got to find other com-
modities that compete with petroleum, 
whether it is cellulosic ethanol or bet-
ter ways to make electricity through 
renewable energy sources. As Demo-
crats, those are the kinds of things 
we’re doing. It’s time for us to get to 
the future and not continue to be 
hooked on oil like we have been for the 
last 30, 40, 50 years. 

Mr. ELLISON. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. I certainly will 
yield to my friend from Minnesota. 

Mr. ELLISON. Now, let me just ask 
you this question sir. You have studied 
this issue. I consider you one of the 
most learned persons on this issue in 
the Congress, and I just want to know, 
isn’t this proposal of just drilling in 
the Continental Shelf, drilling in 
ANWR, isn’t this kind of like trying to 
cure a disease by simply treating the 
symptoms of the disease? For example, 
if I were to have cancer, you could try 
to find a cure for my cancer, or you 
could simply try to alleviate the symp-
toms of the suffering that I am endur-
ing but not really get to the root of the 
matter. 

Is this kind of like—does that anal-
ogy work when it comes to just drilling 
for more oil and continuing to spoil our 
natural wilderness areas and to risk oil 
spills? Isn’t that sort of an analogous 
situation? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Well, if the gen-
tleman will yield. 

Mr. ELLISON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. It clearly is. 
This is the time for us to get healthy, 

and we can get healthy in many, many 
different ways. And it is going to be 
across the spectrum, whether it is 
making our buildings more efficient, 
our homes more efficient when it 
comes to energy consumption, our cars 
more efficient, come up with different 
fuels, different ways to power this 
country, we can do those things; and 
it’s just so obvious because it’s good 
for national security, it’s good for cli-
mate, and it is good for jobs. 

But let us go back to this thing about 
they want to drill in ANWR, they want 
to drill offshore, they want to drill a 
million places. 

Well, we know that right now, and 
I’ll put up a chart, that right now oil 
companies are not drilling 30.6 million 
acres that they have offshore and 30.5 
million acres that they have on shore. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, then, why are 
they crying about wanting to drill in 
ANWR and wanting to drill off the Con-
tinental Shelf when they have all of 
these places they can drill now? I 
mean, I know that there’s got to be a 
million Americans watching this 
broadcast who want to know that ques-
tion. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. I think the ques-

tion is to try to distract from the real 
answer which is the plan, the energy 
plan has been to raise gas prices, and 
the energy plan has not worked. It’s 
hurt Americans. And we have to come 
up with other ways so that we aren’t 
dependent upon one commodity like 
that because we’re dealing with eight 
or so countries in OPEC and five, or 
about five big oil companies. Very few 
countries and very few companies. And 
we need to have other ways to power 
this Nation, and we can do it. 

I mean, we have the ability to come 
up with better and more efficient cars. 
We have the ability to come up with 
more efficient homes and not in expen-
sive ways. We’re talking about chang-
ing out windows, putting in more insu-
lation. There are opportunities to add 
solar or wind so that we have renew-
able energy sources, and these are 
thousands and thousands and thou-
sands of jobs; and certainly in the con-
struction industry, those jobs are need-
ed today. So it is a win-win situation if 
we’re just going to have to do these 
things. 

But even in the short run, we know 
that oil companies have plenty of 
places to drill that they aren’t drilling 
today. So it’s a phony argument. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, the 
gentleman from Colorado makes an ex-
cellent point, Mr. PERLMUTTER. And 
what you’re describing is a slice of a 
Democratic vision for our country for a 
fair economy and a cleaner economy. 

I think it’s important when you men-
tion construction jobs and retrofits and 
things like that, what you’re talking 
about is the green economy, an econ-
omy that can include everybody, peo-
ple who can do relatively menial jobs 
and also the innovators. Up and down 
the educational scale. But it’s going to 
take training, it’s going to take oppor-
tunity, and it is going to take courage. 

You know, when Jonas Salk, who 
cured—came up with the polio vaccine, 
when he was—he could have spent his 
time making better braces for kids who 
had polio, right? But what did he do? 

What did he do, Mr. PERLMUTTER? 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. He came up with 

a vaccine so that they didn’t have the 
disease in the first place. 

Mr. ELLISON. So what we need is a 
vision for a green economy for now and 
in the future where we can increase the 
fuel efficiency of vehicles, where we 
can invest in transportation and tran-
sit, where we can move people and not 
just cars, where we can take some of 
our old windy buildings where right 
out of the roof the heat’s just going 
out, retrofit them for some green roofs. 

Are these the kinds of things that 
you have in mind, Mr. PERLMUTTER? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. And, Mr. 
ELLISON, you are right on the mark. 
This is about changing the direction of 
this Nation and not doing things the 
same old way that now is forcing us to 
see $4-a-gallon-priced gasoline. This is 

about changing the direction of this 
Nation, moving us into this century 
where we have many other ways to 
power this Nation. 

Now we just, all of us as a country, as 
Americans, we have to step forward 
and do this and knowing in the short 
run that we’re facing $4-a-gallon gaso-
line. Now, we’re going to take a look, 
as Members of Congress, why we’ve 
seen this dramatic spike to $4, wheth-
er—hopefully there’s not been manipu-
lation, there’s not been speculation 
that’s been improper. 

But even so, we need to come up with 
other ways to power this country, and 
we can do that whether it is through 
the research being conducted at the 
National Renewable Energy Lab in Col-
orado, whether it is the new designs 
that we’re seeing for cars across the 
globe. There are many, many ways 
that we can improve our energy situa-
tion, and most of them start with real-
ly pretty low-hanging fruit; and that’s 
just being more efficient. 

Mr. ELLISON. Conservation. 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Conservation 

but efficiency. 
We can, through just engineering, 

basic engineering, architecture, design 
work, be more efficient in how we 
power this country and how much en-
ergy we use and consume. And we don’t 
want to be putting a lot of carbon, con-
tinue to be putting carbon into the at-
mosphere. We don’t want to continue 
to be so beholden on oil countries and 
oil companies. 

So we are, as the Democratic Con-
gress, moving us to a new energy fu-
ture. We are changing the direction of 
this Nation. We’re not going to follow 
the energy plan of two oil men in the 
White House. That’s just not where 
we’re going to go any more. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, Mr. 
PERLMUTTER, when you talk about 
these energy issues, it makes me think 
that this is where the country, I think, 
really wants to go. I mean, in these 
last several months we’ve heard a lot 
about change. It seems Americans 
want change. We don’t want to be 
stuck in oil handcuffs. We want to go 
towards an energy future that includes 
everybody and that where we need to 
invest in our innovation, we need to in-
vest in our brain power, you know, 
where we can have a into new oppor-
tunity in our country to make sure 
that we’re not polluting the air, warm-
ing up the globe. 

And again, as our friends on the 
other side of the aisle talk about, well, 
why don’t we just drill off the Conti-
nental Shelf off Florida, they kind of 
imply it’s just a matter of sunbathers 
not wanting to see an unsightly rig out 
there. Of course it is ugly to see that. 
But that does minimize the real con-
cerns we’re talking about; isn’t that 
right, Mr. PERLMUTTER? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. I think it mini-
mizes it. I think there are plenty of op-
portunities to drill. 

You know, having said we’re going to 
change direction, we’re not going to go 
cold turkey from oil and gas. It will 
play a role in our energy spectrum for 
a long time to come. But we certainly 
can reduce our demand. 

There are certainly places to drill 
now that aren’t being drilled by the big 
oil companies, and there are other 
ways that we can wean ourselves from 
the dependence on foreign oil. 
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We just have to do that. We can’t ig-
nore this any longer, and this par-
ticular White House and the Repub-
lican Congress before us would just 
want to drill and drill and stay hooked 
on one commodity. It is never smart in 
business to only have one supplier. 

Mr. ELLISON. Don’t the 
businesspeople say you’ve got to diver-
sify? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. You have to di-
versify, yes. 

Mr. ELLISON. I’m all for saying let’s 
not build more leg braces; let’s find 
some vaccines. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. And I’m going to 
not add to that because that is a very 
good analogy. 

Mr. ELLISON. As we talked about 
the gas prices and things like this, 
we’ll be talking more about that as we 
get closer to the end of the hour. But I 
also want to bring some other things 
into the conversation which I think are 
very important. 

One of those things is that today the 
House tried to increase the unemploy-
ment insurance, and we tried to put it 
on the suspension calendar and pass it 
that way. Unfortunately, we did not 
meet the marker we were looking for. 
We needed three more votes to get 
there on suspension calendar, and we 
are not going to quit. As you know, the 
Democrats have a lot of fortitude, and 
we don’t quit, and we are persistent 
and dogged in our efforts to stand up 
for the American people. 

But the Senate recently did pass a 13- 
week extension of the unemployment 
insurance as part of a supplemental ap-
propriation, and I think that it is real-
ly indicative of the situation people 
are finding themselves in. 

As we’re talking about $4 a gallon 
gas, we also have to take into consider-
ation, Mr. Speaker, that we’ve seen 30 
years of stagnant wages, except for 
that period in the late 1990s when we 
had a Democratic President. We have 
seen 30 years of stagnant wages except 
for that 1990s blip, and now that pay-
check is being asked to do more, being 
asked to take on more child care, more 
health care, more fuel prices, more in 
terms of food prices. 

Americans are in a difficult situa-
tion, and I dare say that now we have 
about 8.5 million unemployed people 
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who need help, and I think that it is a 
little unfortunate we were not able to 
pass that mark today with that unem-
ployment insurance, but I’m sure that 
we’re going to keep on trying until we 
get it. 

I just wonder how the people in Colo-
rado are faring. Are they unemployed, 
having a tough time there, and basi-
cally, as we see ourselves having creep-
ing expenses for our food, fuel and 
things like that? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. In Colorado, 
we’ve had kind of a slow economy for 
several years now. We’ve faced a lot of 
foreclosures in the Denver metro area 
and throughout the State. We keep 
feeling like we’re going to come out of 
this slump and then kind of get 
bumped back in. I believe in Colorado 
we’re going to come out of the slump 
before much of the Nation just because 
we went into it before much of the Na-
tion. 

But even so, with the oil prices the 
way they are, with the way the econ-
omy has been managed by this admin-
istration, the people in Colorado need a 
safety net which is what unemploy-
ment insurance is. These are hard-
working people who, for one reason or 
another, may have lost a job. They’re 
looking for work. They want work. 
They want to get back in employment, 
and they need to do that. People in 
Colorado are workers. They like to be 
employed. They like to earn an income. 
They like to provide for themselves, 
and given the slow economy that we’ve 
had in Colorado, which I think and I 
hope is ready to turn, people do need 
that extra safety net. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, all of 
us are looking for better days. You 
know, I can tell you that my constitu-
ents in Minnesota let me know that 
we’ve been hit with the foreclosure cri-
sis as well as stagnant wages, and I’m 
sad to report to you that the Nation’s 
job market showed clear signs of reces-
sionary conditions, as the jobless rate 
leapt up a half a percent in May alone 
from 5 percent to 5.5 percent. That’s a 
lot of people, and that’s according to 
our Bureau of Labor Statistics. And 
this monthly increase was the largest 
since the mid-1980s. It’s been a while, 
pushing unemployment to the highest 
rate since 2004. 

I don’t like to rattle the sabers in 
terms of the partisan divide, but I’m 
one, speaking only for myself, who’s 
prepared to say that, you know, the 
Democrats have a better vision for how 
to run the economy, vision in terms of 
the energy future, vision in terms of 
trying to get some unemployment in-
surance extended so that people can 
have a little relief as they try to find 
that next hard-to-find job. 

But I think it’s important that we 
see this thing in a broader context. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Well, and in a 
broader context, I want to go back to 
our prior conversation on the green 
jobs, the green collar jobs. 

One of the things that we see in Colo-
rado, and I think this can be nation-

wide, is that there are thousands and 
thousands and thousands upon thou-
sands of jobs in the green industry, in 
the energy industry with renewables 
and with energy efficiency in housing. 
There are thousands of jobs, and they 
are jobs here in America. 

Mr. ELLISON. Right. 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Not overseas, 

but they’re here in America. 
Mr. ELLISON. I’ve got to ask you a 

question. If you are training somebody 
to retrofit a downtown office building 
in, say, Denver or Minneapolis, and 
they’re going to retrofit that building 
to be green and efficient, can you off-
shore that job? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Your question 
answers itself. Of course not. When 
somebody comes in to change the win-
dows in my house, they’re doing it at 
my house in Golden, Colorado. These 
are good construction jobs. They’re de-
sign jobs. There are some manufac-
turing jobs attached to it. 

The new direction for energy also is a 
place where there are thousands of jobs 
which will help us stem this unemploy-
ment, but for those people who can’t 
find those jobs right now, we need to 
have a safety net for them. 

Mr. ELLISON. We need a safety net. 
We need to have a caring Nation, and 
Americans are a caring people and a 
compassionate people, but we also are 
a working people and we want to work, 
and we also need a vision for our future 
because if you’re unemployed right 
now, this might not be a bad time to 
think about getting some extra edu-
cation, as long as you can get some un-
employment insurance, and if you get 
that education, maybe you want to 
think about a green job for a green en-
ergy future. 

You know, I want to add, too, while 
we’re on the subject of jobs, the payroll 
contracted for the fifth month in a 
row, down 49,000 with most of the net 
job losses occurring in the construction 
industry, factories, offices, and retail-
ers. Since the total payroll peaked last 
December, they’ve been down by 
around 324,000 jobs since the govern-
ment sector tends to be less cyclically 
affected by downturns. 

And looking at just the private sec-
tor, job loss can provide a more accu-
rate gauge of the lagging economy’s 
impact on job growth. Private sector 
employment has fallen over the past 6 
months by over 400,000 jobs. I’m not 
happy to report that to you, Mr. 
Speaker, but it is the situation that 
people are facing, and I think it’s im-
portant that this Congress be willing 
to respond to the needs of the people, 
which is why we needed three more 
votes in order to get that extension of 
the unemployment insurance passed as 
we tried to do today. 

I think we’re going to hit that mark. 
We’re certainly not going to quit. I cer-
tainly believe that there are a lot of 
people out there who really want this 
policy. They certainly can get on the 
phone, get on the e-mail, and let folks 
who represent them know how they 

feel. But this unemployment extension 
is a big deal, but I think it’s important 
as we push to extend unemployment in-
surance benefits that we tell folks that 
while they know they’re dealing with 
putting the food on the table tomorrow 
and paying the rent tomorrow and pay-
ing the mortgage tomorrow, we want 
them to look to a better future, and 
that involves the green job economy 
that you’ve so amply described. 

I also want to just say, too, as we 
talk about the economy and the job 
situation that, you know, we’ve got to 
have a real clear understanding about 
those indicators that tell us which di-
rection the economy is going in. And 
I’m looking for a time when we can ac-
tually set policies in place that really 
will give Americans the kind of vision 
that they need, as we talked about just 
a little while ago. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. If you would 
yield, I think one of the places where, 
again, going back to your education 
and a vision for this country that looks 
beyond just tomorrow but to next year 
and 10 years down is the GI Bill that we 
would like to see passed that the Presi-
dent has threatened to veto. 

Mr. ELLISON. Wait a minute, wait a 
minute, wait a minute. This President, 
who shakes his finger about supporting 
the troops, would never, never veto the 
GI Bill. Certainly you jest. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. I’m sorry to say 
that he’s considering that, and what I 
find so hard to believe is that the best 
investment this country ever made was 
in the GI Bill after World War II. And 
now we have had our men and women 
in Afghanistan and in Iraq for more 
than 5 years, which is longer than we 
were in World War II, and to provide 
them with education and educational 
opportunities simply will be a fantastic 
investment for this country. 

The wealth that was created, the 
happiness that was created because 
people could live full lives and edu-
cated lives after World War II, those 
are the kinds of things that we want 
for America. And my Dad, when we’re 
talking about this, and you can see 
him well up with pride about the GI 
Bill and how so many men came back 
from World War II and then were suc-
cessful after seeing the horrors of war, 
but came back and were able to provide 
for their families in ways that nobody 
anticipated. He describes that as the 
greatest investment this country has 
ever made, and he kids around by then 
saying, ‘‘And a distant second was the 
Louisiana Purchase.’’ 

So this GI Bill that we’re proposing 
now for the 21st century will be a fan-
tastic investment for our men and 
women who have served us. I believe we 
owe them a responsibility to provide 
for education, and we just need to go 
forward with this. And the White House 
has objected to this. Senator MCCAIN 
has objected to this, as I understand it. 
And it just doesn’t make sense. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, Mr. 
Speaker, these are important facts you 
bring up. I kind of think of that period 
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after World War II, up until about 1973, 
as the almost, almost golden age of 
America. I say ‘‘almost’’ because it was 
marked by Jim Crow and other things 
like that, very important, serious 
issues. And we’ve come a long way. Our 
country’s come a long way. 

But you cannot ignore the fact that 
after World War II, you had the GI Bill. 
You had FHA. We had already estab-
lished Social Security to make sure 
that no seniors had to live out their re-
tirement in an undignified way. And we 
also had tax rates for the very wealthy 
that were much, much higher than 
they are now, and we also had a higher 
rate of unionization. 

I know some folks don’t understand 
how important that is, but the fact is, 
in 1957, 33 percent of all workers were 
in a union. Another 33 percent were 
paid like they were, and folks were liv-
ing relatively well. We all look back at 
those old TV shows and kind of chuckle 
now at how corny they were, but they 
actually were doing pretty well eco-
nomically in the 1950s. 

And the fact is that some of these 
kind of policies are things we need 
today, but we have the advantage 
today to have greater equality which is 
so great, you know. It’s a great honor 
of America that we have overcome 
some of those things of the past, those 
lack of equality issues. But as we’ve 
gotten greater social equality, we’ve 
lost in the area of income and eco-
nomic equality, and we’ve got to revi-
talize our economy to make sure that 
everybody can share in it. And I think 
that green jobs are the way, but a com-
passionate response to people who are 
unemployed now is also part of the pic-
ture as well. 

And you mentioned your dad. My dad 
was born in 1928, went to World War II, 
to the Pacific at a very young age, 
about 17 years old, but he did go. He 
was a military person and served in the 
Pacific, was in Hawaii and was a bene-
ficiary of the GI Bill and was able to go 
to college, Wayne State University in 
Detroit, on that program. And it made 
him into a man who could put five boys 
through college, me and my brothers, 
and you know, it’s an amazing thing. 

You know, I am proud of my broth-
ers. They’re all doing well. They’re all 
doing great. And the fact is, none of us 
would be doing this well if our dad had 
not been the beneficiary of an enlight-
ened, compassionate, common-sense 
program like the GI Bill, and I’m glad 
that we’re able to pass it through this 
House. And I pray that the President 
sees the light and passes and signs that 
bill. 

b 2345 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. ELLISON, 
while we’re on the subject of our serv-
ice men and women, I think one of the 
things where there really was a change 
in the direction of this Nation in the 
past year was the fact that the Demo-
cratic House and the Democratic Sen-
ate, the Congress, sent to the President 
and he signed—and I want to applaud 

him for doing that—the greatest in-
crease in veterans’ benefits in the 77- 
year history of the Veterans Adminis-
tration. And again, when we send men 
and women into harm’s way, when we 
ask them to protect us, serve us, we 
have a moral contract, a moral respon-
sibility to provide them with as normal 
a life as possible and to provide the 
benefits that are promised when they 
go in. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, sol-
diers are people, too. They want a fu-
ture. They want an education. They 
want something to pass onto their chil-
dren. They want to live a quality life-
style. They want to own their home. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. And I feel that 
we’ve made great strides in living up to 
our end of the bargain. Now, it has to 
have execution, but I know in Colo-
rado, for instance, in terms of veterans’ 
claims, there was this tremendous 
backlog. Because of what we did last 
year, we’ve added 65 people to the bene-
fits section so that claims can be proc-
essed in a reasonable and timely fash-
ion so that the benefits are received by 
our service men and women in a rea-
sonable and timely fashion. So there 
has been actual progress on the ground. 

Mr. ELLISON. There has been actual 
progress on the ground in Colorado. I’m 
happy to report that in Minneapolis we 
have a wonderful VA hospital there, 
and we’ve seen things getting better all 
the time. But I want to let the vet-
erans know that, as we talk tonight 
about the economy, we’ve talked about 
gas prices, we’ve talked about unem-
ployment insurance, looking out for 
our veterans, making sure our veterans 
have economic opportunity, edu-
cational opportunity, health care op-
portunity is part of the whole dialogue. 
This is a working class prosperity 
issue, veterans’ benefits. GI Bill bene-
fits is a factor when it comes to trying 
to make sure that the American middle 
class, American working class has a 
real chance at doing well in this econ-
omy. So I want to thank you for bring-
ing that out. 

And I just want to say, you know, 
that it’s important to understand vet-
erans as an important component in 
our economy because when you just 
separate the soldier from the economy, 
you forget that the soldier is coming 
back. And they should have a good way 
to go when they get back. 

You know, I also just wanted to men-
tion, as we start walking into our final 
15 minutes tonight, that we just had a 
Memorial Day. And on that day, I am 
proud to tell you that a number of our 
veterans are well aware of some of 
these programs; a number of them are 
well aware of the work that Congress is 
trying to do, not always with a cooper-
ative White House, but on some things 
we have found cooperation, and we’re 
thankful for that. 

And I just want to mention to you as 
well that it’s really tough on our vet-
erans to have to deal with foreclosure. 
I’ve had a few vets in my district, while 
they were away, they had only their 

spouse to try to keep up the mortgage, 
and they’ve fallen behind. And I bring 
that up only because I think that it’s 
important, as we talk about this, that 
we do mention that a part of what this 
Democratic Congress and the ‘‘dif-
ference makers,’’ this freshman class, 
has been a part of is trying to close the 
gap when it comes to the foreclosure 
crisis. 

You know, I don’t have to tell you, 
Mr. PERLMUTTER, that we’re dealing 
with about 2,800 foreclosures a day. 
We’re dealing with about 20,000 a week. 
We’re dealing with a very serious prob-
lem. And I just want to point out that 
this foreclosure crisis is something 
that there have been bills introduced 
that try to forestall foreclosure for a 
veteran, for a soldier who’s overseas, 
but it’s something that really is affect-
ing our entire economy. 

We’ve passed bills through the House 
recently that will allow FHA to be put 
in a position to buy some of these 
mortgages and restructure them going 
forward. I think it’s important that we 
point this out because the Congress has 
been responsive. You and I are both on 
the Financial Services Committee, and 
so we both know that we’ve been work-
ing on this housing issue quite a bit. 
And also, last December, I believe, we 
also passed a bill through Congress, an 
anti-predatory lending bill that I think 
should pay some good dividends if we 
could get that enacted into law. 

But this foreclosure crisis is hitting 
our veterans and it’s hitting all of our 
people. And maybe you would like to 
comment on that. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Well, we’ve 
taken steps to stem foreclosures by 
using the FHA guarantee as a way to 
slow things. And the way it works is 
that a bank that has a loan to some-
body can write the loan down to what-
ever the market value is. Then the 
FHA will guarantee 90 percent of this 
lower amount for the borrower so long 
as the borrower can pay that 90 percent 
back. Now they have to go through a 
credit check, and they’ve got to be able 
to pay the lower amount. 

So the Federal Government is com-
ing in to stop a foreclosure which, if it 
takes place, could result in a vacant 
home that then ends up decaying, and 
it starts the decay in a neighborhood. 
So it assists the neighborhood. It al-
lows the bank to become liquid. And it 
gives the borrower a chance to make 
the payments at this lower amount. 

Now, if the borrower were to sell in, 
I believe, within 5 years, the Federal 
Government would receive a portion of 
anything above the written down pur-
chase price. But the bottom line is, in 
a very prudent and fiscally responsible 
manner, FHA is being used to guar-
antee lower loans, reduced loans so 
that we can limit the numbers of fore-
closures in our neighborhoods and 
maintain the strength of our neighbor-
hoods. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, you know, I’m 
glad you mentioned that it’s not just 
the individual who is getting their 
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mortgage restructured with the FHA 
assistance who will benefit, actually, 
it’s the neighborhood. Foreclosures 
really don’t hit individuals alone, they 
hit neighborhoods. Because if you end 
up with a foreclosed home and an aban-
doned house, it’s an attractive nui-
sance for people in the neighborhood 
who have bad intent. We know the 
price of copper. These houses are being 
stripped of their copper wiring. And of-
tentimes the copper strippers are not 
very careful about how they get it out. 
They’ve been known to nick and cut 
and damage gas lines and cause fires 
and explosions, not to mention other 
damage. 

And so when you have a concentra-
tion of foreclosed and abandoned build-
ings in a neighborhood, it really does 
put downward pressure on the homes of 
everybody in the neighborhood, even 
the people who have been fortunate 
enough to pay every single mortgage 
payment on time every time. And so it 
really is something to help everybody, 
not just the individuals who are being 
directly assisted. 

And of course, as you also know, 
when a house is abandoned, the city 
cannot receive property taxes on that 
house anymore. And so really what it’s 
doing is coming up with a practical so-
lution which will allow the bank to 
keep getting some of that money back, 
maybe not the originally intended 
amount, but a portion; of course half a 
loaf is better than none often. And so 
it’s a practical solution to a serious 
problem. And it’s just one more exam-
ple of how Democrats and how fresh-
man Democrats like you and I are part 
of solutions to try to improve our Na-
tion. 

And we’re trying to bring benefits 
not only to our citizens, but also, as 
you mentioned before, our veterans, 
trying to make sure that our vets and 
all kinds of people who are going 
through this foreclosure crisis are able 
to keep their homes, neighborhoods are 
able to be stable, cities are able to re-
ceive property tax, city police depart-
ments aren’t having to run out to prop-
erties and spend resources kicking peo-
ple out of abandoned houses, or fire de-
partments putting out fires. It really is 
a responsible way to sort of operate 
and try to improve the situation here. 

Well, Mr. PERLMUTTER, it looks like 
we’ve got about 5 minutes left. Any 
parting shots? 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Well, I’d like to 
go back to the gas prices. 

You know, I think that the gas prices 
show the lack of an energy plan by the 
prior Republican Congress, by this 
White House, except to the degree that 
it has caused an increase in oil prices. 

You know, we’re in Iraq in a substan-
tial way; and a lot of it, in my opinion, 
has to do with oil. Now, the average 
price per gallon of fuel paid by U.S. 
military units in Iraq is at least $3.23. 
The price per gallon of gasoline for 
Iraqi residents is $1.36. Why the dif-
ference there? Oil revenues for the 
Iraqi Government is expected to be $70 

billion, which should be paid back to 
this country when we are running a 
deficit. We’re spending $2.5 to $3 billion 
a week to be in Iraq. And that obvi-
ously has had an effect on our economy 
over the course of these 5 years that 
we’ve been in Iraq. 

We’ve got to change the direction of 
this Nation, Mr. ELLISON. We’re trying 
to do that every day. We need to 
change the direction when it comes to 
energy. We’ve got to change the direc-
tion when it comes to Iraq. We’ve been 
changing the direction when it comes 
to our veterans and living up to our 
contracts and responsibilities in terms 
of their benefits. 

We’re making a difference. We have a 
long way to go to really change the di-
rection of this Nation. This country is 
in need of big change in a lot of ways. 
And I’m glad that I’ve been elected to 
the Congress by the people of the sub-
urbs of Denver to try and institute 
some of that change. 

And so with that, I would yield back 
to you, sir. 

Mr. ELLISON. Well, Mr. 
PERLMUTTER, I want to be a witness to 
what you just said. You have made a 
great difference. You, together with 
our freshman class—which I’m also a 
member of—have been here trying to 
improve the lives of Americans. And 
what we’ve been offering, yes, vision on 
energy policy, yes, vision on dealing 
with unemployment insurance and the 
jobs and the economy, yes, vision on 
veterans. But what we’re really offer-
ing is a bigger vision of America, not 
just a litany of bills, but a bigger vi-
sion of our country, a bigger vision, an 
America that is fairer, that’s more 
prosperous, that’s more innovative, 
that takes care of its own. This is the 
America that we all know we can have 
because people like your dad and mine 
fought for an American that could be 
that way. And we believe that it is our 
generation’s responsibility to make a 
better America for our children and 
our parents and everyone. 

So it’s been great hanging out with 
you, Mr. PERLMUTTER. Have a great 
night. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Good night. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. FLAKE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of attending a fu-
neral. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. KAPTUR) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. LANGEVIN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BURTON of Indiana) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 18. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, June 18. 
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 57 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, June 12, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7085. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Temporary Importation of Horses; 
Noncompetitive Entertainment Horses From 
Countries Affected With Contagious Equine 
Metritis [Docket No. APHIS–2006–0164] (RIN: 
0579–AC35) received June 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

7086. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Mexican Fruit Fly; Designation of Por-
tion of Willacy County, TX, as a Quarantined 
Area [Docket No. APHIS–2008–0057] received 
June 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

7087. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Amendments to Treatments for Plant 
Pests [Docket No. APHIS–2006–0091] received 
May 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7088. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule—Livestock Manda-
tory Reporting; Reestablishment and Revi-
sion of the Reporting Regulation for Swine, 
Cattle, Lamb, and Boxed Beef [Docket No. 
AMS–LS–07–0106] (RIN: 0581–AC67) received 
May 28, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7089. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Exotic Newcastle Disease; Quarantine 
Restrictions [Docket No. APHIS–2006–0036] 
(RIN: 0579–AC42) received May 29, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

7090. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s report entitled, ‘‘Study on 
Increasing the Usage of Recovered Mineral 
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Components in Federally Funded Projects 
Involving Procurement of Cement or Con-
crete to Address the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Aquity 
Act: A Legacy for Users,’’ pursuant to Public 
Law 109–59, section 6101(a); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

7091. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule—Administrative Changes: NRC Re-
gion IV Address Change and Phone Number 
and E-mail Address Changes [NRC–2008–0270] 
(RIN: 3150–AI39) received May 30, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

7092. A letter from the Director, U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, Department of Commerce, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—For-
eign Trade Regulations: Mandatory Auto-
mated Export System Filing for all Ship-
ments Requiring Shipper’s Export Declara-
tion Information [Docket Number 031009254– 
6014–03] (RIN: 0607–AA38) received May 29, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7093. A letter from the Administrator, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting a copy of the Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General of NASA for 
the period ending March 31, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

7094. A letter from the General Counsel, Of-
fice of Management and Budget, transmit-
ting the Office’s final rule—Cost Accounting 
Standards Board; Accounting for the Costs of 
Employee Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs) 
Sponsored by Government Contractors—re-
ceived May 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

7095. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—Nonforeign Area Cost-of- 
Living Allowance Rates; Puerto Rico and 
Hawaii County, HI (RIN: 3206–AL28) received 
May 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

7096. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—Compensatory Time Off for 
Travel; Prevailing Rate (Wage) Employees 
(RIN: 3206–AL52) received May 27, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

7097. A letter from the Under Secretary 
and Director, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Rules of Practice Before the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences in Ex Parte Ap-
peals [Docket No. PTO–P–2007–0006] (RIN: 
0651–AC12) received June 4, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

7098. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu-
rity Regulations Branch, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Changes to the Visa 
Waiver Program to Implement the Elec-
tronic System for Travel Authorization 
(ESTA) Program [USCBP–2008–0003 CBP Dec. 
No. 08–18] (RIN: 1651–AA72) received June 3, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

7099. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—26 CFR 
1.1445–2: Situations in which withholding is 
not required under section 1445(a) (Also: 897; 
1445; 1.897–1; 1.897–2; 1.897–5T; 1.897–6T; 1.1445– 
5.) (Rev. Proc. 2008–27) received May 14, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 2631. A bill to 
strengthen efforts in the Department of 
Homeland Security to develop nuclear 
forensics capabilities to permit attribution 
of the source of nuclear material; with 
amendments (Rept. 110–708 Pt. 1). Ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WAXMAN: Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. H.R. 5811. A bill to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to re-
quire preservation of certain electronic 
records by Federal agencies, to require a cer-
tification and reports relating to Presi-
dential records, and for other purposes; with 
an amendment (Rept. 110–709). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. ARCURI: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 1265. Resolution providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5749) to pro-
vide for a program of emergency unemploy-
ment compensation (Rept. 110–710). Referred 
to the House Calendar. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs dis-
charged from further consideration. 
H.R. 2631 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the 
Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions were introduced 
and severally referred, as follows: 

By Mr. JONES of North Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. GOODE, Mr. COBLE, Ms. 
FOXX, Mrs. MYRICK, and Mr. HAYES): 

H.R. 6233. A bill to reinstate the Interim 
Management Strategy governing off-road ve-
hicle use in the Cape Hatteras National Sea-
shore, North Carolina, pending the issuance 
of a final rule for off-road vehicle use by the 
National Park Service; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. CONAWAY: 
H.R. 6234. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to require corrosion mitigation 
and prevention plans for bridges receiving 
Federal funding, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. BRALEY of Iowa: 
H.R. 6235. A bill to require the purchase of 

domestically made flags of the United States 
of America for use by the Federal Govern-
ment; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. CHABOT (for himself, Mr. 
LAMBORN, Mr. JORDAN, Mr. HOBSON, 
and Mr. TURNER): 

H.R. 6236. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to modernize the disability 
benefits claims processing system of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to ensure the 
accurate, consistent, and timely delivery of 
compensation to veterans and their families 
and survivors, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. COURTNEY: 
H.R. 6237. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit for 

long-term care insurance premiums and for 
taxpayers with long-term care needs; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DINGELL (for himself, Mr. 
BARROW, Mr. HILL, Mr. HOYER, Mr. 
BOUCHER, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. TOWNS, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. STUPAK, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
WEINER, Mr. MATHESON, Ms. HOOLEY, 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
ROSS, Mr. MELANCON, Mr. INSLEE, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. ENGEL, 
Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. GORDON, Ms. SOLIS, 
Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. RUSH, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. HAR-
MAN, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
PALLONE, Mr. BARTON of Texas, Mr. 
UPTON, and Ms. MATSUI): 

H.R. 6238. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of an interagency working group to 
conduct a study to identify the factors that 
affect the pricing of crude oil and refined pe-
troleum products, and to make recommenda-
tions on appropriate coordination of over-
sight and regulation; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GRAVES (for himself and Mr. 
WALZ of Minnesota): 

H.R. 6239. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to sus-
pend temporarily the process of identifying 
schools and local educational agencies as in 
need of improvement and of imposing sanc-
tions on such schools and local educational 
agencies; to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

By Mr. ISRAEL: 
H.R. 6240. A bill to change the date for reg-

ularly scheduled Federal elections and estab-
lish polling place hours; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

By Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York (for 
herself, Mr. PASCRELL, and Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN of Florida): 

H.R. 6241. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to include vision res-
toration therapy devices and associated soft-
ware used in the patient’s home to treat im-
paired visual function due to acquired brain 
injury within the definition of durable med-
ical equipment under the Medicare Program; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. MUSGRAVE: 
H.R. 6242. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to repeal the 1993 income 
tax increase on Social Security benefits, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RAMSTAD: 
H.R. 6243. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide an exemption 
from the Federal motor fuels excise tax for 
ground emergency and non-emergency ambu-
lance services; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 6244. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to issue regulations 
that require that any award fee under a cost- 
plus-award-fee contract entered into by the 
Department of Homeland Security shall be 
determined and paid based on a successful 
acquisition outcome that is specified in the 
contract, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 6245. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to require a direct link 
on the website of the Department of Home-
land Security to the website of the Office of 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Homeland Security, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security. 
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By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 

H.R. 6246. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Department of Homeland Security to es-
tablish an international registered traveler 
program that incorporates available tech-
nologies to expedite and enhance the secu-
rity, screening, and processing of inter-
national travelers at United States borders, 
including United States citizens and lawful 
permanent residents, who enter and exit the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 6247. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to develop and acquire 
new technologies to inspect and screen air 
cargo on passenger aircraft to ensure trans-
portation security, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. WELCH of Vermont (for him-
self, Mr. ELLISON, and Mr. BRALEY of 
Iowa): 

H.R. 6248. A bill to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to prohibit unfair practices in 
electronic payment system networks, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mr. WEXLER (for himself, Mr. 
GALLEGLY, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 
ENGEL, Mr. CHABOT, and Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida): 

H. Con. Res. 371. Concurrent resolution 
strongly supporting an immediate and just 
restitution of, or compensation for, property 
illegally confiscated during the last century 
by Nazi and Communist regimes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. TOM 
DAVIS of Virginia, Mr. TURNER, Mr. 
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. 
SHAYS, Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. CANNON, Mr. 
WESTMORELAND, Mr. MCHENRY, Ms. 
FOXX, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. SALI, Mr. 
JORDAN, Mr. DREIER, Mr. HERGER, Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER, Mr. ROHRABACHER, 
Mr. SHADEGG, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. 
EHLERS, Mr. BROWN of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. KING of 
Iowa, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. 
LATOURETTE, Mr. FORBES, Mr. ROG-
ERS of Alabama, Mr. MILLER of Flor-
ida, Mr. ROSKAM, Mrs. BIGGERT, Mr. 
BACHUS, Mr. PETERSON of Pennsyl-
vania, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington, Mr. 
GINGREY, Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. 
PITTS, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. 
MCKEON, Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of 
California, Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. 
LEWIS of California, Mr. TIM MURPHY 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. CANTOR, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. 
KELLER, and Mr. SMITH of Texas): 

H. Res. 1262. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the Secretary of Commerce should use all 
reasonable measures to ensure that every 
person is counted in the 2010 decennial cen-
sus; to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. 

By Mr. WOLF: 
H. Res. 1263. A resolution directing the 

chief Administrative Officer and the Ser-
geant at Arms of the House of Representa-
tives to take timely action to ensure that all 
Members, committees, and offices of the 
House are alerted of the dangers of elec-
tronic attacks on the computers and infor-
mation systems used in carrying out their 
official duties and are fully briefed on how to 
protect themselves, their official records, 
and their communications from electronic 
security breaches. 

By Mr. GINGREY (for himself, Ms. WA-
TERS, and Mr. SENSENBRENNER): 

H. Res. 1264. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the private property rights protec-

tions guaranteed by the 5th Amendment to 
the Constitution on the 3rd anniversary of 
the Supreme Court’s decision on Kelo v. City 
of New London; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. GALLEGLY: 
H. Res. 1266. A resolution congratulating 

Albania and Croatia on being invited to 
begin accession talks with the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization and expressing sup-
port for continuing to enlarge the alliance; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. JONES of North Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, and Mr. 
HAYES): 

H. Res. 1267. A resolution congratulating 
the Mount Olive College Trojans for winning 
the 2008 National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division II Men’s Baseball National 
Championship; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota (for 
herself, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. 
WOLF, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. FARR, Mr. 
JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. HONDA, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mr. LAHOOD, and Mr. CAR-
SON): 

H. Res. 1268. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
United States foreign assistance is a critical 
instrument for achieving our national secu-
rity goals and that modernizing United 
States foreign assistance should become a 
national priority; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

f 

MEMORIALS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

301. The SPEAKER presented a memorial 
of the House of Representatives of the State 
of Illinois, relative to House Resolution No. 
1062 urging the Congress of the United States 
and the National Guard Bureau to take all 
necessary steps to ensure that the Fire De-
partment of the 183rd remains located at the 
Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport in Spring-
field, Illinois; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

302. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Louisiana, relative to House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 123 memorializing 
the Congress of the United States to enact 
legislation limiting certain increases in 
health insurance premiums, deductibles, co-
payments, and other charges of military re-
tirees for their military health benefits 
being proposed by the Department of De-
fense; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

303. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Idaho, relative to Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 109 urging the Congress of the 
United States to strike Section 108 from the 
College Opportunity and Affordability Act of 
2007; to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

304. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, relative to 
Senate Resolution No. 289 calling for imme-
diate action to provide short-term and long- 
term financial assistance to assure the avail-
ability of student loans to students and fam-
ilies of the Commonwealth; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

305. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Maine, relative to House Joint 
Resolution No. 1686 memorializing the Con-
gress of the United States to enact legisla-
tion to ensure health care for all; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

306. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of Vermont, relative to 
House Joint Resolution No. 66 urging the 
Congress of the United States to adopt H.R. 
5473, ‘‘The Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill 
Suspension and Consumer Protection Act of 

2008’’; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

307. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the 
State of Pennsylvania, relative to Senate 
Resolution No. 326 urging the President of 
the United States and the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation to provide 
additional funding for ALS research; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

308. Also, a memorial of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Illinois, relative 
to House Resolution No. 940 urging the Con-
gress of the United States to support a ban 
on the sale of novelty lighters that resemble 
toys; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

309. Also, a memorial of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Illinois, relative 
to House Resolution No. 1031 urging the Con-
gress of the United States to reauthorize the 
Debbie Smith DNA backlog grant program at 
current or increased levels; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

310. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Idaho, relative to Senate Joint 
Memorial No. 113 urging the Congress of the 
United States to require specific conditions 
for the continued participation in NAFTA; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

311. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi, relative to House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 51 requesting 
that the Congress of the United States ex-
tend the Gulf Opportunity (GO) Zone Act of 
2005; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 96: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
H.R. 169: Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 241: Mr. HELLER. 
H.R. 278: Mr. BROWN of South Carolina and 

Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 303: Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 371: Mr. RENZI. 
H.R. 583: Mr. SPACE. 
H.R. 736: Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. 
H.R. 760: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mrs. 

MILLER of Michigan, and Mr. HOLT. 
H.R. 821: Mr. LAMPSON and Mr. WELCH of 

Vermont. 
H.R. 1014: Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida, Mr. MARCHANT, and Mr. TAYLOR. 
H.R. 1032: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
H.R. 1050: Mr. PASTOR. 
H.R. 1085: Mr. SOUDER. 
H.R. 1086: Mr. SOUDER. 
H.R. 1110: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 1178: Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. 
H.R. 1246: Ms. SPEIER. 
H.R. 1275: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 1298: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 1646: Mr. FILNER. 
H.R. 1665: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-

nois, and Ms. TSONGAS. 
H.R. 1667: Mr. FILNER. 
H.R. 1748: Mr. HOEKSTRA. 
H.R. 1881: Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
H.R. 1974: Mr. HARE. 
H.R. 1975: Mr. SESTAK. 
H.R. 2032: Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. WILSON of 

Ohio, and Mrs. LOWEY. 
H.R. 2054: Mr. ELLSWORTH. 
H.R. 2073: Mrs. LOWEY. 
H.R. 2125: Mr. BUTTERFIELD and Mr. 

LAMPSON. 
H.R. 2169: Mr. CLEAVER and Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 2260: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 2279: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. DENT, Mr. 

ROGERS of Kentucky, and Mr. UPTON. 
H.R. 2303: Mr. BUYER and Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 2371: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut, Ms. 

DEGETTE, and Mr. YARMUTH. 
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H.R. 2493: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. ROGERS of 

Kentucky. 
H.R. 2578: Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. 
H.R. 2611: Mr. SHAYS. 
H.R. 2677: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 2694: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Mr. 

CAPUANO. 
H.R. 2792: Mr. SESTAK. 
H.R. 2833: Ms. SUTTON. 
H.R. 2842: Ms. SUTTON and Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 2880: Mr. SENSENBRENNER and Mr. AL-

EXANDER. 
H.R. 2976: Mr. SHADEGG. 
H.R. 3008: Mr. CHILDERS. 
H.R. 3036: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. 

YARMUTH, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. HOLT, 
and Mr. KILDEE. 

H.R. 3053: Mr. GINGREY. 
H.R. 3202: Mr. WELCH of Vermont. 
H.R. 3234: Mr. JORDAN. 
H.R. 3257: Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 3289: Mr. CARNEY and Mr. CAZAYOUX. 
H.R. 3457: Mrs. BACHMANN. 
H.R. 3654: Mr. WHITFIELD of Kentucky, Mr. 

HOBSON, Mrs. MUSGRAVE, Mrs. CUBIN, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. HALL of Texas, and Mr. BONNER. 

H.R. 3715: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi and 
Mr. DONNELLY. 

H.R. 3769: Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 3990: Mr. HOLT. 
H.R. 3995: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. 
H.R. 4026: Mr. MEEKs of New York, Ms. 

WOOLSEY, and Mr. SERRANO. 
H.R. 4053: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 4107: Mr. MORAN of Kansas. 
H.R. 4114: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 4138: Mr. LAMPSON. 
H.R. 4189: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 4206: Mr. MANZULLO. 
H.R. 4236: Mr. MEEK of Florida and Mr. LIN-

COLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
H.R. 4255: Mr. HAYES, Mr. BOOZMAN, and 

Ms. BALDWIN. 
H.R. 4264: Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. 
H.R. 4273: Mr. CAMP of Michigan. 
H.R. 4544: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 4883: Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 4884: Mr. HOLT and Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 4900: Mr. MCKEON and Mrs. 

GILLIBRAND. 
H.R. 5244: Mr. BOSWELL, Ms. LEE, Ms. KAP-

TUR, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. OLVER, Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. 
PASCRELL. 

H.R. 5267: Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. 
H.R. 5404: Mr. LAMPSON. 
H.R. 5445: Mrs. BIGGERT. 
H.R. 5496: Ms. SUTTON. 
H.R. 5507: Ms. KILPATRICK. 
H.R. 5549: Mr. BOREN. 
H.R. 5564: Mr. HALL of New York. 
H.R. 5632: Mr. BARROW and Mr. FILNER. 
H.R. 5636: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5700: Mr. WEXLER. 
H.R. 5731: Mr. BLUNT. 
H.R. 5741: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5785: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 5793: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 5797: Mr. BUYER. 
H.R. 5798: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 5802: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 5808: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 5809: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 5821: Mr. MARCHANT. 
H.R. 5842: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 5874: Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. 

COHEN, Mr. COBLE, and Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina. 

H.R. 5892: Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
and Mr. FOSTER. 

H.R. 5898: Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. 
H.R. 5932: Mr. SCALISE. 
H.R. 5935: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 5942: Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, 

Mr. FOSSELLA, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and 
Mr. EDWARDS. 

H.R. 5943: Mr. WHITFIELD of Kentucky. 
H.R. 5954: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 5971: Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. WAMP, 

Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mr. LATOURETTE. 
H.R. 5979: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 5984: Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico, Mr. 

SMITH of Texas, Mrs. BIGGERT, Mrs. MILLER 
of Michigan, Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, Mr. 
CAMPBELL of California, Mr. BOEHNER, and 
Mr. HALL of Texas. 

H.R. 6001: Mr. SALI. 
H.R. 6032: Mr. WALZ of Minnesota, Mr. 

ROTHMAN, and Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
H.R. 6056: Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. JACKSON-LEE 

of Texas, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. HILL, 
Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. WELCH of Vermont, and Mr. 
WALSH of New York. 

H.R. 6057: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 6076: Ms. WOOLSEY. 
H.R. 6083: Mr. LOEBSACK and Mr. 

GALLEGLY. 
H.R. 6085: Mr. UPTON. 
H.R. 6107: Mr. MCKEON, Mr. KLINE of Min-

nesota, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. REGULA, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mr. MICA, Mr. REYNOLDS, Mr. HUNTER, 
Mr. WELLER, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr. 
SOUDER, Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. 
CRENSHAW, Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina, 
Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. REHBERG, Mr. TIAHRT, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. HAYES, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. 
LEWIS of California, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. 
RENZI, Mr. TURNER, Mr. PUTNAM, Mrs. 
BIGGERT, Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota, Mr. 
KING of Iowa, and Mr. FOSSELLA. 

H.R. 6108: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. HENSARLING, 
and Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. 

H.R.. 6126: Mr. PASTOR. 
H.R.. 6133: Mrs. BACHMANN and Mr. BART-

LETT of Maryland. 
H.R.. 6140: Mr. BUYER. 
H.R.. 6168: Mrs. EMERSON and Mr. GRAVES. 
H.R.. 6169: Mrs. EMERSON and Mr. GRAVES. 
H.R.. 6179: Mr. REYNOLDS. 
H.R.. 6180: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R.. 6184: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R.. 6208: Mrs. EMERSON and Mr. GRAVES. 
H.R.. 6210: Mr. FOSTER, Mr. SIRES, Mr. 

WOLF, and Ms. BERKLEY. 
H.R.. 6211: Mr. BISHOP of Utah. 
H.J. Res. 22: Mrs. MUSGRAVE, Mr. CANTOR, 

Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. PENCE, Mrs. MCMORRIS 
RODGERS, Mr. AKIN, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. 
MARCHANT, Mr. SALI, and Mr. PITTS. 

H.J. Res. 89: Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. ROGERS of 
Kentucky, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. ALEXANDER, 
Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina, Mr. PETER-
SON of Minnesota, Mr. SALI, and Mr. COLE of 
Oklahoma. 

H. Con. Res. 296: Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
BONNER, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. DAVID DAVIS of 
Tennessee, and Mr. KIRK. 

H. Con. Res. 329: Mrs. MUSGRAVE. 
H. Con. Res. 341: Mr. SALI, Mr. COLE of 

Oklahoma, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. ALEXANDER, and 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. 

H. Con. Res. 342: Mr. PASTOR, Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN of California, Mr. COOPER, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, and Mr. TIM 
MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 

H. Con. Res. 350: Ms. LEE, Mr. GEORGE MIL-
LER of California, Mr. COSTA, and Mr. SCOTT 
of Georgia. 

H. Con. Res. 360: Mr. CARSON, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Ms. KAPTUR, and Mr. FARR. 

H. Con. Res. 362: Ms. HARMAN, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HOEKSTRA, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. ALEXANDER, 
and Mr. ALLEN. 

H. Con. Res. 364: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New 
York, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. THOMPSON 
of Mississippi, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. RICHARDSON, 
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. 
CLAY, Ms. WATERS, Mr. CUMMINGS, and Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 

H. Con. Res. 365: Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, 
Ms. RICHARDSON, Mr. BERRY, Mr. GORDON, 

Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr. DEFAZIO, and Ms. WA-
TERS. 

H. Con. Res. 367: Mr. MCINTYRE, and Mr. 
GENE GREEN of Texas. 

H. Res. 282: Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. 

H. Res. 353: Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. 
SHULER, Mr. WEXLER, and Mr. RAMSTAD. 

H. Res. 373: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H. Res. 795: Ms. TSONGAS. 
H. Res. 937: Mr. WHITFIELD of Kentucky, 

Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. TURNER, and Mr. HOB-
SON. 

H. Res. 970: Mr. KUHL of New York. 
H. Res. 985: Mr. BURTON of Indiana. 
H. Res. 1012: Mr. LAHOOD. 
H. Res. 1019: Ms. HIRONO and Ms. KIL-

PATRICK. 
H. Res. 1028: Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. BALDWIN, 

Mr. CLAY, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, 
and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 

H. Res. 1127: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H. Res. 1143: Mr. SPACE, Mr. REYNOLDS, Mr. 

LATTA, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. 
COSTELLO, Mr. CARSON, and Mr. BARRETT of 
South Carolina. 

H. Res. 1179: Mrs. MYRICK, Ms. WATSON, Mr. 
DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee, Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina, and Mr. UPTON. 

H. Res. 1187: Mr. BURTON of Indiana. 
H. Res. 1192: Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. 
H. Res. 1198: Mr. RADANOVICH. 
H. Res. 1202: Mr. WALBERG and Mr. EHLERS. 
H. Res. 1230: Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. 

LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, and Ms. 
BERKLEY. 

H. Res. 1237: Mr. LAMPSON and Mr. 
LOEBSACK. 

H. Res. 1248: Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. BORDALLO, 
Mr. HELLER, Mr. MATHESON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
TANNER, Mr. BOREN, Mr. CHILDERS, Mr. 
CAZAYOUX, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 
CARDOZA, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Mr. ARCURI, 
and Mr. BOOZMAN. 

H. Res. 1249: Mr. GORDON, Mr. ELLSWORTH, 
Mr. FATTAH, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. 
WEINER, Mr. KLEIN of Florida, and Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas. 

H. Res. 1254: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
RUSH, Ms. WATSON, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. 
FATTAH, and Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. 

H. Res. 1258: Ms. WOOLSEY and Ms. LEE. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions 
and papers were laid on the clerk’s 
desk and referred as follows: 

255. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
the North Carolina State Council of the Jun-
ior Order United American Mechanics, rel-
ative to Resolution No. 5 supporting the 
brave and dedicated men and women of the 
Armed Forces of the United States of Amer-
ica; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

256. Also, a petition of the Town of Chat-
ham, Massachusetts, relative to a Resolution 
calling for funding for a safe and rapid with-
drawal of all United States troops from Iraq; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

257. Also, a petition of the Town of 
Wellfleet, Massachusetts, relative to a Reso-
lution calling for funding for a safe and rapid 
withdrawal of all United States troops from 
Iraq; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

258. Also, a petition of the County Commis-
sion of Baldwin County, Alabama, relative to 
Resolution No. 2008-94 urging the Congress of 
the United States to affirm the selection 
process of the United States Air Force by 
moving with deliberate speed to fund and im-
plement the KC-45 Tanker Project; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

259. Also, a petition of the City Council of 
Atlanta, Georgia, relative to Resolution No. 
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08-R-0861 thanking the Congress of the 
United States for enacting the Energy Inde-
pendence Security Act of 2007 and for the 
creation of the Energy Efficiency and Con-
servation Block Grant; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

260. Also, a petition of American Bar Asso-
ciation, relative to Resolution No. 109 urging 
the government of the United States to take 
a leadership role in addressing the issue of 
climate change through legal, policy, finan-
cial, and educational mechanisms; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

261. Also, a petition of Conservation 
Groups, relative to a Resolution requesting a 
rehearing of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s ‘‘Order on Ten-Year Summary 
Report’’; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

262. Also, a petition of the City Council of 
Atlanta, Georgia, relative to Resolution No. 
08-R-0857 requesting that the Congress of the 

United States restore and protect funding for 
proven public safety programs; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

263. Also, a petition of the North Carolina 
State Council of the Junior Order United 
American Mechanics, relative to Resolution 
No. 6 supporting any resolution or joint reso-
lution proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States establishing 
English as the official language of the United 
States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

264. Also, a petition of the North Carolina 
State Council of the Junior Order United 
American Mechanics, relative to Resolution 
No. 4 demanding that the Congress of the 
United States find common language that 
will bring the immigration issues to a reso-
lution; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

265. Also, a petition of the Village of Elida, 
Ohio, relative to Resolution No. 337-2008 ex-
pressing opposition to H.R. 3359, ‘‘Mobile 
Workforce State Income Tax Fairness and 

Simplification Act of 2007’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

266. Also, a petition of the State Bar of 
California, San Francisco, California, rel-
ative to a Resolution urging consideration of 
legislation to revise the penalty provisions 
in the Internal Revenue Code, as addressed 
by H.R. 4318; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

267. Also, a petition of the City Council of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, relative to Resolu-
tion No. R-07-438 supporting any and all ef-
forts to establish the City of New Orleans as 
the host location for all DR-CAFTA institu-
tional activity; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

268. Also, a petition of the Korean Amer-
ican Elected Officials Coalition, relative to a 
Resolution urging the consideration and 
passing of the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment before the end of the 110th Congress; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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